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Mr CLEVELAND, 
NATURAL SON 
Wo, 


Oliver Cromwell. 


Book VII. 
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AT HER / Bane did not fail of return- 

ing the next day. I told him, that as there 

FS was not yet any ſolid motives, which could 
prompt me to declare on his ſide, . prefer» 

able to that of his adverſary ; I was reſoly'd 

to hear the doctor firſt, and upon no other account, 

but becauſe he had firſt ſpoke to me of religion, I | 

therefore, father, ſays I, muſt deſire you'd give me 

leave to hear what he has to offer, and not trouble me 

with your objections; for theſe would make me leſs 

attentive than I ought to be to the ſtrength of your 

proofs. However, the moment he has laid down all 

he has to ſay; I then will hear, with pleaſure, all you 

ſhall pleaſe to inform me of.— The father was not ſa- 
Vor. III. Az tie! 
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tisfied with this reſolution. Be upon your guard, ſays 
he, the-poiſon of error is vaſtly ſubtle ; d will draw 
you away. I declar'd that his ſuſpicions gave me of- 
fence; and that I ſhould take it as a favour, if he 
would ſlacken in his zeal, of which he had given me 
ſome unpleafing marks. Upon my ſaying this, he left 
the room very much diſguſted. "Twas undoubtedly 
on this occaſion he machinated a deſign which was put 
in execution four days after; a deſign which brought 
me into ſo much trouble, as was ſufficient to outweigh 
my other ſorrows, had it been poſſible for them to be 
alleviated. - | 

I faw the doctor for three days together, at certain 
ſtated hours. The fourth, at about fix in the even- 
Ing, I was told that an officer belonging to the inten- 
dant of the province was very urgent to ſpeak with me. 
I bid the ſervant ſhow him up; when coming in, he 
preſented me with a ſettre de cachet, (the king's com- 
mand with his ſignet) by which my ſelf and my family 
were order'd to be ſeiz d, and aſterwards to be carri- 
ed to Angers. Me! ſays I, with aſtoniſhment. Alas! 
how comes his majeſty to grant ſuch an order upon 
"my account? How does he even know that I am in 
his dominions? Sir, fays he, the king knows every 


tuning that paſſes in France; and I muſt tell you, that 


his majeſty's commands muſt be inſtantly complied 
with. He then told me, that I muſt leave the city 
that night ; and for that purpoſe he had brought twa 
| coaches, for me and my family. I could not forbear 
murmuring, as I prepar'd for my departure; but ask'd 
him, whether there was any likelihood of my being 
immediately ſet at liberty. He anſwer'd, that this 
was very uncertain ; and that I had beſt order my af- 
fairs in ſuch a manner, as tho' I never expected it. I 
underſtood. the meaning of theſe words. I thereupon 
ſettled matters as well as ſo ſhort a warning would per- 
mit me to do; and leaving Dring to finiſh thoſe things 
which requir'd the preſence of ſome one of my family 
or friends; I ſet out for Angers with the twa ladies, 
our children, and ſervants. 2 | 
Thie 
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This myſterious journey could not but give me a 
great deal of uneaſineſs; and I tortur'd my imagina- 
tion, but in vain, to find out ſome reaſonable cauſe to 
which I might aſcribe it. I had not acted any thing 
criminal, either againſt the king or his government: 
England was at peace with Fance; and I had not liv'd 
in ſuch a manner at Saumur, as ſhould bring me un- 
der the leaſt ſuſpicion. Nevertheleſs Mrs Le/lin, who 
cou'dn't but be better acquainted with the genius and 
cuſtoms of her own country than my ſelf, imagin'd, 
that my ſolitary diſpoſition, and the gloomy aſpect L 
wore, had made me ſuſpeted. Be aſſur'd, ſays ſhe, 
that as you had not any manner of acquaintance, you 
were taken for a ſpy. —The coachman drove very fait; 
ſo that as Angers is but thirty two miles from Sau- 
mur, we got there before day-break, I expected, in 
order to have this ſcene conclude as it had begun, 
that we ſhould immediately be cloſely conſin'd. How- 
ever, we ſtopt at aggne houſe; when immediately ſe- 
veral footmen with lights in their hands, conducted 
us into an apartment very well furniſh'd. We had 
not been long there before ſome refreſhments were 
brought us; and as our affliction would not ſuffer us 
to ſit long at table, notice was given us, as the cloth 
2 taking away, that his Jordſbip would be there pre- 

ently. . 3 1 

Tho' I could not comprehend who it was they 
figur'd under this title, I yet had not the curioſity to 
enquire who they meant. A moment after, we ſaw a 
door open, when two men dreſt in white, and whom 
I at firſt ſuppos'd to be in their ſhirts, advanced to- 
wards us with wax tapers in their hands. Theſe light» 
ed a third perſon, who walked after them with gray 
ty, and whoſe whole dreſs appear'd to me very extra- 
ordinary. He was tall, cloath'd in a purple cloth 


. gown, which deſcended to his feet, and trail'd after 


him a conſiderable length. A golden croſs, about the 
length of one's finger, hung down his boſom. He had 
a black cap on his head, which was ſquare at bottom, 
though the top was in a triangular form. In a word, 
his whole dreſs was altogether new to me, when Mrs 
AH | A 3 Lallin 


lence could never have brought me to the truth; and 
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Lallin came up and whiſper'd me in the ear, that ſhe { 
believ'd he was a biſhop. We roſe up at his coming 
in 3 he ſaluted us very civilly, but without ſpeaking ; 
and ee South he bid us do the ſame, by a ſign 
he made. He then repeated a ſhort prayer in Latin, 
after which, he roſe up and ſeated himſelf in an eaſy 
Chair; making ſigns to us, in a very polite manner, to 
fit down in our places. 5 
I was impatient to know how this comedy would 
end; but at laſt he open'd his mouth, and directing 
Himſelf to me, ſaid, that it was proper ſo importante 
a deſign as that we were upon, ſhould begin by prayer. 
That as his majeſty had order'd him to inſtruct me and 
my family, he was ſincerely defirous of ſeconding the 
view of ſo pious a monarch. That he congratulated 
me on the reſolution I had form'd, to apply my ſelf 
ſeriouſly to religion, and to attend to the welfare of 
my foul: but that I was bound to thank heaven for 
prompting his majeſty to preſerve me from the danger, 
to which I had inconſiderately expos'd my ſelf at Sau- 
mur. That in delivering my ſelf up to Mr C 
the miniſter, who was the moſt dangerous heretic in 
the whole kingdom, I had been upon the very brink 
of deſtruction. That the utmoſt pains would be taken 
to inſtruct me and my children, peaceably, in the 
truth at Angers. In fine, he aſſur'd me, they would 
behave with ſo much tenderneſs and lenity towards 
me, that I ſhould have the higheſt reaſon to be pleas'd. 
with my ſelf, for having choſen France to reſide in. 
Theſe words were ſo plain, that I could not but un- 
dierſtand the drift of them. I had moreover been told, 
that the popiſh clergy in France wiſh'd for nothing ſo 
earneſtly as the deſtruction of the proteſtants ; and did 
all that lay in their power to gain proſelytes. My ge- 
nNius and turn of mind were ſuch, that force and vio- 


this I immediately hinted to the gentleman. I ſuppoſe, 

fir, ſays I, that you are the biſhop of this dioceſe, and 
that I am now in your palace ; I don't know whether 
you intend to keep me here by force, but I'll be ſo 
Plain as to aſſure your lordſhip, that if I am 3 i 
R A % - nere, 
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here, twill be againft my inclination: I was born free 

Tho' I choſe to reſide in France for ſome years, there 
yet are no ties which engage me to conkder my ſelf 
as his moſt chriſtian majeſty's ſubject; I therefore ex- 
pect that he'll be ſo juſt, as to ſuffer me to enjoy my 
liberty ; at leaſt ſolong as I ſhall not commit any thin 
which may offend him. In caſe this favour is denie 
me, I am ready to leave the kingdom, and to returm 
to my native country, I ſpoke theſe words in a civil, 


but reſolute tone of voice, at which the biſhop ſeem'd 


a little puzzled. However, he continu'd to aſſure me 
in very polite terms, that his majeſty did not . intend _ 
to make uſe of the leaſt conſtraint, that he himſelf 
would ſhew me the moſt candid uſage} a circumſtance 
I might be perſuaded of, from the handſome reception 
I met with in his houſe, and the'pains he had alread 
taken, to inſtruct me; that the reſt of his condud 
would correſpond with the beginning; that he knew 
I was of ſuch a rank, as merited the kindeſt treatment 
from his hands; that he was going to conduct me to 
an apartment, which I might look upon as my own; 
that I undoubtedly wanted to take a little reſt after the 
fatigue of my journey; that all imaginable care ſhould: 
be taken of my children; and, to conclude, that I 
might entirely rely on his good offices, and reſt aſſur'd, 
_ his whole family would ſhew me the utmoſt re- 
gard. | | | 

D pon this I withdrew, in order to take a little ſleep, 
The biſhop went away, and ſaid, that he promis'd him- 
ſelf the greateſt ſatisfaction in diſcourſing with me the 
next day; and, at the ſame time, allow'd my own ſer- 
vants to wait upon me. I was reſolv'd, at my going 
to bed, not to continue long in this palace, preſum- 
ing that I ſhould not be detain'd againſt my will. My 


_ valet de chambre awaking me the next morning, ac- 
cording to my orders, I bid him immediately enquire 
bo the ladies and the children had flept. He ſtaid 

"only a moment, but brought me the moſt melancholy 
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"news. He told me, that being ſhewn up to the _— 
BF partment, he found them aſleep, and therefore dic 
19 mot agg to awake them; that after this, he had der 
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dom, to which Ta 


5 quite confound me. I admire” y ur Zeal ; but am no 


vou, at leaft, but conſulted me —— But know, 
go much as violence. 
Reſtore 'me only my ; nand then I proteſt to 
you, * Tn not ©: i; 4 palace, but the king- 
| no ways bound. The prelate, 
upon hie, allum'd 2 graver tone; and told me, that 
_ . was not in his power to do this, ſince the king had 


» orderd that they ſhould be educated in the catholic 
54 taith. This refuſal exaſperated me to ſuch a degree, 


that 
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that T was reſolv'd to leave the biſhop's houſe that in- 
ſtant. Adieu, my lord, ſays I, I ſhall leave your pa- 
lace, ſince I am allow'd to do it. I value not what 
religion my children are brought up in, ſince they 
may chuſe for themſelves, when once they are come 


to years of maturity: but what ſhocks me prodigiouſ- 


ly is, to ſee us uſed like ſlaves in a country, where no 
one ought to have the leaſt authority over us. Say ing 
this, I left the palace, in ſpight of all the arguments 


the biſhop could employ to detain me. 


I now went to an inn, and ſent a meſſage to my 
ſiſter and Mrs Lallin, to acquaint them that I was 
there. Twas with ſome difficulty that the biſhop let 
them go; however, finding them reſolute, he at laſt 
diſmiſs'd them, ſending, at the ſame time, his gent/e- 


man to attend upon them; who brought me an invita- 


tion from his lordſhip to dine with him at his palace; 
but I was too much perplex'd with thinking of the re- 
ſolution it wou'd be proper for me to take on ſo im- 
portant an occaſion, to accept of it. I therefore con- 
ſulted with the two ladies, and being unacquainted 


with the laws and cuſtoms of France, I attended parti- 


cularly to Mrs Lallin's advice. Her opinion was, that 
I ſhould ride poſt for Verſailles; and there throwing 
my ſelf at the King's feet, ſue to him for juice ; a hint 
which I very much approv'd of. As the news of what 
had happen'd to me was ſpread all over the city, ſome 
Engliſb gentlemen who were there, having the curio- 
lity to ſee me, came now to pay me their compliments, 
Juſt as I was getting a horſeback. I receiv'd them very 


| civilly, and told them in few words, the deſign I was 


going upon, when they inform'd me that I might vi- 
fit the lord C/arendon in my way, who had been ſome 
weeks in Orleans. This nobleman, whoſe name I 
ſhall never pronounce but with the higheſt reverence 
and reſpect, had been ſo unhappy as to fall under king 
Charles's diſpleaſure, after having ſerv'd him very faith- - 

fully for ſeveral years. He was retir'd into France, but 
before he ſettled himſelf in it, he viſited the ſeveral 
provinces out of curioſity. I had heard ſo great a cha- 


racter of his lordſhip's genius and worth, that I had a 


deſire 
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defire to be acquainted with him; not to mention, that 
as I was unknown to the whole French court, - I flat- 
ter d my ſelf that he'd be ſo generous as to do me ſome 
ſervice. I got to Orliant, which was not out of my 
way, in two days. Altho' the gloomy diſpoſition of 
my mind would not permit me to think of any thing 
like pomp; I nevertheleſs took Mrs La/liz's advice, 
who thought it would be neceſſary for me to appear at 
court with ſome diſtinction; I had ſet out with four 
ſervants, and ſtopping at Orleans, I order'd one of them 

= go immediately for Paris, and prepare an equipage 
T alighted at the very ſame inn, in which the lord 


Clarendon lodg'd; when, a little after, I ſent a meflage, 


by which I deſir'd he would give me leave to pay my 
reſpects to him. His lordſhip accordingly receiv'd me 
in the noble manner which was natural to him; and I 
ſoon inſinuated myſelf ſo far into his eſteem, that he 
offer'd to do me all the ſervice that lay in his power. 
As he had known the lord Axmin/er, I acquainted him 
with part of his ſtory and my own, which immediate- 
ly gain'd me his. favour, His lordſhip ſeem'd to be 
ftrongly affected with my misfortunes; and I may look 
upon this firſt interview, as the foundation of the ten- 
der friendſhip he has ſince always indulg'd me. If 
we did not, the very firſt day of our meeting, arrive 
at the higheſt pitch of mutual confidence; this was not 
fo much owing to a want of eſteem and reciprocal in- 
elination; as the effect of a juſt prudence, which for- 
bids a man to reveal his whole ſoul at once. ; 
His lordſhip gave me two hints, which ſhew'd how 
much his generoſity had already prejudic'd him in my 
favour. The firſt related to the buſineſs upon whic 
I was going to Fer/ailles. He advis'd me to wait up- 
on the ducheſs of Orleans, king Char les's lifter, before 


I addreſs'd his moſt chriſtian majeſty. This princeſs, | 


ſays he, is goodneſs itſelf; her highneſs will do her 
utmoſt to ſerve you; and you need no other recom- 
mendation, but your being an Exgliſoman. He added, 
. that he flatter'd himſelf with being ſo much in her 

grace's favour, that a letter from him would not, per- 


haps, 


PF LS 


Me CLEVELAND. If 
haps, be of diſſervice to me; however, that as he was 


ſo lately fallen under his majeſty's diſpleaſure, he did 


not think it proper to take-that liberty yet, Your fa- 
ther's memory, ſays he to me, is ſo deteſted by all good 
people, that it cannot be for your advantage to paſs for 

is ſon, either in France or England; fo that I'd adviſe 
you to change your name. The honour of being viſ- 


count Axmin/ier's ſon-in-law, will procure you refpe& 


wherever you go. To corroborate what he ſaid, he 
gave me an account of the puniſhment which had been 


_ Inflited on the regicides in England; and with what 
ignominy my father's body had been treated. I thank'd 


him for this double advice, and promiſed to follow it. 
So that during my twenty four hours ſtay in Orleans, 
I obtain'd a bleſſing which merits the ſearch of ages 3 
I mean a virtuous and faithful friend. He told me, 
upon my taking leave, that after having travell'd ſome 
months in France, he intended to withdraw to Neuen, 
and there ſpend his days; and that I might always hear 
of him in the abovemention'd city. 

I again ſet out poſt, and being alone, my ſad heart 
disburthen'd itſelt a little by a deep ſigh. Gracious 
heavens ! ſays I; can I ever more hope for any return 
of pleaſure and tranquillity? After having loſt all 1 
held dear, which was raviſh'd from me by death and 


Infidelity 3 wilt-thou ſtill be ſo indulgent as to reſerve 


me ſo ſweet a conſolation as that of friendſhip? Thus 


I ſpent part of my journey, in examining whether my 


heart was ſuſceptible of any ſenſation but grief; and 
found that 'twas equally impoſſible I ſhould ceaſe to be 
tender and unfortunate. | 

At my arrival in Paris, I found an apartment had 
been hir'd, and an equipage bought for me; upon 
which I ſet out without loſs of time for St Cloud, 


where I was inform'd the ducheſs of Orleans gene- 


rally reſided. This excellent princeſs being of ſo eaſy 
acceſs, I was ſoon permitted to ſee her; and thereup- 


on acquainted her with the occaſion of my journey, 


and how much I ſtood in need of her protection. Her 
highneſs indulg'd it me at once; and as ſhe was to go 
that evening to Verſailles, I begg'd leave to — 

2 er 
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her; and likewiſe that ſhe would pleaſe to inſtruct me 
How I was to at. You ſhall come and ſee me to- 
morrow, ſays ſhe, in my apartment at court ; and 
then we'll take ſuch meaſures as may be neceſſary. 
Hearing this I took my leave, and went for Verſailles, 
fluſh'd with the greateſt hopes. : 15 
The French court was at that time ſo crouded and 
magnificent, that it was a difficult matter to find an 
apartment fit for me in Verſailles. The king had juſt 
concluded a glorious peace with Spain, by the treaty 
of Aix-la-Chapelle ; and as he liv'd in perfect good 
harmony with all his neighbours; ſo general a tran- 
quillity had invited a great number of foreigners; who 
came to be eye-witneſles of all the wonders which 
were publiſh'd of that great monarch. The ceremony 
of the dauphin's chriſtening, which was ſoon to be ſo- 
lemniz'd at Sf Germain's en Laye ; and for which ſplen- 
did preparations were making, drew thither all the 
nobility of the kingdom; who never fail, on theſe oc- 
caſions, to contribute all they can to heighten the ſplen- 
dor of the crown. Nothing was therefore ſeen but 
magniticence in dreſs, and pompous equipages; and, 
if we were to judge by outward appearance, the king 
of France was at the higheſt point of glory, to which 
ambition can aſpire. The court was ſo crouded, that 
the day aſter my arrival I could ſcarce make my way 
through the ſeveral apartments of the palace. How- 
ever, being at laſt come to that of the ducheſs of Or- 
lan, I there met one of her officers, who had ſeen 
me the night before at Sr Cloud. The gentleman went 
in to her highneſs, and told her that I begg'd leave to 
ſpeak to her; upon which I was immediately order'd 
to walk into her cloſet —Things, Sir, ſays ſhe, turn 
very much in your favour; his majeſty, who generally 
viſits me in the afternoon, has ſent word that he'll be 
here this morning; and thergfore, pray repeat the 
particulars you ſpoke laſt night, in order that they may 
be the more preſent to my memory when his majeſty 
comes. I then gave her highneſs an account of every 
thing that had paſt in Saumur and Angers, as I had 
done before. As it was impoſſible for me to do this, 
; without 
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without giving her ſome little idea of the gloomy diſ- 
poſition of my mind, ſhe had the-eurioſity to enquire 
into the eauſe of it. I ſatisfied her highneſs by letting 
her into part of my ſtory, and did not ſo much as con- 
ceal my wife's infidelity. The great attention with 
which ſhe liſtned, ſhew'd that ſhe was pleaſed with my 
relation. But after I had done ſpeaking, I was prodt- 
giouſly ſurpriz'd at her anſwer. I believe, fir, ſays 
ſhe, I know your lady I am, ſays ſhe, after re- 
flecting a moment, vaſtly miſtaken, if I don't. 195 
My wife! alas! Madam, 'tis impoſſible that perfi- 

dious creature ſhould have had the confidence to ap- 
proach your highneſs. She's far from being of a bold 
and aſſuming character: would to heavens ſhe Wee 
not baſe and inconſtant! She muſt have laid aſide all 
pretenſions to modeſty, before ſhe could have preſum'd 
to appear before your highneſs; immers'd, as ſhe is, 
in crimes of the blackeſt dye. You may be perſwaded, 
ſays the princeſs interrupting me, that ſhe never re- 
vealed them to me; but I'm firmly perſuaded *tis ſhe 
herſelf. About ſix weeks hence, this very Lady ad- 
dreſs'd me, merely as an Engliſb gentlewoman who 
ſtood in need of my protection. She was introduced 
to me, and I muſt confeſs that her perſon prejudiced 
me greatly in her favour. I enquir'd her name, and 
what ſervice I could do her; upon which ſhe defired 
me not to infiſt on her anſwering the firſt queſtion ; 
but after having acquainted me (the tears ſtreaming 
from her eyes as ſhe ſpoke) that ſhe came from the 
Weft-Indies, and that her ſufferings were inexpreſlible, 
ſhe begged me to procure her ſome aſylum, in which 
ſhe might ſpend the remainder of her days. I was ſo 
Pleaſed with her, that had ſhe diſcloſed all her affairs 
to me, I ſhould certainly have taken her into my 
houſhold ; but ſhe perſiſted in refuſing to gratify me 
in this particular, and only begg'd me to procure her 
ſome place where ſhe might live in peace: Finding 
this, I advis'd her to retire into the monaſtery of 
Chaillot; and upon her agreeing to it, I ſent a gentle- 
man of my houſhold to conduct her thither, and re- 
commend her to the abbeſs in my name. — When I 
2 ; compare 
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compare what you have now told me, with the few 
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particulars ſhe gave me an idea of, I don't doubt but 
ſhe is your lady; are not you therefore deſirous of 
ſeeing her? © 5 | TS 
See her! ſays I with a deep ſigh, alas! I ought ra- 
ther to ſhun, and endeavour to forget her eternally. 


However, madam, I am infinitely obliged to your 


highneſs for being ſo indulgent. Your goodneſs has 
fix'd her in a place where I now need not fear, that 
ſhe'!l ever diſhonour me more. Faithleſs creature! 
This then is the fruit ſhe reaps from all her crimes ! 
She, no doubt, intends to ſpend the reſt of her days 
in bewalling her lover! J pity you both, ſays 


the princeſs; for, to be plain with you, I cannot ad- 


viſe you to ſee her again ; and nevertheleſs, compaſ- 
fion inclines me to wiſh her as well as I do you. As 


her highneſs had done ſpeaking, word was brought 


that his majeſty was coming in, upon which ſhe deſir'd 
me to withdraw, and wait a little. T obey'd, and 
walk'd about the anti-chamber, revolving my uſual 
melancholy ideas, which now preſented themſelves 
more ſtrongly to my imagination, than they had be- 
fore done for ſome time. I now was fully perſuaded 
that my wife was really in Chai//or. Altho' 'twas 


ſome little conſolation for me, to hear that ſhe was 
now in a place where it would be impoſſible for her 


to indulge in ſuch paſſions as are of a criminal nature ; 
I yet felt the ſame violent emotions, as when I firſt 
heard of her infidelity. The circumſtance whieh tor- 


mented me moſt, was my inability to diſcover how [I 


was inclin'd, with regard to that faithleſs creature; 
and whether love had any ſhare in my agitations. This 
I examin'd very fincerely, having no deſign to impoſe 


upon myſelf; and I had ſo much ſtrength of mind as 


to give this teftimony of my own diſpoſition, viz. 
that in what frame ſoever my mind might be, I was 


ſure I ſhould never deſire to ſee her. Me! fays I, ſee 


an infamous woman who has brought me to ſhame; a 
perfidious creature who has violated all her engage- 


ments; a cruel wretch who has ſtabb'd my heart; I 
ſee a baſe jilt! a hypocrite who impos'd upon > _ 8 
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ſeveral years together, by a ſpecious outſide of virtue 
and honour ; and who certainly laugh'd in herſelf, to 
find me ſo ſtupidly fond and credulous? No? I'll ne- 
ver ſee her more. But why does her bare remembrance 
excite ſuch emotions in my heart? Whence do thoſe 
tears proceed which are now ready to flow, and the 
deſpair which preys inceſſantly on my heart? Did I 
not wiſh for death to put a period to all my evils? 
And even now that my reaſon ſeems to have recover'd 
its former ſeat, ſhould I not tear my hair, and vent the 
moſt mournful cries, were I to yield to the furious 
tranſports which ſtill rack my imagination? bY. 
So great was the chaos of confus'd and involuntary 
emotions, that I could not pierce thro' it; and I in- 
ceſſantly groan'd and tortur'd myſelf, without being 
able to make the leaſt diſtin reflection on the cauſe 
of my agonies. But in the midſt of this diſtraction of 
mind, a page came to me ſrom the princeſs, and de- 
fir'd me to walk into the cloſet. Sorrow was ſo ſtrong» 
ly painted on my countenance, that her highneſs hint- 
ed it to the king: Your majeſty, ſays ſhe, ſees him 
before you; the bare ſight of him melts my heart; I 
don't think that ever man was ſo unfortunate. His 
majeſty then was pleas'd to ſpeak to me in the moſt 
gracious words, and afterwards turning about to the 
princeſs; Madam, ſays his majeſty, with regard to 
what happen'd at Angers, I have already told you that 
*twas done without my knowledge. I leave all reli- 
gious matters to the council of conſcience, tho? I am 
perſuaded, they ſometimes abuſe my authority: but L 
never intended, that ſuch foreigners as came into my 
dominions ſhould be troubled on any account; and 
therefore, thoſe who committed this act of injuſtice 
ſhall certainly be call'd to account for it. As her high» 
neſs knew, that ſuch general promiſes as theſe are ſoon 
forgot, and being deſirous that this ſhould not; ſhe 
anſwer'd in the moſt agreeable manner, that I did not 
deſire any perſon ſhould be puniſh'd upon my account: 
all I begg'd, was, to be allow'd to ſee my children as 
{oon as poſſible, The king underſtood her meaning, 


and thereupon ordering an exon of the guards to be 
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in, Why ſo? ſays the princeſs, ſhe's a moſt agree - 


brought in, he immediately commanded him to go to 
Mr de Louvwois, with the orders I ſo earneſtly wiſh'd | 
for. Upon this T withdrew with the exon; her high- 
neſs, at the ſame time, deſiging me not to be out of 
the way; for I muſt, fays ſhe, ſee you again very ſoon. 

I waited in the antichamber, till his majeſty was 
withdrawn; and heard the company ſpeak variouſly, 


about his viſiting the princeſs ſo conſtantly, both at 


Perſailles and St Cloud. Tho'I did not mix among 
the courtiers,- to whom I was wholly unknown; I 


' nevertheleſs gather'd the ſenſe of a great part of their 


diſcourſe, as I walk'd up and down alone among them. 
Some fancied that the king was in love with the prin- 
ceſs; others imagin'd, that their interviews were alto- 
gether political; and foretold very exactly the treaty 
which was concluded a little after, between Franceand 
England, againſt Ho//and; but I did not find that any 
one guels'd the real motives of the king's viſits, as it 


. afterwards appear'd; I mean the ſecret inclination he 


had for one of her highneſs's maids of honour. His 
majeſty never came once into the apartment, without 
finding ſome opportunity of diſcourſing a moment or 
two with that young lady. I ſaw her among the reſt 
of the maids of honour, and tho? her perſon did not 
ſeem to be very engaging, and that no one knew the 
king had a particular inclination for her ; I neverthe- 
leſs fancied, by ſome glances ſhot from his majeſty's 
eyes, as he left the cloſet, that he did not look upon 
her with indifference. The king's eyes muſt need. 
rily have been very expreſſive, to make me obſerve 


this circumſtance, as I had never ſeen him before. 


The princeſs having ſent for me as ſoon as the com- 
pany were withdrawn, I return'd into the cloſet. You 
have the greateſt reaſon, ſays ſhe, to be ſatisfied with 
the king's goodneſs ; for, as he has given ſuch ſtrict 


orders, your affair will ſoon be done; but I am curious 


to know how you intend to behave, with regard ta 
your own lady. I anſwer'd, that I believ'd the only 
thing proper would be, to let her continue in the con- 
vent which her highneſs had been pleas d to place her 


able 
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Thus you ſee your honour will not be expos 
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do very well without a wife, and therefore I adviſe 
you to be reconciled to her. Are we not to indulge a 
pardon to ſuch perſons as we once lov'd with a molt 
tender paſſion, eſpecially when they diſcover a real re- 
pentance of their faults ? Beſides, I find by what you 
have told me, that France was not the ſcene of her un- 
happy conduct; and you may depend upon my 8 
'd in a 
manner, and that you may live as happlly with her as 
ever. | 

Theſe arguments, which were rather humane than 
juſt and rational, made a ſtrong impreſſion on me; and 
thereupon I continu'd, for a few moments, uncertain 
what anſwer to make. Her highneſs being urgent 
with me to ſpeak, Madam, ſays I, at laſt, I muſt cond 
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able woman; you are young; men of your age eat 
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feſs that your highneſs's advice has clear'd up a doubt, 


which I really imagin'd it would be impoſſible for me 
to get over eaſily. I could not tell whether I till had 


ſome tenderneſs left for that faithleſs woman; but 1 
now find, by the fondneſs with which I liſten to your 


highneſs's advice, that it would be in vain for me to 
imagine, I had completely triumph'd over love: how- 
ever, it will be hardly poſſible for me to forget my 


wife's guilt. When I firſt gave way to the fond paſ= 


fion I had for her, I reſolvd to love with reaſon; and 
hoped to make myſelf happy by the only two methods 


I ſuppos'd capable of rendering me ſo; I mean love 


and wiſdom. I had for many years been ſo blind, as 
to perſuade myſelf I had ſucceeded in this particular 
or, at leaft, that the only thing wanting to complete 
my happineſs, was a handſome competency, which kT 
had ſome reaſon to hope, would one day be indulged 
me. Nevertheleſs, I was betray'd' by a perfidious Wo- 
man, who undoubtedly never was fincere in her loves 
ſince ſhe was ſo baſe as to abandon me, *and in one 
day ſap the two foundations of my happineſs. Four 
highneſs, ſays I, may poſſibly be in the dark as to the- 
meaning of theſe words; but EF muſt do myſelf the 
honour to lay open my whole ſoul to you, in order to 
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render myſelf worthy of the regard and concern which 


which my wife has plung'd me. 
robb'd me of the felicity which aroſe from her love; 


KP 


you are pleas'd to difcover for my welfare. 

I then gave her highneſs an exact account of the 
manner of my education, and the principles by which 
I had always ſquar'd my conduct. I did not ſo much 


as conceal either my name or my birth; and at the 


ſame time told her the advice which lord C/arendon 
had given me; and aſſur'd her highneſs, that my ſtory 
ſhould have been concealed to all but herſelf. At laſt, 


alter having given her a genuine account of whatever 
had befallen me; of my wife's infidelity, and the ſad 
circumſtances which had attended upon it; I concluded 


with relating my adventures in St Helena, Corunna, 
and Saumur. Such, madam, ſays I, is the abyſs into 
She has not only 


but likewiſe made me loſe the happineſs which I ima- 
gin'd was ſo ſtrongly founded, I mean on wiſdom. I 
Had hitherto conſider'd my philoſophy, whether it 


were real or deluſive, as a ſource of light and ſtrength; 
but ſince the misfortune which oppreſs'd me, I find 
ber to be nothing leſs than what I had imagin'd, Sup- 


Poſe ſhe had been only a ſhadowy and fiftitious being, 
me yet had the power to calm my ſou], and admini- 
ſter d comfort, when the evils were not beyond her 
reach; but fince I have loſt that which was to make 


me completely happy, in . M007 TX with wiſdom, 
0 


the dictates of philoſophy are now of no effect. Thus 
my natural affections and underſtanding partake equally 
of my misfortunes. The former thereby loſe all their 
delights, and the latter its ſtrength and ſupport. This 
All'd me with deſpair, and I wiſh'd to die; and now, 
madam, would you adviſe me to be reconciled to the 


perſon who has been the cauſe of all my calamities? 


The princeſs looking upon me with aſtoniſhment, I 


faid to her; Madam, I believe you find ſomething ve- 


ry ſingular in my expreflions; and 'tis this, or I am 
very much miftaken, occaſions the ſurprize, which 
methinks I diſcover in your highneſs's eyes. To ſpeak 
the truth, ſays ſhe, you appear to me a very extraor- 
dinary perſan; and I muſt confeſs, that what I have 

| Row 


| 


8 


Mr Cleve LAND. 19 
now heard is wholly new to me. However, ſince you 
govern yourſelf by ſuch wiſe principles, (and how 
few do ſo!) I ſhall value you much more upon that ac- 
count. The older I grow, and the more experience I 
gain, the more I find mankind in general to be falſe 
and criminal. I am reſolv'd to make your moral ſyſtem 
familiar to me; and aſſure you, that I ſhall be glad to 
have ſuch a monſter as you often in my company. But, 
by the way, I think you don't argue juſtly. ' Becauſe 
your lady has depriv'd you of all the ſoft ſenſations of 
love, and made philoſophy of no. uſe to you; you 
thence conclude, that ſhe does not deſerve to be ſeen 
any more by you: Now I, on the contrary, am of 
opinion, that you ought, for your own fake, to be re- 
conciled to her as ſoon as poſſible; in order to enjoy 
again thoſe pleaſures which love and philoſophy diſ- 
penſe. Alas! madam, ſays I to her, what pleaſures 
can I expect from love, after the falſe creature has 
uſed me ſo barbarouſly ? Your highneſs thinks that I 
may again be captivated by thoſe charms which once 
had ſo fatal an aſcendant over my heart; ſuch as her 
lovely eyes, her fine ſhape; and the ſeveral graces which 
ſhone throughout her whole perſon? Theſe, indeed, 
fir d my ſoul ; but your highneſs may be aſſur'd, that 
I ſhould only have admir'd, had I not fancied they were 
heighten'd by other things, which were much more 
worthy of inſpiring love, That rectitude of ſoul; 
that modeſty, {weetneſs, and-an hundred other beau- 
tikul qualities which I fancied I had diſcover'd in her 
mind, either never exiſted at all, or are quite extinct. 
But, ſuppoſing honour were quite out of the caſe; 
what ſhould I now do with her? I ſhould continually 
exclaim againſt her inconſtancy and baſeneſs; and all 
my glances would dart complaints or reproaches: my 
very ſilence would be a ſtrong cenſure; and tho' I 
could be ſo much maſter of my temper, as to aſſume 
a calm, unruffled countenance ; would this either make 
me happy, or her leſs guilty ? =— But you own, ſays 
the princeſs interrupting me, that you ſtill have ſome 
love for her. Love heals wounds of every kind, and 


thraws a veil over all faults. L will conſeſs, ſays J. 
| | 2 that 
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that I till love her; but then J am perſuaded it is 2 
weakneſs. You'll never get the better of it, replied 
| the princeſs, ſmiling; and ſince it will one day gain 
| the aſcendant, you had better let my intreaties ſerve 
you as a pretext, ſince by that means you'll ſecure your 
own honour, and that of philoſophy ? 
This converſation, which was ſpun out to a much 
greater length, was attended with very happy conſe- 
quences; for it inſpir'd the princeſs with ſo much af- 
teCtion for me and my family, and ſo great concern 
for my intereſt; that it prompted her to act the part 
of a mother to my children, and to be my protectreſs 
In a court where I was wholly a ſtranger She was 
3 to deſire me to hire a houſe in her neighbour- 
ood, at St Cloud, in order that I might viſit her of- 
ten; and accordingly J hir'd one which was very agree- 
able and commodious, before I return'd to Anjou; and 
order'd ſome of my people to furniſh it during my ab- 
ſence. Upon this ſetting out, I paſs'd thro' Orleans 
in my way to Angers, but did not meet with the lord 
Clarendon in that city, he being gone for Poictiers 
three or four days before. Being got to my journey's 
end, I went immediately to Mrs. Lallin and my ſiſter; 
and found, that the king's orders were not only arriv'd 
but put in execution; my two ſons, and my niece 
Bridge, being in the houſe with them. The ladies 
aſſur'd me, that the biſhop had ſhewn them the kindeſt 
treatment during my abſence, for which reaſon I 
thought it my duty to return him thanks. I don't 
know how he came to hear of the powerful protection 
I had already gain'd at court; but tho? he hd treated 
me with the utmoſt civihty in his palace; I obſerv'd 
ſomething in his carriage, and his offers of ſervice, 
Rill more obliging than what he had before indulged 
me, which I aſcrib'd to the news he had heard at Ver- 
ailles. I could not, however, forbezr taking notice, 
with a pleaſant air, that his majeſty did not approve of 
violent proceedings. The biſhop took my meaning 3 
and, to juſtify his conduct, related the following parti- 
culars. Father Je Bane, ſays he, ſuperior of the ora- 
it tory, told the intendant, by letter, that he knew a 
178 19 ; foreigner 
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foreigner lately ſettled in Saumur, who ſeem'd defirous 
of inſtructing himſelf in religious matters, but was 
unhappily fallen into the hands of Mr C „ the 
huguenot miniſter; and therefore, in all probability, 
not only himſelf, but his whole family, would ſoon be 
infected with hereſy. The intendant, upon his re- 
ceiving this letter, tranſmitted it immediately to me; 
and I will own to you, ſays the biſhop, that the great 
concern J have for your eternal welfare, prompted me 
to get you ſecur'd and brought into this city; and 
upon hearing that you was a perſon of diſtinction, I 
offer'd to take you into my own houſe, and to in- 
ſtruct you myſelf. Perhaps the intendant may have 
been a little too officious; but theſe gentlemen will 
be obey'd, in the ſeveral provinces, with an almoſt 
abſolute authority. They have a great many blank 
letters de cachet, which they fill up whenever they 
pleaſe ; ſo that their whole proceedings ſeem to be by 
the king's orders. I appear'd well ſatisfied with this 
Juſtification, which threw the whole blame on the in- 
tendant. | 1 
I now thought of removing to St Cloud, with my 
whole family and furniture. Shall I be ſo weak as to 
make the following confeſſion? Notwithſtanding I was 
ſo highly exaſperated againſt my wife, *twas ſome plea- 
ſure to me to think that I ſhould now be near her, 
Chaillot not being above three miles from St Cloud; 
and tho? I endeavour'd to baniſh this idea, as arguing 
the greateſt weakneſs; it was yet continually preſent 
to my imagination throughout the whole journey. The. 
tumults of my ſoul were fo viſible in my countenance, 
that the two ladies told me every day, they were ſur- 
- Priz'd time had ſo little effect upon my ſorrows, Be- 
ing now arriv'd at my houſe, which had been, com- 
pletely furniſh'd, Mrs Lallin and my ſiſter were very | 
| well pleas'd with it. There was a large garden be- 
longing to it, a little grove, and every thing that cam 
form an agreeable ſolitude. The next day I waited up- 
on the princeſs, to pay her my reſpects, and acquaint. 
her with the arrival of my family. Her higbneſs did 


not wait for my deſiring the liberty to preſent my 
| 2 | children 
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children to her, but prevented me by ſaying, I deſire 
you to bring them this evening; for I would have 
them know the way to my palace as ſoon as poſſible. 


After having thank'd her highneſs in the beſt manner 
T was able, for her uncommon goodneſs; I mention'd 


my fiſter to her, who ſpoke our tongue ſo well that ſhe . ; 


might very well paſs for a native of Ezg/and; which 
I had no ſooner done, but this excellent princeſs bid 
me bring her alſo. I was afraid that Mrs Lallin would 
be very uneaſy, ſhould any endeavours be us'd to make 
her more known than ſhe deſired to be; and indeed 
the melancholy ſcenes of liſe ſhe had paſs'd through, 
made her juſtly fond of retirement; I myſelf had ap- 
plauded her reſolution in this reſpect, for which rea- 
ſon I never once mention'd her to the princeſs. 

As I was leaving the palace, I ſaw a ſplendid coach 
coming into the court, and enquiring whom it be- 
long'd to, was told the lord Terwill. Tho' I was not 
perſonally acquainted with that nobleman, I remem- 
der d he had been viſcount Axminſter's old friend; and 
that the latter had made over part of his eſtate to him. 
Lat firſt was reſolv'd to ſpeak to him; but a reflection 
which my own unhappy fate ſuggeſted, and that of 
his noble friend's unhappy daughter, prevail'd with me 
to go away without ſpeaking to him. I conſider'd, that 
it would be improper to acquaint him fo ſoon with my 

affairs; and the fear I was under leſt her highneſs 
ſhould let ſlip any particulars relating to me, in diſ- 
courfing with him, made me return to her apartment, 
and beſeech her not to tell his lordſhip who I was. 
My meeting him, increas'd my ſorrow to ſuch a de- 
gree that J was almoſt beſide myſelf as I was returning 
home, Heavens! ſays I, what ignominy is reflected 
on viſcount Axmin/fer's memory! How will it be poſ- 

fible for me to fee any of his friends, without men- 
tioning his daughter, and conſequently, without te- 
vealing both her father's ſhame and mine? How can 
I be able to conceal, what muſt be ſo ſtrongly impreſt 
on my countenance, tho” it were poſlible for me to 
diſguiſe it in my diſcourſe. Alas! the lord Termi// 
was formerly an eye-witneſs to lady Axminſter's mil- 
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fortunes, and he now muſt hear of her daughter's in- 


famy! it will not only come to his knowledge, but 


that of all Eng/and. Thus will relentleſs fate perſe- 
cute the unhappy viſcount Axminſter, even after death: 
He hardly enjoy'd a moment's eaſe or ſatisfaction in his 
life-time, and now he will be diſhonour'd in his 


grave. Indeed, I could not ſee how it would be poſ- 


ſible for me to avoid acquainting lord Tersoill with my 


| wife's wretched ſtory, in caſe I declar'd myſelf to be 
| viſcount Axminſter's ſon-in-law ; and yet I could not 


diſpenſe with doing this for my children's ſake, who 
otherwiſe would be depriv'd of part of their grand- 
father's eſtate, To confeſs the truth, the principal 
motive which engag'd me to ſettle for ſome time in 
France, fince my landing at Nantz ; was, the hopes I 


entertain'd, that the ſad ſtory of my misfortunes would 
be forgot before I went for England. *Twas for. this 


reaſon that I diſmiſs'd my ſailors, and ſuch perſons 
about me whoſe diſcretion I was a little ſuſpicious of; 
being reſolv'd not to have any one follow me to Eng- 


| Jand, who had it in his power to diſcloſe ſuch circum- 


ſtances as I defir'd to bury in eternal ſilence. How- 


ever, I had not call'd to mind, that as lord Termwill 


muſt be in years, I ſhould run the hazard of depriving 
my children of part of their inheritance, in caſe 1 
ſhould delay any longer to make them known to him. 


| Neither had I confider'd alſo, that it would perhaps be 


a difficult matter for me to prove the juſt right they 
had to it, by virtue of their birth, and the viſcount's 
laſt will. "Tis true indeed, that when he was upon 
his death bed at Pen/eco/a, he had recogniz'd me as 


his ſon-in-law and heir, by a note ſign'd by himſelf; 
| but 'tis well known, that when an inſtrument is not 


executed in a legal manner, it may be eluded; and 
tho' I had no reaſon to doubt of the lord Termil/'s in- 
tegrity, 1 naturally concluded that he would deſire 
ſome ſtronger teſtimony, than a bare ſignature, and 
the word of a perſon who was unknown to him. My 
wife's preſence alone would, at once, remove all theſe 


| difficulties; and what pretext could I invent, to dif 
guiſe the real cauſe of her abſence ?- 


As 
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As theſe reflections only heighten'd my perplexity 
and ſorrow, I reſolv'd to acquaint her highneſs with 
them that evening; and by that means engage her far. 
ther in mine and my family's intereſt; accordingly [ 
waited upon the princeſs at the hour appointed, andi 
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had the honour to preſent my ſiſter and our children to 
her; and ſhe receiv'd them with that goodneſs and 
affability, which made her the delight of the French 
court. My niece was a very amiable child, and not 
above twelve or thirteen years of age. The princeſs 
indulg'd her the higheſt marks of her favour, and 
promis'd ſhe ſhould be of her houſhold, when ſhe was 
fifteen years of age. The converſation turn'd for ſome 
time on generals, when I at laſt took notice of my 
meeting the lord Terwi// in the morning as I was 
Coming out of the palace. TI afterwards told her high- i 
neſs the confuſion this had thrown me into; and how. 
perplex'd I was at the thoughts of my being obliged to 
diſcover myſelf to him, for the ſake of my children. 
The princeſs judg'd what it was that gave me pain, 
without my explaining myſelf very far. I ſuppos'd, 
ſaid ſhe, by your ſo earneſtly defiring me not to name 
you to him, that there was ſomething between you. | 
However, I know him to be a man of honour; and 
ou may be perſuaded that he will not make an ill uſe 
of the confidence which viſcount Axminſter had in his 
friendſhip. He'll make but a very ſhort ſtay in France, 
and is come purely upon my affairs. Tho'I have no 
authority over his lordſhip, you may depend that he'll 
foon, at my requeſt, give up whatever belongs to your 
children. You have no occaſion to ſpeak to him upon 
that account; for I'm ſure he'll do it at onee at my 
bare requeſt. Was not this, ſays ſhe, what you deſire, 
and what you poſſibly was afraid of asking me? I an- 
ſwer'd her highneſs, that. 'twas much more than-I de- 
fir'd; and that I could not have expected all this from 
ſo great a princeſs, had I not known her to be good- 
| > neſs itſelf ; but won't, ſays I, with ſubmiſſion to your 
| | highneſs, his lordſhip think it a little ſtrange, to be 
Sr ask'd to give up what he has in his hands, without 
| knowing to whom? I obſerv'd farther, that 1 could WM 
| | prevail 
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prevail ſo far-upon myſelf as to tell my lord who Iams 


ity WE that I ſhould even think myſelf oblig'd to pay my ae- 
EZ knowledgments to-him ; that therefore the only diffi- 


culty was, how I ſhould conceal my wife's irregular: 
conduct from him; which I look'd upon as impoſſible; 
in caſe ſhe muſt be diſcover'd to him; and at the ſame 
time know that we don't live together. I take you, 


® ſays her highneſs ; but the difficulty is not ſo great as! 


you imagine. Your lady has wiſely choſe to retire; 


from the world, and *tis probable ſhe'll never leave her 


I ſolitude. Can't you tell lord Terwill that ſhe's dead ?, 
Don't be afraid that your lady would ever attempt ta 


EX contradict that report, ſhould it ever come to her ears. 


3 I highly approv'd theſe hints, and therefore, ſays I, 
X madam, I am perſuaded this is the only courſe I can 
take; and I don't doubt but his lordſhip will look up- 


on what you affirm in my favour, to be as valid as any” 
thing my wife can ſay. But ſure was ever man more 


unhappy than I! Pardon, madam, ſays I with a deep 
WF figh, this involuntary cry, which my grief and ill for- 
tune forces from me. You ſee me reduc'd to the fa- 
tal neceſſity of employing artifice to conceal what ought 
to be my greateſt glory, and which will now cover 
me with ſhame and ignominy. | Gods! I: therefore 
don't dare to ſay my wife is living! She is dead with 
reſpect to me, and much more ſo then with regard ta 


9 the reſt of the world, who will now believe ſhe is in 


9 her grave! | | 340 
The ſenſation which aroſe from theſe words was ſq 
FX violent and bitter, that. I felt the tears trickle from my 


| 1 eyes, at which I was aſham'd, and therefore dried em 
immediately. Her highneſs was ſtruck at ſeeing, mes 
for 'tis ſcarce poſſible for a perſon to hear the natural 


expreſſions which flow from deep anguiſh, and not be 
mov'd: I even obſery'd that a tear ſtood in her eye; 
however, ſhe aſſum'd a ſmiling countenance; | when 
ſhe reproach'd me for my weakneſs, and laugh'd at 
my philoſophy. I anſwer'd, alas! madam, either your 
goodneſs is wanting, or you ſee plainly that tis moſt 
neceſſary to me. As for philoſophy, I at once give it 
up, as a uſeleſs miſtreſs whom I have ſerv'd to no pur- 
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| poſe, and that always fails me when her aſſiſtance is 
moſt neceſſary. But in caſe any thing is more capabie 
of ſuccouriug me than philoſophy, tis your highneſs's 
compaſſion 3” I therefore beſeech you not to refuſe me 
the teſtimonies of it. Let me alone, ſays ſhe ; L have 
thought of a remedy which will be more efficacious 
than you imagine, and ['l] take care to ſend it you. 
Saying this, we left her highneſs, who then deſir'd 
my ſiſter to come and viſit her often with the children. 
Thad taken care to chuſe a lone houſe near Sr Cloud, 
& was before obſerv'd, and ſuch as ſuited with the 
defign I had of living as retir'd as poſſtble. The wood 
or grove that belong'd to it was ſpacious enough; in 
the moſt ſolitary part of which there was a little 
Hbuſe, conſiſting of two rooms and a cloſet, which 
were fit'to repoſe in, after the fatigue of a walk. This 
\ Hermitage I generally retir'd to, and furniſh'd it very 
prettily: and tho' I did not hope to meet with any 
; farther ſaccour from reading, I nevertheleſs bought ſo 
many books, and put into it, as made a little library. 
Here I propos'd to paſs the greateſt part of my time, 
that is, thoſe hours I ſhould not ſpend with the prin- 
ceſs. I us'd myſelf never to be out of it, but at the 
hour of meals; and would often have my victuals 
brought thither. I led much the ſame life here as I 
had done in Saumur; in refleting inceſſantly on the 
ealamities I had met with; in begging heaven for that 
eace which I could no longer expect from men; in 
ſometimes turning a book over, but diſtracted by a 
thouſand cruel reflections, which prevented my taking 
4 delight in what I read: at other times oppreſs'd by 
the violence of my inward pangs, when I would 
throw myſelf on the bed, but found ſleep, inſtead of 
_ Eaſing my tortures, a freſh ſource of diſquietude, by 
the fatal and terrifying dreams with which my imagi- 
nation was rack'd. _ 2 5 
One day word was browght me, that a clergyman, | * 
ſent from the princeſs, deſir'd to ſpeak with me. My 
mind was then in one of thoſe gloomy ſituations, in 
which my ſorrows ſeem'd to prey upon me with re- 
doubled violence. However, I order d the ſervant to 
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bring him to me. This perfon was a jeſt, "All, 
knew of this ſociety was its name; 8 that I had 
heard ſome particulars concerning it, whic Qt 
much redound to its credit. Being therefore preju- 
- diced againſt the French clergy, as was before oblery'd, 
ever ſince the troubles they had brought me into at 
Saumur; I certainly ſhou'd not have allow'd him ad- 
mittance, but merely upon her highneſs's account. I 
that inſtant thought, that the jeſuit brought the re- 
medy which the princeſs had hinted to me; and I be. 
gan to fear, that *twas of the ſame nature with tha 
which the miniſter of Sazmur, and father e Bane had 
adminiſter'd, viz ſuch an one as would only heighten 
my uneaſineſs. The eccleſiaſtic was introduc'd int 
my library, when he addreſs'd me in a very civil mane _ 
ner, and I found him as polite, and not quite ſo'af- 
feed as father /e Bane, He told me, that amonj 
the ſeveral commiſſions with which her highneſs had 
entruſted him, he would open with that which 'he 
look'd upon as the leaſt important, tho' at the fame. 
time it was greatly ſo in itſelf; but added, that he 
gave it this name, becauſe he was ſenfible that I ha 
very little eſteem for the adyantages which It would 
procure me. He then gave me a paper, the contents | 
of which were in Eng/ifp, and defir'd me to read it 
before he explain'd himfelf farther: This was an in- 
ſtrument ſign'd by the lord Terwill, by which he ac- 
knowledg'd that viſcount Axninſter at his leaving 
England, had made over certain poſſeſſions to him, 
an inventory whereof was there inſerted; and oblig'd 
himſelf, by this inſtrument, to xeſtore them to ſuck 
of the viſcount's heirs, as ſhould make good their ti- 
tle. | He added, that as he did not know theſe heirs, 
he therefare had thought himſelf bound in honour, 
and by his conſcience, to cauſe this declaration to be 
drawn up, in order to prevent any diviſions and dife 
Putes which might ariſe after his death; and there- 
fore had thought proper to make it over to Henriette 
Maria, ducheſs of Orleans, to be diſpos'd of as ſhe 
_ ould think proper; having had the greateſt experi- 
ence of her humanity and juſtice, © fo 
EE | C» What 
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efs, was, t je former of thoſt virtues, which bad 
0 her to follow wit! ſo much care and ad- 
reſs, the method which was moſt conformable to my 
deſires. This inſtrument not only ſecur'd the inheri- 
tance of my children, but rid me of a thouſand incon- 
veniencies I ſhould otherwiſe have been expos'd to. 
There now was no longer occaſion of employing ar- 
tifice in order to impoſe on lord Tersvill, by pretend- 
ing that my wife was dead. Both of us were diſpen- 
ſed. from appearing, ſince her highneſs was pleaſed to 
take the whole management of this affair in ſome man- 
ner upon herſelf. As to the ſatisfaction I had propos'd 
to meet with, in making myſelf known to lord Ter- 
coil, I was not now oblig'd to be ſo haſty in that mat- 
ter; and I flatter'd myſelf that I ſhould one day or 
other meet with an opportunity for that purpoſe. 
Hence tis plain that the ſervice her highneſs had done 
me, Was accompanied by every thing that could 
beighten its merit, whether I conſider'd the circum- 
ſtances, or the effects which would reſult from it. 
. I, deſired, the jeſuit, in caſe he went back to Sz 
loud, to return the princeſs the utmoſt thanks, in 
my name; being reſolved to go and acquit myſelf of 
that duty forthwith. But the father, upon my tel 
Ting him this, interrupted me juſt as I was riſing up: 
Hold, ſir, ſays. he; I have not yet acquainted you, 
with the commiſſion 'of greateſt conſequence. We 
muſt, fir, after having taken this care of your worldly 
intereſt, endeavour to be of ſervice to your quiet; 
and I am miſtaken in what her highneſs told me, if 
you. have not this moſt at heart. I was very much 
afraid, upon hearing theſe words, that the princeſs 
Had let him too far into the ſecret of all my pains, 
for which reaſon T made him no anſwer. But I found 
by the ſequel of his diſcourſe, that he had only been 
inform'd in general, that I had found the ſevereſt treat- 
ment both from love and fortune. I know, ſays he, 
that you have met with unparallel'd calamities; that 
vou have long ſought for a remedy ; and that neither, 
philoſophy, your converlation with the miniſter in 
NY adam 
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Saumur, with the ſather of the oratory, or the biſkop, 
cou'd adminiſter the leaſt eaſe. But, dear fir, tx 
whom did you addreſs'yourſelf ? to philoſophy, 4 de- 
erepit old creature, who, in her youthful days, . ha 
nothing amiable belonging to her buf a name ; who 
was perhaps capable of making fools, but never d. 
procure happineſs; and is now fit only to amuſe. chil- 
dren in ſchools. To whom did you addreſs yourſelf? 
to a proteſtant and two janſeniſts! good God! What 
hands were you got into! and how could you expe 
a remedy, from things which are productive PLAY 
greateſt evils? Return thanks to heaven, ſays he with 
an air of triumph, for having ſav'd you from the pot- 
ſon of empiricks, and preſerv'd you to receive the 
ſuccour which Jam now going to offer. Saying theſe 
words he roſe up, and caſting his eye on my books, 
and ſpying only philoſophers, antient and modern: 
what do I fee, ſays he with the ſame tone of voice: 
'fools, madinen and blind wretches? O fir, fir, can 
the ſophiſms and illufions of theſe impoſtors impoſe 
upon you any longer? How can you return to a ſource 
which you found was made up of vanity and corrup- 
tion? If I may adviſe, throw them all into the fire ; 
and when you ſhall be diſpos'd to liſten to my inſtruc- 
tions, then let me compoſe your library. 
I ſhould but faintly expreſs the fite, the eafe, the 
politeneſs and gaiety with which he pronounc'd theſe 
words. This made me immediately conclude, that 
the perſon who now ſpoke to me was a church-fops 
and telling her highneſs my thoughts on this matter 
the ſame evening, ſhe aſſur'd me that this name not 
only ſuited the perſon ſhe had ſent to me, but the 
greateſt part of the ſociety to which he belong'd. J 
know not, ſays ſhe, whether I ſhall make em a com- 
pliment, when 1 aſſure you that I like them upon that 
very account; and among the ſeveral orders of friars, 
there is none affords me ſo much diverſion as this. 
Theſe can aſſume every ſhape at pleaſure; we perceive 
ſomething ſo ſparkiſh, ſo gallant in all their actions; 
that every perſon who has ſome taſte for pleaſure, muſt 
'be delighted to have them perpetually buzzing about 
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that they make me fond of religion; and I can't thin 
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bim. Their preſence and their habit gives a ſanc 
to a thouſand things; and we indulge ourſelves, with 
out the leaſt remorſe, to every thing that pleaſes. As 
for my own part, continues the princeſs, I will ow 
Why *tis look'd upon to be ſo ſevere a thing, in caſe 
It be really what they repreſent it. 

I thought this character the more juſt, as I myſelf 
Had already made the ſame reflections, while I was 
diſcourſing with the jeſuit. Tho” his carriage ſur- 
Priz'd me a little at firſt, I confeſs'd to him that I had 
Teap'd very little benefit from philoſophy, or the reli- 
gious converſations in which I had been engag'd in 
Saumur and Angers. I added, that the falſe ſteps 
which had-been taken in thoſe places, had prejudic'd 
me very much againſt any conſolation which might be 
adminiſter'd to me in a religious way. I have now, 
Jays I, loft all hopes of eusry kind, ſince philoſophy 
proves ineffectual, and I find ſo little ſuccour in reli- 
gion. To this he anſwer'd, that I had loft the latter 
too ſoon, but that he'd ſoon give me an opportunity 
of recovering it: that he was pleaſed to find me re- 
ſolv'd not fo be led on after a blind way; that he lov'd 
to employ reaſon in all things, that as all he argu- 
ments he had to propoſe, were founded on the moſt | 
folid principles, he therefore was not afraid; of decla- 
Ting the remedies he had to offer, being fully per- 


Tuaded, that I ſhould immediately approve them. 
Give me leave, ſays he, to explain them in one word. 


We will begin by rejeQing philoſophy, unleſs you 
mall think ft to call the new ſyſtem I am going to 

ropoſe by that name. As for religion, it will be of 
erase to us; but then J ſhan'c engage you in ſuch 

bſcure and knotty queſtions, as were perhaps propos'd 
to you in'S2ymur and Angers; but {hall borrow ſuch 
Particulars from it only, as are moſt agreeable, and at 
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the fame time moſt neceſſary, 

Tou muſt firſt ſuppoſe, ſays he, that conſidering the 
gloom ſituation of your mind, two things muſt be 
done in order to effect a cure: the firſt is, to efface 
the remembrance of your aflictions ; and the een 
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But then, a bare exemption from pain, is not enoug 
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to make your heart ſuſceptible of pleaſure. Altho“ 
theſe objects ſeem at firſt ſight to reſemble one ano- 
ther, you will yet find them vaſtly different, in cafe 
you conſider them attentively. I ſhan't now deſcribe 


minutely the methods I intend to make uſe of; ſuf- 


fice it that religion will be of ſervice to the firſt of 
theſe deſigns. Alas! ſays he, turning his eyes towards 
heaven, would it could contribute alone to the ſecond! 
but we are form'd of fleſh and blood; that is to ſay, 
we are not moſt delighted with ſpiritual pleaſures. 
Nevertheleſs, this ſad and dejected heart requires t 
be ſooth'd. I hear its ſighs, and J eafily diſcover its 
cravings. Gracious heaven ! Let me take my 
courſe. I know what it wants, and am certain that 
it will obtain a wiſh'd-for calm, when once this is ob- 
tain'd. Thus will I lead you by two paths which will 
terminate in happineſs. By the one, you'll be freed 
from the importunate melancholy which preys upon 
your ſpirits, and peace will be reſtor'd to your mind. 


to make you happy; eſpecially after the tedious, the 


dreadful ſufferings you have labour'd under. By m 

aſſiſtance your heart ſhall again be ſenſible to the ſoft 
motions of pleaſure ; and this I promiſe to bring 
about imperceptibly. Onee again, fir, I beg you to 
Put ſome confidence in me, and then all will be well. 


Such random promiſes as theſe could not eaſily in» 


ſpire me with the confidence which the father deſit'd 
me to entertain, However, the refpe& I ow'd the 


princeſs, who had ſent this new comforter to me, 
oblig'd me to ſhew him ſome marks of eſteem and ap- 
probation. This made him more urgent with me; 
and taking the civility I continu'd to ſhew him, for 


an abſolute confent; he told me at his going away, 
that he would immediately prepare what was ſo neceſ- 


ſary to my peace, and return the next day, when he 
would explain himſelf farther. 


I had the honour of being admitted that evening 
to the princeſs, when T thank'd her for the two fa- 
vours ſhe had indulg'd me that day. I gave her an ac- 


count of every thing that had paſs'd between the = | 
| ſuit 
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. ſuit and me, when her highneſs form'd the judgment 


I have already taken notice of; and tho? I had no man- 
ner of inclination to make a trial of the method he 
propos'd, yet as the princeſs was urgent with me to 
ſubmit to it, I was oblig'd to acquieſce. What risk, 
ſays ſhe, will you run? If you conſider it only as an 


amuſement, it will, at worſt, divert your diſquietudes 


for ſome time. You don't know what a comical kind 
of creatures theſe jeſuits are. Upon this, I con- 
ſented to hear what the father had to ſay. As I did 
not agree to this, merely from the thoughts that it 


might be a diverſion, as her highneſs aſſur'd me it 


would be; neither did I do it from the hopes that it 
would prove of ſome conſolation. And indeed I 
ſhould have been very much miftaken, fince the ad- 
venture it engag'd me in, fill'd me with confufion and 
anxiety, and occaſion'd me to bluſh a thoufand times 
at my weakneſs, | | | 
The jeſuit return'd to viſit me, at the hour he had 
appointed. That morning 1 had receiv'd a cheſt of 
books from him, which he had carefully collected for 
my peruſal; however, I did not open it in his abſence. 
He came about noon. As I had invited him to dine 
with me, care had been taken to provide a handſome 
repaſt. The father did honour to the entertainment, 
by eating prodigious heartily of every diſh. Dinner 
being ended, he open'd his morality with ſome re- 
flections on the pleaſures of the table. You have, in- 
_ deed, fir, ſays he, treated me in a moſt ſplendid man- 
ner; but what occaſion was there for this abundance, 
or rather profuſion of diſhes? I told him naturally, 


that I had made this entertainment purely upon his ac- 


.count, and that I myſelf was vaſtly indifferent with re- 
gard to dainties. Sir, ſays he, you don't take me: I 
am far from condemning a moderate reliſh for good 
chear; and I even believe that this kind of pleaſure 
has its ſhare too in forming what we call a happy life: 
but then methinks, a man of ſenſe, ſhould not make it 
conſiſt ſo much in a multitude of viands, as in neat- 
- neſs and delicacy. As for inſtance, you can't be too 
careful that your victuals be well dreſt, nor be too 


nice 
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nice in the wines you chuſe for your ordinary drink- 
ing. But then, what occaſion was there for ſo great 
a variety of diſhes and liquors? Be aſſur'd that we ſuf- 
fer for this ſooner or later; our taſte degenerates; we 
feed upon pernicious food; and you can't imagine 
how greatly this prejudices our happineſs. I'll aſſure 
you, ſays I, I make very little diſtinction in the difhes _ 
that come before me: my ſorrows make every thing 
bitter, and change the moſt wholeſome nouriſhment 
into poiſon. Let me alone, ſays he; I know what 
muſt be done to make you recover your taſte, We'll 
begin by the affections and the underſtznding ; and 
you'll find how naturally every thing will follow from 
my principles. 5 
We then went to my ſummer-houſe, whither I had 
order'd the cheſt of books to be carried. The jeſuit 
open'd it before me, and taking out the volumes, gave 
them to me one by one. 2 5 
The firſt he put into my hands was a little French 
catechiſm, written by one Canifas, a jeſuit. This, 
ſays he, is a little golden book ; "tis the eſſence and 
elixir of religion. Read but this little piece, which 
you ſee is hardly bigger than my finger, and in leſs 
than an hour you'll know as much as all our doctors 
and biſhops; nay as much as the pope himſelf, ſays 
he with a ſmile, leering at me by one corner of his 
eye. Stop here; don't deviate from the principles 
which it inculcates, and you may depend upon being 
as firm in religion as a general council. He next pre- 
ſented me with a work, entitled, Devotion made eaſy, 
written alſo by a jeſuit. This, reſumed he, is for mo- 
rals, the other is for doctrine; the former includes 
the law, the latter the practice of it. You'll here find 
every thing that is neceſſary for ſalvation, and will be 
ſurpriz'd to ſee how matters are ſoftned. When once 
you have peruſed this work, you'll never have occa- 
ſion for any other. You and I will read it over toge- 
ther. Here you'll meet with a cure for all your trou- 
bles, or you'll find it no where. He after this drew 
ſome other books of devotion out of his pocket, in 
the ſame ſtrain, all which he applauded n 
ut 
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crates; and read them every day for an hour or two. 


As a much greater number of books remain'd-in the 
cheſt, I waited impatiently to hear the titles of them 
all. However, he did not do this, till after he had 
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declar'd the uſe of them by way of prelude. He ob- 


ſerv'd to me, that as it was not poſlible for the mind 


to have always a reliſh for ſerious things, it was ne- 
ceſſary to yield to that weakneſs of nature; but that 
there were ſuch things as profitable amuſements, | 

which a well-diſpos'd mind knew how to make ad. 


vantage of: that I was particularly oblig'd to make | 


this experiment whenever it was neceſſary 3 that the 


books he was going to offer me, would amuſe the af- | 
fections and underſtanding at the ſame time; and con- 
ſequently, that nothing was better adapted to forward 


Having ſaid this, he read the titles of ſeveral] books 
of poetry, novels, and romances; aſſuring me, that 
they were the productions of the greateſt genius's of 


the age; and advis'd me; to read theſe pieces, parti- 


.cularly, as often as poſſible; in order to prevent my 
giving into meditation, which he aſſur'd was of dread- 
ful conſequence, both to me, and to all perſons in my 
.circumſtances. I not only had never heard of the 


amuſing works abovemention'd, but had not even the ; 
leaſt idea of the ſubjeR of them. I took them from 


the jeſuit; and tho' I hop'd, from his bare word, that 


they'd be of ſome advantage to me, I yet would not : 
form a judgment of their merits, till after I had exa- 


min'd them. : 


What I now, ſays he, put into your hands, is only | : 


to prevent retirement from being a burthen to you; 
and J hope to be here frequently, in order to aſſiſt you 
in a more ſolid manner by my diſcourſes. I at the 


ſame time would adviſe you to go more into company. 
Her highneſs will always be vaſtly glad to ſee you in 
St Cloud, And as courts and gilded roofs: don't al- 
ways adminiſter the greateſt pleaſures; I have procur'd | 
you an acquaintance, who will ſuit your humour won- | 


derfully, and conſequently be vaſtly pleaſing to you. 


the ſucceſs of the deſign he had explained to me. | 


This 
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This perſon lives in the neighbourhood; I have al · 
ready repreſented your character to him in the man- 


the ner you deſerve, and he expects you with impatience. 
em You make vaſt diſpatch, ſays I; I now begin 
had to have an idea of the manner in which you intend * 
ob- to diipel my melancholy... Tis indeed certain, that 
ind ſo gay a life as that you propoſe to me, would at laſt 
ne. produce this effect, were I capable of making a habit 
hat of it; but that is the difficult point, or rather what;[ 
nts, look upon as abſolutely impoſſible. You don't know, 
ad, that when my mind is in its moſt happy ſituation, no- 
ake thing is more abhorrent.to it, than that perpetual obli- 
the vion of one's ſelf; and that there's nothing I would 
af. W more unwillingly be free from, than reflection and me- 
on- W ditation. The remedy therefore which you offer me, 
ard would be almoſt as painful as the evils I ſuffer. He 
ne, anſwer'd, that I ought at leaſt for my own ſake, to 


W make a trial of it; that I ſhould not thereby enter into 


oks 

hat any engagement, but what might he broke at plea- 
of ſure; and that whenever company was diſpleaſing, I 
rti- might return to my ſolitude. At laſt T conſented to 


my wait upon him, particularly after he had drawn the 
ad- character of the perſons to whom he was to introduce 
my me. The perſon in queſtion, ſays he, is a proteſtant 
the gentleman, whom I am endeavouring to make a con- 
the vert to our religion, by bis majeſty's command. You'll 
om be delighted with his wiſdom and good ſenſe, | He 
hat leads a retir'd life as you do, having no other compa- 
ny but his wife and daughter, You have too good a 
. | taſte, ſays he with a myſterious ſmile, not to wiſh to 
ſee them again, when once you have been in their 
company. „ iq 

Accordingly we went together, in my coach, to 
the gentleman, who did not live above two miles 
from me. The compliments they paid me at my 
coming in, gave me reaſon to believe I was expected; 
and J indeed found in the gentleman's countenance 
and conyerſation, whatever my conductor had pro- 
mis'd ; far he appear'd to be a perſon of excellent 
ſenle; witty, polite, a taſte for the ſciences, and in- 
{orm'd with the moſt exalted notions of honour and 
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form'd ſuch a ſpectacle, as I could not for ſome time 


inform'd by a ſoul of a ſuperior nature. Though my 


knew, ſays. he, you'd paſs this judgment; and will 
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virtue. We diſcours'd for ſome time before the ladies 
appear d. The jeſuit, as though he were impatient 
to have me ſee them, deſir'd Mr R — to procure 
me that ſatisfaction; and immediately he'indulg'd me 
that favour, with the beſt grace imaginable. His lady 
came in, who look'd to be about forty years of age, 
and ſeem'd by her air and aſpect to be a perſon of con- 
dition; but all my glances were in a moment directed 
to her daughter, whom I took rather for ſome deity, 
than a mortal being. Nature never laviſh'd her per. 
fections with greater profuſion. I at firſt barely ad- 
mir'd her as the moſt lovely object I had ever ſeen, 
The delicacy of her complexion, the regularity of her | 
features, the dazling vivacity of her eyes ; a thouſand 
charms diffus'd over her face, and her whole perſon, | 


ſatiate myſelf with gazing upon. Nor were her words, 
or the tone of her voice leſs graceful; and to com- 
Pleat ſuch a number of perfections, the whole was ac- 
companied with an air of ſweetneſs and modeſty ; 
which ſeem'd to declare, that ſo beautiful a body was 


admiration was rais'd as high as it poſſibly could be, 
-T yet had'ſo great a command over myſelf, as not to 
ſhew it very ſtrongly. We ſpent the reſt of the viſit 
in mutual civilities ; and were ſo well pleas'd'with one 
another, that we promis'd to cultivate each other's 
rt 171 K = | 

The jeſuit watch'd me more narrowly than I ima- | 
gin'd he had done; and ask'd me, with a ſmile, as we 
Teturn'd, how I lik'd the gentleman and his family. I 
anſwer'd, that I had all the reaſon imaginable to like 
them. And the lady? ſays he; is not ſhe a ſweet 
«creature? Oh ſhe's an angel, ſays I; and I queſtion 
whether ſhe's to be match'd in the whole world. Up- 
on this he aſſum'd a more ſerious countenance. 1 


confeſs to you, that I had ſome deſign in introducing 
you. You are looking out for remedies againſt ſorrow ; W 
now will it be poſſible for you ever to find amore 
lovely one? Alas! ſays I, looking upon him with ſur- WM 
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prize, you don't know, me: I underſtand what reme- 
dy 'tis you intend to propoſe; but then you have not 
heard that love alone is the cauſe of my greateſt misfor- 
tunes. He interrupted me, by declaring he was not 
a ſtranger to that particular; and that this was the ve- 
ry reaſon why he advis'd me in the manner he had 
done. I am unacquainted, ſays he, with the detail of 
your adventures; but I form'd a judgment of you from 
the general idea which the princeſs gave me of your 
character. You are naturally tender-hearted. Be al-. 
ſur'd that love is the only remedy, to heal the evils it 
may have occaſion'd : believe this to be true, for I 
have long ſtudied the heart of man. He added, you 
will now eaſily underſtand the ſyſtem I have form'd,. 
in order to work a cure: this I ſhall reduce to four 
principal heads ; firſt, religion, whoſe motives and. 
ſublime conſiderations will ſoon diminiſh the ſenſe of. 
your pains ; ſecondly, the peruſal of agreeable books, 
which will partly diſpel the remembrance of them; 
thirdly, company, which will baniſh them entirely; 
and laſtly, the ſweets of love, which will ſteal into. 
your heart like a healing balm, and inſpire you with 
a reliſh for pleaſure. 
Tho? nothing could be more whimſical, and un- 
doubtedly more unnatural, than this medley of ſen- 
ſual pleaſures and religion; I yet did not deſpiſe his 
ſyſtem, becauſe it was a medley. But as I imagin'dT 
ſhould be equally incapable of devoting myſelf either 
to company or love, I therefore declar'd that I did 
not expect to reap any benefit by his counſels : how- 
ever, he was not diſcourag'd for this. As he did not 
know any thing relating to my wife, and in all proba- 
bility took me for a widower, who was at liberty to. 
love whom I pleas'd ; he perſiſted in declaring that I 
ſhould ſoon experience the efficaciouſneſs of his me- 
thod. I will ſuppoſe, that his views in introducing 
me to this young lady were entirely honeſt; and that 
he did it purely to give me an opportunity of falling 
in love with her, and afterwards making her my wife. 
But tho? his proje& was not ſucceſsful, it yet had this 
effect, viz. it brought. me to this ſhameful confeſſion, 
VIE» 
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giz, that T did not know my own heart, when I ima- 
gin'd it was ſecure againſt the attacks of love. 
When we were got to my houſe, he took his leave; 


and now my buſineſs of greateſt importance, was, to 
peruſe the books he had left with me. The firſt there- 


fore that L open'd was the divine catechiſm, in which 
he had aſſur'd me all things belonging to religion were 
comprehended. As had as yet but a very imperfect 
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idea of the truths of the Chriſtian religion, the reader 


will naturally ſuppoſe, that this book was not over ſa- 
tisfa&tory. Several things were obſcure; and had they 
been clearer, yet my mind was of ſuch a turn, that 
unleſs a doctrine is corroborated by proofs, it could 
not make the leaſt impreſſion on me. The following 
reflection was the firſt I made, after having read it 
over attentively. On what grounds does this man pre- 
tend to make me ſubmit blindly to his authority, or 
that of his book ? There is undoubtedly no religion 
but has its principles; and the moſt' ſenſeleſs and inco- 
herent in the whole world, might very ſafely offer its 
principles to me in this' manner. Conſequently there 
is none of 'em but has the ſame right, or rather that 
has as little, to require my aſſent to them without the” 
leaſt proof or examination. I concluded therefore, 
that I was to wait the jeſuit's explications, before I 
could expect to reap the fruits, which he had aſſur'd 


me I ſhould, from his catechiſm, and other religious 


books. After this, I took up ſome of the works of 
gallantry and amuſement, which he had rank'd. in the 
ſecond claſs of remedies. I dipt a little into them all, 
but did not find that above two or three at moſt 


were any Ways rational. A few ingenious thoughts, 


a happy turn of expreſſion, ſome ſoft or ſmiling ima- 
ges; ſuch were the weapons the' jeſuit offer'd me, to 
drive away the remembrance of my pains, However, 
after I had look'd into theſe pieces for about a quarter 


of an hour, I threw *em from me with the utmoſt in- 


dignation. Heavens! ſays I, does he ſport with my 
ſorrows! To imagine that it is poſſible for me to be 
comforted by ſuch trifliug amuſements as theſe, is the 
ado alan e 
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I now-enteftain'd a meaner idea than ever, of the 
promiſes with which the jeſuit had fill'd me. As to 
his third method of curc, I look'd upon it as more 
improbable than the two former; and J reſolv'd not 
to make uſe of his fourth remedy. Upon this I was 
firmly deter min'd to rid myſelf of this troubleſome 
phyſician; and to make my excuſes to her highneſs - 
tor rejecting a perſon ſhe was pleaſed to ſend me, He 


[ was to return the next day; when I left the following 


meſſage, which I order'd my ſervant to deliver in the 
moſt civil terms, viz. that I begg'd him not to give 
himſelf any farther trouble about me. However, IL 
was vaſtly pleas'd that he had introduc'd me to ſo 
agreeable a family as that of Mr R , whom re- 


gected on with the higheſt pleafure, and reſoly'd to 


keep up a cloſe correſpondence with them. As Mr 
's temper and diſpoſition ſuited very much 
with mine, I did not doubt but I might engage him 
to be a good friend. The charms of his daughter 
were ſtrongly painted in my imagination; and whene- 
ver ſhe was preſent to my memory, my ſorrows were 


| ſooth'd. I even perce iv'd that ſhe occurr'd too often 


to it, and for that reaſon I ſometimes endeavour'd to 
blot out the lovely idea. I then would fall again into 


my old way of thinking; but while I was recollecting 


all the unhappy circumſtances of my life, ſome eircum- 


ſtance or other would naturally, as it were, awake the 
| remembrance of miſs R 


| claim'd againſt my wife's infidelity, the next moment 


Whenever I ex- 


I would compare her charms with thole of the young 
lady abovemention'd. Such, would I ſay, was my 
ungrateful, my perjur'd wife; at leaſt ſuch ſhe ap- 


pineſs. | 
I ſpent that evening, and part of the night, in this 
ſort of inquietude. Nevertheleſs, heaven is my wit- 
neſs, that ſo far from having the leaſt miſtruſt of what 
was now taking root inſenſibly in my heart; I did not 
once ſuſpect that my paſſions would have betray d, and 
brought me into danger. The reader has heard, in 
what manner I had curb'd them hitherto, Sorrow 
was 


| Pear'd to my eyes when I thought her my only hap- 
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was properly the only paſſion I had to ſtruggle with: 
Whatever love had inſpir'd was pure and innocent. I 
will own, that I was fearleſs and unguarded, becauſe 
J had not the leaſt notion of danger. And indeed [ 
ſunk under it at once without making the leaſt oppo- 
fition 3 and an odd circumſtance is, that my reaſon 
was as ſoon impos'd upon as my ſenſes. I undoubted- 
ly would have ſuppreſs'd this part of my ſtory, which 
indeed reflects ſhame upon me, had fame and reputa- 
tion been the motives of my writing. However, I 
promis'd to preſent the public with a faithful account 
-of my calamities and weakneſs, and not to make my 
own elogium. 0 8 

Upon my waking, my imagination was employ'd 
on miſs R to ſuch a degree, that I cou'dn't 
think of any thing elſe. Cupid, for 'twas he himſelf, 


raiſed the moſt delightful emotions in my boſom ; and. 


whether it were an effect of the dreams, which had 
exhibited themſelves to my fancy in ſleep, or from 
the nature of the” paſſion itſelf; I awak'd in ſuch an 
extaſy of joy, as I had never felt but in the moſt de- 
licious moments of my life. I, however, made ſome 
reflections on this change; and as-I did not endea- 
our to impoſe upon myſelf, it was eaſy for me to 


judge the cauſe of it, I love, ſays I, that's certain. 


Bat then I added immediately, in order to prevent the 
reproaches of reafon, Is it a crime to love? I have 
found on a thouſand occaſions, that love is an inno- 
cent paſſion. I beliey'd it to be not only lawful, but 
eſſential to my happineſs, at a time when I made wiſ- 
dom and virtue my ſtudy. How ſhould it ceaſe to be 
ſo, ſince it charms my grief, and fills my ſoul with 
joy? No; I have found a remedy to my ſorrows; "tis 
love, and I fee] the effects of it. The jeſuit had a 
more juſt notion of things than I, and knew my heart, 
better than I myſelf did. 

This way of reaſoning appear'd ſo ſolid and conclu- 
- five, that I thought it unanſwerable. I even forgot 
for ſome time that I was engag'd by ſuch ties, as abſo- 
lutely forbid my forming any others; and even when 
I recolleCted this, I look'd_ upon it as a weak and tri- 
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fling object ion; and deſtroy'd it. ſo eaſily, that my 
heart ſeem'd prepar'd to anſwer it. Yes, ſays I, Iam 


bound by the ſtrong ties of marriage; but the preſent 
affair relates only to love. As my wife has violated 


her conjugal vows, I certainly am entirely diſengag'd _ 


from her. Ungrateful woman! Did I not adore her? 
Should not I have lov'd her with my lateſt breath? 
Alas! I ſhould Kill prefer her to the poſſeſſion of a 
throne, were it poſſible for her to recover her loſt in- 
nocence; but my ſhame and her perfidy, are too fla» 
grant. Can any one therefore condemn me, for en- 
deavouring to forget her? 1 5 
Let me conſider, ſays I; this difficulty I ean clear 
up in an inſtant. I, however, cannot poſſibly diſſolve 
the engagements by which I am bound to my wife, 
and I don't even intend to do it. This is a fatal chain 
which 1 muſt be forc'd to drag fo long as I live. But 
then, I ought to deſpiſe her; twas a ſhameful weak» 
neſs in me, to doubt whether I ftill lov'd her. But tis 
certain that the heart muſt ſtill love ſomething. Twas 


not to a needleſs purpoſe, that heaven ſuggeſted to me, 


that love would heal all my ſorrows 3 conſequently L 
may indulge the paſſion which I have for miſs K. 
'Tis true indeed, that I cannot propoſe any thing fars 
ther in this, than the bare pleaſure of ſoothing its 
But what did I ever ſeek for in love? Was it the bare 
pleaſure of the ſenſes? But this degrades the human 
creature to a brute, ——— No: tis the ſweet union 
of two hearts, between whoſe ſenſations and impulſes 
the utmoſt harmony is found; 'tis a taſte for merit; 
'tis the inexpreſſible charm of tenderneſs ; tis all that 
I can no longer expect to find in my faithleſs partners 
or can ſeek for in another, without alſo incurring the 
guilt of infidelity; for this kind of tye may be diſ- 
tolv'd; the vows and oaths of marriage are no ways 
relative to this delicate part of love. The moment a 


perſon, who had promis d eternal fidelity, violates his 


eng gaments, the other party is free. The body ouly! 
is 62und by verbal rromiies. Now if this is the only: 
tye, LU never break it. 1 
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I revolv'd a great many more reflections in my mind 
that morning; but what is ſtrange, is, that they all 
"tended to juſtify my new paſſion, and TI did not form 
n ſingle argument to combat it. This, like an impe- 
tuous flood, carried away all my ideas with its cur- 
rent. In the afternoon word was brought that 
Mr R-—— was come to viſit me, upon which I ran 
to receive him with the utmoſt ſatisfaction. The ſer- 
vant had not told me, that he had brought his wife and 
daughter along with him; but tis impoſlible to expreſs 
the exquiſite pleaſure I felt, when the idol of my 
Heart appear'd. I paid them all the higheſt compli- 
ments, when beginning to diſcourſe, we unboſom'd 
ourſelves with much greater freedom than we had done 
before. Mr R- deſir'd to enjoy my friendſhip 
with as much warmth as I requeſted his. This I pro- 
ais'd at once; and in order to cement it the more, I 
engag'd my ſiſter and niece to cultivate the acquaint- 
ance of his lady and daughter. The diſcourſe turn'd 
for a conſiderable time, on the great zeal which the 
Jeſuit diſcover'd for the converſion of hereticks. Mr 
—— Who by this time entertain'd ſo favour- 
able an idea of me, as to be perſuaded he might truſt 
me with a ſecret, without incurring the leaſt danger; 
confeſs'd naturally to me, that he was almoſt tired with 
the jeſuits viſits and inſtructions. I can't think, ſays 
he, in what manner this ſcene will end. Prudence 1 
obliges me to permit his viſits, becauſe I have an e- 
preſs order from his majeſty for that purpoſe. Tis 
with the utmoſt regret that J liſten to his arguments, 4 
for I am too firmly perſuaded of the truth of my own 
religion, ever to change it; but then he's ſo very 
troubleſome, that I cannot ſay whether my patience 
will let me bear with him much longer. On the other 
fide, I'm oblig'd to act a very cautious part. The em- 
ployments I enjoy, and even my eſtate will be taken 
from me, in caſe he does not make a favourable report 
to the king, who ſeems to be more exaſperated againſt 
the Proteſtants than ever. We daily hear of nothing 
but perſecution. The chamber of the edit, in Rouen, 
has juſt now been ſuppreſs d; and the court threatens 
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rances, even from his own mouth, of ſupport and 


ing into ſome of the neighbouring countries? Do not 


continued very modeſt * I yet could plajnly- 
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to aboliſh all our privileges: and to encreaſe gur eala- 
mities, we are aſſur'd that Mr ds Turenne deſigus to 
turn papiſt. We are not to doubt but the King's zeal 
will be ſtill more inflam'd; after ſo great à conquelt 
as this is made; and will uſe us with leſs indulgence 
than ever. I am therefore in the utmoſt perplexity 3 
and I ſcarce know how to reconcile my conſcience and. 
worldly intereſt, I anſwer'd, that I was ſorry to hear 
his affairs were in ſo dangerous condition; and toſhew 
that his fears were not altogether vain, I told Him all 
that had happen'd to me and my family in Angers, If, 
ſays I, foreigners are treated in this manner, whit may 
not natives expect? I ſhould have left France imme? 
diately after this treatment, had I not been detain'd 
in it by her highneſs's goodneſs, and his majeſty's aſſu- 


protection. But, with regard to you, fir, what hinders 
you to ſcreen yourſelf from perſecution, by withdraw- 


England and Holland offer you an aſylum ? This, 
ſays he, is not ſo eaſy a matter as you imagine, for the 
parts are not open. Beſides, can I leave the kingdom 
without a farthing in my pocket, and expoſe my fami- 
ly to the utmoſt extremes of miſery? I am ſo well 
known, that I ſhall not be allow'd to ſell my eſtate; 
and ſeveral of thoſe who call themſelves friends, and 
my ſervants, are ſpies over me. We now began to 
confide in one another without the leaſt reſerve; which 
however, did not hinder me from obſerving all his 
daughter's motions, and to undo myſelf by gazing on 
her lovely face. i n 
'Tis well known that a little familiarity makes a great 
change, both in carriage and the turn of a converſa- 
tion; and this we experienced almoſt in zn inſtant. 
The four ladies, obſerving that Mr x — and I 
now diſcours'd together with much greater freedom, 
they imitated us, and began to converſe with the ut - 
moit familiarity. *Twas then that I began again to ad- 
mire the charms of the amiable Cecilia, for by this 
name ſhe was called by her mother. Tho' ſhe ſtill 


2 perceive, 


mils Cecilia, would excite the ſweeteſt ſenſations of 


ments, I yet could not farbear examining them afreſh 
after ſhe was gone. I computed, as it were, how far 
I was reſfolv'd to indulge my heart. I'll ſpend, ſays J. 
'the afternoon of every other day at Mr R * 
Houſe; there I ſhall have the pleaſure to ſee the charm - 


ing Cecilia; to fit by her, and hear her talk. I'll ga- 
ther ſo much from ſight and diſcourſe, as ſhall ſuffice 


to amuſe me agreeably the days that 1 am abſent from 
Her. Thus innocent were my views hitherto. In a 
word, I abandon'd myſelf thus freely to love, purely 
to nouriſh it in my boſom, and in order that it might 


remove my ſorrows. However, as the little god had 


infinuated himſelf lily into my heart ; and that I did 
not begin to argue in his favour, till he had obtain'd 


a ſuperiority over it; I ought to have diſcover d 105 
71 h 120 | ; UN ; ; 8 


8 242 — * 


Mr CLE VE rar b. 45 


the change which was wrought in me, that I was now 
over-reach'd by him; and therefore that he'd continue 
to impoſe upon me. Be this as it will, I know not 
what he might have made me do, had I liſtned only to 
his ſuggeſtions, or my own impulſes; and I have this 
comfort in the ſhame which afterwards follow'd, that 
had I not liſtned to the advice of another perlon, I 
ſhould not have brought it upon me. | 
The jeſuit return'd in the evening, with a delign to 
ſpend the evening with me. I was now ſo delighted 
with the paſt events of the day, and was ſo greatly 


chang'd in my humour, that I had countermanded the 


order I gave the night before; he thereupon was ad- 
mitted, and I was highly pleaſed at his coming in. You 


now, ſaysT, behold a man who is 3 changed from 


what he was yeſterday. This filled him with ſo much 
joy, that he interrupted me immediately, by ſaying ; I 
ſee it plainly by your countenance, and I thank heaven 
for it. I flatter myſelf that my books and advice have 
contributed to this happy alteration. Your books! 


fays I, naturally; — no, no: and I'll affure you they 


gave me ſo little ſatisfaction, that I threw them aſide. 
But, in caſe you call the inclination I have for miſs 
Cecilia, the effect of your counſel, I then muſt con- 
feſs myſelf greatly obliged to you; and that I have al- 
ready reap'd the greateſt benefit from it. T then expa- 
tiated on the beautiful qualities of that young lady, 
with the pleaſure which a perſon feels, who talks of 
a belov'd object; and looking on the jeſuit as a kind of 
confidant, I let him into the whole ſtate of my heart. 
After having heard me with an air of ſatisfaction; I'm 
now firmly perſuaded, ſays he, that a cure will be 
wrought upon you; that he had never doubted of the 
ſucceſs of the method which he had propoſed to me; 
that he could have wiſh'd I had complied with his 
whole preſcription ; for then, ſays he, the fruits of it 
muſt have been more perfect; that the ſerviceI ſhould 
have reap'd from religion in this particular, would 
have exceeded infinitely my hopes and my imagination. 
i interrupted him in my turn, and told him, 


that I ought not to be accus'd, for not approving that 


nn of 
part of the remedy which he had offer'd me under the 
name of religion; for, ſays I, the arguments which [_ 
met with in the books you lent me, are very far from 
being ſatisfactory. He then made me ſuch an anſwer, 
as I look'd upon then, and ſtill continue to do, as a 
very odd one: I underſtand, ſays he, what it is diſ- 
pleaſes you in the little piece I lent you. You are 
mighty fond of reaſoning, and are not ſatisfied with 
any thing leſs than demonſtration. But I am to tell 
you, that *tis hardly poſſible to arrive at any thing cer- 
tain in religious matters; and perſons of the greateſt 
ſenſe are not always the beſt Chriſtians: Faith requires 
ſimplicity and ſubmiſſion. Harkee, ſays he, I'll now 
tell you a reflection which have made a thouſand times 
over. A man of ſenſe is ſo far from being diflatisfied, 
that we only require him to be of a tractable turn of 
mind, and put reaſon quite out of the queſtion ; that 
he ought to look upon our method as an infinitely ad- 
vantageous one. In caſe religion was not to be attain'd 
but by dint of reaſoning, *tis of ſo important a nature, 
that we ſhould be oblig'd to ſtudy it all our life-time ; 
and how great muſt be the toi), to be forever poring 
over the Bible, and ſeveral other obſcure pieces, in 
order to diſcover the true ſenſe of them? Now every 
thing neceſſary to ſalvation, is comprehended in the 
little book I gave you. A quarter of an hour's reading 
does the buſineſs. By its aſſiſtance, you'll enjoy the Þ| | 
ſeveral privileges of religion; you'll poſſeſs all its ex- | 
alted hopes, its motives and conſolations; and then, | 
you may devote your whole time to the moſt delight- 
ful employments, and may lawfully taſte al). the ſat iſ- 
factions of life. Now what think you of my reflec- { 
tion? -I contented myſelf. with obſerving, that | 
d 
0 
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the examination of it would take up too much time; 
but that my mind was of ſuch a caſt, that 'twas not in 
my power to believe or disbelieve; and that it was ne- 
ceſſary for my reaſon to be convinc'd by proofs. Well, 
ſays he, we are not wanting in theſe; and I promiſe 
to give you very fatisfaftory ones. However, there is 
no haſte for this. The chief of all was, to heal your N 
ſorrows; and I am overjoy'd, that one of * 
| | 48 
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1 propos'd happens to be ſalutary. He afterwards 
ask'd me, whether I would not permit him to inform 
her highneſs of his ſucceſs? To this I anſwer'd plainly, 
that this ſeem'd to ſhew, that his endeavours to cure 
me, were not ſo much the effect of zeal as of vanity; 
and that his only aim in it was, to ingratiate himſelf 
the better by that means into her highneſs's favour. 

| You may, ſays I, if you judge proper, inform the 

princeſs that I'm much eaſier in my mind, and that 1 

owe this happy change to your good offices; all which 

I myſelf will confirm: But then I'm abſolutely reſolv'd 

not to let her know, that love has any thing to do in 
the affair. The very good father promis'd to do as I 
deſir'd; and as I did not tell him any other reaſon to 
engage his ſilence, than the uncertainty I was in, whe- 
ther the change I then found would continue ; he pro- 
miſed me in a very agreeable manner, that he would 
not once open his lips about any thing I defired him 
to conceal; and would conclude matters wholly to my 
ſatisfaQtion. 
However, he did not give himſelf much trouble 
about my affairs; and the thing which he promis'd as 
the crown of the whole work, prov'd fatal both to 
the amiable Cecilia and myſelf. His ſatisfaction was 
ſo great, to find that the beginning anſwer'd his hopes 
ſo well ; that he had not patience to ſpend the night 
| with me as he firſt intended. He hereupon took his 
leave, with an intention to paſs two or three hours at 
Mr R 's; and without telling me the reaſon of 
his leaving me ſo abruptly, he only aſſured me, that 
he would continue to ſerve me with greater aſſiduity 
than I could imagine. I defir'd him to give me a lit- 
tle more light into his deſign ; but 'twas to no pur- 
poſe, | 

Be aſſur'd, ſays he, as he went away, I'll be very 
diſcreet, and do all that lies in my power to ſerve you, 


5 Obſerving him to leave me in ſuch a hurry, I recol- 
| tected what I had heard her highneſs ſay, 21g. that 
0 ſuch people as he are a kind of comedians. He went, 
18 indeed, to Mr R 's. His intention, as I after- 
5 wards found, was to act the part of a Mercury upon 


's this 
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this occaſion, and to ineline Cecilia to favour me. He 


of ſixteen is often ſeduced with no great difficulty, 


ſuit; I have betray d your ſegret; and have promis d 
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managed matters with wopderig! Skill, and was much 
abler to carry on an intrigue, than to argue with ſol. 
dity on religious topicks. Tis well known that a girl 


when ſhe is told of the ſweets which are to be taſted 
In love; eſpecially, if *tis a perſon ſhe venerates, and 
whoſe counſels do half the work; for nature ſoon per. 
forms the reſt. I myſelf was ſurpriz'd to find Cecilia 
in ſuch a frame of mind, without my being put to any 


7 upon that account. I did not fail to wait upon 
er the next day after dinner; and met her in a lane 


by her father's houſe, where ſhe was walking with the 
Jeſuit. "Twas true, indeed, that any one might ſee i 
'em from the windows; but yet I cou'dn't but won- | 
der that this man had gain'd ſo much power over Mr 
R——— and his lady; for I did not doubt but they 
were highly diſſatisſied tosſee her in his hands; and 
that fear alone forc'd them to this political complai- 
ſance. | | 
The moment I ſaw miſs Cecilia, I ſtepp'd out of 
my coach, and went up to her. As I had not appre- 
hended the meaning of the words which the jeſuit | 
ſpoke laſt to me; I was far from gueſſing the ſubject 

of their diſcourſe ; nevertheleſs, the bluſh which arole | 
in the cheeks of that beautiful perſon as I approach'd | 
her, and the fearful air with which ſhe fix'd her eyes 
downwards, made me judge that ſhe was diſcourſing 
of ſome matters of great importance, I was going to 


make an apology for my intruſion, when the jeſuit 


prevented me, by ſaying, fir, I was talking of you to | 
miſs Cecilia: I thought I ſhould do her a piece of ſer- 
vice, in acquainting her with your merit, and the in- 
clination you have for her; and am pleas'd to find 


that ſhe's of a grateful diſpoſition. Altho' this com- 


pliment put me to ſome confuſion, ] yet anſwer'd im- 
mediately, that I really bad the greateſt veneration for 
the young lady; and ſhou'd think myſelf vaſtly h ppy. 
cou'd I be allow'd to prove the fincerity of it by my 
ſervices. I have gone farther than you, fays the je- 
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the lady ſomething more from you than eſteem. Sa 
blunt a declaration as this, heighten'd miſs Cecilia's 
bluſhes, and perplex'd me very much: however, L 
made a tender, and at the ſame time, a moſt reſpectful 
anſwer. I really had a ſtrong paſſion for her, the 
breathing of which gave me exquiſite pleaſure; and as 
this preſent opportunity was altogether unforeſeen, 
the expreſſions I then uſed flow'd altogether from my 
heart. MrR 's coming up, who, the moment 
he ſaw my coach, came out of the houſe to meet me, 
prevented his daughter from explaining herſelf. The 
ne inſtant her father appear'd ſhe ſuppreſt her bluſhes, and 
he we all walk'd together into the houſe. 
ſee Had I been indulg'd the freedom of converſing with 
n- miſs Cecilia in private whenever I pleaſed, I am not ſure 
Mr whether I ſhould have addreſs'd her that afternoon, my 
ey ſpirits were in ſuch confuſion; and indeed I could 
nd | ſcarce attend to Mr Rs diſcourſe, in ſuch a 
la- manner as was neceſſary for my making proper anſwers. 

The jeſuit would look upon me every now and then 
of! with a ſmile, as tho? he applauded himſelf for the ſer- 
re- vice he had done me, with regard to miſs Cecilia. I 
uit | judged by her ſilence and timidity, that ſhe was in na 
ect leſs confuſion than myſelf. She ſeem'd to be very 
oſethoughtful; and I obſerv'd, that ſhe often put her 
hd hand to her forehead, as tho' ſhe endeayour'd to hide 
her eyes; but then I could ſee her look at me thro“ 
her fingers. She would fix her eyes languiſhingly on 
me; and when her glances met mine, ſhe then would 
ſhut her fingers, and thereby bereave me of the ſight 
of her inchanting face. My paſſion increas'd, The 
more ſimple and natural all my impulſes were, the ea- 
fier I underſtood this tender language, which nature 
itſelf dictated; and conſequently it made the greater 
Impreſſion upon me. | | 
| However, tho' I had enjoy'd the utmoſt pleaſure 
that afternoon, in miſs Ceci/ia's company, I yet could 
not but think that the jeſuit had taken a very odd 
kind of ſtep. T therefore deſir'd him, as he was going 
out, to come and ſpend the evening with me; and en- 
quir'd what views he had in acting after this manner? 
Vor. III. * | He 
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He anſwer'd, that his only view was to make me eaſy 
and happy; and added, that being perſuaded I was a 
man of ſenſe and honour, he therefore was under no 
apprehenſions that I ſhould make an ill uſe of the vic- 


| tory he obtain'd for me; be aſſur'd, ſays he, that miſs 


Cecilia loves you, I drew you in ſo amiable a light, 
and proteſted that you are ſo paſſionately in love with 
her, that I obſerv'd her little heart take fire as ſhe liſt- 
ned. Treally believe, ſays he, ſqueezing my hand at 
the ſame time, that her heart's a little, treaſure. I only 
anſwer'd him with an air of indifference, that I was 


much oblig'd to him for the pains he had taken. Tho' 


T was enflam'd with the ſtrongeſt paſſion, yet this had 
not made me forget my duty; and tho' I did not dare 
to reveal to him, what reaſons I had to keep myſelf 
within certain bounds; TI yet nevertheleſs thought my 
ſelf obliged to hint, that there were ſome which 1 
would not abſolutely go beyond. Poſſibly I was the 
ſport of my own heart, and did not explain myſelf 
with reſolution enough. However this be, the jeſuit 
continu'd as officious as ever; and did all that lay in 
his power to make miſs Cecilia love me. 

I paſt ſome months, thus agreeably intoxicated with 
love; and was ſo much the more ſatisfied with my 
own conduct, as I did not find, after a mature examina- 
tion, that it interfer'd in any manner with honour: This 
very reflection, whether the ſubject of it were real or 
imaginary, contributed almoſt as much to my eaſe as 


love itſelf: ſeldom a day paſt, in which ] had not the 


happineſs of ſeeing the amiable Cecilia. Whatever is 
paſſionate in aſſiduities, tender in behaviour, delicate 


in a thouſand little preferences, all theſe were inceſſant- | 
ly employ'd, as well to ſatisfy the impulſes of my heart, 
as to infinuate myſelf into her affections. But what 
was very ſtrange, and even ſurprizing to myſelf; not 


a ſingle word eſcap'd me all that time, which diſco- 
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ver'd the leaſt intelligence between my tongue and my [ 


ha 


„ 


thoughts; for I explain'd my paſſion no otherwiſe than 
by the dumb language of the eyes, and the extraordi- |} 
- nary reſpect. I paid her. This, undoubtedly, was an 
effect of thoſe unalterable principles of virtue, which 
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bad taken ſuch deep root in my ſoul, in my infant 
| years; that theſe ſeem'd to act from nature, and did 

| not want the aſſiſtance of reflection. The continuing in 
this reſerve did not put me to the leaſt ſtruggle. I was, 


perhaps, at that'time, the only inſtance of a man who 


| lov'd with the greateſt exceſs of paſſion, and yet did 


not entertain the leaſt hopes or deſires. I don't doubt 
but miſs Cecilia was ſurpriz'd, to find me obſerve ſa 


| ; | awful a ſilence, after the jeſuit had introduced me in 


ſo advantageous a manner. She ſaw very plainly that L 


1 ador'd her; and I diſcover'd as evidently, that I had 


made a deep impreſſion in her heart: ſo that my whole 
proceedings muſt neceſſarily have been a riddle to her. 


l would ſometimes ſee her, involv'd in thought, fix her 


eyes wiſhfully upon me; as tho' ſhe endeavour'd to 
diſcover what it was that thus ſtopt my tongue; and 
prevented me from expatiating on a pleaſure, which 


ſo delighted my heart. 


J continu'd alſo to pay my court to her highneſs, 


| who ſoon obſerv'd, that a happy change was wrought 
in my mind. But tho? I confeſs'd, that my mind was 


7 ivfinitely more eaſy than it ufed to be; I yet conceal'd 


the cauſe of it, with the utmoſt care. I was very 
= willing to let the jeſuit enjoy the reputation, of work- 


ing a complete cure on me. Her highneſs, the ducheſs 


= of Orleans, was not ſo much miſtreſs of her paſſion, 


but one eaſily diſcover'd, that ſhe herſelf ſtood in need 


of conſolation. She grew thinner every day; and it 


was obſerv'd, that for ſome time her charms faded ſur- 


priſingly, and ſhe was no longer the gay woman ſhe 
| uſed to be. People uſed to whiſper one another in the 


ear, and cry, that jealouſy had occzfion'd this change. 
Tis certain, that ſhe imagin'd the king lov'd her; and 
his majeſty had, poſſibly, endeavour'd to perſuade her, 
that ſhe was dear to him. He had viſited her for ſome 
time with great aſſiduity; they uſed to diſcourſe in 
private; and calumny gave a malicious interpretation 
to their ſecret interviews. Perhaps the princeſs would 
not have valued the reports, had the effects been real- 
ly what the publick thought them to be; but the 
truth was ſuddenly diſcovered, by a circumſtance 
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which gave her highneſs the greateſt mortification. 
The king had only made uſe of her as of a ſcreen, to 
conceal the paſſion he entertain'd for one of her maids 
of honour, whoſe name was la Valiere. His majeſty 
had Jong cheriſh'd this flame in his boſom ; but at laſt, 
whether it were owing to the weakneſs of the lover, 
or the vanity and ambition of the miſtreſs, the whole 


' ſecret came out; and the world was ſurpriz'd to ſee a 


young woman of no birth, rais'd, in a moment, al- 
moſt to the throne. An incident of ſo extraordinary 
a nature, and in which her highneſs had, unknowingly 
been made to act ſo odd a part; had inflam'd her re- 
ſentments to ſuch a degree, that it occaſion'd a great 


change in her humour, and impaired her health. 


Others, however, aſſur'd, that *twas the duke, her 
conſort's ill uſage, that plung'd her into this deep me- 
lancholy. That prince, from a moſt unaccountable 
turn of mind, kept ſeveral miſtreſſes publickly, and at 
the ſame time was "age of her highneſs. He was 
daily PCI er; and often treated her with 

corn and contempt, than he would have ſhewn 
to one of his pages. Theſe broils were ſeldom ſpoke 
of in publick; for the princeſs was ſo vaſtly kind and 
humane to all her domeſticks, that not one of them 
would diſcover any thing ſhe might wiſh to have con- 
cealed ; but 'twas impoſſible but I muſt hear of 'em, as 
T was almoſt every day at Sf Cloud; and was confider'd 


as an officer of the houſe, rather than as a ſtranger. I 


remember an affair of an extraordinary nature, which 
gave that unhappy princeſs the utmoſt pain. The duke 
of Orleans would often walk frem one of his miſtreſſes 
Houſes to another; and was always dreſt on theſe occa- 
Hons very plain; and ſometimes had not ſo much as a 
footman after him. One day, as he was going over 
the Pont. neuf, or New-bridge, in Paris, he was ſtopt 
by four or .hve tradeſmen who were half drunk, 
and were come thither upon a very whimſical account. 
As they were over a bottle, ' the diſcourſe happen'd 
co turn upon outward behaviour and phyſiognomy ; 
when ane of them affirm'd, that he would gueſs the 
profeſſion of the firſt perſon he ſhould meet in the 


ſtreet, 
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ſtreet, by his gait and countenance. This appear'd ſo 
ſingular to. the reſt, that they reſolv'd to put his skill 
to the trial; and in order to heighten their mirth, they 
agreed to lay a wager of a few piſtoles. However, 
inſtead of fixing upon the next ftreet for the expert- 
ment, they made choice of the Pont. neuf. Unfor- 
tunately for her highneſs, they happen'd to come juſt 
as the duke was paſſing by. Being pretty much heated 


with wine, they did not uſe much ceremony, but 


ſtopt his highneſs at once, not knowing who he was. 


The perſon who was to give his judgment, after view- 


ing him for ſome time, and undoubtedly finding, by 
his air and the delicacy of his features, that he was far 
from being a mechanick; cried out, that he was not 
of any trade, but was certainly a cuckold. His com- 
panions were highly delighted with the ſentence he 
had paſs'd ; and, as the perſon whom they ſhould ſtop 
was to decide the wager, they urg'd him, with all the 
waggery of people who are in liquor, to tell them at 
once whether he were not a cuckold, Theduke would 
not anſwer their queſtion, ſo that he found it a very 
difficult matter to get out of their hands; however, 
he, at laſt, did, when he could not forbear reflecting 


on this, odd adventure. He could not perſuade him - 


ſelf, that it was owing meerly to chance; but fancy- 
ing that he was known, and that this was a kind of 


hint which was given him with regard to her high- 


neſs's intrigues, he went immediately for Sz? Cloud. I 
was in the palace when he came; and was but juſt 
come from the princeſs's cloſet, who had done me the 
honour to hold a long diſcourſe with me that day. The 
fury that darted from the duke's eyes, at his coming 
in, made every body conclude that he was in a dread- 
ful paſſion. Every body withdrew out of reſpect; 
however, they could not but hear his indignation 
break out, _and the injurious expreſſions with which 
he treated the ducheſs. The duke ſtorm'd at his lady 
for aboye an hour, which threw all her women into 
tears, All the ſervants were told by the footman wha 
had walk'd after his highneſs, the whole affair of the 
Pont. neuf; but they all promis'd, not to once open 

: „ their 


on thie melancholy occaſion. I read it, and found 
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their lips about it. I ſhall paſs over ſeveral circum- 


ſtances of a comic nature, as not ſuiting with the ſad 


Rory of my life. 


Whatever might be the cauſe of the ſorrow, which 
. in this ſecret manner on her highneſs's ſpirits, 

e yet was as kind and affable as uſual. This only in- 
creas'd her fondneſs for the ſolitude of S-? Cloud. and 
made her more indifferent, with regard to the plea- 
ſures of a court. She now never went to Yer /ailles, 
but when ſhe was abſolutely obliged to it; and left it 


as ſoon as ſhe poſſibly could. She ſeem'd to grow 


kinder every day to all her domeſticks, and to all who 
had the honour of waiting upon her. The great con- 
cern I had for her highneſs's health and felicity, 
prompted me a thouſand times to take notice, that [ 
was very ſorry to find her ſo melancholy as ſhe always 


appear'd. But whenever I preſum'd to hint any thing 


of this kind, ſhe would anſwer me only by ſighs, 
which ſpoke a dejected heart: and on theſe occaſions, 


awe kept me from explaining myſelf farther. But 


tho' it was not in my power, to conſole her as well as 


I would fain have done; I yet did all I poſſibly could. 


I uſed to flay ſo long with her highneſs as I thought J 


was not troubleſome. I for this purpoſe uſed to go 


twice daily to her palace; and would willingly have 


h 2 whole days there, had not my ſtrong inclination 
or 


miſs Cecilia, call'd me often to her father's. 
Being one day at Sr Cloud, one of Mr R 8 
ſervants brought me a letter from his maſter, by 
which I was conjur'd, by all the tyes of friendſhip, to 
go immediately to his houſe. Aſtoniſh'd to find him 


write to me in ſuch urgent terms, I ſuppos'd that 
ſomething extraordinary had happen'd; and therefore 
told the bearer, that I would wait upon his maſter im- 
_mediately. I went, when I found him in his cloſet, 


With an air of conſternation in his face; and holding 


a letter in his hand, which ſeem'd to have occaſion'd 


his diſorder. Alas! fir, ſays he, the moment I came 
in, I am undone. Read only what is writ to me, and 
then ſee whether it will be in your power to aſſiſt me 


that 
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thit it had been ſent from a proteſtant gentleman, his 
friend; who gave him an account, that the perſecu- 
tion began to rage in the province where he lived. 
He complain'd particularly, in the moſt moving terms, 
that his ſon and two daughters had been forc'd awar ; 
but whether they were carried he knew not. He 
added, that the cruelties which were exercis'd in the 
provinces, would ſoon extend to the court and Pa- 


ris; and, that he was aſſur'd from very good hands, 


that the moment Mr Je Taurenne ſhould have abjur'd 
the proteſtant religion; all thoſe who ſhould refuſe to 
follow his example, would be forced to it; that the 
gentleman abovemention'd was to make his abjuration 
in a few weeks afterwards ; that he believ'd all thoſe 
who were reſolv'd not to be converts to popery, had 
no other refuge left, but to fly their country imme- 
diately ; he therefore advis'd him to ſell privately, as 
he himſelf was doing, as much of his eſtate as he poi- 
fibly could ; and above all, that he exhorted him to 
place his daughter inſtantly in ſome place, where ſhe 


might be ſafe, or that otherwiſe, ſhe'd be forced away 


from him. | | 
After I had read this, Mr R told me, that 
this was not all. Here, fays he, is a letter which I 
receiv'd from Mr de Turenne by the ſame poſt. As I 
have the honour to have a place in his eſteem, I begg'd 
him, ingenuouſly, to give me his advice; firmly per- 
ſuaded that he has too great a ſoul, to betray me on 
this occaſion. Pray read the anſwer he ſent me. 
found that Mr de Tyrenne had declar'd to him, in a 
very frank and friendly manner, the principal motives 
of his converſion. He advis'd him to imitate the pat- 
tern he had ſet him, rather for the ſake of his ſoul, 
than that of his worldly poſſeſſions. Howeyer, that 
in caſe he was firmly determin'd not to change his re- 
ligion, he advis'd him to fly immediately to Englant 
or Holland, with whatever money he could carry off 
with him; becauſe, he ſaid, the time was at hand, 
when great numbers of people would wiſh they had 
uſed the ſame precautions, This, ſays Mr x, 
fills me with inexpreſſible perplexity. I don't know a 
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ſoul in any foreign country, from whom I may beg 


an aſylum; I can't think in what manner to diſpoſe of 


my eſtate privately; and then I'm afraid every mo- 
ment of having my daughter forced away from me. 
The danger is extreme, and I eannot think of any re- 
medy, that will be ſpeedy enough for my purpoſe; 
unleſs, ſays he, your friendſhip ſhould ſuggeſt ſome- 
thing which may be of ſervice to me. 

After having meditated a moment on what I had 
read and heard: I am ſorry, ſays I, 'tis not in my 
Feen to direct you to ſome perſon in Eng/and; for 

ſuppoſe that is the chief ſervice you want me to do 
you. Altho' I am an Engiiman, I have not one ac- 
quaintance in my own country, However, tho' I 
can't ſerve you myſelf, I poſſibly may get a friend to 
do it. We are not to expect to obtain any thing in 


your favour at S Cloud; for courtiers are always of 


that religion which the monarch profeſſes. But I have 
a friend who is able to do you great ſervice, and I be- 
Heve he really will, for my ſake. The perſon I mean 


is the lord Clarendon. Tho' this nobleman has loſt 


the king's favour, his relations and friends would ſerve 
him to the utmoſt. Beſides, as he is at Rowen, as he 
himſelf inform'd me by letter; it will be an eaſy 


matter for him to procure you a veſſel, in which you 
may fail for England. Fl] write to his Jordſhip on 


this occaſion by the firſt poſt. Mr R — anſwer'd, 
that he would accept of my offer ; but then, ſays he, 
before you've writ to his lordſhip, and receiv'd an 


anſwer, my daughter may, very poſſibly, be forced 


away from me. Well, ſays I; in caſe you are under 


any apprehenſions upon her account, you may ſend 
her before to Rouen. The lord C/arendon will receive 
her with pleaſure; and ſhe may paſs her time very 


agreeably with his lady, till ſuch time as you may 


have ſettled your affairs, and be ready to ſet out for 


that city. 


Mr R was mightily pleaſed with this over- 


ture. He weigh'd the feveral circumſtances of it 
afreſh, and drew the following plan, in order for the 
putting it in execution. As I am ſo narrowly watch'd, 


ys 
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ſays he, it will be impoſſible for my daughter to go 
for Rouen, but notice will be taken of it; and con- 
ſequently, I ſhall be accus'd of ſending her away by 
ſtealth, It therefore would be proper to give ſuch a 
colour to her flight as may remove all ſuſpicions. You 
WW yourſelf, ſays he, might carry her off in the night, 
in your own coach, and convey her to Rouen. You 
may ride a great number of miles in the night, by 
which means no one would abſolutely know which 


I # way you are gone. I'll pretend the next day to be 


vaſtly ſurpriz'd at her flight; and will even ſeem per- 
ſuaded, that ſhe is gone off with ſome lover. In caſe 
the ſpies who are ſet over me, ſhould miſtruſt any 
thing, they, at leaſt, won't have any proofs againſt 
me; and much leſs will they know whither you de- 
| ſign to ſend her. There is, ſays he, but one difficul- 
ty in this projet, which is, that it may poſſibly do 
your ſelf a prejudice, in thus endeavouring to ſerve 
me. I affur'd him, that this would not be of 
the leaſt weight with me; I don't, ſays I, deſign to 


: | ſpend my days in Frante. There are even ſome af- 


fairs that require my preſence in Eng/and, and I don't 
intend to ſtay long after you. The moſt unhapp' 
circumſtance that could poſſibly happen to me, in caſe 
it ſhould be diſcover'd, that J aſſiſted in conveying 


7 away part of your family, would be, my being forc'd | 


to ih this kingdom a little ſooner than I intended 
to do. | 

What I now ſpoke was ſincere; and J was ſo de- 
ſirous of putting an end to Mr R 's perplexity, 
that I did not ſo much as confider that I was prepar- 
ing torments for myſelf, in thus contributing to mifs 
Cecilia's flight. However, this thought occur'd to 
me afterwards; but then it was not near ſo efflicting, 
when I conſider'd, that I myſelf ſhould paſs before 
't was very long, into England. The lord Terwil! 
was return'd thither; and therefore I had determin'd, 
for ſome time, to croſs over into my native country, 
in order to ſettle the eftate which was devolv'd on my 
children. I conſider'd, at the very time as I was 
ſpeaking to Mr R— „ that I might take this 


oppor - 
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opportunity to leave France entirely; and, conſe: 
quently, that I ſhould have a better opportunity of 
ſeeing, and enjoying, the company of my amlble 
Cecilia, when we ſhould be- arriv'd in England. | 


therefore promis'd faithfully, to come in my coach, 


with two or three ſervants whom I might confide in, 
about ſuch an hour of the night, as I believ'd it would 
be poſſible for us to go off unſeen by any perſon. 


J left him, in order that he might have time ſuffi- 4 | 
cient, to talk of theſe niatters with his lady and i 


daughter, and likewiſe to prepare every thing on my 1 


ſide. Neither Mrs Lallin or my ſiſter were let into 


the ſecret. I uſed to go frequently either to St CM 
or to Paris, without giving them the leaſt notice of 
it, and would ſometimes lie out of the houſe. The 
only perſons I acquainted with my defign, were Dring, | 


whom I had made my ſteward; my coachman, and 
two footmen. I order'd Dring to ſet out privately on 
horſeback before night, upon ſome pretence orother; 
and come in the dead of the night to MrR—'s houſe. As 
for myſelf, as ſoon as it was dusk, I ſet out towards 
Paris; and only went ſo far up that road, as was ne- 
ceſſary to lead the inhabitants of ſome neighbouring 
cottages into a miſtake; and after I thought we were 
in no danger from ſpies, | bad my coachman ſtop in 
fome lone place till the time was almoſt expir'd, that 
I had promis'd to be at Mr R 's houſe. 

My hand is ſeiz'd with a trembling, now Iam going 
to relate one of the moſt fatal adventures that ever be- 
fel me. I don't ſay fatal, with regard te the circum- 
ſtances which attended upon it, as there was no blood 
ſhed; and that the ſad accident which follow'd after 
it, can be referr'd only to the common courſe of na- 
ture, or to certain cauſes which it is not in the pawer 
of man to foreſee; but as it prov'd of ſuch dreadful 
conſequence to my honour and my virtue. Nothing 
but a miracle from heaven, would have ſaved me from 
the brink of the precipice. Twould be to no pur- 
poſe for me to impute the honour of it to my reaſon; 
an intelligent reader will find that I deſerv'd to be un- 
done; and that had it not been for a ſupernatural aſ- 
| > ſiſtance, 
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ſiſtance, the weakneſs which had led me into this dan- 
ger, would not have been chang'd into ſtrength, to 
prevent my ruin from being completed. 

The time of my going to Mr R. 's being near 
expir'd, I went towards it, and coming to the alley 
which ſtood before it, I found Dring waiting for me. 
We had been there but a very little time, when we 
perceiv'd, by the light of a little lanthorn, ſome per- 
ſons coming very ſoftly out of the houſe, who came 
up to us in an inſtant. Theſe were Mr R—, his lady, 
and daughter. After a thoufand kiſſes and embraces, 
they gave her up into my hands, when I promis'd they 
ſhould hear from me, the inſtant of our arrival in 
Rouen, which would not be above two days, becauſe 
J intended to make all imaginabie haſte thither. As 
we were afraid leſt ſome of the ſervants ſhould per- 
ceive us, we took but a very ſhort farewell. I only 
repeated to Mr R— the lord C/arendon's good- 
neſs and generoſity; and with regard to the dangers, 
which might be met with in the road; I proteſted that 
I would venture my own life to ſpare that of his amt- 
able daughter; and therefore, that both him and his 
lady had reaſon to be very eaſy. | 

After I had ſaid theſe words we ſet out. I had ta- 
ken a ſmall wax taper lighted into the coach. Mails 
Cecilia was ſilent, and ſeem'd loſt in thought. I at 
firſt reproach'd her for it; but, notwithſtanding the 
tender ſentiments which then inform'd my heart, I 
for ſome time diſcours'd only on common and indif- 
ferent ſubjects She would every now and then ſpeak 
a word or two by way of anſwer. I would not ſeem 
to gaze upon her with more than ordinary attention, 
which, however, did not prevent me from ſometimes 
contemplating the ſweetneſs of her fine eyes; on 
which occaſion, whenever my glances met hers, my 
heart would feel a more than ordinary emotion. Im- 
mediately I would caſt my eyes down, and endeavour 
to recover myſelf; however, I was too near her, to 
repel long the ſubtle poiſon which ſhe darted at onee, 
from every part of her, into my heart. The bare 
ſound of her voice melted me in ſuch manner as is 

| inex- 
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inexpreſſible. But what emotions muſt I. feel when | 


ever | touch'd her, which the continual joRing of the 
coach made me do every moment ; to breathe the ſame 
alr, in the ſmall tenement which held us; alas! to ſee 


and fee] but her only! 'twas not blood which now cir- | 


culated in my veins, but the fires of love. The hurry 


Which theſe occaſion'd in my ſpirits, enabled me to 
carry on our converſation a little longer; but after- ? 
_ wards conſuming themſelves, if I may be allow'd the 
figure, by their own heat; they chang'd inſenſibly in- 
to a heavy, melancholy languor, a moment after Which 
I was deeply involv'd in thought. I began to confi- 


der, in a quite different manner from what I had hi- 
therto done; that I was conveying a perſon, whoſe 
preſence and converſation gave me ſo much pleaſure, 
to Rouen, where I was to leave her, and ſhould per- 
haps never ſet eyes on her more. I ſhall then, ſays I 
to mylelf, loſe the dear creature, whoſe preſence lulls 
all my ſorrows to reſt, and whoſe company is ſweeter 
than any thing in life! All my ſorrows will again in- 
vade me, for tis ſhe only that ſuppreſſes em. In caſe 
T am permitted to love her, is it natural that I ſhould 


conſent to bereave myſelf of ſo lovely an object? 1 
Good heavens! how will it be poſſible for me to live 


without her? What will my life be when ſhe is gone 
from me? As I made theſe reflections, which em- 

Ploy'd my whole ſoul, a ſigh would every now and 
then ſteal from me. Tho' I myſelf did not perceive 
this, it did not eſcape the notice of miſs Cecilia, whoſe 
heart was as tender as mine. She could not doubt, 
but herſelf was the cauſe of the diſorder which ſhe 


ſaw me in; and 'twas not till after ſome ſtruggles, that 


ſhe prevail'd with herſelf to tell me, ſhe was ſorry to 
ſee me ſo ſad and dejected. However, at laſt incli- 
nation got the better, when ſhe broke into the follow- 
ing words: What can it be, fir, that has made you 
thus melancholy on a ſudden; I am-not ſure ſo un- 
happy as to be the cauſe of it? This queſtion, and the 
tone of voice with which ſhe ſpoke, made me turn 
my head towards her. My eyes met hers; when the 
ſoft inquietude, which methought I read in them, 
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quite over-power'd me. I thereupon took up one of 
her hands, but without knowing what J did, and 
ſqueezing it between mine; alas! miſs Cecilia, ſays I. 
what a ſad reproach you juſt now made me? Your 
preſence mult for ever create ſatisfaction, and form 


my felicity ; but, I'm afraid your abſence will 
be the greateſt pain to me! and 'twill be impoſſible 
for me to ſurvive it long. | | 
Miſs Cecilia was young and unexperienc'd. Cupid, 
| at that inſtant, inſinuated himſelf into her boſom as 
well as mine, and awak'd the moſt melting, the moſt 
delicious ſenſations. Whence could ſhe have got 
weapons to defend herſelf, ſince neither honour nor 
reaſon could furniſh me with any ; and that I did not 
ſo much as ſeek for any in theſe? She was overjoy'd 
to hear me deliver my paſſion at once in ſuch ſoft lan- 
guage; and whether it were from a free impulſe, or 
an involuntary emotion, ſhe made ſuch an anſwer as 
diſcover'd the greateſt paſſion, and innocence at the 
ſame time. If, fays ſhe, you look upon my abſence 
as ſo great an evil, why will you leave me ? When 
one loves a perſon, methinks 'tis ſo ſweet to be in 
their company ! But I am not ſure of it, ſays ſhe, 
looking upon me with baſhfulneſs; for you never told 
me you did. I muſt here declare my whole weakneſs; 
the ſhort anſwer ſhe gave, made me ſenſible to ſome- 
thing I had never felt before; an emotion, a thou- 
ſand times more ſprightly and delicious, than all the 
leaſures united, which I had hitherto taſted in love. 
Now: that I bluſh to think of it, 'tis in vain for me 
to enquire what it was in thoſe few words, that could 
raiſe ſuch emotions in my breaſt. Was it their im- 
plicity, which could not but diſcover the utmoſt ten- 
derneſs in a young perſon, who, at the ſame time, I 
knew was inform'd with the greateſt good ſenſe ? 


Was it the ſound of a charming voice, whoſe impreſ- 


fon mix'd with that which was already diffus'd over all 
my ſenſes? Or rather, was it not the frame and diſpo- 
ſition of my heart, which now felt an extaſy of joy, 
to find another to ſympathize with it in ſo happy a 
manner; and which triumph'd in ſome meaſure, — 
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| ſee ſuch a bleſſing offer'd it, as it perhaps could not 
have preſum'd to deſire? 

Be this as it will, I now conſulted my heart only, 
and accordingly addreſt myſelf to miſs Cecilia, in the 
moſt tender, the moſt paſſionate language, which 
| ſeem'd to give her the utmoſt pleaſure. She ſoon 
hinted, that abſence would be as inſupportable to 
her, as it could poſſibly be to me. I told her, that 
it ſhould be as ſhort as poſſible; in a word, that I was 
reſolv'd to leave France with her father, and croſs 
over into Exgland, with her and the reſt of the fami- 
ly. She ſeem'd mightily pleas'd at this reſolution. 
Nevertheleſs, after conſidering how long it might be 
before I could return to her, methoughts it would 
be impoſſible for Mr R to ſettle his affairs in 
leſs than two or three months; which both miſs Ce- 
cilia and I ſhould conſider as ſo many ages. Howe- 
ver, ſhe propos'd a thing which might prevent our 
being ſo long abſent from one another, Methinks, 
ſays ſhe, you might have ſpar'd me this journey to 
Rouen. had you offer'd my father to take me into your 
houiez and to ſtay in it till ſuch time as he had com- 
_ pleted his affairs. I might have liv'd as privately there, 
as it will be poſſible for me to do in Rouen, and then 
we would have embark'd together for England. Tho' 
this thought was not new to me; and that I had even 
rejected it, when it occurr'd to me before our ſetting 
out; becauſe I was of opinion, that ſhe would be as 
ſoon diſcover'd at my houſe, as at her father's; it yet 
appear'd to me in a quite different light, now ſhe her- 
ſelf propos'd it. I revolv'd this thought again in my 
mind; and tho' I could not perſuade myſelf that ſhe 
would be ſafer with me; [ yet imagin'd that the lit- 
tle tenement which ſtood in the midſt of my park, 
would be a very ſecure aſylum. I can't pretend to 
ſay, that wiſdom ſuggeſted this reflection; no, *tis 
certain that love, and a ſtrong deſire of being for ever 
near my amiable Cecilia, inſpir'd me on this occaſion. 
"Theſe, after having prevail'd ſo far as to make'them- 
ſelves be heard, were ſoon powerful enough to force 


obedience, I told miſs Cecilia my thought, and it 


pleas'd 
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pleas'd her extremely. How unhappy it is, ſays ſhe, 


that you did not think of it before! But is it too late 


yet? what hinders us from going back? my father 
will be overjoy'd to have me ſo near him; and then 
I may ſee him every day. No perſons, but ſuch as 
you think proper, may know any thing of the affair. 
She added a great many other particulars which I did 


not liſten to; ſo much I was delighted with this un- 
expected overture! I found ſomething ſo ſoft, ſo 
ſweet in this, that I was ſurpriz'd J had not reflected 


fully on it before. All the impulſes of my heart 


| prompted me to put this in execution at once. Ne- 


vertheleſs, when I was about fixing myſelf in this re- 


| ſolution, I felt myſelf ſtopt, as it were, by a kind of 


fear, the cauſe of which I could not diſcover, and 
'twas this involv'd me ſo much in thought. In the 
mean while our coach went a great ſpeed. Miſs Ce- 
cilia obſerving that I was fix'd in meditation, took 


notice, that it would be needleſs to go any farther, 


in caſe what I had propos'd could be put in execution. 
I did not know what anſwer to make; and without 
being able to gueſs what it was that made me ſo irre- 


W ſolute, I ſtarted ſome objections to her againſt my own 


inclinations. - She argued againſt them; and reflet- 


ing in how melancholy a manner ſhe would paſs her 


time in Rouen, as the perſons ſhe was going to were 
wholly ſtrangers to her; ſhe complain'd, that, not to 
mention that the love I profeſs'd to have for her, 
ought to make her company dear to me; I diſcover'd 
but very little affection, in being thus in doubt, whe- 


ther I ſhould grant what ſhe requeſted of me. 


I yielded to her defires, or rather to my blind incli- 


| nation; and thereupon I bid the coachman turn back, 


and carry us to the private door which belong'd to 


my park, through which we could eafily get to the 


| ſolitary. tenement unperceiv'd. I was overjoy'd that 


we were return'd back; and telling miſs Cecilia the 
pleaſure that it gave me, ſhe aſſur'd me that it gave 
her no leſs ſatisfaction. Nevertheleſs, ſomething 
whiſper'd to me every now and then, that I had taken 
a wrong ſtep ; but I flatter'd myſelf, in order W 
the 
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the uneaſineſs this fill'd me with, that it proceeded 
only from the danger to which miſs Cecilia would be 
expos'd ; what precautions ſoever I might take, to 
keep this matter a ſecret. I therefore reſolv'd not to 
let any one in the world know where ſhe was except 
her father ; and conſequently not to let ſo much as my | 
ſiſter or niece know any thing of the matter. And the 
better to impoſe upon thoſe, who perhaps might hear 
that I had gone out of my houſe, the very night that 
miſs Cecilia had been carried off, as would be ſup. 
pos'd ; I reſolv'd alſo to ſend my equipage to Paris, 
as ſoon as we ſhould alight at the park door, and or. 
der the coachman not to return till the next evening, 
By this means, ſays I; tho' the world ſhould ſuſpect WM 
that, I carried you off, yet "twill never be thought that 
J have hid you in my houſe. Having thus laid down 
my ſcheme, ſhe approv'd every part of it. ” 
I cannot ſay, whether among my various readers, 
any of them will be able to gueſs the ſecret motives 
which prompted me to act in this manner; and io 
diſcover what I myſelf was then ignorant of; or at 
leaſt, what a blind and fatal paſſion prevented my 
perceiving. I have ſince diſcover'd it; but the con- 
fuſion it then fill'd me with, leſſen'd perhaps the me- 
rits of my repentance; but I find myſelf inclin'd to 
confeſs it in this place, out of a kind of juſtice, which 
obliges me to look upon this confeſſion as a chaſtiſe- 1 
ment. Wiſdom, virtue, ſtudy, alas! how faintly do 
you defend againſt the moſt ſhameful attacks, a heart 
Which abandons itfelf to no other conduct but its own, 
and which takes no care to curb its deſires? My ſe— 
cret view in all the myſterious precautions which [ 
-us'd, in order to conceal miſs Cecilia; that criminal 
view which, blinded by love, I could Hot ſee; was 
only to ſecure myfelf the pleaſure of enjoying her 
company alone; and perhaps to take advantage of her 
frailty, by making her conſent to my guilty wiſhes, 
However, I myſelf was far from difcovering this; 
*twill even be found, in caſe this matter is attended 
to, that prudence ought to have ſuggeſted quite diffe- 
rent meaſures, had I laid a ſnare for miſs Cecilia's in- 
8 | nocence; 
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nocence; for what probability was there, that I could 
be long able to hide ſuch an attempt, not only from 
my own family, but even from Mr R and his 
lady. I was now bringing his daughter juſt under his 
eye ; but this circumſtance only ſerves. to ſhew, how 
far the paſſions are apt to blind a man. My heart 
had a ſecret tendency to ſatisfy all its deſires ; never- 


theleſs, ſtopt, and terrified as it were, by ſome little 


remains of virtue and honour, it would have'diſown'd 
this guilty intention, had I enquir'd into the cauſe of 
its ſenſations; and being in this doubtful, this dark 
diſpoſition of mind, it ſo happen'd, that I was not 
capable of taking, either ſuch meaſures as were con- 
formable to the dictates of wiſdom, or ſuch as were 
of a criminal nature, 2 | 

Being now got to the park door, I bid the coach- 
man drive away immediately for Paris; and as I in- 
tended to return home in my own coach, and ſtop at 
the gate where I commonly alighted, I bid my coach- 
man, as ſoon as he was return'd from Paris, to wait 


for me in a lone place, whither I propos'd to walk on 


foot. I kept none but Dring to attend upon me; 


and bid him to go before to the little hovel in the 


park, and to get a light. Tis certain, that had my 


= deſires been innocent, I ought to have firſt taken care 
* to ſend Mr R — word: of our arrival, and that 


we had chang'd our reſolutions. But this did not ſo 


U much as once occur to me, when I got to the park. 


Twas ſtill very dark. As my ſervants were ſet out 


with the coach, and Dring was gone towards the 
| houſe, I now found myſelf alone with the dear object 


of my affections. Nothing could better diſcover the 
fondneſs ſhe had for me, and that ſhe was perſuaded 1 
lov'd her tenderly ; than the fatisfaQtion ſhe ſeem'd ta 


taſte, now ſhe was walking by my ſide, and leaning 


on my arm. I employ'd every paſſionate expreſſion 
which love ſuggeſts, and ſhe ſeem'd to liſten to me 
with the greateſt pleaſure. We were now arriv'd at 


the little tenement, where Dring had prepar'd every 
| thing neceſſary. Altho' we had not many eatables in 
his hovel, we nevertheleſs _ ſufficient to make a 


little 
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little collation, which was prepar'd in an inſtant. This, 
ſays I to the lovely Cecilia, is the aſylum you have 
choſen ; were I ſovereign of the univerſe, you fhould 
ſoon be as much miſtreſs of it, as you now are of 
this little apartment; and you know a place, pointing 
to my heart, where you enjoy a more abſolute ſway. 
To ſay the truth, I was almoft inchanted at feeing her 
face. The little hurry of the walk, and the adventures 


of the night, diffus'd ſo much beauty over her whole 


perſon, that I was as much fill'd with admiration as 
with love. She perceiv'd with great pleaſure, the ef- 
fe her charms had upon me; and her eyes declar'd 
ſhe was tender, as much as mine (in their dumb lan- 
guage) told her that ſhe was charming. As the night 
was very far advanc'd, I thought it would be proper 
ſo ſend back Dring, in order that no body might ſee 


him, when he ſhould go out of the park on horſeback, 7 
As he had come out of the houfe alone, he might go 


back to it, and appear in it, tho' I didn't. I bid him 
be ſure to make as if he did not know, whether! 
were at Paris, or in St Cloud; and I order'd him to 
bring to the little have), a little after day-light ap- 
pear'd, whatever might be neceſſary to miſs Cecilia. 
Upon this he withdrew, and left me alone with that 
amiable creature. | | 
I again repeat; that I had not thus ſent away my 
Tervants one after another upon an ill deſign, which 
had made me wiſh to be alone. The reader ſees 
plainly, that there was ſome reaſon for their going 
away, and that hitherto every thing had been condu&-« 
ed very naturally, Nevertheleſs, 'tis but too true, 
that my heart flatter'd itſelf with ſome delightful ide- 
as, in proportion as thoſe who were witneſſes of all J 
did, went away. Dring was no ſooner got out of the 
. room, but I immediately felt the moſt extraordinary 
emotions. Ceci/ia's glances meeting mine, made my 


+. blood circulate with uncommon rapidity. I caſt my | 


eyes downwards, and continued filent for ſome time, 
as tho* I had been employ d in admiring her beautiful 
hand. But in reality, I was in ſuch confuſion, that, 
being under a kind of conitraint, and not having 
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ſtrength enough to look up, I did not know how to 
recover myſelf, but by riſing from table, and taking a 
few turns up and down the room. Miſs Ceci/ia was 
filent, and ſeem'd impatient to know, in what manner 
I would open the converſation. I obſerv'd, that ſhe 
ſometimes directed her eyes to me, and a moment af- 
ter caſt them downwards. This only heightned my 
perplexity. My heart ſeem'd ready to leap from my 


| boſom. I could, with extaſy, have thrown myſelf at 


her feet, but did not dare to do it ; and had ſcarce 
power to walk up to her. | 
However, fearing ſhe would be uneaſy to ſee me 
diſturb'd in this manner, I at laſt went and ſat down 
by her. She then turn'd her head to me, and putting 
on a forc'd ſmile, ak d me, in a very tender manner, 
whether any thing troubled me. I then could not 
forbear taking up one of her hands haſtily. Troubled! 
ſays I; Gods! troubled, now I ſee you, whom I adore ; 
and have the happineſs to inform you of it, and the 
ſatisfaction of believing that you will liſten to me with 
ſome pleaſure! Could it be poſſible for me to forget 
who I am now with, and whoſe lovely hand I now 
hold ? could I forget all I wiſh'd for, and all I have 
obtain'd ? for ſurely, dear Ceeilia, you cannot refuſe 
me your heart: Is it not already mine? In caſe I poſ- 
ſeſs it, is there any room for me to be either unhappy 
or melancholy? I ſaid a thouſand things more, with 
the ſame warmth and paſſion ; for love had now gain'd 
an abſolute conqueſt over my reaſon. : 
She liſtned to what 1 ſaid; I read in her counte- 
nance that her heart overflow'd with tenderneſs and 
joy; and I taſted, in ſome meaſure, both her ſatisfac- 
tion and my own. In ſo tender a moment as this, 
could ſhe deny me any thing? our wiſhes were mu- 
tuil; and the ſuggeſtions of honour and virtue, were 
not attended to upon this occaſion. I kiſs'd her lilly 
hand a thouſand times, and did not find that ſhe once 
endeavour'd to draw it from me. But who could 
believe it? *twas in the very inſtant that her innocence 
and mine were juſt expiring, as it were, that I per- 
celv'd the dangerous precipice, from which I was go- 
| | * ing 


'*twas impoſible; even for love itſelf, to blot out thoſe 


no leſs than myſelf, to impoſe upon her reaſon ; in 
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withſtanding her ſtruggles to get it from me. She at 


my mind in an inſtant, and with ſo much confuſion, 


dare to lift up my eyes to miſs Cecilia; and to let her 
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ing to throw myſelf; and I ſtill cannot ſay, whether 
it was for mine, or my Cecilia's ſake, that it pleas'd 
heaven to aſſiſt me, by the moſt unexpected of all mi- 
racles. : 

Miſs Cecilia was tender enough, to go greater 
lengths than are conſiſtent with modeſty ; but then, 
as ſhe had receiy'd a very virtuous education ; and that 


impreſſions in an inſtant ; ſhe undoubtedly was oblig'd, 


order to calm the remorſe which otherwiſe would caſt 
a damp upon her pleaſures. She was ſenſible, that as 
we were alone, love might prompt us to go farther 
than was conſiſtent with duty; and perhaps ſhe herſelf M 
at firſt reſolved not to indulge the utmoſt of our wiſhes, BK 
Nevertheleſs, ſome remains of modeſty, which want? 
ed to veil itſelf with ſome pretence, oblig'd her to 
draw away her hand ſuddenly from mine. Heavens ! 
ſays ſhe, what am I doing? and how is it poſſible for 
me to be ſo weak! will you promiſe, at leaſt, to mar- 
ry. me? This queſtion, altho' ſpoke with a tender | 
and languiſhing air, made me ſhudder before I had 
thought what anſwer to give. I did not ſay a word; 
when perceiving the perplexity I was in; Good lord! 
fays ſhe, with a deep figh, can't you determine! My 
confuſion was ſo great, that not being able either to 
Jook upon, or make her the leaſt anſwer ; I again took 
one of her hands, and endeavour'd to hold it, not- 


laſt forced it away; and finding I did not ſay a word, 
tho' ſhe had again put the ſame queſtion to me, ſhe 
alſo continued ſilent. 
We thus remain'd in the moſt odd ſituation that 
ever was heard of. A thouſand thoughts occurr'd to 


that I knew not what to make of em. I did not even 


read therein, what it was impoſſible for me to expreſs 
in words. The charm which had blinded me, fincel 
had receiv'd her from her father's hands, ſeem'd now 
to break away. Altho' my paſſion continued as ſtrong 
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as ever, I yet found my deſires die away. Honour 
and reſpe& began now to re-aſſume their former em- 
pire; and as this change reſtor'd my reaſon, I was 
ſeiz'd with the utmoſt terror, the moment I reflected 
on what had paſs'd between us. "Twas then, that re- 
flect ing much leſs on the reaſons I had to rely on miſs 
KE C-ci/ia's tenderneſs, than the dread I was under of 
her hating me henceforwards, I ventured to turn my 
eyes towards her, in order, if poſſible, to diſcover how 
ZE ſhe might be affected. She ſeem d to be overwhelm'd 
with melancholy ; and altho' her eyes were ſhut, and 
ber head leaning backwards on the chair, I yet fan- 
cied I ſaw ſome tears ſteal down her cheeks. This 
VE ſight ſtruck me to the ſou], and in my firſt emotions I 
was going to throw myſelf at her feet. I know not 
what turn love might have given to my expreſſions; 
but the ſad Cecilia prevented my words, Alas! ſays 
ſhe, turning her head from me, in order to avoid my 
WT glances ; leave me; I cannot liſten to you any longer, 
for you have deceiv'd me; I am a vile creature, and 
{TW ought to die with ſhame and confuſion This re- 
proach ſtung me to the ſoul. I ſwore to her by what- 
ever was ſacred, that nothing could exceed the warmth 
and ſincerity of my affections; and wiſh'd heaven 
might make an example of me, in caſe I ever intend- 
ed to impoſe upon her. Theſe proteſtations ſeem'd to 
calm her uneaſineſs, and thereupon ſhe ask'd me, in 
the moſt tender tone of voice, why I refus'd to marry 
her? and whether I had any other defign, when I de- 
clar'd that I lov'd her? She told me, that her father 
having long obſerv'd that I had an inclination for her, 
was perſuaded that I would ask his conſent to marry ; 
that he firmly expected it, the jeſuit having aſſur'd 
em this over and over; that 'twas this ſuppoſition, 
as much as the perſuaſion he entertain'd of my honour 
and integrity, had prompted him to truſt her in my 
hands; that he had order'd her before we ſet out, to 
conſider me as a man who might one day be her huſ- 
band, and therefore that I ſhould behave myſelf in 
ſuch a manner, as might increaſe the affection I had 
for her; that ſhe acknowledged, ſhe had not made a 
| pro? 


greatneſs of her ſenſe, than from experience and cun | 
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proper uſe of his advice; that having been ſo ſilly az 
to believe I lov'd her to exceſs, ſhe had alſo been ſo 
weak as to diſcover the affection ſhe had for me; and 
that ſhe had gone greater lengths than modeſty allows, 
in giving me ſuch evident marks of the tender affec. 
tion ſhe had for me: but, that after ſhe had heard the | 
jeſuit and her father ſpeak ſo many things to my ad- 
vantage; and after having ſo long ſtudied my heart, 
and perſuaded herſelf that I was a man of the ſtritet 
honour ; ſhe never could have thought, that I would 
ever have look'd upon this indulgence ſhe had ſhewn 8 
me as a crime; and for having been ſo ſimple, as not 
to diſguiſe her heart. She added, at the ſame time, 
letting fall ſome tears, that tho' ſhe was ſo young, ſhe WM 
yet had too much ſenſe not to ſee through all my ar. 
tifices; and that I muſt neceſſarily be the moſt worth- W 
leſs wretch breathing, if I ever entertain'd any diſho- 1iW 
neſt views when I addreſs'd her. | = 
This diſcourſe, which ſhe utter'd with all the grace 
imaginable; and what affected me ſtill more, with 
ſuch an ingenuous air, as plainly diſcover'd that what | 
ſhe had now ſpoke, flow'd infinitely more from the 


ning; this, I ſay, made ſuch an impreſſion upon me, 
as words could never deſcribe. Whether it were the 

dread I was under, of being for ever excluded the 
poſſeſſion of ſo inchanting a creature! or the confuſion JM 
with which I was ſeiz'd, to conſider that I had, in re- 
ality, deceiv'd her, by the falſe idea I had made her 
entertain concerning my intentions; whether it were 
reaſon or tranſport, I could not forbear making the 
only confeſſion, by which it would be poſſible for me | 
to juſtify myſelf. However, I did this by a round 
about way. Charming miſs Cecilia, ſays I, throwing # 

myſelf at her feet; heaven is witneſs, that no man 
ever lov'd more ſincerely than I do. My heart is full 
of you; and I love you more dearly than ever man 
lov'd. Oh! that it were poſſible for you to fee into 
the inmoſt receſles of it! lovely Cecilia, you'd then 

find that your image is deeply engrav'd in it! No, no, 


it cannot deceive you. It adores you. It feels, 
: the 
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the happineſs of being yours, is the ſupreme good: it 
wou'd make me chuſe to be your conſort, rather than 
to be the greateſt monarch upon earth. She in- 


| terrupted me; and interpreting theſe Jaſt words in a 


manner agreeable to her wiſhes, ſhe ſaid to me, (hold- 
ing out her hand with a tender ſmile, which ſeem'd 


to ſhew that ſhe was already conſoled) how cruel you 
were, to keep me ſo long in ſuſpenſe, and not explain 


W 


F | yourſelf ſooner! This anſwer confounded me ſtill 


more ; and thereupon I refus'd her my hand, and in- 
terrupting her; hate me, ſays I, look upon me with 
horror. ——QOr rather, pity my unhappy fate. Alas! 
deareſt Cecilia, tis impoſſible for me ever to be yours; 
I am married. 

This declaration threw her into an aſtoniſhment, 


which can be much better felt than deſcrib'd; ſhe 


ſeem'd ready to faint away in my arms. She fix'd her 
eyes upon me for ſome time, with an air of the wild- 
eſt diſtraction; and tho' I conſider'd them attentively, 


I yet cou'd not read her thoughts in them. At laſt, - 


ſhe recoyer'd herſelf, when ſhe burſt into a flood of 


tears, and vented the moſt moving complaints. She 
did not once mention me, but ſeem'd to forget that I 
was on my knees before her; when her grief being 


now pointed againſt her own perſon, ſhe reproach'd 
herſelf bitterly with her imprudent conduct. I am 


| loſt, ſays ſhe, over and over; I am diſhonour'd to all 


I | Intents and purpoſes. Here her ſighs and tears ſtopp'd 


her words for a moment, after which ſhe again broke 
Into the moſt mournful exclamations, that ſhe was a 
wretched creature; wou'd now be the ſcandal of her 


family, and the ſport of all who knew her. 


As I had own'd my marriage to her inadvertently, 
and was myſelf prodigiouſly troubled, I did not know 
what to do, in order to calm her diſtracted imagina- 
tion. I did not, indeed, think that ſhe would have 
affficted herſelf in this manner; but rather, that ſhe 
would have pointed all her reſentment againſt me, and 
not herſelf, I look'd upon her with an air of ſo much 
conſternation, as wou'd have ſufficiently juſtify'd me, 


| bad ſhe been capable of attending to any thing. How- 


ever 
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ever, ſhe ſtill continued to turn her eyes from me, 
whatever might be the reaſon of it. But now I had 
reſolution enough to ſpeak, when I proteſted that her 
complaints were altogether groundleſs; and that no- 
thing which had now happen'd ought to give her the 
leaſt pain, her honour being as uninjur'd as ever. She 
wou'd not give me time to conclude what I was ſaying, 
but riſing from her ſeat on a ſudden, ſhe ran from me 
with a kind of horror, calling me, at the ſame time, 
by the moſt opprobrious names. 

This ſudden tranſport, plainly ſhewing that ſhe was 
highly exaſperated, I was afraid ſhe would run out of 
the room in ſpight of me; and that ſhe very likely 
would be ſeen by ſome of my ſervants, as ſhe was 


roving about the park, for it was now very near day- 


break. It would have been a mortal pain to me, 
had ſuch an affair as this been diſcover'd ; and it af. 


fected my honour no leſs than it did hers. This re- | : 


flection made me run to the door, and lock it; when 


having done this, I walked up to her, and altho' ſhe : 


endeavour'd to hide her face, I nevertheleſs took a 
chair and ſat down by her. Her tears were ſtill ſtream- 
ing, and this was ſucceeded by ſo deep a filence, that 
I was afraid ſomething fatal had happen'd to her, at- 
ter having ſeen her in theſe violent agitations. Ne- 
vertheleſs, after I had conjur'd her in the moſt reſpect- 
ful terms, to ailow me a moment's hearing, ſhe, at 
laſt, conſented to liſten to me. I began, by aſſuring 
her that her honour was as unblemiſh'd as ever. I 
prov'd to her, that we might very eaſily execute the 
plan which we had concerted, while we were in the 
coach. The moment that Dring is return'd, we may, 
ſays I, acquaint your father with your being here; 
and your reputation cannot ſuffer in the leaſt, after 'tis 
known that he had conſented to your being in my 
houſe. Moreover, ſays I, I don't intend he ſhall know 
that T have ſpent part of the night alone with you. I, 
at firſt, did not intend to let my ſiſter and niece know 
of your being ſo near them; but I have now chaog'd 
my reſolution, and I'll defire 'em to come to us be- 


fore I ſend for your father. In caſe he ſhould come 
| | to 
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4 to ſee you this morning, he'll find you in their com- 


A pany ; and neither he, or any other perſon, will have 
d WM the leaſt ſuſpicion of what has paſs'd between us here. 
er You, therefore, ſays I, with a deep ſigh, have reaſon 
- ÞW to be ealy. Alas ! miſs Cecilia, you ought to be ſo, 
iQ for your honour will be no ways expos'd on this occa- 
he ſion. You may likewiſe depend upon having another 
g. advantage here, which you ſeem to have no leſs at 
ne heart; and that is, the being deliver'd from my pre- 
e, ſence, which is on a ſudden become ſo odious, that 

vou thought me worthy of the moſt injurious appella- 
as tions. Heaven, who knows the rectitude of my ſoul, 
of is conſcious that I did not deſerve them : the name in- 
ly deed, which I juſtly merit, is, that of the moſt un- 
725 happy wretch breathing ; but you have not thought 
y- fit to make a diſtinction between ill-fortune and guilt. 


I held my peace, after having ſpoke theſe words 
with a moſt {ad and mournful tone, and waited to hear 


ber eyes twice or thrice to look at me, but ſhut them 


= more grievous, than the moſt injurious expreſſions 
cou'd poſſibly have been. I then gaz'd upon her with 


its former ardours; and the freedom which my reaſon 
had acquir'd a moment before, was immediately de- 
ſtroy'd. Grief and tears, ſo far from leſſening her 

| Charms, ſeem'd, on the contrary, to heighten the 
| luſtre of em. I ſeem'd to melt away as I gaz'd upon 
her; and my paſſion, which was enflam'd by the ſe- 


 appear'd now to have broke all limits; and an invo- 
| luntary tranſport forced me to cry out, Gods! muſt 
I be hated by Cecilia Is it poſſible that the ſtrongeſt 
proof I cou'd give her of my eſteem and love, ſhou'd 
draw down her hatred upon me? This ſhort excla- 
mation ſeem'd to make a ſtronger impreſſion on her, 
than a long diſcourſe had done. She turn'd about 
haſtily towards me; and whether it were that what ſhe 


Vor. III. been 
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what anſwer ſhe'd make to them; however, ſhe only 
| vented a few ſighs, - I then obſerv'd that ſhe open d 


a moment after. Her ſilence was a thouſand times 


bo much attention, that my heart was again ſenſible to 


veral incidents of the night, to a ſurprizing degree, 


was, going to ſay was premeditated or that ſhe had 


—— — 
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been rouz'd, as it were, by the few words abovemen- 
tion'd which: had eſcaped me; ſhe deliver'd herſelf in 
ſuch terms, as gave me a much higher eſteem than J 


had ever entertain'd, of her humanity and underſtand. 


ing. This, ſays ſhe, is a very obſcure exclamation, 
which raiſes my curioſity to a very great degree; and 
heightens the confuſion I was in, with regard to you, 
the moment that it broke from you. I recollected, 
fir, your whole conduct, from the time you diſcover'd 
a:friendſhip for my father; and have compar'd it with 
the circumſtances which have happen'd this night, 
Methinks, I perceive. a ſtrange contradiction between 
your perſon and your behaviour; and I wiſh you. cou'd 


aſſiſt me in reconciling. them. I won't conceal, ſays 


ſhe, with an apparent air of tranquillity, that my reſo- 
lution is fix'd with regard to you. In caſe it be true, 
that you had a deſign to impoſe upon my father, by a 
ſpecious appearance of honour and integrity ; and upon 
me, by a feign'd fincerity and honour; J ſhall conſi- 


der you not only as a perfidious and moſt wicked 


wretch, but an abominable monſter, whom we ought 
to fly from. But in caſe you are really what we 
thought you, how will you yet be able to perſuade us 
that you are ſo, now you confeſs to me that you are 
married ? when before this, you employ'd the moſt {a- 


cred oaths and proteſtations, to perſuade: me of your 


paſſion, that is to ſay, to ſeduce my innocence, and 
make me throw up all pretenſions to modeſty ? Alas! 
will confeſs to my. ſhame, that I abandon'd my ſelf to 


tbe ſuggeſtions of my inclination, and thought myſelf | 


extremely happy, in being poſſeſs'd of ſuch a lover as 
you. ls it poſſible. for you to be a perfidious wretch? 
you have, ſays ſhe, weeping afreſh, ſo tender, ſo ami- 
able an air. Mutt | hate you, after you have ſo long 


been dear to me! Tell me therefore, what I am to 


think of you; for I cannot live, in caſe you intend 
to impoſe upon. me. I was going to anſwer her, 


when ſhe. interrupted me by ſaying, that I'muſt not 


hope to impoſe upon her by idle ſtories; that tho 
ſhe had before been ſo ſimple, as to flatter herſelf that 


ſhe was dear to me, becauſe ſhe then had no reaſon to 


1411 doubt 
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doubt of it; ſhe yet defied me to impoſe upon her 
hereafter ;z and that in caſe I ſhould employ artifice, 
*twauld only ſerve to increaſe her contempt and ha- 

tred. | | 

I was inchanted when I gaz'd upon her; but was 

| much more ſo when ſhe ſpoke. I had not, till now, 
38 been engag'd in a ſerious converſation with her, and 
therefore had not an opportunity of knowing the great 
depth of her underſtanding ; ſo that this unhappy in- 
cident ſerv'd only to heighten my deſpair, as it reveaPd 
nz thouſand charms which *till then J had not ſeen ; and 
at the ſame time bereav'd me of the hopes, of even 
enjoying the innocent pleaſure of admiring them, 
which was the only one | had propoſed to myſelf at 
firſt. I ſaw: but too plainly, that what anſwer ſoever 
I might make to theſe queſtions, it would be impoſſi - 
ble for me to juſtify myſelf to her ſatisfaction; and on 
che other fide, I was incapable of ſearching for evaſi- 
ons to impoſe upon her; and was ſenſible, that I could 
never jultify mylelf compleatly, unleſs it had been poſ- 
[7 fible for her to read in my heart. She there would 
7 have ſeen, that in caſe ſome frailty had eſcap'd me, I 
vet was honeſt in the main; and ſuch, undoubtedly; 
as ſhe deſir'd I ſhould be, in order to recover her 
FX eſteem. Perhaps ſhe'd have diſcover'd this, without 
the circumſtance abovemention'd, had ſhe confider'd 
that 1 had reveal'd my marriage to her of my own ac- 
cord; and at a time when ſhe might ſuppoſe I would 
not have diſclos'd it to her, had I really been ſo vile a 
| wretch as ſhe imagin'd me to be. I was going co beg 
her to weigh: this reflection, when I found it would 
be impoſſible for me to make a more ſolid defence; 
but as the words ſhe: ſpoke had affected me prodigi- 
| ouſly, and that I had meditated for ſome time what 
anſwer it would be proper for me to make; ſhe look'd 
upon my filence as a tacit confeſſion of my guilt, and 
vas perſuaded that her reproaches had quite confound- 


ed me. Upon this the roſe up, when J entreated her 
to ſtay ; but ſhe frown'd upon me with the utmoſt in- 
dignation, and declar'd, that ſhe would never have 
any thing to ſay to me more, nor make my houſe an 

8 2 | aſy- 
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aſylum ; and be aſſur'd, ſays ſhe, that I'll go this in- 
ſtant, and acquaint my father what a wretch you are. 
The only reaſon of my being ſo circumſtantis), is, 
to ſhew, by my example, to what fatal exceſſes the 
paſſions may carry us. I was ſo ſtruck to ſee her in 
this paſſion, that ſeeing her get to the door, and my 
ſelf at too great a diſtance from her to keep her from 
going out; I drew my ſword, in ſuch a tranſport as is 
inexpreſiible ; and torn to pieces ftill more from the 
fear of loſing her, than from the ſhame ſhe threat- 
en'd to bring me to, I cried, I would ftab myſelf to 
the heart, in caſe ſhe went away without hearing what 
J had to ſay. The melancholy tone with which I ſpoke 
theſe words, made her turn her head, juſt as ſhe was 
going to unlock the door ; when the poſture 1 was in, 
frighted her to ſuch a degree, that ſhe continued mo- 
tionleſs for ſome moments. Upon this, I threw my- 
ſelf at her feet in the place where I ſtood, and ſtretch- 
ing out my arms to her; cruel Cecilia! ſays I, bear 
me fer a moment; I conjure you to liſten to me, and 
you ſhall hear the ſtory of the moſt unhappy man that 
ever liv'd. I confeſs my guilt, and don't pretend to 
juſtify myſelf, but am ſure you will not deny me your 
compaſſion: Hear me but for a moment, for I die in 
caſe you refuſe to do it. Cecilia was too tender- 
hearted, not to be touch'd with my earneſt entreaties; 
and after continuing irreſolute for a moment, ſhe took 
her hand from the lock, and ſat down on a chair that 
ſtood near her. You wanted to frighten me, ſays ſhe, | 
but J ought never to be ſo upon your account, ſince | 
you have employ'd ſuch vile artifices. But let's hear 
what mighty matters you have to tell me. Hesring 
this, I drew nearer to her; and love, which had, a | 
moment before, made me furious and ſtupid, now 
made me guilty of indiſcretion, by prompting me to 
reveal what I had reſolv'd never to diſcover. Alas! 
ſays I, deign only to hear me, and then ſee whether I F 
deſerve your hatred! . f 
1 began by acquainting her with who I was; Wwͤben 
I zelated part 2 the ſad circumſtances of my infant 
years. I afterwards acquainted her with moſt of = ü 
. | | | me an⸗ ; 


' 
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melancholy particulars which the reader has already 
heard, 'till I came to the grievous circumſtances of my 


. wife's infidelity. Tho' the incidents I related had been 


of a leſs gloomy nature, yet the air and manner in 
which I deſcrib'd them, could not but in the whole be 
vaſtly affecting. She at firſt liſtned to me with greater 
curioſity than emotion; but I obſerv'd [that ſhe ſeem'd 
to melt, in proportion as I told my fad tale, and would 
even every now and then change colour. She would 


often move about in her chair, as tho? ſhe ſought for 


ſome new poſture, in which ſhe might liſten to me 
with greater ſatisfaction. I ſaw by the heaving of her 
breaft, that ſhe breath'd ſhort, and ſometimes a figh 
would fteal from her. This, however, was nothing, 
in compariſon of what ſhe ſeem'd to feel, when I told 
her of my inward agitations; and how ſtrongly I had 
combated on the ſide of virtue, or againſt grief, Her 


eyes wou'd then be fix'd upon me ; the various emo- 


tions of her ſoul were painted on her face, inſomuch 
that ſhe ſeem'd to ſuffer all I related. At laſt I came 
to the unhippy part of my adventures, which muit 
naturally affect her moſt. I had not conceal'd from 
her the excellent qualities which my wife poſſeis'd, 
nor the exceſs of paſſion with which I once lov'd her. 
Thus I confeſs'd to her, that I was ſeiz'd with the 
ſharpeſt pangs when J loſt her. I repreſented my ſor- 
rows in ſuch lively colours, that I ſaw the tears ſtream 
from her eyes; and tho? ſhe endeavour'd to hide them 
from me, by wiping them as they fell, yet others 
would immediately guſh from her eyes, ſo that *twas 
impoſſible but I muſt ſee em. Having concluded; 
ſuch, ſays I, is the heart you have accuſed of artifice 
and perfidy. I believ'd it was entirely cur'd of love, 
and become a prey, for ever, to grief. But as it is 
impoſſible for it to ceaſe to be upright and ſincere, 
neither can it help being tender. I ſaw you, lovely 
Cecilia; I drank in love at my eyes; and was inform'd 
with a ſtronger paſſion than ever I felt before. Your 
delightful preſence baniſh'd all my ſorrows. Delicious 
paſſin ! alas! that alone would have made the remain- 
der of my days happy; for my deſires extended no 

© farther, 
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farther, I never loſt ſight of the invincible obſtacle 
which ought to ſuppreſs them; and you yourſelf are 
ſenſible, with how careful an eye I watch'd over 'em 


for ſome time; but is it ſurprizing that they ſhould go 


a little beyond due bounds, when I was capable of 
adding to the pleaſure of adoring you, that of having 
a place in your heart; of learning it from your own 
mouth, and of receiving a thouſand tender aſſurances 
of it? Is not every man, when he is raiſed to ſuch fe- 
licity as I taſted, apt to ſwerve from the dictates of 
wiſdom. Beſides, pleaſe to recolle& whether I have 
abuſed your goodneſs ſo far, as to deſerve the oppro- 
brious names with which you aſperſed me ? Did I not 
at once reveal to you the unhappy ties which keep me 
from being yours? Can you reproach me wth miſ- 
leading you into one ſingle error? No, J have 
purſued the moſt rigid laws of virtue and honour: I 
have put ſuch a conſtraint upon myſelf, as merits your 
compaſſion and eſteem, ſo far from deſerving your ha- 
tred. | 

1 had ſpent almoſt an hour, in relating thefe ſeveral 
adventures of my life. The agitation I had been in 
before, and that which I felt, during this long and 


paſſionate diſcourſe, almoſt exhauſted my ſpirits, which 


miſs Cecilia took notice of, and diſcover'd ſome un- 
eaſineſs upon that account. This was the firſt mark 
ſhe gave, that a change was wrought in her diſpoſiti- 
on. She advis'd me to take ſomething to chear up 
my ſpirits, and I follow'd her advice. I then came up 
to her again, but with ſo ſad, ſo deſponding an air, 
that I had not perhaps appear'd more dejected in my 
greateſt misfortunes. Altho' I thought myſelf infinitely 
oblig'd to her, for this teſtimony ſhe gave me of her 
kind uneaſineſs, I yet did not dare to look her in the 
face. I lay trembling and fearful at the feet of a young 
girl of ſixteen, as tho' I had expected from her mouth 
the deciſion of my fate. She had too much penetra- 
tion not to diſcover by my air and countenance, that 
I was vaſtly uneaſy in my mind. Nothing is fo eaſily 
diſcover'd as the indications of ſincerity, even with- 


out the aid of experience. She was already m_ 
cl! 
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cil'd to me; and was griev'd to find it would be im- 
poſſible for us, to be ever join'd in the bonds of mar- 
riage. However, ſhe did not tell me this herſelf, 
but only aſſum'd a more ſmooth and ſerene air, and 
began to diſcourſe me with her uſual affability. She 
ask'd me ſeveral queſtions with regard to my wife; 
what was the cauſe of her inconſtancy ; whither Ihe 
was withdrawn to, and if I ſtill had ſome regard for 
her? I anſwer'd theſe ſeveral particulars with the ut- 
moſt ſincerity, and we did not change the ſubje& of 
our diſcourſe, till the time was come when I had or- 
der'd Dring to come back again. | | 
He came, when ſhe herſelf defir'd him to whiſper 
to my fiſter and niece, and acquaint them that we were 
in the park, and waited for them there with the ut- 
molt impatience. She had ſtrictly enjoin'd him, not 
to let a ſoul in the houſe beſides know any thing of 
our being in the tenement. You'll come back to us, 
ſays ſhe, as ſoon as you've done this, and then I have 
ſomething elſe to deſire of you. Dring turn'd about 
to me, in otder to know my commands; but finding 
I did not give him any, he went out immediately, in 
order to execute thoſe of miſs Cecilia. He might juſt- 
ly be ſurpriz'd, that I had not once open'd my lips be- 
fore him. One would have thought, that the ſeveral 
paſt circumſtances had given miſs Cecilia ſome au- 
thority over me; and that ſhe aſſum'd the air of it, -as 
much as I did that of obedience and ſubmiſſion. I 
was ſtanding up, but ſhe defir'd me to be ſeated ; my 
hat and ſword being on the ground, ſhe bid me take 
'em up, in order that my ſiſter might not miſtruſt any 
thing. *Tis 'true, indeed, that ſhe did not diſcover 
the leaſt pride, or haughtineſs, in thus ordering me to 
do theſe ſeveral particulars. She deliver'd herſelf as a 
perſon who is certain ſhe is lov'd ; who ftill loves, 
but is afraid of owning it; but at the ſame time 
wiſhes ſhe may be thought to do ſo, and is not ſorry 
to have it perceived. With regard to myſelf, I obey'd 
as much thro? ſhame, if I may preſume to expreſs my- 
ſelf in this manner, as from love. My being a huf- 
band, leſſen'd me to ſo great a degree in my own ima- 
ö | 4 gination, 
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gination, that I thought miſs Cecilia might uſe me 
with what contempt ſhe pleaſed, ſince ſhe ſtill ſuffer'd 
me to be ſo happy, as to enjoy a moment of her com- 
Pany. I could not think any chains which ſhe ſhould 
think fit to put on me too weighty. Such was the ex- 


ceſs of my weakneſs. I was the ſport of love, and of 


my own heart. 

My ſiſter and niece being come, they were vaſtly 
ſurpriz'd when they heard the unhappy circumſtance 
which had oblig'd Cecilia to conceal berſelff for ſome 
time in my park. They promis'd to give her their 
company all day long, and to do whatever lay in their 


power to divert her. We agreed, that in order to 


conceal this matter from the ſervants, my ſiſter and 
ber daughter ſhould pretend to want to take the air 
of the park ſometimes; that they ſhould lie in the he- 
vel, and get a bed carried into it, which was enough, 
there being one in it already, Twould be an eaſy 
matter for them to get proviſions into it without occa- 
ſioning the leaſt ſuſpicion. Dring and the two ſer- 
vants who were in Paris with my equipage, could or- 
der that affair very well, without any other aſſiſtance; 
and I myſelf had ſo often taken my meals there, that 
this would not be a new thing. Whatever elſe could 
be wanting, might be ſent thither with as little diffi- 
culty. The only difficulty would be, how to keep this 


affair from Mrs Lallin for any time; for it would be 


impoſſible for my ſiſter not to ſee her, whenever ſhe 
ſhould make her a viſit. We therefore concluded, that 
it would be abſolutely neceſſary to let her into the ſe- 
cret; and the only difficulty I found in this, was, her 


being of the Romiſb perſuaſion ; and, conſequently, 


that ſhe might ſcruple to conceal a heretic ; however, 


I was perſuaded ſhe had too much good ſenſe to bog- 


gle at this; and beſides, I did not ſee it was neceſlary, 


to inform her of the real cauſe why miſs Cecilia was 


conceal'd. Hereupon we reſolv'd to tell her only, that 
Her father had defir'd ſhe might be conceal'd in my 
houſe, for fear of her being carried off by a lover. Too 


much precaution ſometimes ruins an affair. An inge- 


nuous confeſſion would have had a better effect upon 2 
; woman 
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woman of Mrs Lallin's character, than evaſion and 
artifice; this would have engag'd her, in honour, to 
& ſecrecy; whereas, not being upon her guard, becauſe 
nothing of privacy had been enjoin'd her ; ſhe did 
more harm, thro' imprudence, to miſs Cecilia, than 
we could poſſibly have dreaded, had we acquainted her 
with the whole affair. 

We ſent for her immediately, for fear leſt a longer 
delay ſhould raiſe ſome ſuſpicion in her mind. Being 


come, we inform'd her of no more particulars than 
had been agreed upon between us. Miſs Cecilia at- 
terwards ſent Dring to acquaint her father that ſhe 
was nearer to him than he imagin'd. We thought 


proper not to lie down to take a little reſt till he came 
back. But this I wanted more than any one, for all 
my ſenſes were ſtill in very great diſorder. Dring 
came back, and told us, that Mr R , according 
to what was agreed upon between us, gave out that 
his daughter had been ſtole, and that he pretended to 
IF ſearch for her every where. He added, that he ap- 
= prov'd very much of the change we had made in our 


deſign; and that he'd come and return me thanks in 


4 | perſon, the very firſt opportunity, for the friendſhip 


J had ſhewn for him and his daughter. Miſs Cecilia 
bloſh'd when this part of the ſtory came to be related, 

| and I was more diſconcerted than ſhe. By good for- 

| tune, I had retir'd to one end of the room with her, 
in order to hear the anſwer which Dring brought. 
But foreſeeing that hereafter I ſhould ſeldom have the 
happineſs ta diſcourſe her in private, her bluſhes ſeem'd 
| to raiſe my courage, and I ſpoke to her with greater 
| boldneſs than I did an hour before. Without once 
| mentioning the word love, I conjur'd her to remem- 
ber that *twas in her power to make me either happy 
or miſerable, and that death would be leſs grievous to 
me than her hate. The tone with;eayhich I ſpoke theſe 
| words, was as melanchblgagatny air and countenance. 
| Miis Cecilia look'd upon me for ſome moments with- 
out making me any anſwer, as tho' ſhe had been in 
dovbt whether ſhe ſhould indulge me this favour. Ne- 


vertheleſs, I obſerv'd her eyes to look milder on a 
| | ſudden, 
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ſudden, and was ſurpriz'd to ſee her ſtoop her head 
towards me, and ſay; poor, unfortunate man! I re. 
ally pity you! She then, after pauſing a moment, 
ſaid; I'll tell you however; in caſe you really love 
me, you may ſtill be happy. Saying theſe words, ſhe 
left me and went to the ladies. 

I was not calm and unruffled enough to appear be- 


fore them; for my anguiſh'would have appear'd in my 
'countenance, and I wanted to conceal it from every 
one. Upon this I went out of the room, as though 
I withdrew purpoſely to give her an opportunity of 


taking a little reſt; and being unwilling to be ſeen b 


knew of my return, I ſtruck into the park, with a de. 


ſign of indulging myſelf in reflection. Thoſe which 
firſt occurr'd, did not relate, as they had hitherto done, 
to the diſeaſes of my heart, or the diſorder of my rea- 
ſon. Altho' I could not but be ſenſible of the gloomy 3 
ſituation of my mind, I nevertheleſs ſtrove to ſooth eit: 


as much as poſſible. I even baniſh'd ſuch ideas from 


it with a kind of fear. Remorſe and ſhame ſeem'd to 9 
wind themſelves round me, as tho' they ſought to 


IF 
A. 


any of my ſervants, fince my ſiſter and Mrs Lallin 


enter my ſoul; and I, on the other fide, ſeem'd to * 
ſtruggle perpetually to keep them back. What ſhall!! 
fay? I now fondled, as it were, my evils; and w: 


grown ſo blind, that the remedy was more obnoxious 


to me than the poiſon. 
What therefore now employ'd my whole foul, was, 


the obſcure meaning of the laſt words which mils Ce. | 
cilia ſpoke to me; and the tender marks of her com- 


paſſion, which ſhe beſtow'd upon me as ſhe went away. 
T endeavour'd to dive into the meaning of thoſe words, 


but could not. I did not doubt but ſhe ſtill had ſome : 


affection for me; nay, I was ſure ſhe had, for love 1s 
hardly ever deceiv'd. But after what had paſt the night 
before, I did not find the leaſt room to hope for the 


happineſs with which ſhe had endeavour'd to inſpire Þ 
me: if you loze me, you may ſtill be happy: theſe } 


were her words! alas! love her, how faint is that ex- 


preſſion! I rather adore her. But in caſe it appear'd | 


manifeſt to us both, that neither of us ought to pro- 
cure 


an vw F Y AA a a we Cn. £2 — 1 


79 a 


Mr CLEVELAND. 83 


cute happineſs, at the expence of virtue and honour; 
how will it be poſſible for her to reconcile theſe jar- 
ring particulars? ſurely no way can be found; and 
therefore to hope it, would be a mere illuſion. In cafe 
L have any happineſs to expect from her, it can be that 
only of ſeeing and loving her. Let this be the limits. 
I did not propoſe any other. Alas! ſays I, I ought 
indeed not to exceed thoſe bounds; but do I now 


4 | | keep within them? and if I have already gone too far 


beyond them, will it now be an eaſy matter for me to 
return back to them ? This unhappy night had, 
indeed, wrought a ſurprizing change in my mind. 
The body muſt certainly have an accountable power 


over the ſoul. From the moment that I had touch'd' 


miſs Cecilia's hands; had been alone with her; had 
intoxicated myſelf, as it were, with her breath; and 
that her glances had ſhot into my heart; I felt a ſtrange 


uneaſineſs whenever I was abſent from her. Me- 


thoughts ſomething whiſper'd to me every moment, 


= that a moſt effential part of myſelf was wanting. I 
was carried, as it were, towards her, by ſomething 
ſtronger than all the emotions of ſympathy, and as 
XX powerful as enchantment. The bare ſight of her, 
therefore. ſooth'd my paſſion, but in a very faint man- 

ner: to make me happy, it was neceſſary that I ſhould 


poſſeſs her, whom I look d upon as my only treaſure. 


WT This I cou'dn't now expect; and conſequently love, 
which I fl.ctter'd myſelf would form my felicity, cowd | 


| henceforwards only make me wretched. 
After theſe uſeleſs reflections I took a few hours 
| fleep. In the evening I went to & C/eud, in order 
to wiſh her highneſs a good journey, who was to ſet 
| out the next diy with the king and the whole court. 
His majeſty pretended to undertake this journey, 
merely to take a view of the frontier cities of Fan- 
ders; but *twas whiſper'd, that a deeper defign was 
conceal'd under this; and that a reſolution had been 
already taken, to make war againſt Holland. Twas 
of great importance to France, to get Great Britain 
on its fide ; or at leaſt that it ſhould be neuter, whillt 
the French army was engag'd againſt the Dutch, As 


king 
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king Charles II. had a very great affection for her 
hignneſs, ſhe conſequently was capable of being high- 
ly ſerviceable on this occaſion ; and 'twas known a lit- 
tle after, that this was the ſole reaſon why Lerois XIV. 
inſiſted ſo much upon her accompanying him to Han- 
ders. She had even promis'd king Lerois, that the 
would go over into Erg/and, purpoſely to confer with 
her royal brother upon that account. Without ex- 
plaining the project that was upon the anvil, ſhe hint- 
ed to me, that ſhe wiſh'd king Lerois wou'd give her 
leave to croſs over into Exgland, and believ'd he would 
indulge her deſires in that particular. Her highneis 
asked me after this, whether I was willing to accom- 
pany her in the voyage ? This queſtion perplex'd me 
a little. I could have wiſh'd to go for the lake of my 
chiidren, as it could be ſcarce poflible for me to meet 
with a more favourable opportunity, to remove all tne 
diftculties which might ariſe, with regard to the eitate 
that was to devolve on my children : but then the 
reader may gueſs the reaſon, why J had a ſtrong in- 
_ clination not to leave France. Accordingly I made a 


few random excuſes to her highneſs, which ſhe was 


ſo good as to allow of. Ts 

After I was come from the ducheſs, I paid a viſit to 
Mr R „whom I found at home; but was very 
ſorry to find the jeſuit, who was come to conſole Mr 
R , upon hearing that his daughter had been 


run away with. This zealous comforter, who was 


ſenſible that I had ſome affection for miſs Cecilia, 
whiſper'd me in the ear, and ſaid, that he did not 
doubt but I was as much troubled as her father could 
be; and that he intended to do me the ſame office, a3 
he was then indulging that gentleman. Hearing him 
ſay this, I begg'd him to delay this, at leaſt, 'till an- 
other day. However, he was ſo far from being diſ- 
courag'd, at my. delivering theſe words with ſo cold 
an air; that he anſwer'd, he was come from Paris pur- 
poſely to ſpend the night at my. houſe ; and that he 
had perſuaded himſelf I would not refuſe him that fa- 
vour. His perſiſting in this manner, made me very 


augry : for as I had no manner of inclination to m 
er 
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der half the night in diſcourſing with him; and in- 
tending to go and viſit miſs Cecilia, and her two com- 
panions, in their apartment in the park; T gave him 
to underſtand, by proper innuendo's, that his viſit 
would not be at all grateful to me that day. This je- 
ſuit was, like moſt of his brethren, a very ſubtle fel- 
low; ſo that I don't doubt but he partly gueſs'd the 
reaſons why I refus'd to receive him; and that this 
made him machinate a moſt deteſtable project, which 
prov'd poor Cecilia's ruin. Nevertheleſs he affected 
to treat me with the utmoſt civility and complai- 
ſance. I then took my leave, and left him at Mr 
R. 's, whom I told privately, in what manner 


I had diſpos'd of his daughter, and the great care I 
N taken to prevent people from knowing where 
e was. 
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Spent ſome weeks in the uneaſy ſituation 
af mind, which T'juſt now repreſented. 
I uſed to ſee miſs Cecilia ſeveral times a 
day, or rather, I was inceſſantly with her, 
but then there was always ſomebody with 
us for her three companions never ſuffer'd her to be 
alone, and her father and mother came ſo often to ſee 
ber, that ſhe very ſeldom had a minute to herſelf. 
Tno' the opportunity I had of ſeeing and converſing 
with her, prevented me from being engaged in other 
affairs; becauſe it would be wholly impoſſible for me 
to deprive myſelf voluntarily of her preſence; I yet 


was not more eaſy upon that account, My blind Par 
es 
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fires ſtill continued to exerciſe their tyranny over my 


43 heart and all my ſenſes; and her preſence muſt natu- 


rally heighten-my wiſhes.” I was perpetually thinking 


on the myſterious words by which ſhe had endeavour'd 
to comfort me; and J waited, with an impatient ſub- 
miſſion, for the time when ſhe ſhould pleaſe to let me 
into their meaning. I did not dare to gratify my cu- 
rioſity in this particular; beſides, I could not have 
found an opportunity to do this, as we were never to- 


| | | gether alone; and then I did not preſume to commu- 


nicate my thoughts in writing, for fear of diſpleaſing 
her. There was but one reflection only, which was 


ſometimes capable of ſoothing my anguiſh. I conſi- 


der'd, that as ſhe diſcover'd ſs much complaiſance and 
good nature to me upon all occaſions; I conſequently 
= muſt ſtill have ſome ſhare in her affection. Now, 
would I ſay to myſelf, in caſe ſhe loves me, I conſe- 
XX quently muſt be preſent to her mind; ſhe muſt ſtill 
pity me, and wiſh me happy; and in caſe it depends 
on her to make me ſo, ſhe'll do all that lies in her 
power to create it. I therefore muſt leave the care of 
this to her, and muſt wait till ſhe acquaints me how 
it can be obtain'd. This, certainly, was not a juſt 


way of arguing, and was the effect of fear rather than 
of love; for I ought to have confider'd, that a young 
lady of Cecilia's good ſenſe, had indulg'd me a very 
great favour, in permitting me to entertain the leaſt 


: hopes, after knowing that I was married. But to 
X confeſs the truth, which poſſibly may recover me 


the eſteem of my readers, ſome remains of honour 
and virtue were added to my fears, Uncertain with 


regard to the meaning of the offers wich Cecilia had 
made me; and not being able to explain them, with 
| the leaſt ſhadow of reaſon, I trembled when it occur'd 


to me, that they, perhaps, might not be agreeable to 
the dictates of modeſty. The experience I had during 
the firſt night, had taught me both her weakneſs and 
my own; for altho* ſhe had come off victorious in that 


1 dangerous kind of combat, *tis nevertheleſs certain, 


| that her virtue had been put to the greateſt trial. It 
might be again-expos'd to the like danger; poſſibly I 


my ſelf 
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myſelf might wiſh it to be ſo; but this deſire was a 
monſter that did not dare to appear; which-conceal'd 
itſelf in the moſt retir'd receſſes of my heart; and 
which my reaſon would have been able to ſtifle, had 
it ſpoke loud enough to make itſelf be heard. From 
theſe ſeveral reflections it may be concluded, that I 
was not altogether criminal, but vaſtly unhappy. How- 
ever, I was upon the point of being infinitely more ſo. 
The reader may prepare himſelf to hear a new ſcene of 


misfortunes. | 2 801 
Cecilia, in giving me the obſcure hopes which had 


. thrown me into ſuch perplexity, had advanc'd nothing 


but what ſhe thought it in her power to perform. But 
ſhe wanted my aſſiſtance for this purpoſe, and was 
ſurpriz'd to ſee me fo back ward in offering it, after ſle 
had explain'd herſelf ſo far. In the time, therefore, 
when fearfulneſs or duty forced me to ſilence; he 
wiſh'd for nothing ſo earneſtly, as to hear me ask from 
her, what ſhe was ſo deſirous of ſpeaking to me about. 


She would even have doubted the conſtancy of my af- ' 3 
fection, finding me thus cold, as it were, had not my 


uninterrupted aſſiduity, and the paſſionate air with 
which I always approach'd her, been a ſtrong indica- 
tion of my love. 

During this, I had receiv'd frequent viſits from the 
Jeſuit, who was ever talking of miſs Cecilia, and ex- 
preſſing the greateſt ſorrow whenever he mention'd 
her ſuppos'd flight. He even affected to be perſuaded 
of the truth of it; and thereupon endeavour'd to com- 
fort me with a ſerious air, as tho? he believ'd me to be 
deeply afflicted. But beſides the conjectures he had 
form'd at Mr R 's; ſo artful a man as he was, 
could eaſily diſcover by my anſwers, that I was not fo 
much affected with the loſs of my miſtreſs, as was na- 
tural for one ſo fond as myſelf to be. He therefore 


was more ſtrongly confirm'd in the thought he at firſt 


entertain'd, g. that this elopement was only an ar- 
tifice to impoſe on the world; and to conceal ſome- 
thing, the myſtery whereof he could not yet dive in- 
to. As his curioſity. and over active zeal, prompted 
him, whenever he was at my houſe, to obſerve what- 
| | ever 
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ever paſt in it; he ſoon diſcover'd, that there was 
fome change in the methods and ceconomy of it. Al- 
tho? he always heard at his coming, that I was in my 
ſolitude in the park, I yet did not receive him in it as 
Thad always done before; for now I had order'd that 
word ſhould be brought me of his being come, when 
Luſed to go and wait upon him in the great houſe. 
The ladies, particularly my ſiſter and niece, who were 
always with miſs Cecilia, never appear'd before him; 


1 ſo that he never ſaw any other woman but Mrs. Lal- 


lin, and ſhe too only in the evening, when ſhe re- 
turn'd out of the park; ſo that in moſt of his viſits he 
ſeldom ſaw any other perſon but me. This change, 
which, perhaps, was not brought about with ſufficient 
caution, raiſed his ſuſpicions to a very great height. 
He did not doubt but I was concern'd in miſs Ceci/ia's 
elopement; but was perſuaded that ſhe was in my 
houſe, and that ſomething vaſtly myſterious was con- 
cealed under this intrigue. „ 
All that now remain'd for him to do, was to find it 
out. Poſſibly he at firſt gueſs'd the real affair; but as 
he did not dare to try any methods, the ſucceſs where- 
of he was not ſure of, he employ'd ſuch an one as was 
infallible. Mrs. Lallin had made choice of him for 
her confeſſor; and he thought ſhe could inform him 
of all he deſir'd to know. And indeed, after having 
employ'd the greateſt artifice, by giving her to under- 


gand that he wanted to diſcourſe her upon an affair in 


which the ſalvation of her ſoul was concern'd ; he 


ask d her, whether miſs Cecilia was not conceal'd in 


my houſe; and whether I and the reſt were not acting 


ME a rcligio-comical farce? Mrs, Lallin, who imagin'd it 


| would be a crime to conceal the truth from her father- 
confeſſor, was prodigiouſly puzzled, I ſince heard, 
irom her own mouth, that finding ſhe was in doubt 
with regard to the anſwer ſhe ſhould make, he an- 
ſwer'd all her ſcruples by the following dilemma. The 
thing, ſays he, you are afraid of revealing to me, ei- 
ther is lawful, and conſequently, allow'd of by the 
principles of our moſt holy religion, or it is not fo: 
| In caſe it is not allowable, you cannot conceal it from 
| me 


n 


me without committing a deadly ſin; and in caſe it be 
lawful, you may ſecure your peace of mind, by open- 
ing yourſelf to your confeſſor ; and 'tis plain you can 
run no riſque in this, ſince it will infallibly be veil'd 
under the ſecrecy of confeſſion. Hearing him ay 
this, ſhe anſwer'd all the queſtions he put to her. Al. 
tho' Mrs Lallin did not know the real cauſe why miſs 
Cecilia was conceal'd in my houſe ; he yet gueſs'd the 
real cauſe of it, when ſhe told him ſo unlikely a tale, 
giz. that her father had her remov'd to my houſe, for 
fear that a perſon who had ſtole her away ſhould carry 
her off. He was too well acquainted with whatever 
related to the family, not to know that miſs Cecilia 
Had been brought up in ſo recluſe a manner, that J 
Muſt neceſſarily be her only lover. But he with rea- 
ſon ſuppos'd, that the carrying off which her father 
dreaded ſo much, was the king's order for her being 
confin'd in a convent. This he was more ſtrongly 3M 
Perſuaded of, when after having ask'd Mrs Lallin a 
great number of queſtions, he at laſt made her confeſs, |* 
that I intended to return to Exg/and very ſoon; and 
Hearing this, he no longer doubted but he had diſco- 
ver d the whole myſtery of the affair; and in all pro- 
bability argued thus. Miſs Cecilia is concealed 
in C/eve/and's houſe; and this can be done upon no 
other account, than that ſhe may thereby have an ealy 
opportunity of quitting the kingdom. Cleveland 
alſo defigns to leave it; that is, he intends to convey | 
her to Eng/and. They have deferr'd their depar- | 
ture for ſome time; this is done, in order that Mr 
R may have time to diſpoſe of his effects, after 
which they'll all ſet out together. No conjectures 
could poſſibly appear more juſt. But then, the jeſuit's 
penetration will not be ſo ſurprizing, when the reader | 
is told, that at this time, there were many examples 
of the ſame kind every day; multitudes of proteſtant 
families flying their country continually, in order to 
1 the perſecution with which they were threat- 
ned. 
As the jeſuit had already meditated a project, highly 
- worthy his zeal, from the ideas which my cores 
ſug- 


: 
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ſuggeſted, and the confuſion he ſaw me in, when we 
met at Mr R 's; the particulars which Mrs 
Lallin acquainted him with, made him act upon a 
new motive. Poſſibly he might have entertain'd ſome 
affection for me till that time; but he ſince was ſo of⸗ 
fended with my conduct, that he afterwards breathed 
no other ſenſations than thoſe of hatred and revenge 3 


for I cannot aſcribe to any other cauſe, the extremes 


to which he immediately carried matters. Mr. Rx 
always liſtned to his inſtructions with ſo much ſeem- 
ing earneſtneſs, that he did not doubt but he ſhould at 
laſt make a convert of him; and was perſuaded, that 
he ſhould have much leſs trouble with his daughter: 
As he had done me very great ſervice, he fancied this 
would make me the more willing to attend to him; 
and that he ſhould thereby have, one time or other, 
an opportunity of bringing me over to the Romiſp per- 
ſuaſion. Three conqueſts of this importance, would 
have ſooth'd his vanity prodigiouſly ; for nothing was at 
that time more in faſhion among the eccleſiaſticks, than 
charity and zeal for the converſion of their wandering 
brethren, as they then call'd the proteſtants So that, as 
he accus'd none but me of robbing him of his hopes, 
and the fruit of his labour, ſince I had advis'd Mr R 
to go to England with his family; he reſolv'd to make 
me know, that he was not to be impos'd upon with 
impunity, He, however, had too much cunning, ta 
acquaint Mrs La/lin with his deſign; but at his taking 
leave of me, he waited upon the archbiſhop of Paris. 
whom the king had impower'd to act with an almoſt 
abſolute authority, in all eccleſiaſtical matters. There 
he drew me in the moſt odious colours; repreſented 
me as an emiſſary of the church of England; whe 
was come into France upon no other account but to 
ierve the proteſtants, and favour their flight into Eag- 
land. The archbiſhop, whoſe name was Mr de Pere- 
Axe, had too much good ſenſe to yield blindly to the 
impulſe of the jeſuit's zeal, However, he thought 
this too important an affair to be neglected; and 
thereupon he caus d ſtrift enquiry to be made into my 
character, and the motives which kept me in France. 
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Some of my neighbours inform'd his lordſhip, that T, 
indeed, did not profeſs any religion, but led an eaſy 
and irreproachable life; and that the ducheſs of Or- 
Jeans ſeem'd to have a very great eſteem for me. This 
' teſtimony made him ſuſpend his reſolutions, till his 
majeſty's and her royal highneſs's return, His lord. 
ſhip only ſet ſeveral eccleſiaſtical ſpies of $7 Cloud over 
me; whom he order'd to inform him of whatever they 

could hear with regard to my conduct. 
Notwithſtanding this, the jeſuit ſtill continued to 
viſit me regularly; and in his converſation with Mrs 
Lallin, he gather'd whatever might aſſiſt the vengeance 
he meditated. He had carried matters ſo far, as to 
adviſe the archbiſhop to confine me in the Ba/ile, 
and to ſhut miſs Cecilia in a convent. He had even 
hinted to that prelate, that beſides the evil I ſhould 
be prevented from doing, by their throwing me into 
priſon ; this would perhaps be an excellent method to 
procure my converſion: becauſe, as I was vaſtly fond 
of miſs Ceci/ia, I then ſhould be prompted from a 
double motive, to embrace the Romiſh religion; viz. 
the ſtrong deſire I ſhould have to get my liberty, and 
the impatience of ſeeing a woman I ador'd. As he 
Fancied he had gain'd ſo ſtrong an aſcendant over Mrs 
Lallin, as to make her enter into his views, when they 
ſhould be cloak'd under the ſpecious appearances of re- 
ligion, he communicated this laſt project to her. How- 
ever, policy and artifice were the chief motives which 
prompted him thus to confide in Mrs Lallin. The 
archbiſhop had declar'd, that he would not touch me, 
*till bis majeſty and the ducheſs were return'd. The 
Jeſuit was afraid of- my flipping away to England; and 
his deſign, in thus opening himſelf to Mrs La/lin, 
was, in order to engage her to give him notice of my 
parture. Tho' he had diſguis'd his intentions in the 
moſt artful manner, he yet did not ſucceed according 
to his wiſhes; for his uncommon zeal raiſed the ſuſ- 
Picions of his confident; for Mrs Lallin trembled 
when he men'ion'd the Ba/tile and a nunnery; and 
her affection for me, prevailing over every other con- 
fideration, ſhe one gay came and told me all that had 
palt betweeghgiconteior and herſelf, The 
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The reader may imagine that this fill'd me with the 
higheſt aſtoniſhment. You have ruin'd us, madam, 
ſays I, by your indiſcretion. Had you forgot what 
treatment we met with in Angers and Saumur? We 
are in a hundred times more danger in Paris The 
ducheſs is abſent, and I have now no protector Theſe 
reproaches brought tears into Mrs Lallin's eyes, but 
this was a uſeleſs remedy. I then deſir'd her to repeat, 
even the minuteſt circumſtances, of whatever ſhe had 
heard; but theſe only fill'd me with the higheſt dread, 
I thereupon reſolv'd to ſend word to Mr R 0 
that I wanted to ſpeak with him immediately, about 
| buſineſs of the higheſt conſequence. He came to me 
| forthwith, when we diſcours'd a long time, on the 
danger to which his family and I were expos'd. Had 
it been, ſays he, any other time but this, I would 
have advis'd you not to value the jeſuit's machinations z 
for his majeſty is ſo juſt a prince, that he would not 
ſuffer a foreigner to be ill uſed ; but I muſt confeſs to 
you, that as matters now ſtand, I don't ſee but you are 


in as much danger as myſelf. I am more griev'd, ſays 
he, upon your account than my own; for 'tis plain, 
that your friendſhip for me, and the love you have for 
my daughter, have brought this calamity upon you. 
Upon what pretence could the government ſeize you, 
but for concealing my daughter, and intending to pro- 


3 cure our eſcape into England? *Tis this circumſtance 
T8 gives me pain, and I would with pleaſure give half 
my blood, to attone for the injury I have done you. 


This generous man was ſo affected as he ſpoke, that 
the tears trickled down his cheeks. I begg'd him to 


believe, that ſo far from repenting what I had done 
for his daughter; I ſhould be very glad to do him ſer- 
vice, tho' what I held deareſt in the world was to be 
the purchaſe of it. I cannot ſay whether it were the 
affecting tone of voice with which I ſpoke, or bare 
friendſhip, which prompted him to explain himſelf 
| farther; but after having mus'd a moment; let us 
quite unboſom ourſelves, ſays he: You love Cecilia; 
| ſhe's my only child; you are ſenſible that ſhe'll be a 
Sood fortune; I therefore would adviſe you to OY 

| er. 
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off the danger with which we are threatned; you 


We were then in one of the walks in the park, when 


it would be criminal in her to receive my addreiles, 


he, conceal from you, that I was very uneaſy when | 
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her, This is the only means by which you can ward 


cannot be puniſh'd for giving an aſylum to a woman, 
whom you intended to make your wife. 

Hearing theſe words, I embraced him with tranſ. 
port, but had not power to once open my lips. He 
ſeem'd to be vaſtly ſurpriz'd at my ſilence, when! 
cry'd out: Deareſt friend! if you know that I love 
Cecilia, how can I have the face to tell you that Ian 
married ? So unexpected a declaration diſcon- 
certed him prodigiouſly. I ſuppoſe that he had hither. 7; 
to depended upon my marrying his daughter; and that 
this only had prompted him to entruſt her with me. Il 
recollected that ſhe herſelf had told me ſo. But now 
all my love and my misfortune tortur'd my ſoul in the 
ſame inſtant; ſo I could not ſupprefs a thouſand paſ- 


ſionate and melancholy complaints, which then broke 


from me. Mr. R ſaw but too plainly, that 
there was ſomething very extraordinary in this adven- 

ture. What idea ſoever he till then had entertain'd | 
of my prudence and honour, he now, in all probs ' 
bility, ſuſpected the ſincerity of my paſſion ; and be- 

ing afraid Jeſt his daughter's virtue ſhould be in dan 
ger, who he knew had a great affection for me, he 
left me after we had exchang'd. a few more words 
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he walk'd towards the hovel in it. Inow continud 
alone, deeply involv'd in thought. As we had alway: Rx 
been very familiar, I did not even go after him; be- 
cauſe he told me at his going away, that he intended 
to lie in my houſe that night, | 2 
About a quarter after I ſaw him coming back. Tie WM 
only reaſon why he went away ſo ſuddenly, was bis 
uneaſineſs for his daughter. He went to her, in order 
to know from her own mouth, how matters ſtood be- 
tween us; and to inform her, that as I was married, 


What he then heard fill'd him with the higheſt joy, 1 
which I ſaw plainly in his face as he approach'd me. 
He came up, and taking me in his arms, I won't, {-y3 


left 
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left you. You have a wife; this you told me indirect- 


8 | ly; I knew that you loved my daughter, and that ſhe 
return'd your paſſion; poſſibly paternal tenderneſs pre- 
0, voailed a moment over friendſhip. But why didn't you 


let me into the ſecret as well as Cecilia? I then would 


: WW have told you at once, that your misfortune may be 
WW remedied. Iam even ſurpriz'd that you are ignorant 

of what is generally practis'd on theſe occaſions ; and 
as my daughter, who is not a child, has ſeen an example 
mM FW of it in our family. She told me, that ſhe herſelf of- 
„ ſer'd to inform you of it, and therefore was ſurpriz'd 
. that you did not enquire farther. I anſwer'd between 
1 joy and fear, that ſo far from receiving with coldneſs, 

ſome obſcure words which miſs Cecilia had dropt; 


they, on the contrary, had fill'd me with the higheſt 
uneaſineſs, and I was perpetually reflecting on them; 
but that, as T had never been ſo fortunate as to gueſs 
their meaning, deſpair had fill'd me with fear, and 
prevented me from deſiring her to explain them. 

. 3 This, ſays Mr R „ T'll do myſelf; but then it 
+ Z& muſt be upon a double ſuppoſition ; firſt, that you real- 
hy wiſh to marry my daughter; and ſecondly, that 
XX your wife's infidelity, and her going away with another 
| 3 man, can be well prov'd. In this cafe, ſays he, it 
XX will be an eaſy matter to procure a divorce, and con- 
ſequently, be at liberty to marry again. The very 
-, 88 fame thing happen'd to my brother, and *twas this 
Cecilia thought on, when ſhe hinted a remedy. Tis 
true indeed, that neither the Roman laws, or thoſe of 
France, allow of marrying a ſecond wife, after a man 
bas been divorc'd from his firſt; but our laws are dif- 
ferent. All you have to do, is to addreſs yourſelf to 
the conſiſtory of Charenton. Beſides, being an Eng- 

# /i/pman, you therefore are not the king of France's 
ſubject; and in caſe this ſhould not ſucceed, you may 
= eaſily obtain a divorce in England, where that cuſtom 
prevails very much, He added, that the only difh- 
” Vi culty would be, to get certain proofs of my wife's 
„ "WF infidelity. | 


8 | Here I want a new ſet of expreſſions, in order to 
" KT deſcribe one of the moſt odd ſituations that ever the 
{7 heart 
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it was impoſſible for her to be ſo; that I yet was cz. 


limb. Every time I heard him utter the word diver, = + 
TIT thought he tore my heart to pieces. "Twas a bat: 


dumb after he had ſpoke. 


I an{wer'd, that ſhe was retis'd to Chaillot, under the 1 
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heart of man was in. I am now going to relate an 
unparallel'd incident, which will fully perſuade my 
readers, that no one had a turn of mind like me. Can 
it be imagin'd, that loving miſs Cecilia ſo dear as[ 
did; after the ſtrongeſt wiſhes I had form'd to have 
her mine; and the deep pangs I felt when I thought 


Pable of receiving this overture of Mr R any 
otherwiſe than with the utmoſt acknowledgment, and 
the higheſt tranſports of joy? What was there wanting 
to my heart, when every thing had been offer'd that 
could poſſibly make it happy? Had not I eraz'd ny 
wife from my remembrance? Did not I hate her? 
Was not ſhe a perfidious creature, who had brought 
me to ſhame, and filled me with ſorrow 3 and there. 


fore deſerv'd nothing from me but hatred and con- 


tempt? However, the inſtant I underſtood what Mr M8 
R was going to propoſe, I trembled in every Ml 


ſenſation, abſtrafted from any idea, and I was ſtruck F 

He then ask'd me what I thought of his propoſal, 
This queition drew me out of my lethargy,” when [| 
took his hand and ſqueez'd it, but without uttering a WR 
word. He imagin'd that this filence was the effect of 
my joy; and therefore continu'd to explain in whit "WM 
manner all difficulties might be remov'd. I had time 
to make ſeveral reflections as he was ſpeaking. I ad. WM 
mir'd what I had juſt before felt; but what impreſſon 
it might ſtill have left upon me, I endeavour'd to ba- 


Niſh it intirely from my heart; by recollecting the jul } 1 


abhorrence I ought to have of my wife's conduct. 
And then, I needed only but to paint miſs Cecilia“ 
charms in my fancy, and the delightful image imme | 
diately fill'd all my ſoul. Thither J directed all my 
attention. Mr R-— having repeated, that the 
greateſt difficulty would be, to get proofs of her in.“ 
continence; be ask'd me if I knew what was become 
of my faithleſs wife, ard what I knew of her guilt! 1 
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ducheſs's protection; and that my whole family were 


FI ready to atteſt, that ſhe ran away with her gallant, 
is a happy circumſtance, ſays he, that ſhe is ſo near 


us. You yourſelf muſt propoſe to her the ſeparation ; 


| there's no doubt but ſhe'll conſent to it at once, and 


by that means matters will be ſooner concluded. This 
laſt propoſal filled me with the higheſt uneaſineſs; and 
thereupon I defir'd Mr x — to do whatever he 
thought neceſſiry, aſſuring him, (which indeed was 


not true) that I myſelf was wholly ignorant of the 


laws, and the ordinary forms of juſtice. 
I urg'd him to return to our rural habitation in the 


| park, which I was not ſo much prompted to from the 


neceflity I was under of repoſing myſelf, tho I made 


1 | this the excuſe ; as from my unwillingneſs to hear a 


diſcourſe, every word of which increas'd my pain. I 
rely, my good friend, on you; and therefore would 


have you act as you ſhall think proper. I thus endea- 
2X v-ur'd to check, by vague and random ideas, the birth 


of a thouſand afflicting refleftions, which ſeem'd ready 


do fart up in my ſoul. Iran with the utmoſt haſte 
+ & into the room where miſs Cecilia was, and ſeated m 

TX ſelf by her. I figh'd as I fat down, as tho' I had ju 

e ſcapꝰ'd ſome imminent dagger ; and was juſt beginning 
VE rt: breathe, in a place where all my fears were to ceaſe. 
XX Aad indeed, her preſence reſtor'd joy to my heart, 
and her countenance diſcover'd that ſhe herſelf was 
eaſy. She did not doubt, when ſhe ſaw me return 


with her father, but that I had at laſt been inform'd, 


25 3 of what ſhe ſo eagerly wiſh'd I ſhould know. She 


4 imigin'd my mind was eaſy, and hers was completely 
ſo. Poſſibly it was the ſame reaſon had prompted me, 


W contrary to my uſual cuſtom, to go and ſeat myſelf 


by her in fo free a manner. 


Mr R . ſuppoſing that Mrs La//in and my 
ſiſter were let into all our ſecrets, reſum'd the difſ- 


| | courſe we had held in the park. After having de- 


clar'd to his daughter before them, that I had a very 
great affection for her, and intended to ſue for a di- 


vorce, and afterwards to marry her; he again began 
to ſpeak of the methods how it might be beſt brougtt 
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about. 1 now liſten'd to bim with much leſs diſtrac- 


tion than I had done before, He then offer'd to go 
to Chaillot; and to. deſire my wife to conſent to our 


divorce. I approv'd every thing he ſaid, and there- 
upon he prepar'd to ſet out immediately, Mrs Lallin 
and my ſiſter were prodigiouſly ſurpriz'd at ſo unex. 
pected an adventure. I obſerv'd that they gaz'd up. 
on me with aſtoniſhment, They had, perhaps, per. 
ceiv'd that I had a paſſion for miſs Cecilia; but they 
never could have thought it would have encreas'd to 
Touch a degree, or have produc'd ſuch an effect as they 
Had juſt heard it had done. Nevertheleſs, they ſeem'd 
vaſtly delighted upon that account, becauſe they were 
perſuaded I was now at eaſe, a circumſtance they till 
now deſpair'd of; and thereupon laviſh'd their careſſes 
upon miſs Cecilia, who they ſuppos'd had wholly 
produc'd this happy change. We ſpent the afternoon 
very agreeably, till Mr R s return; and I was 
ſo overjoy'd at my being with miſs Cecilia, that I 
thought byt very little on the buſineſs her father was 


moments. un pl 
Every one was mighty eager to know what ſucceſs 


he had met with, eſpecially Mrs Lallin and my ſiſter, 


who did not know till then that my wife was ſo near 
us, and that I knew the place of her abode, He then 
told us all that had paſs'd between my wife and him- 


ſelf. He at firſt had enquir'd for her at the convent- 
gate, by the name of Mrs Cleveland, which I told 
him was mine, juſt as he ſet out for Chaillot. Mr 


R — was anſwer'd, that there was no perſon of 


that name there. And indeed my wife had changed | 7 


hers, in order to prevent her being known; it hap- 
pen'd by a very odd turn of chance, that the new 
name ſhe had taken, was almoſt the ſame with mine, 
which was Kingsby, and hers Ringsby. Mr x 


found it a very difficult matter to point out the perſon 


he wanted, there being a great number of boarders in 


Gat houſe ; and would have come to no purpoſe, 


gone about. He came back, and diſcover'd the great- | q 
eſt joy and ſatisfaction in his countenance; and | | 
myſelf continued in the higheſt tranſports for ſome 
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not he ask'd for an Engliſh lady, whom the ducheſs 
had recommended to that convent. 'By this means ſhe 
was known; but when word was brought her, that a 
perſon at the gate deſir'd to ſpeak with her, ſhe had 
ſent word, that ſhe did not receive any viſits; ſa that 
Mr. R was obliged to declare ſeveral times, 
that he came upon buſineſs of the greateſt conſe- 
quence, and therefore he muſt ſee her. 8 

Altho' there was not any thing very affecting in this 
preamble, I yet could not hear it without being mov'd. 
Poſſidly I might have been leſs ſo, had Mr x 
come at once to the chief end of his commiſſion. But 
now a look I eaſt upon miſs Cecilia recover'd me, 
and I continued to liſten. At lat, ſays Mr 
R——, your ſpouſe was prevail'd on to come: I then 
was brought into a clofet, and a moment after I ſaw 
her appear at the grate: She was dreſs'd In deep 
mourning 3 and appear'd with ſo ſweet; ſo modeſt an 
air, that I could not help making a refleQion,' on the 
treachery and injuſtice of nature ; who frequently con- 
ceals a vicious ſou), under the moſt ſpecious appearances 
of virtue. Mrs C/eve/and ask'd me with a 
fearful tone of voice, what I wanted with her. I an- 
ſwer'd, that I came from you, which immediately 
brought a colour into her cheeks. Obſerving this, I 
gave her time to recover herſelf, when I deliver'd my 
meſſage in the civileſt terms I poſſibly could. Hear- 
ing this ſhe turn'd her eyes towards heaven; afterwards 
kept them ſhut for ſome time; then ſigh'd and burſt 
Into tears; and at laſt, after T began to be uneaſy at 
her ſilence, ſhe ask'd me whether I knew the woman 
you intended to marry? I anſwer'd that I did. So 
do I, ür, ſays ſhe, the tears ſtreaming afreſh down 
her cheeks; ſo do I. Tell therefore Mr Cleveland, 
that I with he may live more happily with her, than 
he has done with me: Tell him, that I ſhall beg this 
earneſtly of heaven. And ſince my conſent only is 
wanting to make him happy, aſſure him that he has 
it; and only remind him, that I never in my life op- 
pos'd his happineſs. J anſwer'd, continu'd Mr 
2, that you would undoubtedly be highly 
ns Iz. pleas'd 
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pleas'd to hear ſhe was ſo pliable; and that knowing 
your good nature, I did not ſcruple to aſſure her in 
your name, that you forgave her all that was paſt, 
She then was going to leave me; but I told her, you 
defir'd ſhe would give her conſent in writing. This 
ſhe did not ſcruple to do; and calling for pen, ink, 
and paper, ſhe writ whatever I thought fit to dictate. 
Here, ſays he, is the inſtrument ſign'd by her. 
After ſhe had done, I took my leave of her in a very 
polite manner, without ſaying a word more. 

I took the inſtrument in my hand, which trembled 
at the ſame time. I yet could not tell what it was 
that agitated me in this manner, I being almoſt de. 
priv'd of my reaſon, and could hardly ſee or hear. [ 
then turn'd my eyes towards miſs Cecilia; I perceiv'd 
her: but, as tho' my heart was oppreſs'd on a ſudden, 
I did not feel the ſecret charm which, the leaſt glance 
from her eyes, uſed to awake in my heart. A rock 

would not have felt ſo heavy on my boſom, as the 
dead weight with which it ſeem'd to be then loaded. 
I could not fetch my breath ; I don't know, ſays 
J turning about to my ſiſter, what's the matter with 
me, Iam ready to faint away. Immediately they ran 
to. fetch ſomething, and miſs Cecilia was preparing to 
give it me; when taking up her hand eagerly, I ap- 
plied it to my lips, and cry'd with a deep ſigh, alas! 
> dear Fanny. I undoubtedly intended to ay, 
dear Cecilia] but my imagination was ſo diſturb'd, 
that it repreſented every thing in a confus'd manner, 
T continu'd in a kind of diſtraction for ſome time, but 
by the care of thoſe about me, I at Jaſt recovered 
from it. - 
The whole company continued ſilent, and ſeem'd 
to look on me with aſtoniſhment, eſpecially Mr R—, 
I was vaſtly ſo myſelf when, being recoyer'd, I recol- 
lected what had juſt before happen d. I fancied myſelf 
juſt come gg a dream; and reflecting a moment 
more on what it was that could poſſibly occaſion ſo 
N a change in me; I was forc'd to own to my ſelf, 
hat I did not yet know my own heart. Tho' I was 
recover'd from the kind of ſwoon into W 
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fallen, nevertheleſs, I till felt a great weight at my 
ſtomach. I ſtruggled with myſelf, when I conſider d, 
the ill effects this accident might produce. Mr x 
continu'd to look Redfaſtly at me, but without ſpeak- 
ing a word; nor was miſs Cecilia leſs ſurpriz d. At 
hſt, words forced their way from me, when deliver- 
ing myſelf with my uſual freedom, I vented a deep 
ſigh. Alas! ſays I; Iam as much ſurpriz'd at what 
has juſt now happen'd to me, as you can poſſibly be. 
I lov'd my faithleſs partner with ſuch a paſſion as is 
beyond the power of words. What you have now 
ſeen in me, muſt owe its birth to ſome dying remains 
of affection which I ſtill entertain for her. But dear 
friend, and lovely Cecilia, ſays I, directing myſelf to 
both father and daughter at the ſame time; this will 
give you but a more favourable idea of my heart, 
which ſure is the moſt tender that ever man was in- 
form'd with. You both know the great aſcendant you 
have over it. You perceive in what manner I hate; 
judge from thence how ſtrong my love mult be! 


| They receiv'd my excuſes in the kindeſt manner, 


and I did not perceive that their affection was leſſen'd. 
I likewiſe aſſum'd my uſual behaviour, and fell to ca- 
reſſing miſs Cecilia, when her lovely eyes awak'd all 
my tenderneſs. I then read the inſtrument my wife 
had ſign'd, before her: tho' the ſight of her name, 
written by herſelf, occaſion'd a ſurprizing revolution 


in all my faculties, I yet had the power to prevent any 


notice being taken of it. We then thought of proper 
methods for compleating what was then began, r 
undertook to preſent a petition from me to 
the conſiſtory. He told me, that if we met with no 
more difficulty, than his brother had done in an affair 
of the ſame nature, he did not doubt but I ſhould be 
his ſon-in-law in leſs than. a fortnight; and we re- 
ſolv'd, that in caſe we ſhould meet with any obſtacle 
from the conſiſtory, we then would go for Exgland 
forthwith. One thing we were afraid of, viz. that 
the jeſait would ſet every engine at work to prevent 
our eſcape; bat this we were forced to run the hazard 


of. Tis impoſſible for a whole family to leave a'king- 
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dom in one night, and carry off all their effects. It 
was enough, in the preſent occaſion, that I had ds 
priv'd my enemies of the only reaſonable handle they 
could make uſe of, in order to deprive me of my li- 
berty. Twas very plain that J intended to marry 
miſs Cecilia; ſo that I could not be accus'd of having 
ſhelter'd her in my houſe, merely to favour hereſy, in 
oppoſition to his majeſty's edicts. | 


I was highly ſatisfied with this diſpoſition of mat - 


ters, and ſpent the reſt of the day in Cecilia's compa- 
ny, with the utmoſt ſatisfaction. Nevertheleſs, there 


. was ſomething very myſterious in my heart which I 


could not unravel; and I found its perplexity increaſe, 
when I prepar'd myſelf to take ſome reſt. The image 
of my wife, and the ſeveral circumſtances of her diſ- 
painted themſelves ſo 
Rrongly in my fancy, that I could not baniſh them. 
I ſpent part of the night, in endeavouring to drive 
away thoſe melancholy ideas, which were fit only to 
fill me with diſtraction. I avoided even ſearching in- 
to the foundation of my thoughts, for fear of meet- 
ing with ſomething in them, which my reaſon would 
force me to diſapprove. I differ'd ſo much from what 
I was before; that inſtead of endeavouring to know 


myſelf, at a time when every thing appear'd dark 


within, and around me, I dreaded nothing ſo much as 


the pains and confuſion of ſuch an enquiry. In caſe any 


ancient philoſophical lights darted into my ſoul, I im- 
mediately chaſed them away, for this reaſon, viz. I had 
ptov'd their..inefficacy, With regard to my. wife, I 


was ſurpriz d that her name, and the remembrance of 
her, Were capable of giving me ſo much uneaſineſs; 


but then I alſo rejected with obſtinacy, whatever tend- 
ed to make me think . favourably. of her. What! an 
ungrateful, a perfidious, and. infamous creature! No, 


no; ſhe is now to expect nothing from me but: hatred 


and horror. All my tenderneſs is reſerv'd for my ami- 
able Cecilia, She has healed my heart, and brought 


tranquillity to my ſoul; I therefore owe myſelf whol-⸗ 
ly to her charms. In this manner did I go-to ſleep, 


$6.5 > from 


eluded. by this idea of tranquillity, which I was far. 
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from poſſeſſing; and indeed my Qlumbers were far 
from peaceful, and I had a dream which will be eter- 
nally fix'd in my memory. | OY 5 
The viſion preſented my wife and mifs Cecilia, at 
one and the ſame time, to my fancy. The former in 
the mourning weeds in which Mr R — had de- 
ſcrib'd her, but more lovely and charming, than ever 
ſhe had before appear'd; with that air of ſadneſs, 
which I was told ſhe wore at Chaillot. On the other 
fide, Cecilia roſe before me, with all her native graces 
and ſprightlineſs. I fancied myſelf ſeated, and that 
they both were ſtanding before me. Their glances 
were upon me, and fix'd me, as it were, to my chair, 
notwithſtanding all the endeavours I uſed to riſe up 
from it, My eyes wander'd over them both, with 
inexpreſſible avidity, as attracted by two objects which 
my heart panted to have united. Nevertheleſs, every 
glance excited a different emotion in my ſoul. The 
languiſhing and afflicted air with which my wife ap- 
pear'd, damp'd my heart in a ſurprizing manner; 
while at the ſame time, Cecilia's ſprightly and de- 
lightful air, had almoſt the power to force a ſmile 
from me; but altho' a ſmile is always the effect of a 
pleaſant ſenſation, I yet found that mine was merely 
ſuperficial ; and that my heart was afflited at the*bot- 
tom. This frame of mind was vaſtly painful to me. 
My deſires were attracted two different ways at one 
and the ſame time. My wife's infidelity did not oc- 
cur to me ; for then Ceci/ia would undoubtedly have 
turn'd the ſcale. I ſaw nothing but two amiable ob- 
jects, which claim'd an equal ſhare of tenderneſs, and 
raiſed the ſtrongeſt emotions in my ſoul. In fine, I 
imagin'd I ſaw my two children leading their mother 
in by the hand; and as ſhe drew nearer, methoughts 
ſhe took up that part of my heart which Ceci/ia had 
fill d before. Nevertheleſs, there was ſomething bit- 
ter in the pleaſure I felt, in finding her ſo near me. 
Even the very inſtant that I was going to embrace 
her, I fancied I ſaw tears trickle down her cheeks, and 
mine alſo. I awaked, when I did not taſte that gen- 
tle ſatisfaction, which remains in the heart, after 4 


14 man 
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man has ſeen in flumbers, what he dotes ſo much up- 
on when awake; ſo far from it, that I never roſe 
with ſo much heavineſs upon my ſpirits. I dreſs'd 
myſelf as faſt as I could; and avoiding even to revive 
this importunate illuſion in my imagination, I haſted 
to my Cecilia, in order to diſpel the gloom which 
hung over my ſpirits. 

But theſe moments of ſorrow were nothing, in 
compariſon of what I was to ſuffer a little after. It 
was uſual for Mrs. Lallin, and my ſiſter, to give the 
children an airing in the coach, and afterwards walk 
the delightful ſolitude about Sz Cloud. This cuſtom. 


they had diſcontinu'd ever fince miſs Cecilia had been 


with ns, they never ſtirring from her. However, 
they determin'd to go and amuſe themſelves after the 
ſame manner, the very day after Mr R— had 
been with my wife. They did not tell me the reaſon 
of their going abroad, which I ſuppos'd, was merely 
becauſe they were weary of the houſe. They left my 
viece with miſs Cecilia; and taking my two ſons, they 
told me, they were going to take the air for a few 
hours. Their deſign in this was, in order to get a 
fight of my wife at Chail/oar, They did not intend 
either to enquire for her at the gate, or make hera 


viſit; but Mrs Lallin being acquainted with the cuſ- 


toms of convents, had aſſur d my ſiſter, that ſhe would 
not fail of ſeeing her in chapel, when the nuns chaunt 
veſpers ; and all ſhe deſign'd was, to examine her fea- 
tures a little. - | | 

It was pretty late when they return'd home. Al- 
tho? the fair-ſex diſguiſe their thoughts better than 
men; I yet diſcover'd at their coming in, that they 
were chagrin'd; and thereupon I ask'd them whether 
any thing had vex'd them. They anſwer'd, with 
coldneſs, that nothing had. Nevertheleſs, as I till 
kept my eyes upon them, I plainly perceiv'd that they 
were both deeply afflicted. I did not carry my curio- 
fity any farther ; but happening to meet with both my 
children, I ſaw their eyes were bath'd in tears. I 


then examin'd them together. and apart, but found 


them petſiſt obſtinately in refuſing to tell me any thing. 


That. 
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Tho? I did not yet ſuſpect the truth of this matter, I 
yet judg'd that ſomething had happen d which I oughe 
to know. Accordingly, taking my ſiſter- in- law aſide ; 
I am ſurpriz d, ſays I, that you ſhould ſcruple to tell 
me what has happen'd to you. You ſhall never per- 
ſuade me, that the children cry for nothing ; or even 
that I miſtook, when TI obſerv'd ſome change in yours 
and Mrs Lallin's countenance. Tam abſolutely reſolv'd 
to know what it is that troubles you. She did 
not know what to do for ſome time; but as I ſtill con- 
tinu'd to urge her very much, ſhe at laſt made the 
following confeſhon. | | 
2 You force me, ſays ſhe, to relate, what will touch 
you as much as it did us. Alas! I ſhall never forget 
what I have ſeen, You are to know then, that in- 
ſtead of taking an airing in the country, curic ſity 
prompted us to go to Chaillot, We arriv'd there juſt 
as the nuns were at veſpers. We went into chapel in 
order to get a ſight of your ſpouſe, and accorgingiy 
'# we ſaw her. She was upon her knees in a mourning. 
habit, as Mr R — had defcrib'd her yeſterday. [ 
knew her, tho' ſhe had her back to me. I did not 
& intend to let her fee us, much leſs did I defire that 
the children ſhould. However, I could not help ſtay- 
ing 'till ſhe turn d her head to us; defigning, as ſoon 
as I had ſeen her face, to go away. We ſtood at the 
grate, which divides the choir from the nave or body 
of the chapel; and, conſequently, as ſhe was at the 
bother end of the choir, we were at a conſiderable 
diſtance from her. At laſt ſhe turn'd her head; how- 
ever, I ſcarce believe that ſhe knew us at firſt; for 
although ſhe diſcover'd ſome little emotion in her 
countenance, ſhe yet ſeem'd not to know us. I was 
then going to lead your two fons out haſtily, but the 
| Poor children knew their unfortunate mother. It 
would be impoſlible for me to deſcribe the tranſports 
VE with which they were going to fly to her; not con- 
ſidering that the grate prevented them from doing this. 
Their cries, or rather groans echoed thro' the whole 
K chapel. They thruſt their arms thro” the grate; and 
would have call'd out upon their mother, but 3 
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not in the power of words to deſcribe the impetuoſity 
with which ſhe flew towards them. She ran with 
open arms, not conſidering the place ſhe was in, or 


the perſons ; and ſo ſtrong were her tranſports, that! 
was afraid ſhe would have daſh'd herſelf to pieces 
againſt the grate. However, theſe violent agitations. F 
having exhauſted all her ſpirits in an inſtant, fhe faint- M8 
ed in the middle of the choir. This frighted all the 

nuns, who immediately came up, and gave her all the 
aſſiſtance poſſible, While ſhe lay in the ſwoon, I en- 
deavour'd to get the two children out of the chapel, } 
but there was no making them ſtir. Their tears guſh'd ? 
like rivulets from their eyes, when they faw their 
mother lying on the ground; and they ſtill continu'd | 
to ſtretch out their arms, and ſtrive with all their | 


might to get through the grate ; fo that, at laſt, the 
youngeſt fainted away at my feet. % RS 


This relation pierc'd my very heart. I was ſtanding | 
up, when Ideſir'd my ſiſter to let me take a little 
breath, and fit down a little. She then went on. Mrs 
Tallin then had the child carried into the open air, in 
order that he might revive. As for me, I did not fir 


| | 
loſt the faculty of ſpeech; ſo that they broke only in- 
to a tender and confus'd murmur, which muſt have 
ſoften'd the moſt ſavage hearts; but this was only the | 
beginning of the melancholy ſcene. You may eaſily | 
believe that their mother ſoon heard them. But tis 
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from the eldeft, who I expected would alſo fall ins 
ſwoon 3 however, he did not. Your ſpouſe being t 


lft-reviv'd by the care and affiſtance of the nuns, ſhe | 
deſir'd to be carried to the grate. Tis here you'd 


have melted, to ſee and hear the child and his mother. 
As they could not embrace one another, their mouths 
ſeem'd glued to the grate that was between them; 
and they repeated with a moſt paſſionate tone of voice, 
the tender names of mother and ſon. Your ſpouſe 
afterwards took her child's hands, and kiſs'd them 2 


thouſand times, bedewing them with her tears. As | 


the did not ſee her other ſon, ſhe enquir'd very enger - 


ly what was become of him; when 1 told her that he 


was out of order, and therefore: had been carried into 


the 
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the air, Hearing my voice, ſhe found that ſhe was 
ſpeaking to me. Alas! filter, ſays.ſhe, is it you I lee 
and ſpeak to? How infinitely Lam oblig'd to you for 
bringing my two children! Does friendſhip ſtill in- 
ſpire you with compaſſion for a wretched woman? 
Seeing all the nuns. about her, notwithſtanding the 
confuſion ſhe was in, ſhe nevertheleſs had the preſence 
of mind to conſider, that perhaps ſome words might 
flip from me thro? inadvertency, which it was not 
proper for the nuns to hear; ſo that without giving 
me time to ſpeak, ſhe deſir'd me to retire with ber 
children into a room; where, ſhe ſaid, ſhe would 
come to me immediately. | 
I was in doubt, continu'd my ſiſter, whether I ſhould 
| indulge her this ſmall favour; *twas not but I was 
deeply afflited to ſee her take on ſo much, but I re- 
collected that I was in a convent; that 'tis a kind of 
priſon in which your two ſons might, perhaps, be 
ſhut up; in ſine, that it was neceſſary I ſhould uſe the 
utmoſt precautions I anſwer'd, that F was ob- 
liged to leave the convent immediately; that I didn't 
dare to ſtay in CBaillot, without I had your permiſſion 
for that purpoſe 3 and that I would defire your leave, 
to viſit her another time. WhatSſays ſhe with a flood 
of tears, you refuſe to give me a moment's hearing! 
you won't indulge me in the fatisfaction of embracing; 
my children ? Undoubtedly my husband muſt have, 
forc'd you to be thus cruel; for alas! what harm did 
I ever do you, and why ſhould you hate me? On tbe 
other fide, your ſon begg'd me ſo earneſtly to acquieſce 
with her defires, that I was upon the point of yielding. 
While this was doing, Mrs Lallin came back with 
your ſon Tommy: When your ſpouſe had:no: ſooner ſet 
| Eyes upon that lady, but ſhe fell again into a ſwoon. 
he nuns ſeeing the confuſion this made in the ehureh, 
remov'd her inſtantly, in order to aſſiſt her in another 
place. One of thefe entreated me to retire into a lit - 
tle room, where I might diſcourſe her in private. 
However, the fear I was under of diſpleaſing you, and 
to expoſe the children to the danger'above-memtion'd, | 
prompted me to get into the coach, 2 
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forthwith. I could hardly prevail with the children 
to come away with me, they being abſolutely deter- 
min'd to ſtay with their mother; inſomuch that I was 


oblig'd to threaten them I would tell you of it; but | 
this not working upon their minds, I made the foot. || 


men force em into the coach. To comfort them, I 


promis'd to come fome other time with them to Chail. * 


lot; and ſtrictly enjoin'd them not to acquaint you 


wich what happen'd. Your footmen obſerv'd, ſays Þ# 
ſhe, a man, but who he is they knew not, ride hard 


after us. He, at firſt, came upon a full gallop; but 
when he was got near enough to know the coach, he 
follow'd it ſoftly; and turn'd back his horſe, as ſoon 
as we were got into the houſe. 

My ſiſter look'd ſtedfaſtly upon me, as ſhe ended 
her relation, in expectation of hearing me ſpeak. | 
mult own to you, ſays I, that I am prodigiouſly affect- 
ed with what I have now heard. I know not whe. 
ther it be love or compaſſion; but 'tis certain there is 
ſomething in my heart, which ſtill combats in my 
guilty wife's favour. Alas! how wretched is my fate, 
fays I, with a deep ſtgh. Moft men are oblig'd to 
ſtruggle with themſelves, in order to preſerve their 
affection for their wives, after they have been mar- 
ried but a few months; whereas, Iam obliged to 
maintain a pepetual war in my own boſom, and yet 
cannot forget an infamous woman who has cover'd me 


with ſhame; and whom I ought to hate for a thouſand | 
reaſons! I didn't think, ſays my ſiſter, your cafe ſo 
deplorable; but fancied we were more obliged to 


miſs Cecilia, whoſe charms, we ſuppos'd, had diſpelld 
your melancholy. I won't, fays I, deny but that ſhe 
is dear to me: and this you cannot doubt of, ſince J 
intend to marry her. She has ſometimes exhibited 
ſuch tranſports in my boſom, as, methoughts, I never 
felt before; but I muſt confeſs to you, that I am not 
able to deſcribe what I feel. Figure to yourſelf a 
man who being loſt, as it were, endeavours to recover 
himſelf, but cannot flatter himſelf with the hopes that 
be ever ſhall; and who fixes, thro' deſpair, upon every 
thing that ſooths his affliction. i = 
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This is the ſad image of me. I have now, ſiſter, 


1 fays I, unboſom'd myſelf more to you, than I have 
29 done to any other perſon. Nature inform'd me with 
ut too tender a heart. The greateſt evil that cou'd poſſi- 


bly have befallen me, was the loſing what I lov'd, Per- 
. W which made me loſe her; had I been capable, at the 


but it ſtill burns in my boſom 3 cho', what is a moſt 


FF cruel torment, I no longer poſſeſs the object of it, I 
it languiſh'd for a long time, in the molt violent agitati- 
e ons of forrows, the extremes of which you are utterly 
n a firanger to. This exceſs ought naturally to have 

laſted ſo long as life itſelf; and yet it leflen'd the mo- 


4+ ment I began to love Cecilia. You are ſenſible that 
1] KF fe is a charming creature; and, indeed, I was ſud- 

'X denly truck with her. My heart, as I obſerv'd to you 
before, was form'd for tenderneſs ; it was inflam'd with 
ber perfections; and the return ſhe indulg'd me of her 
Jove, increas'd mine to a prodigious degree. But in 
caſe J judge of all I have felt hitherto for her, by what 
I feel the inſtant I am ſpeaking to you, and by the per- 
plexity you ſaw me in yeſterday ; I am obliged to con- 
ſeſs, that I love her but very little; and that the paſ- 
ſion which inclines me to marry her, is not ſuggeſted 
by me, but by another. I don't doubt but what I 
now ſay will appear dark to you : however, don't de- 
fire me to explain myſelf farther, for this would fill 
me with the utmoſt ſhame and confuſion. I even en- 
deavour to divert my eyes from turning themſelves in- 
ward. I cannot, nor will not know myſelf. 

My ſiſter was a woman of very good ſenſe. She 
perceiv'd that I perhaps was going to be replung'd in 
my former ſorrow, and conſequently ſtood in need of 
a (upport. This made her make ſuch an anſwer as I 
was far from expecting, after ſhe had told me the 
© abovemention'd particulars of my wife. I gueſs, fays 
the, part of what you explain in ſo myſterious a man- 
ner; but continued to oblerve, that what affection ſo- 
erer I might ſtill have for my wife, as her crime was 


the 


| iÞ hops, | ſhould have conſol'd myſelf by the ſame reaſon . 


WM ſame time, of extinguiſhing the paſſion I have for her: 


of ſuch a nature, as would not ſuffer me to indulge 
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tke leaſt hopes of our ever being reconciled, her opi. | 
nion was, in caſe I thought fit to hear it; that I ought |! 
to make my court to miſs Cecilia more aſſiduouſſy 
than ever, and not oppoſe the tender inclinations I | 
had for her; that'it matter'd not what it was that gave 
riſe to my loft ſenſations, ſince they were directed to | 
a worthy object, and prov'd an agreeable amulement; | 
that ſhe had obſerved a fault in me, viz. that I refin'd | 
too much on the nature and principle of my impul- 
ſes; that a little more ſimplicity, and leſs argumenta- 
tion were neceſſary, in order to make myſelf happy; 
that ſhe hadn't approv'd any thing I had ſaid fo much, 
as the reſolution I had taken not to ſtudy my own ? 
mind ſo much as I had done; that the uneaſineſs | 
complain'd of, was owing to my refleCtions, rather 
than to the natural diſpoſition of my heart; and after 
all, that ſhe did not think my preſent circumſtances ſo "i 
very unhappy : that, indeed, I had Joſt a wife whom 


I lov'd to diſtraction; but then, that was a great hap- 


pineſs I had rid myſelf of her, ſince ſhe was ſo unwor- |; 
thy of my eſteem; that I was very happy in being lo |} 
dear to mils Cecilia; that therefore I ought to think of |? 
her only; and be aſſur'd, that all my peſt afflictions 

would be remoy'd, when once I was poſſeſs' d of Ceri- WM 
lia, eſpecially when we were got ſafe to England —— * 
Altho” I approv'd part of this advice, and was reſolv'd - 


to follow it, it yet was not capable of charming my 


anxiety. At her leaving me, ſhe ask'd whether I ſhould 1 
approve of her going to Chaillot again? I anſwer'd, * 


that ſhe might do as ſhe please. 
The next day in the afternoon, word was brought 
me that a clergyman was in the parlour, who enquir'd 


for me by the name of Cleveland. Altho' I was ſur- 


priz'd to hear a perſon ask for me by that name, I yet 
order'd him to be brought in. He told me that he was 
Chaplain to the convent of Chaillat; and that my wife 
having experienc'd his probity and diſcretion, had not 


{crupled to let him into our whole ſtory ; that ſhe had 
begg'd him to conjure me, by all that was holy, to 
let her have the ſatisfaQtion of ſeeing and..embracing W 
her cuildren; that ſhe might, indeed, ceaſe to be > 
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wife, but that it was impoſlible for her not to be their 
mother; that ſhe waited with inexpreſſible eagerneſs 
to ſee them; that ſhe wiſh'd I might be as happy with 
my bride, as I cou'd wiſh to be; and that ſhe wou'd 
do all that ever lay in her power to promote my fe- 
licity; that in conſequence of this ſhe would never 
trouble me by her preſence or reproaches; but that, 
in return for the · implicit ſubmiſſion ſhe had always 
paid to my will, ſhe begg'd me upon her knees, not 
to deny her the ſatisf.ction of ſeeing her two children. 
hat as for her having ask'd for me by the name 
of Cl:veland, this ought not to give me the leaſt un- 
eafineſs; that my wife having appointed a perſon ta 
follow my coach, a little after ſhe was recover'd from 
her ſwoon, which had prevented her from asking Mrs 
Bridge where I liv'd; the footman whom ſhe ſent af- 
ter us, had told it her; but not knowing 1 had chang'd 


KF my name, ſhe therefore had me en e, for by my 


real one; and that he had not heard any where but 
in my own parlour, that I did not care to paſs for 
Oliver's ſon; a circumſtance he promis'd not to reveal 
to any perſon. 5 . | 
After he had ended this diſcourſe, in the moſt po- 
lite and affable manner, he aſſum'd a graver air; and 
as his words had ſtruck me ſo far, that I was oblig'd 
to meditate a moment, on the anſwer it would be pro- 
per for me to make him; he had time to anticipate it. 
This, fir, ſays he, is what your wiſe deſir'd me to tell 
you : I have only repeated her own words, purſuant 
to the urgent orders ſhe gave me. But now have 
declared her deſire, give me leave to explain myſelf 
with the liberty, which the character I am inveſted 
with allows me. Cou'd one poſſibly believe, that ſo 
wiſe, ſo good natur'd a man as you have always ap- 
pear'd to be, according even to your wife's deſcription, 
could have taken ſo unaccountable a reſolution, as that 
you are going to execute ? I am ſenſible that a man of 
good ſenſe may ſometimes be deluded by an irregular 


paſſion; and may for ſome time ſwerve from his duty, 


But then, to paſs all bounds ;. to break the moſt ſacred 
of all tyes 3 tg renounce all virtue and juſtice, is what 
| can 
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can never be perpetrated/ but by a man whoſe heart 


is corrupted very much; and conſequently all this ina 
man of your character is incomprehenfible. I know 7 
you only, as I before obſerv'd, from the character 
which your lady gave me of you. FT find, that not- 
withitanding the juſt reaſon ſhe has to complain of you, 


ſhe yet does juſtice to your merit. I am juſtly per- 
ſuzded that you are a very deſerving gentleman ; the 


teſtimony ſhe gives you, is the higheſt panegyric on q 


you both. But what uſe do you make of it? Where 


is your good nature, when you abandon a woman that 


adores you ; and whoſe excellent ſenſe, virtue, mild- 


neſs, heighten'd by a thouſand natural graces, ought I 
to have bound you eternally to her? Where is your 


wiſdom and Judgment, when you prefer a woman to 


her, who has no other merit but what your p-ſlton be- 4 
ſows upon her? This I judge from my own eyes. 
ſaw her yeſterday in Chaillot. Heavens! how wide is 


the difference between her, and the perſon for whom 


ou abandon her? In fine, what honour have you, 3 
when, notwithſtanding your good ſenſe, you yet make 


yourſelf a ſlave to a ſhameful paſſion, and expoſe your 
ſelf to the raillery of all who know you? 

[ was for interrupting this injurious harangue, which 
appear'd to me equally irrational and impolite. But he 
went on with the ſame warmth. But a moment 


or two more, ir, ſays he, I have but a word or two 


to ſoy; and as *tis not probable, that I ſhall have an 
opportunity of ſeeing you often, I ſhall enjoy this ſa- 
tisſaction, viz. that I have done my duty; and left 
ſuch hints with you, as are worthy of being conſider'd. 
Hitherto, I have only taken notice of ſuch particulars 
in your conduct, as are repugnant to reaſon and mo- 
ra] honeſty ; but d'ye think it does not interfere equal- 


ly with conſcience and religion? By what right, and 


upon what pretence, do you think to diſſolve the holy 
tyes of marriage? I don't know what religion you 


profeſs ; but are the laws of any ſo deteſtable, to au- 


thorize the violation of an oath, when your wife has 
kept ſtrictly to hers? I am ſenſible that ſhe was ſo 


weak as to ſign an inſtrument of divorce, which I _ 
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her ſhe ought not to have done. The only anſwer ſhe 
made, was, that ſhe did it in conſequence of the re- 
ſolution ſhe had made, to prove to you, ſo long as 
ſhe lives, (by her obedience and ſubmiſſion) that ſhe 
doesn't deſerve the treatment ſhe has met with from 
you. *Tis plain, that this. exceſs of good nature does 
not juſtify her. But you are infinitely more unjuſt, 
for thus preſuming to plunge yourſelf into guilt, wich- 
out the leaſt ſhadow of reaſon, except it be'that of: a 
wild, abominable paſſion. This, fir, added he, is what 
I thought myſelf oblig'd to tell you for Mrs Clese- 
land's ſake; and as we are alone, I imagin'd it wou'dn't 
be impertinence in me. I have, indeed, deliver'd my 
ſelf with the utmoſt freedom, and wiſh. it may pro- 
duce a happy effect. All that remains, is, for you to 
acquaint me with your will and pleaſure, with regard 
to the principal affair which engag'd me to trouble you 
with a viſit, | 7x47 {HI 

Notwithſtanding I was highly ſhock'd at what he 
ſaid; and that, conſidering how affairs ſtood between 
my wife and me, it was natural for me to look upon all 


. he had ſpoke, as very injurious and abſurd: I never- 


theleſs ſhould have argued: upon, ſeveral particulars he 


bad mention'd to me, had they been utter'd to me by 


any perſon but an eccleſiaſtic: but the remembrance 
| of what had ſo lately paſs'd between myſelf and the je- 
ſuit, raiſed the ſtrongeſt ſuſpicions in my mind. Not- 


3 | withſtanding my perplexity, I yet was ſo much maſter 
of my temper, as to content myſelf with anſwering 


the chaplain, that I would pardon him for employing 
ſo many invectives; that in caſe he was ſo much in 
| My wife's confidence, as he declar'd himſelf to be; 
he ought to accuſe her for having given him but a very 
imperfect account of matters, which conſequently: 
= ſhew'd but little eſteem and confidence; that in caſe 
he would open herſelf more, ſhe cou'd inform him of 
& ſuch circumſtinces, as wou'd very much leſſen what 


NF be call'd his zeal; and plainly ſhew him that my con- 
duct was more honourable, rational and religious, than 


he ſupposd it to be. As to the requeſt with regard 
10 my children, I promis'd to fend them ſometimes to 
8 K Chai. 
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Chaillot; not being ſo unreaſonable, as to deny them 
the ſatisfection of ſeeing their mother ſometimes, He 
defir'd the favour to ſee and embrace them, in the 
name of the perſon who had ſent him; which I im- 
mediately granted. | | | 

It was impoſſible for me to baniſh the refletions | 
which occurr'd after he was gone. I recollected, in- 
voluntarily as it were, the moſt inſignificant expreſſion 
in his diſcourſe, and my anſwers. The only point I 
Imagin'd I had clearly diſcover'd, among the ſeveral 
obſcure reproaches he had made me, was, the charac- 
ter of the lady I intended to marry. I did not doubt 
but this woman, whoſe merit he declar'd to be ſo vaſt- 
iy inferior to that of my wife, and whom he ſaid he 
had ſeen at Chaillot, was Mrs Lallin, who, in all pro- 
bability, my wife imagin'd I was going to marry. I 
rou'dn't but ſmile at the miftake. But as what the 
ehaplain added afterwards was a myſtery to me, all I 
concluded, was, that this was wholly an artifice of my 
wife's; who, in order to preferve her reputation in 
the convent, endeavour'd to diſguiſe her ill conduct, 
and to throw the whole blame of our ſeparation upon 
me. Tho' *twas but natural that ſhe ſhould act in this 


manner, after having been ſo vile as I ſuppos'd her, I # 


et was highly offended with her upon that account. 
owever, this reflection leſſen'd the uneaſineſs I be- 
fore felt vpon my wife's account. What lengths, 
would I ſay to myſelf, won't that woman go, wWbo 
Has violated her conjugal fidelity! One crime draws 


many after it. My wife was upright, ſincere, and E 


- Incapable of diſſembling; and now ſhe is the very 


reverſe. She has diſhonour'd' herſelf in a moſt ſcan- 


dalous manner, and yet ſhe would be look'd upon as 
innocent. Perfidious woman! who could have be- 
Jiev'd that ſo vile a heart lodg'd in thy breaſt! By 
what indications ſhall we henceforward know, that a 
woman is modeſt, fincere, tender and vietuous ? Af- 
ter having made theſe reflections, I return'd to the 
park, in order to ſooth my mind as uſual), in the com- 
pany of dear Cecilia. The impreſſion 1 ill. retain'd 
af what now happen'd, made me vent a deep is as } 
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I enter'd the room where ſhe was. That amiable 


creature undoubtedly ſaw into the tumults of my lou}, - 


and in all probability gueſs'd the cauſe of them; but 
then ſhe was convinced that I lov'd her dearly, and 
ſhe herſelf was paſſionately fond of me. She receiv'd 
me as an endearing, but ſick lover, who ftood ia need 
of her tenderneſs and indulgence. She would ſome- 
times look upon me with a troubled and languiſhing 
air; on which occaſion I could read in her eyes, all 
the tender impulſes of her ſoul ; and ſtrengthened, in 
ſome meaſure, by the teſtimony ſhe gave of her com- 
paſſion, IT thank'd her kindly for it, as being ſo well 


E adapted to check the violence of my diſeaſe. 


While theſe things were doing, Mr R — Was 
labouring inceſfantly to procure a divorce for me. 
This he had propos'd to the conſiſtory at Charenton ; 
and notwithſtanding the proteſtants were treated with 
ſo much ſeverity in France, as to be daily diſpoſleſs'd 
of one or more of their privileges; he yet had found 
ſo much credit with the elders, as to prevail over 


their fears, and make them conſent to receive my pe- 
tition. The day was even appointed, for receiving 


the depoſitions of the witneſſes. My ſiſter-in-law, 
her daughter, Mrs Lallin, and my head ſervants, were 
to be examin'd by the commiſſioners 3 and after ſuch 


unanimous and poſitive depoſitions, it was ſuppos'd 


that a divorce wou'd be immediately granted. Twas 
undoubtedly heaven which put a ſtop to this blind 
project, at a time when one would have imagin'd, no« 
thing could have prevented its being put in execution. 
I myſelf wiſh'd to have it ſoon ended; not but that 
I was always tortur'd with uneaſineſſes and fears, 
which a perſon of a fearful mind wou'd, perhaps, have 
look'd upon as ſo many bad omens ; but I was per- 
ſuaded, agreeable to my ſiſter's notion, that nothing 
conld diſpel the gloom-with which my mind was 
clouded, but my marriage with Cecilia. Beſides, her 
charms continued to have the ſame power on my ſoul ; 


br that in eaſe, as I had obſerv'd to my fiſter, it were 


poſſible this lovely creature had not inſpir'd me with 
| | K 2 loves 
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Jove; I yet was ſenſible to all the tranſports of a ge- 
nuine paſſion. Ga 2 Gini 60. s 1 6 YG 

But now the day appointed by the conſiſtory for 
hearing the depoſitions of the ſeveral witneſſes was 
come. The morning of this fatal day, word was 
brought me, that a canon of St Cloud, whoſe name 
Was Audiger, with whom I was a little acquainted, 
Cefir'd very earneſtly to ſpeak with me; and that he 
Had an unknown: perſon along with him, who appear'd 
to be no leſs urgent to ſee me. I was alone in my 


room, fitting on a couch, where I was revolving with - 


ſorrow the ſeveral particulars which were to be:tran(- 
acted that afternoon ; and this reflection having in- 
ereas'd my habitual melancholy, ever fince the morn- 
ing, I order'd my ſervants to deny me to every body. 
Nevertheleſs, having ſome reſpe& for Mr Audiger, 
He being a man of excellent ſenſe, and a perſon of 
great merit, I bid the ſervant introduce him to me in 
the room where I then was. Accordingly he was 
brought in with the unknown perſon. Excuſe, ſir, 
Jays he to me, my being ſo troubleſome ; 1 ſhould 
not have inſiſted upon ſeeing you, after I found, by 
Tome words that your ſervant dropt, that you were de- 
termin'd not to have any perſon admitted to you; 
but I had promiſed, at the requeſt of an intimate 
Friend of mine, to introduce this gentleman to you, 
"who has affairs of very great conſequence to commu- 
nicate to you. I then defir'd them to fit down, when 


I call'd to mind, that I had ſeen this ſtranger ſome- 


where; but a handkerchief which he held before his 
mouth, as tho* he had got the tooth-ach, and a large 


, perriwig which hid a great part of his face, prevented 


me from immediately recollecting who he was. Be- 
-fides, I ſhould have been equally: aſtonifh'd, had he not 
diſguis'd himſelf in this manner; and could ſcarce 
Have believ'd, that a wretch whom I ſuppos'd to be 
dead, and who, for a thouſand: reaſons, ought to have 


ſhunn'd my preſence in caſe he were living, cou'd {| 


appear before me with ſo much ſeeming tranquiliity 
of mind, at a time when ſo little expected him. 
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As ſoon as he was ſeated, he diſcover'd his face to 
me, when I preſently knew him. Nevertheleſs, the 


improbability of his being the perſon I took him for; 


and the vaſt ſurprize which the fight of him threw me 
into, made me ſtill doubtful for a moment. A thou- 
fand tumultuous emotions were riſing in my ſoul, 
when he himſelf declared who he was. Your eyes, 
ſays he to me in Eng/i/þ (in order that the canon 
might not underſtand him) were not miſtaken; I am 
Gelin. I diſguis'd myſelf in this manner, in order to 
get myſelf introduc'd to you, unditcover'd. by your 
family. I beg therefore that we may talk matters 


over calmly 3. and in caſe you are a man of honour, 


you won't ſuffer me to be inſulted under your roof. 
You hate me, ſays he, with a reſolute tone of voice; 
a circumſtance I don't wonder at; for I have done all 
that lay in my power to incur. your hatred ; and, in- 
deed, I am not come hither with a deſign of ſuing for 
your friendſhip; I now appear before you, only to 
complete the meaſure of my iniquity. I ſeduced your 


| wife; murther'd your brother, my good friend; and 


am now reſoly'd either to take away your life, or 
loſe my own ; and therefore enjoin you to meet me 
{word in hand, and to appoint the time and place. 

Theſe furious words check'd the marks of aſtoniſh- 


ment, which I undoubtedly diſcover'd when he firſt 


appear'd before me; but now I was ſo ſtrongly en- 
flam'd with rage, that I was going to ruſh from my 
ſeat, and puniſh him for his abominable crimes. Ne- 


= vertheleſs, after a moment's refteion, I conſider'd 


that as I was unarm d, I very eaſily might come off 
by the worſt. Nor was there need of deliberating on 


his challenge, for neither honour, or reaſon would 
13 permit of my accepting it; and I conſider'd that I 


ought to deliver him into the hands of the magiſtrate, 


= whole buſineſs it was to puniſh him for his horrid 


villainy. All the difficulty was, how to. get this in- 
famous wretch ſeiz'd; for I did not doubt but he had 


Piſtols; about him for his own ſecurity, beſides a long 


word, which he ſeem'd to wear merely for ſhow ſake. 
I continu'd ſilent for ſome moments, revolving how I 
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might beſt ſeize upon him; and confidering what 
could be the reaſon why he ſhould deſire to take away 
my life, His impatient fury difcover'd itſelf in all his 
motions; when he urged me to give him an anſwer; 
adviſing me, with malicious raillery, to accept of his 
challenge, both for my own ſecurity and honour. At 
laſt T was determin'd; and how greatly ſoever I might 
always abhor artifice, I yet reſolv'd to make uſe of it 
upon this occaſion. I told him, in order that he might 
explain himſelf farther, that I cou'd not think of any 
reaſon he cou'd have to hate me, and that any other 
man but he, would have look'd upon me with another | 
eye, after the high injury he had done me, and the | 
many favours I had indulg'd him; however, that! 
accepted of the opportunity he gave me of punifhing 
all his crimes, and that I would not ſuffer him to } 
eſcape ; but that in order to keep my ſervants fron 
ſuſpecting any thing, it would be neceſſary for us, 2 
he had deſir'd at his coming in, not to make the leaſt 
noiſe, but to aſſume an unruffled countenance. I ask d 
him whether Mr Audiger knew any thing of the buſi- 


neſs he was come about? he aflur'd me he did not; 


upon which I invited them both to breakfaſt with me, 
and they accepted of my invitation, ww 


I thereupon call'd one of my ſervants, whom I im. I : 


mediately order'd to prepare breakfaſt, I had advanc'd * 


. fo far towards the door, that I had an opportunity of 


whiſpering to my ſervant that I wanted help; and ? 
that my life was in danger, in caſe I was not favour'd |} 
with immediate ſuccour; and therefore I bid him ot. 
der all the ſervants to come up well arm'd. Such an 
order as this, which poſſibly might be given with an 


air of confuſion, could not but alarm the whole fami- Þ 


ly in an inſtant. My ſervants were diſpers'd up and 
down; and the hurry of getting them together wa 
fo great, that thoſe in the park had notice of it. The 
ladies heard the danger I was in; and their affection W 
increaſing the fear with which they were ſeiz'd, they 
imagin'd that I had been aſſaſſinated. Cecilia trembled 
molt for my life, and thereby forgot, that it was of * 
the higheſt conſequenee, not to let it be known - ö 
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ſhe was in my houſe. She ran, with che women after 
her, and got to the ſtair-faot before the ſervants were 


come with their weapons. Gelin had, perhaps, miſ- 
truſted ſomething, upon ſeeing me whiſper the foot- 


man; but hearing a noiſe, and hearing miſs Cecilia 


call aloud for me, he did not doubt but 1 intended to 


| ſeize him. Immediately he was fir'd with rage, when 
| he drew his ſword as quick as lightning, and made a 
| thruſt at me, However, I had the good fortune to 


arry it; but as I roſe from my chair in order to lay 
hold of him, he threw me on the couch which ſtood 
juſt by, and run his ſword twice thro' my body; 1a 


that I now lay on my back, the blood ſtreaming from 


my body. The canon, who, perhaps, had endeavour'd 
to ſeize upon the aſſaſſin, but miſs'd him twice, catch'd 


| hold of his arm juſt as he was going to make the third 


thruſt. The ſword fell to the ground, and roll'd to 
ſome diſtance from the bed; which Celia ſeeing, he 
did not offer to take it up, but pulling a brace of 
piſtols out of his pocket, he preſented them, and en- 
deavour'd to run down ſtairs. | 

The reader may ſuppoſe, that all I have Juſt now re- 


I lated was done in an inſtant. Cecilia was got very 


near to the door, when Ge/iz puſh'd her with ſo much 
violence, thet he had like to have thrown her down; 
but recovering herſelf, ſhe came into my room, the 


tears guſhing from her eyes. Here the firſt thing ſhe . 


ſaw, was Gelin's ſword all bloody. She laid hold of it, 
when not doubting, but that the canon who ſtood by 
the bed- ſide, and was aſſiſting me, had contributed to 
my death, or was killing me; ſhe advanced towards 
him with the point, in order to run him thro? the 


body. I don't know how he came to be ſo happy as 
to eſcape her, but he turn'd about ſo ſuddenly, that 


at the firſt puſh, the ſword only run thro? his gown 3 
but ſhe ſtill continued to thruſt at him, and he was 


ſo fortunate as to ward them all. As I {till had all my 


ſenſes about me, I begg'd her in a faint voice to ſpare 

him, but this ſeem'd only to exaſperate her the more. 

However, by good luck for the canon, ſome of the 

ſervants came to his ſuccour. Dring was at jeu 
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head, who had ſeiz'd Gelin, notwithſtanding the great 


reſiſtance he made. That villain, ſeeing nine or ten 


men arm'd at the bottom of the ſtairs, had threaten'd 
to ſhoot the firſt man through the head, who ſhould 
preſume to ſtop him. But Dring, who was a very 
bold man, made him no manner of anſwer, but run- 
ning to him, and preſentidg,a piſtol, bid him lay 
down his; which diſconcerted Gin to ſuch a degree, 
that he ſuffer'd himſelf to be ſeiz'd. After this he 
was very eaſily diſarm'd, and four of my ſervants held 
him faſt. | | | 


Dring was ſurpriz'd at his coming into the room, 


to ſee miſs Cecilia running at Mr. Audiger 3 and ſee- | 


ing me wounded and ſtretch'd on the bed, he alſo ima- 


gin'd that the good canon was one of the aſſaſſins; 
and ſo far from endeavouring to aſſiſt him, methoughts | 
-F could fee by his uncertainty, that he would have 


been glad to have ſeen him puniſh'd by the hands of a 


woman; and, indeed, had he really been guilty, no 1 
kind of puniſhment would have ſuited better for an 


eccleſiaſtic. I thereupon bid them take the ſword out 
of Ceci/ia's hand, which ſhe deliver'd at once, and 


coming up to me, gave me the fondeſt marks of her 


affection. My ſiſter, Mrs Lallin, and my niece came 
in at the ſame time, and began to view my wounds, 
Immediately a ſurgeon was ſent for from S# Cloud, 
who being come, and probing my wounds, found 
they were both dangerous, but could not ſay whether 
they were mortal. What, however, gave him the beſt 
hopes, was, to find me ſo calm and eaſy, notwithſtand- 
ing I had loſt fo much blood. 26 

The ſending for the ſurgeon from Sf Cloud prov'd 
of fatal conſequence to the aſſaſſin. I had given or- 
ders for his being ſecur'd very carefully, intending to 
have him brought into my room, as ſoon as my wounds 
ſhould be dreſs'd; and to ask him the reaſons, why he 
had perpetrated ſo horrid a crime, But the footman 


who was ſent to Sf Cloud, not having been order'd to 


keep the affair a ſecret, had told it to every body. 


Soon after this it got to the ears of the chief magi- 
| Erate of the place, who immediately ſent their officers, 


and 
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and theſe took him from my houſe, and carried him to 


priſon. My wounds were dreſſing at that time, and 


Yao 


as the people about us were not willing to give me 
the leaſt uneaſineſs in the condition I was in, they 


therefore didn't take a word of notice to me about it. 


However, I did not approve of what they had done, 
| when | was told that the wretch had been carried to 
priſon ; for beſides, that I ſhould have had the gene- 
rclity to forgive him, 1 found myſelf fruſtrated by this 
means, of knowing what had prompted him to commit 
this wicked deed. Mr Audiger, who was now recon- 


cild with miſs Cecilia, and of whom I ask'd ſeveral 


particulars with regard to this ſad incident; proteſted. 
to me that he had never ſeen Gelin before that day; 
and that he had brought him merely at the requeſt of . 


the chaplain of Chai//ot ; who had defir'd that favour 
of him by letter. This recommendation certainly 


. 


1 ſhew'd, that my wife ſtill kept up a correſpondence 


with Ge/in; but altho*” I coutd not aſcribe her pro- 


ſeſſing, notwithſtanding this, to lead a holy life, to any 


1 thing but the moſt dereſtable hypocriſy ; I yet cou'd 


not carry my ſuſpicions ſo far, as to think ſhe had any 
hand in, or the leaſt knowledge of, the barbarous 


C action I have juſt now related. She, in that caſe, did 
I ay, cou'd not be a woman, but a deteſtable monſter 


and fury, I thereupon endeavour'd to baniſh this 


thought, as tho? it would have been criminal in one to 


entertain it, It had even made me ſhudder, in a man- 
ner, the firſt time it occurr'd to my imagination. Ne- 
vertheleſs it wou'd ftill preſent itſelf, tho? I did my ut- 
moſt to keep it out. My filter took notice that I was 
very uneaſy at ſomething, which made her ask me 


= you put on Gelin's correſpondence with the chaplain 
Hof Chaillot? Is it poſſible that my wife cou'd be ſo 
baſe? I did not dare to go on; but my ſiſter 


* 


What conſtruction, ſays I, can 


I £ knew what I hinted at; ſhe threw her eyes on the 


round, and did not dare to make a word of anſwer; 


pon which I defir'd her to ſpeak her thoughts. This 


e at laſt did, but with the utmoſt reluctance, when 


4 We conſeſsd to me, that Mrs Lallin, Cecilia, and her- 


ſelf, had the ſame Cs.” as I, ſince they had 


Vol. III. | heard 
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heard the partieulars Mr Audiger related. This cruel 
confirmation of a doubt, which I at firſt look'd upon 
as a crime, made à mortal impreſſion on my heart. I 
felt the tears, as tho' they had been of fire, run down 
my cheeks. Heaven! ſays I, thou now compleateſt 
the meaſure, of, my woe. Barbarous Fanzy J alas! 
what have I done ? All that is wanting to compleat thy 
pleaſure and thy iniquity, is, to ſtab my heart! Cecz- 
lia was preſent, who, ſo far from being offended at 
my complaints, I plainly ſaw by her eyes, that they 


affected her prodigiouſſy. Alas! Cecilia, ſays I, look- 


ing mournfully at her; your kindneſs only can give me 
conſolation. I ſhould hate life, which the treacherous 
Gelin, and my more cruel wife, endeavour'd to de- 
prive me of, had I not the ſweeet aſſurance of leading 
a moſt delicious one with you. | 
Her father, who had got that day nominated for the 
commiſſioners to meet, and to take the depoſitions of 
the. witneſſes, arriv'd early in the morning at Charen- 
ton; but was very much ſurpriz'd not to ſee my fami- 
ly there, at the hour appointed; and therefore he came 
to my houſe at night, when he heard the fatal acci- 
dents. which had happen'd. In his paſſion, he reſolv'd. 
ta have Ge/iz proſecuted with the greateſt rigour; and 
to trace the horrid action he had committed as far as 
poſſible, in order to diſcover all his accomplices. I 
endeavaur'd to ſoften his rage, by telling him that I 
dreaded. too much to know, what I deſir'd to be for 
ever ignorant of. Beſides, ſays I, conſider that it al- 
feats my honour. Wou'd you adviſe me to blaze my 
own, ſhame, and by that means, perhaps, make my 
infamous wife die by the, hands of the common execu- 
tioner ?; She does: not, indeed, deſerye a better fate ; 
but then, I ought to ſacrifice my own. reſentments to 


her father's memory, to my own honour, and even 


yours, fince you have conſented that I ſhould marry 


your daughter. I therefore, ſays I, approve ſo little 


= 


of your advice, that I, on the contrary, entreat you. 


ta employ your credit, and that of your friends, to ſtop 


Go/ir's proſeceation, and to ſave him, tho' he is ſo un - 
worthy to live. Twas upon this account I ſo earneſt - 


ly: defr'dto ſpeak with you. The ducheſs of Orlia ni 
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is daily expected, only -prevail-with the judges ta de- 
lay „ till ſne is come, and E don't doubt 
but her highneſs will indulge me in whatever favour: 
I ſhall ask. Mr R approv'd of theſe reaſons 
and going to Sf Cloud, he got the proſecution poſt- 
pon'd 'till the ducheſs's return; but cou'd not ſo eaſily 
be admitted to ſee Gelin in priſon. I had defir'd him 
to requeſt this favour af the judges, and to do all that 
lay in his power to make Geſin confeſs; but he was not 
permitted to ſee him. However, I was very well ſatiſ⸗ 
fied with the favour he had obtain'd ; and to hear from 
him that the ducheſs would come before twas long; the 
greateſt part of her baggage being arriv'd at the palace. 
And indeed, ſhe came two days after, with the whole 
court. This we knew by the ringing of the helle and 
other teſtimonies of publick joy; for this excellent 
princeſs was ſo univerſally belov'd, that every one was 
extremely ſorry, when ſhe was abſent; pleaſures were 
never taſted but when ſhe was preſent; but, alas! ſhe 
was to taſte but few more in this world, for her life 
was now drawing to a period. How frail is human 
grandeur! In the bloom of youth, but one remove 
from the throne, in the midſt of delights, and a profu · 
fion of all things that can make life delicious; ſhe 


was a few days after this, to ſee all theſe things torn 


from her; and ſerve as an example to thoſe who lay 
too much ſtreſs on the adyantages of high birth and 
riches, Her return was not only fatal to herſelf, for 
Cecilia was included in the ſame ſad decree, which 
inatch'd her out of the world; and if this illuſtrious 
princels ſerv'd as a memento to thoſe who are too fond 
of the fading glories of this world; Cecilia was 2 


dreadful one to all ſuch as ſet too high a value on the _ 


lovely giits-of nature, and the charms of beauty. I on- 
ly, who for ſo many years had been the ſport of fortune, 
afier having paſt thro'a ſeries of calamities, was deſtin'd, 
2t.a time when LI leaſt expected it, to be happy beyond 
imagination. But then I was doom'd to a long courſe 
of ſuffering; before I cou'd attain to this-felicity ; and, 
purſuant to the uſual courſe of my fate, my bliſs was 
to colt me dear, after poſſeſſing it but a few moments. 
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HE tragical death of the ducheſs of Or- 
bean, threw the whole kingdom into the 
8 deepeſt aflition. This is not ſaying enough, | 
all Europe mourned on that occaſion ; and | | 
1 may juſtly affirm, that no one was more 
griev'd upon that account, than myſelf. This prin- 
ceſs had been long at variance with her conſort, occa- 
fioned by the Chevalier de Lorain, whoſe hiſtory is ſo 
well known, that I need not take notice of it in this 
place. Fame added, that this domeſtic miſunderſtand- 
ing wis greatly increas'd by the frequent viſits the 
French king paid his fifter-in-law. The duke of Or- 


leans, 
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leans, tho' of a feeble conſtitution, was yet animated 
with very ſtrong paſſions, ſo that he grew jealous of 
her; and the voyage which her grace his conſort had 
made juſt before to Eng/and, in order to have an in- 
terview in that country with king Charles and the 
duke of Vork her brothers, very much heightned the 
fatal ſuſpicions of her husband. Her bloom of youth, 
and her exquiſite beauty, were circumſtances no ways 
adapted to weaken the impreſſion they made. Never- 
theleſs, the only deſign of this voyage, notwichſtand- 
ing the myſterious conſtruckions which were put upon 
it, was to ſtrengthen the intereſt of France, by its 
uniting with Ezgland; and accordingly a treaty was 
concluded between the two crowns, which declared 
war againſt the united provinces. But what is not 
jealouſy capable of! This diſeaſe, all the ſymptoms of 
which are ſo furious, rouzes every faculty of the ſoul; 
and prepares it for the blackeſt deſigns, and the moſt 
enormous crimes.. It ecliples the judgment, or at 


leaſt darkens it very much. It diſguiſes every object: 


repreſents innocence and virtue under the image of 
guilt and deceit ; and the moſt virtuous conduct paſſes 
for infidelity. Is not this affertion prov'd by the ſur- 
prizing change this filly paſſion wrought in the heart 
of the unhappy Fanny? Twas on ſuch foundations at 
theſe the publick did not doubt but that the too ami- 
able ducheſs of Orleans had been poiſon'd. This is 
ſaid to have occaſion'd her death; but ſurely nothing 
Ean be more unjuſt, than to affirm things, the truth 
of which we know but imperfectly. 

All I can ſay on this occafion is, that her grace's 
ſudden death depriv'd me of the only protection J could 
boaſt of in that court. The jeſuit, whoſe viſits I had 
admitted, merely out of reſpe& to that princeſs, had 
now no further obſtacle left, to prevent his executing 
the vengeance he meditated. Twas indeed a very 
cruel one, but then it produced a felicity 1 ſhould ne- 
rey Io enjoy'd, had it not been for an unforeſeen 
accident, | 5 


The wounds which the perfidious Gelin bad given 


me, were not mortal; and as I was in the hands of a 


L 3 very 


226 | The Lien 3 


very able ſurgeon, 1 did not doubt of a ſpeedy cure. 
Hr Ze R-— had not laid aſide his deſign of getting 
me divorc'd from Fanny, in order that J might be uni- 
ted with his lovely daughter; but had diſpoſed every 
thing with ſo much diligence and ſucceſs, that my fre- 
covery was the only circumſtance wanting to compleat 
this important affair, ſo ſtrongly deſired by all parties. 
However, the jeſuit had like to have quite put a flop 


to it. As the ſociety, of which he was a member, 


were all- powerful at that time, it was not difficult for 


him to get an order from court, to force away Cecilia, 


and throw her into a convent. The principles both of 


bis morality and religion bore a great affinity to the 
 -blackeſt crimes. Accordingly, he was impower'd to 


carry her off, and commanded to undertake the entire 


. converſion of his pretended proſelyte. The jeſuit had 


Had time ſufficient to form his ſeveral projects. We 
now began not to be ſo reſerv'd, with regard to the 
retirement of Mademoiſelle R—— ; nor was it any 
Jonger'a ſecret in my family; ſo that he might very 
.ealily rob me of the object my ſoul ſo dearly priz'd, 
in order to ſacrifice it to. his brutal deſires. He ſtill 
frequented my houſe; and the unhappy accident which 
bad befallen me, ſerv'd as a ſpecious pretence to his 
amportunities. Now, fince 1 conſider'd him as the 
man, to whoſe good offices I was obliged for the paſſi- 
on Cecilia had for me; could I ever ſuſpect he would 


| have been guilty of the abominable action I am going 


to relate? _ bt | | 15 
One day, after having diſcours'd an hour with me, 
he left me abruptly; ſtruck into the embower'd part 
of my garden, and there, very unfortunately for me, 
met with the charming Cecilia. His deſign was to 
carry her off privately, for which he had but tov fa- 
vourable an opportunity. Accordingly he ran up to 
her before ſhe had time to eſcape, and began to ſooth 
her with ſoft, inſinuating words. He addreſſed him- 
ſelf in ſuch a manner, as gave her to underſtand, that 
I was privy to this opportunity he had taken to meet 
and converſe with her. He then congratulated her on 


the intended marriage, and wiſhed her all the 1 | 
| 8 eli- 
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felicity that ſtate can poſſibly give. He was ſo pro- 
found a hypocrite, as to offer her all the ſervice in his 
power; and, continuing to entertain her with ſoft, 
inſinuating words, he led her to an outlet of the park, 
where ſome perſons, compleatly arm'd, with a coach 
attending them, waited for him. This innocent victim 
having ſuffer'd herſelf to be conducted io the place of 
ſocrifice, and ſeeing four perſons come forward very 
f.it, whoſe deſign was but too obvious; Heavens! 
cried ſhe, I am betray'd. She then endeavour'd to fly 
back to my houſe, but the villain catch'd hold of her:; 
gave her up to his ruffians; and theſe thruſting her 
into the coach, they all went off immediately. 
A ſervant happen'd to be ſpectator of this fad ſcene, 
who thereupon returned back, with the utmoſt ſpeed, 
to alarm the family. The moment Mr R heard 
the news, he fell into a dreadful paſſion, and did not 
conſider the danger to which he was going to expoſe 
himſelf. Immediately he began to rail at the clergy 
in general; and was-fo greatly exaſperated, that he did 
not ſpite the pope himſelf. He reſolv'd to purſue the 
' raviſher of his daughter that inſtant; however, I re- 
preſented to him, but to no purpoſe, that in ah af- 
fair of ſo much conſequenee, he ought to take ſuch 
reſolutions only as were the reſult of wiſdom and pru- 
dence ; that certainly the jeſuit had not attempted fo 
bold an action, without an order from the higher pow- 
ers: That the beſt thing he could do, would be to ad- 
dreſs the king; to employ all his credit with his friends, 
in order to get his daughter reſtor'd to him. I obſerv'd 
further, that I was as great a loſer on this occaſion as 
himſelf, but that it would be impoſſible for me (in the 
deep afffiction with which I was ſeiz'd) to aſſiſt him. 
However, that heaven would not abandon our juſt 
cauſe, but would revenge it on the jeſuit, whoſe 
treachery, or falſe zeal, had prompted him to commit 
io deteſtable an action. I added, the king is ſo graci- 
ous, that he will not fail to do us juſtice, of which T . 
have had the ſtrongeſt teſtimonies in my adventures of 
Saumur and Angers, We are ſo near the court, that 
E I would 
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I would adviſe yon to go this moment and throw your 
ſelf at his majeſty's feet. 

In giving him this advice, in the view of ſcothing 
his ſorrows, I put the utmoſt conſtraint upon myſelt; 
for alas! I loſt what, at that time, form'd my greateſt 
ſelicity. I loſt the lovely Cecilia, whoſe exquiſite 
' Charms had often calm'd the remembrance of my for- 
mer misfortunes. Cecilia! my adorable Cecilia I 
loſe thee ; thou who wert to compleat my happineſs. — 
What tortures did I not fee]! and yet, I did all that 
lay in my power, to appear eaſy and undiſturb'd. 
Heaven! thou only knoweſt the cruel pangs this col 
me. | 


_ quillity I affeQed, was a proof of my indifference, re- 
proached me in the ſevereſt terms upon that account, 
and thereupon, mounting his horſe in a very abrupt 
manner, attended by one ſervant only, and but indiffe- 
rently arm'd, he rode after the jeſuit. He came up 
with him the next day, when drawing out a piſtol, he 


flew towards the ruffians who guarded the coach, and 


laid one of them dead upon the ſpot. The ruffians up- 
on this charg'd him in their turn, and immediately 
ſhot him. His ſervant, who alfo had received ſeveral 
wounds, ſeeing this, return'd back, but with the ut- 
molt difficulty, to acquaint us with the ſad news. I 
very poſſibly might have met the ſame fate, had my 
wounds, which grief had enflam'd, ſuffer'd me to fol- 
low Mr R———, in order to reſcue my dear, too 
lovely Cecilia. 


Severe law! cruel neceſlity ! I now had no hopes of 


conſolation left. The abſence of my Cecilia, and the 
death of her father, threw me into inexpreſſible ago- 
nies. She was as dear to me as my ſoul, and I was 
no leſs dear to her. Theſe ſad, theſe dreadful ſcenes, 
call'd up a numberleſs multitude of gloomy images in 
my ſoul. Geliz's proſecution increas'd my woes. I 
was firmly perſuaded, that his depoſitions, before the 
magiſtrates of Sr Cloud, would make me appear infa- 


«. 


mous to the whole kingdom. Heavens ! how dread- 


tal was the ſituation I was then in, 


Nevertheleſs, Mr R imagining, that the tran- 
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Audiger, the canon, who had introduced the infa- 
mous Ge/in into my family, was of ſervice to me, in 
the deſign I had to diſcover the ſtate of this affair. He 
only was preſent when that villain aſſaſſinated me, and 
was oblig'd to give an account of it to the magiſtrates. 
The eſteem he had gain'd, and his intimacy with the 
principal of theſe, made me reſolve to employ him, in 
order to diſcover what Ge/in had depos'd with regard 
to the carrying off of Fanny. This the canon could 
eaſily do; and he told me, (but how great was my 
aſtoniſhment at what I heard !) that the wretch having 
conſeſſed his crimes without the leaſt diſguiſe, had de- 
clared, that neither his prayers nor menaces, were able 
to engage the dear, unhappy Funny to ſatite his im- 
pure deſires. Words can never expreſs the tumults 
which this news rais'd in my ſoul. In an inftant, I 
forgot the once-ador'd Cecilia; I forgot her father, and 
thought of nothing but my dear, dear unhappy wife. 
She alone employ'd every faculty of my ſoul, What 
the reader has read on this ſubject in the preceding 
volumes, ſhaws clearly, that my tenderneſs was only 
ſuſpended; and that I in vain endeavoured to ſuppreſs 
the paſſion for her, which was ſtill conceal'd in my 
breaſt. J ſought for reaſons to ſtrengthen the depoſi- 
tion of Gelin, and ſecure to myſelf the virtue of my 
Fanny. She, would I ſay to myſelf, lov'd me too well, 
and is ſprung from too virtuous parents, ever to deceive 
me. Her ſentiments were all ſo pure, ſo chaſte, that 
J have not the leaſt grounds to ſuſpect her of infide- 
lity. Her withdrawing to Chail/et is a ſtrong teſtimo- 
ny of her innocence. No! cried I, the ſame in- 
ſtint ; ſhe's guilty. © The infamous creature has be- 
tray'd me. She forſakes me, merely to give herſelf up 
to the embraces of the moſt wicked.of men! ſhe for- 
ſakes the fruits of our love, her two ſons, whom ſhe 
ought to idolize! ſhe croſſes the ſea with her adulte- 
rer! She !—my voice now fail'd me, and had I not been 
favour'd with immediate zſſiſtance, death would have 
put an end to all my misfortunes. 

Neither Mrs Lallin nor my ſiſter- in law ſuſpected 


the true cauſe of this accident. I had convered alone 
i wich 
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with the canon. The conſolation they gave me could 
not fail of being pernicious, as they awak'd the remem- 
brance of Cecilia. Alas! ſaid I toithem, with a faint 
tone of voice, the remedies you give only inflame my 
diſeaſe. Speak to me of my all-lovely Fanny; aſſure 
me that ſhe is innocent: prove to me that I may again 


unite with this ſweet creature, without injuring my 


honour. Fanny; my adorable Fanny! pardon my in- 
Jurious ſuſpicions. | 0 

Never were people ſeiz'd with ſo much conſternation 
as Mrs Lallin and my ſiſter-in-law. "They: could not 
comprehend what all this meant; and I was fo con- 
fus'd, that it was impoſſible for me to give the leaſt ex- 
plication on this head. They therefore imagined, that 
all they heard was a chimera; the effect of a fever, of 
a delirium, or of melancholy. tt. 


— 


I never ſpent a more dreadful night among the ſa- 


vages of America, than that which followed this gloo- 


my day; and inexpreſſible were the ſtruggles with 
which my heart was tortured - It now (endeavoured 
to juſtify Fanny, and would ſtill love her; and the next 
moment ſtrove, but all in vain, to quite forget her. 
One moment I was perſuaded of my wife's innocence, 
and the next, abhorred her; ignorant as I was of the 
"motives of her behaviour. Had I, would I ſay to my 
elf, given that barbarous wretch a juſt occaſion to for- 


Jake me, I ſhould not think myſelf ſufficiently puniſh'd, 


ſhould I ſhed the laſt drop of my blood at her feet. 
Were there juſt grounds for me to accuſe the villain 
Gelin of a rape, I then might be allowed to take her 


-again, after the example of lord Axminſter. But, too 


treacherous wife! was not my whole heart yours, and 
yours only? Were not you the delight, the charm 
of my life? What could tempt you to forſake a hul- 
band who ador'd your every action? to leave chil- 
dren, whom you ought to have conſider'd as the dear- 
eſt pledges of his love? Was it not from choice, was 
it not from inclination, nay, from the looſeſt of prin- 
ciples, that you left my bed at St Helena, to fly into 


the deteſted arms of Gelin, that traitor, that falſe 


friend, whole crimes ten thouſand deaths could never 
| expi- 
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expiate? Wipe off, if that be poſſible, this infamy, or 
rather confeſs; too cruel Fanny, that you are guilty; 
that you are an eternal reproach to an adoring huſ- 
band; to the tendereft of children, and to your whole 
family. Your ſeducer owns, that he only is guilty. 
He proteſts in the moſt ſolemn manner, that you are 
innocent. But have I not juſt reaſon to ſuſpect, that 
this is a new crime, an artful declaration, made by 
this abominable wretch, merely to heighten my con- 
fuſion, and increaſe my diſgrace? Juſt heavens! en- 
due me with ſtrength ſufficient to ſupport ſuch a mul- 
titude of calamities!—Or rather end at once the ri- 
gours of my fate. | 
The light of the ſun, ſo far from leſſening my tor- 
ments, ſerv'd only to increaſe them. I wiſh'd from 
my ſoul never to behold the day-light again, or elſe to 
be once more buried in the ſubterraneous ſolitudes of 
Rumney- Hole, in which I had paſs'd eaſy and undi- 
Rurb'd, - the moſt happy days of my life. In the tran- 
ſports of my grief, 1 ſpar'd neither Mrs Riding nor 
Lord Axminſter, but accus'd them both, as having 
been the cauſe of all my misfortunes. "I'was, would 
I fay to myſelf, their fatal advice which engaged me 
to leave my thrice happy retirement: Twas they 
plung'd me into the abyſs of misfortunes from which 
death only can excricate me. Deceitful charms of my 
faithleſs Fanny, added I, you are the inexhauſtible 
ſource of all my-torments! | | 
Theſe plaints into which I broke, my ſobs, my 
ſighs, and faſt- flowing Tears, did not permit me to 
conſider that I had people round me; no, my agihtati- 
ons were too violent; but a little after I felt, on a 
ſudden, ſofter emotions ſucceed theſe furious tran- 
ſports, ſo that I fell into a kind of lethargy, by which 
means I got a little repoſe. | Xt 
In my fleep (which was but ſhort) methought T ſaw 
the ghoſt of lord Axminſter, or rather fancied J ſaw 
and heard that nobleman himſelf, who chiding me in 
the ſevereſt terms, for having contributed to the diſ- 
honour of his family, reproached me for the tender- 
neſs he had always indulged me, and aſſur'd me _ 
; | is 
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his daughter was innocent. I would never, cried 
the ſhade, forgive you, were I not ſenſible that your 
conduct is owing to your indiſcretion rather than to 
villainy ; and that the treachery of a faithleſs friend 
has involv'd you in all the calamities you complain of, 
But *tis ſtill in your own power to be happy.— 
Haſte then to the felicity which awaits you. | 
I never was one of thoſe weak minds who have a 
ſuperſtitious credulity with regard to dreams; and yet, 
I muſt be ſo ingenuous as to confeſs, that this viſion 
made a ſtrong impreſſion on my mind. I thereupon 
recollected the ſeveral ideas of it, and endeavoured 
to affix them to the circumſtances of my preſent con- 
dition. I would have aſcribed the cauſe of them to 
the hurry of the animal ſpirits, which, when the body 
is diſſolv'd in ſleep, repreſent the moſt extravagant 
ideas to a heated imagination. Conſidering the fitua- 
tion I was then in, this ſuppoſition could not but agree 
with the common ſyſtem of naturaliſts: but, after 
confidering this matter very ſeriouſly, I thought my 
felf obliged to abandon it, from a belief that it was 
not built on a ſolid foundation enough; and at laſt 
perſuaded myſelf, that there was ſomething ſuperna- 
tural in my dream. I ſought to ſolve it from the ſy- 
ſtem of occaſional cauſes, and would ſuppoſe, that 
thought proper to eſtabliſh certain ſpirits, 
x t theſe are the occaſional cauſes of the conduct 
"men With regard to certain events. I muſt no 
longer wonder, faid I to myſelf, that the characteriſ- 
ticks of grandeur or of gravity, are not found in the 
images which admoniſh us in dreams. Whether they 
be confus'd or childiſh ;. whether they vary according 
to time, place, and the conſtitution of perſons ; all 
this ought not to ſurprize thoſe who know how great- 
ly human creatures are limited; and the obſtacles which 
occaſional cauſes of various kinds muſt reciprocally 
make. Do not I myſelf experience every day, that 
the ſoul and body traverſe one another mutually in the 
courſe of the operations which are peculiar to them ? 
An intelligence which ſhould act on our bodies as well 
as minds, mult neceſſarily meet with divers ts 
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in the laws, which eſtabliſh theſe two principles; and 
theſe are the occaſional cauſes of certain effects. I 
confeſs, that dreams are infinitely leſs myſterious than 
the vulgar imagine; but on the other fide, I believe 
they are a little more ſo than certain philoſophers will 
allow. Hiſtorians of all ages and nations have related 
ſo many extraordinary particulars, with regard to 
dreams, that ſuch as ſcoff abſolutely at every thing of 
this kind, are ſuſpected either of infincerity, or of ſuch 
an incapacity as will not allow them to diſcern clearly 
the ſtrength of the proofs. An inveterate prepoſſeſ. 
ſion, or a certain caſt of mind they receiv'd from na- 
ture, throws a deep cloud over their underſtandings, 
when they attempt to compare the reaſons pro and con. 
But as for myſelf, I will endeavour to be more reaſon- 
able, and to explain this profound myſtery of nature, 
according to the molt ſolid principles. I am perſuaded, 
that ſome dreams really prognoſticate futurity. Now, 
God only pierces into futurity; conſequently he is the 
firſt cauſe of theſe dreams which exhibit to us things 
which are to happen hereafter. But then, he is not 
the immediate cauſe on this occaſion ; and here follows 
the manner in which I conceive this myſtery. All crea- 
tures in general are link'd to, and intimately united with, 
the author of their exiſtence, in like manner as they are 
link'd to one another, by fimple and general laws. By theſe 
God preſerves them; all things that exift are equally ſub- 
ject to theſe laws, and death only deſtroys a certain mode 
of exiſting. According to theſe principles, I can con- 
ceive that God may, if he pleaſes, employ, to give me 
certain informations, ſuch or ſuch creatures, who exiſt 
no more corporally, under the ſame form in which they 
appear'd in their life-time. For, the deſtruction of a 
mode of exiſting, does not deſtroy the relation which 
creatures, by their exiſtence, bear to one another, by 
virtue of the general laws which link them together, and 
unite them to the Supreme Being. - 
This ſeries of reaſoning appear'd to me ſo ſolid, that 
I concluded I ought not to neglect my dream. Over- 
looking therefore, the reproachful harſh terms where- 
in the viſion ſpoke, which at firſt gave me . | 
neſs; 
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ſineſs ; I conſider'd that part of it only which related 
to my wife's innocence, and how I might beſt make 
myſelf happy. Upon this my mind began to be much 
calmer; and a little after, Tdefir'd my ſiſter- in- law to 
ſend my two ſons often to viſit their mother at Chai 
lot. I ſpent ſome days in revolving on the two object; 


of my dream, which had fix'd my ideas. I quite ob- 


licerated the remembrance of my paſſion for Cecilia; 
and in caſe.I happen'd to think of her, *twas only to 
indulge her a few tears of compaſſion. | 

At this time I was viſited by Mr de Groot, who was 
come into Fance, with the character of Embaſſador 
of the United Provinces, in order to prevent the war 
with which they were threatned. This great man 


having heard talk of me, paid mea viſit, but from no 


very conſiderable a motive, in outward appearance. 
Atter the firſt: compliments, he told me that he was 
very fond of perſons who made deep reflectians; who 
argued with great juſtneſs, and were not ſlaves to any 
ſyitem of thinking, till they had firſt examin'd them 
all, He then told me, that I had the character of 


one of thoſe rational beings, whoſe number is ſo very 
ſmall; and that nothing could give him ſo much plea- 


ſure, or contribute. ſo greatly to his improvement, as 
my company. This gentleman diſcover'd ſuch an 


amiable frankneſs in his behaviour, and ſo much hu- 


manity in his countenance, that I could not refuſe 
him my eſteem. I found, by ſome words he let drop, 
that he came to viſit me from a very important mo- 
tive. He had been told, that the late ducheſs of Or- 
leans had honour'd me with her friendſhip; and I 
paſs'd at court for an Eng/:/þ gentleman of very great 
importance. My withdrawing to St Cloud appear d 
affected and mytterious, becauſe the real defign of it 
was not known. Mr de Groot, who was very much 
prejudiced in my favour, tho' he had never ſeen me 


before, ask'd me whether Icontinu'd to correſpond 


with the Britißß court? His deſign was, to make me 
inſtrumental in reconciling king Charles with the 
States-General. This was the chief object of all the 


Dutch politicians; for in caſe they could have _ 
| 5 the 
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CE the alliance between Lewis the XIVth and that Prince, 


the former would not have been ſo formidable to em. 
| anſwer'd Mr de Groot very fincerely, that FE was 
wholly unacquainted with the arts of courts, and had 
never endeavour'd to penetrate into the myſteries of 
them. He ſeem'd to doubt the truth of what I ſaid, 
but expreſs'd himſelf on this occaſion in ſo delicate, 
ſo obliging a manner, that I could not be diſpleas d 
with him; and after this he mention'd that topick 
no more. I had ſeveral interviews with Mr. de Groot 
during the year 1671; and in a viſit which I paid 
him about the expiration of his embaſly, we diſcours'd 
on the war which was upon the point of being de- 
clar'd againſt his country. The fate of kings, ſaid 
this gentleman, is more to be pitied than that of any 


| other men. Their true virtue conſiſts in making their 


ſubjects happy; but ſuch as have an inclination to do 
this, often have it not in their power. A thouſand 
paſſions divert them from it; and thoſe of their favou- 
rites and miniſters, are of ſtill more dangerous conſe- 
quence. A war, which in all probability will be very 
bloody, is juſt ready to break out; the only cauſe of 
which is, the envy that Louwois bears to Colbert; a 
circumſtance I diſcover'd in the courſe of my embaſ- 
ſy. This is making war for war's ſake, and nothing can 
be more repugnant to the laws of nature. The United 
Provinces, however, will not act from ſuch unjuſt 
principles. We ſhall be obliged ro defend our liber- 
ties by force of arms, ſince 'tis we who ſhall be in- 
vaded. The war will therefore, with regard to us, be 
Juſt, becauſe all laws, human and divine, impower 2a 
nation, when unjuſtly attack'd, to defend themſelves; 
and this will oblige us to take up arms againſt creatures 
like ourſelves, Too fatal neceflity! What a ſhame is it 
to human nature, that war ſhould be unavoidable on 
ſame occaſions! The king of France, doubtleſs, does 
not conſider, that he is going to eclipſe his glory for 
ever; and that his miniſters, by thus ſoothing his am- 
bition, will. draw down innumerable evils on his own 
ſubjects, and on his own neighbours. I will confeſs, 
replied I ta Mr de Groot, my ſtudies and In | 
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have taught me, that the calamities of war exhauſt x 
ſtate; and frequently drag it to the very brink of de- 
ſtruction, even when the moſt ſhining victories are 
gain'd. How advantageouſly ſoever a people may en- 
gage in a war, they yet are uncertain, whether they 
may not be expos'd to the moſt tragical reverſes of for- 
tune before tis ended: tho? they have all the advan- 
tages imaginable at the giving battle, neverrheleſs, the 
leaſt miſreckoning, a pannick fear, the meereſt trifle 
in the world, may diſpoſſeſs them of the victory they 
till then had gain'd, and ſhift it to the enemy. Tho' 
a people ſhould. keep victory chain'd, as it were, in 
their own camp, they yet deſtroy themſelves, in de- 
ſtroying an enemy; they depopulate his country, they 
prevent its being cultivated, and ſtop the current of 
trade, But a much worſe circumſtance is, the beſt 
laws are thereby weakned, and an almoit general de- 
pravation ſucceeds. Young people no longer apply 
themſelves to learning, and neceſſity obliges them to 
tolerate ſuch a licentiouſneſs as is of pernicions conſe- 

uence to the army: Juſtice, policy, all ſuffer from 
ks havock. A king, who ſheds the blood of ſo many 
men, and is the cauſe of ſo many Evils, merely for the 
ſake of acquiring glory, or to extend the boundaries 
of his dominions, is unworthy the glory he pants after ; 
and deſerves to loſe what he is pofleſs'd of, for his en- 
deavouring to uſurp what did not belong. to him. 
With what blind fury are mortals poſſeſs'd, they who 
are allowed ſo few years of life upon the earth, 2nd 
theſe years too, ſo wretched, ſo miſerable ! Why then 
ſhould we add ſo many woes to thoſe which are inie- 
parable*from life? Mankind are brethren, and yet they 
tear one another to pieces! ſuch Americans as devour 
their captives, fill our ſouls with horror ; but are we 
leſs cruel than thoſe cannibals? Do not we exerciſe 
greater barbarity than wild beaſts? Theſe attack thoſe 
animals only which are of a different ſpecies from 
themſelves: But man, in ſpite of the reaſon with which 
Heaven has illuminated him, perpetrates ſuch horrid 


acts as are unheard of among lions and tygers. I again 


obſerve, wherefore are theſe wars? is there not earth 
50 | enough 
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enough on this globe for the uſe of men ; nay much 
more than will be poſlible for them to cultivate? What! 
ſhall a vain idea, an empty title of conqueror; a re- 
fuſal to ſtrike to an admiral! the jealouſy which one 
miniſter bears to another! the ſtupid inſolence of a 
news-writer! ſhall, I ſay, ſuch trifling motives light 
up the firebrand of war, and ſpread the moſt dreadful 
havock in wide extended countries! How unreaſona- 
ble a creature is man! to ſatiate the glory, the vanity, 
the jealouſy, and the revenge of an all-powerfal mi- 
niſter? Muſt whole countries ſuffer ; muſt they be de- 
vour'd by ſurrounding flames; and muſt, whatever 
eſcapes fire and ſword, be deſtroy'd by the more cruel 
jaws of famine ? And all this merely to ſooth the glo- 
ry, as *tis falſely called, of one man, who makes man- 
kind his ſport, and ſpreads univerſal deſolation! How 
monſtrous is this glory! ſhould not kings therefore be 
very cautious how they engage in war! tis not enough 
that it be juſt, but it muſt alſo be neceſſary. Part of 
a nation's blood ought never to be ſhed but in caſes of 
the moſt extreme neceſſity, that is, to ſerve a nation. 
Nevertheleſs, flattering counſels, a falſe idea of gran- 
_ deur, vain jealouſies, an inſatiable avidity, cover'd with 
ſpecious pretences,, engage kings inſenſibly in- wars 
which render them unhappy, and prompt them to ha- 
zard all things, without the leaſt neceſſity for their ſo 
doing; which prove as fatal to their ſubjects as to their 
enemies; and which, at laſt, cauſe them to be conſt- 
der'd as the ſcourges, the horror of mank ind. Mr ge 
Groot ſeem'd vaſtly delighted to hear me argue in this 
manner. 

But to return to my own hiſtory, after begging par- 
don for this long digreſſion. The inſtant my wounds 
were heal'd, I waited upon the magiſtrates of Sz Cloud, 
and obtain'd from them leave to ſee Gelin, in company 
with two truſty perſons, in order that they might be 
witneſſes to what he ſhould declare. Being come inte 
the place where that wretch lay; a few hours hence, 
lays he, I ſhall ſuffer an ignominious death. This my 
crimes have juſtly merited; the only thing I regret is, 
that I'did not fill up the meaſure of them, by murder» 
| - M ing 
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ing you; and no words can expreſs my deſpair, when 
'I refte& that you will again be united with the lovely, 
the chaſte Nanny. I could not prevail with myſelf to 
inſult this miſerable wretch, for that would have been 
mean; but was even ſo generous as to wiſh, very ſin- 
cerely, that it had been in my power to ſecure him 
from the ignominy of the puniſhment he ſo juſtly de. 
ferv'd. He had carried off my wife, he had ſtabb'd me 
in my own houſe; and yet my heart, quite different 
from that of other men, whiſper'd me that Ge/in had 
been my friend. He had murder'd my brother ; but, 
on the other fide, T could not blot from my memory, 
that he had ſav'd his life in the colony of St Helena. I 
therefore intreated him to calm his tranſports, and to 
inform me of the reaſons why I had incurr'd his hatred? 
I hate you, replied he immediately; and your preſence 
is horror to me, becauſe I betray'd you, and the cha- 
ſtity of your wife prevented my reaping the fruits of 
my treachery. Saying this, he related the ſeveral ar- 
tifices he had employ'd at the Havanna, in order to in- 
ſpire Fanny with jealouſy; and her great credulity on 
this occaſion. The moment, continu'd he, I had per- 
ſuaded your wife, that your heart was divided betwixt 
Her and Mrs Lallin; Jobſerv'd, that it was her duty 


to abandon you, and not be a ſpectator of your ſhock- 


Ing incontinence. She hinted to me, that ſhe was 
very deſirous of retiring to France, and there immure 
Herſelf in ſome convent. Finding her in this reſolu- 
tion, I offer'd her my ſervice; and notwithſtanding the 
prodigious reluctance ſhe diſcoyer'd upon this occaſion, 
I yet ated my part with ſo much cunning and diſh: 


_.. mulation, that ſhe at laſt complied; and we concerted 


the whole affair at the Havanna. Scarce a woman in 
the world but would fall a ſacrifice to hypocriſy, when 
artfully conducted. Now, your wife is in the bloom 
of life, ſhe had very little experience, by which means 
it was no difficult matter to ſeduce her; not to men- 
tion, that the jealouſy which J had either wak'd in her 
ſoul, or very much ſtrengthned, would not permit her 


to reflect on the ſad conſequences that mult inevitably 


attend the execution of the advice I gave her. How: 
MOMs. ever, 
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ever, we had not been above one day at fea, but ſhe 
was ſenſible to all the horrors of my counſels! ſhe was 
ſeiz'd with ſuch deep deſpair, that I was afraid her laſt 
hour was nigh. I therefore was oblig'd to ſuppreſs my 
guilty deſires (for I acknowledge them to be ſuch) and 
could not be urgent with her to ſatisfy them, tho' this 
was death to me. Beſides, the ſhip, now ſailing on 
the high ſeas, was not a proper place to attempt her 
chaſtity. I therefore ſuſpended my deſign, till ſuch 
time as we ſhould be landed in Spain; for notwith- 
ſtanding the inexpreſlible averſion ſhe now had for me, 


I yet thought it would then, not be very difficult for 
me to triumph over her virtue. We had landed at Co- 


runna (the Groin) juſt as you came into the harbour. 
I need not tell you what happen'd at that time. Your 
wife ſeeing me dangerouſly wounded, ſtole away, and 
it was not till long afterwards that I heard the went 
for France. But the moment I heard this news I fol- 
low'd her, and made the ſtricteſt fearch for her in ſe- 
veral provinces, but all to no parpoſe. At laſt, I heard 
of you at Paris; and was told at $# Cloud, that your 
wife was in a convent at Chail/ot. Tufed my utmoſt 
endeavours to get a ſight of her, but all in vain. Upon 


this I addreſs'd myſelf to the chaplain, and entreated 
him to give me a recommendation, in order to my be- 


ing introduced into your houſe; aſſuring him, that I 
had found out a method, and that an infallible one; to 
prevent your intended marriage with Cecilia, and to 
unite you again with Faxny. This was a circumſtance 
he paſſionately deſir'd, and thereupon he directed me 
to canon Audiger. I need not go on with the ſtory, 
ſays Gelin, looking upon me with eyes of fury. This 
was all the information I could get from that villain, 
and he now vented a million of oaths, to confirm the 
truth of the ſtory he had told, and Fanny's innocence. 
A few days after, he was carried to Paris, and im- 
priſon'd in one of the ſtrongeſt goals in that city. A 
little after, he was ſentenced to be broke alive upon 


the wheel, as having been convicted of committing a 


rape, and of aſſaſſination. But could the reader be- 
lieve, that this arch villain eſcap'd the ſword of juſtice, 
1 Mz _ 
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by turning Papiſt ; and that the magiſtrates found means 
to impoſe on the publick ? However, this is matter of 


fact. Converſions were the mode at that time; and fo 


great was the zeal of the converters, that they threw, 
on this occaſion, a veil over crimes, tho' of the moſt 
enormous kind, that of hereſy excepted. Two jeſuits 

omis'd Gelin, that they would ſave his life, provided 

e would abjure the Proteſtant faith. They ſucceeded 
in their endeavours; Gelin turn'd Papiſt, and promis'd 
to withdraw to a monaſtery. The judges yielded to 


every thing, and accordingly a paſtboard figure was 


made, and this being dreſs'd in Gelin's clothes, ſentence 


was pronounc'd on the criminal, whoſe efigy was cru- 
_ elly executed at the * Greeve, by torch-light. As for 


the feind himſelf, he was thrown into a convent, where 
he aſſum'd the habit of St Francis. There this worthy 
proſelyte was tormented for ſome time by remorſe. In 
this manner does a falſe zeal for religion give a ſanction 
to the moſt horrid crimes. 

In the mean time, my ſiſter-in-law had made my wife 


ſeveral viſits at Chazi//ot; and never returned from 
thence, but was more fully perſuaded of her virtue and 


innocence. 'This ſhe never mention'd to me, without 
feeling the moſt tender emotions of compaſſion, and 
ſhedding a flood of tears. And the condition in which 


ſhe repreſented Fanny was ſo moving, that it might 
have melted a heart of adamant : mine was extremely 


tender, and thoſe who have ever felt the ſweet paſſion, 
know, that *cis poſſible for the fires of love to leſſen, 
but never to be totally extinguiſh'd. Theſe broke out 
again in my heart with inexpreſſible vivacity; and 
prov'd that it would be impoſſible for me to enjoy any 


felicity, unleſs I ſhould again be united with my wife. 


One circumſtance troubled me, and this was, the difh- 
culty there would be to perſuade the publick of the 
truth of what love made me believe. I had told Mr 
de Groot the deplorable ſtate I was in; and was very 
urgent with him, a few weeks before he left France, 
to favour me with his advice; and beſought him, not 


® The fame for Paris as Tyburn for Lond, = = 
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to conſider ſo much, on this occaſion, his friendſhip 
for me, as my honour and reputation, in order to pre- 
vent my being made the laughing-ſtock of the publick. 
| Aﬀer reflecting ſome time on what I had told him, he 

aſſurd me, that I miſtook the ſhadow for the ſubſtance, 
and that I ſwell'd a pigmy to a giant. Wiſe and pru- 
dent perſons, added he, ought not to ſhape their con- 
duct from the diſadvantageous, but ill grounded idea 
the world may entertain of it. The very regular and 
virtuous life your lady has-led, will baffle the blackeſt 
efforts of calumny and malice; ſhe certainly did very 
wrong in forſaking you, but then your imprudent be- 
haviour, and the regard you ſhew'd Mrs Lallin, were 
the cauſes of it. Your errors occaſion'd thoſe of Mrs 
Cleveland; and therefore 'tis your duty to forgive one 
| another. You proteſt that you are innocent, and your 
ſpouſe muſt be perſuaded of the truth of it: On the 
other ſide, ſhe aſſures that no one can be more ſo than 
| herſelf, and this is ſufficiently confirm'd by Ge/ir's 

oaths; ſo that neither your heart, nor even your rea- 
ſon, will allow you to be diffident on this article. Now 
this is ſufficient to compleat your felicity; Deſpiſe 
therefore the very worlt that a ſet of dark-minded 
wretches can either think or ſay. Your ſtory is not 
publick; change therefore the place of your abode, 
| and you will change your acquaintance. Be no longer 
in ſuſpenſe, whether you ſhall take your lady home 
again, and end at once your own and her calamities. 
However, ſays he, I give you this counſel, upon the 
ſuppoſition that you are entirely perſuaded of your 
ipouſe's innocence; for, in caſe you have the leaſt re- 
mains of doubt on that head, I would adviſe you to 
let her continue where ſhe is; for ſhe'll be much hap- 
pier in the ſolitude of a cloiſter. Alas! replied 
, interrupting him; my heart is intirely ſhut to all“ 
injurious ſuſpicions, with regard to my deareſt Fanny's 
virtue. In order therefore, ſays Mr de Groot, to keep 

your heart forever in theſe favourable diſpoſitions, it 
will be abſolutely proper for you to get ſome new in- 
| formations, with regard to the condu of your lady, 


aud that of the wretch Geliz, T will not a | 
| Og . 
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for you to find out the captain of the ſhip who con- 
vey'd them to Spain. You may diſpatch ſome faithful 
ſervant to Corunna ; and after theſe ſeveral informz- 
tions, you will know whether Mrs Cleveland be in. 
nocent or guilty; for I cannot conceive it poflible, 
that all theſe people ſhould have the leaſt intereſt to 
deceive you. After this, you may regulate your con. | 
duct according to the accounts that will be told you; 
and in caſe they are favourable to your lady, you then 
will be ſecure from the moſt inveterate attempts of 
calumny. | 
I thought this advice ſo very juſt and natural, that [ 
liſtned to it with the utmoſt pleaſure, and ſoon put it 
in execution, The next day I defir'd my ſiſter-in-law 
to enquire very exactly of my wife, what road ſhe had 
taken after her leaving Spain; and was told that very 
evening, that ſhe had left Madrid in company with a 
Spaniſh nobleman, named Don Franciſco del Campigns, 
who had taken his lady and ſon with him, in order, as 
was ſuppos'd, to ſhew them France; but, in reality, to | 
tranſact ſome ſecret affairs with the court. This no- 
bleman was ſtill at Paris, and acquainted with Mr & 
Groot, who viſited him ſometimes, This determin'd 
me to wait upon him and his lady, but without de- | 
claring who I was, in order to make all the diſcove- 
ries poſſible, with regard to my wife. A little aſter! 
faw him, I turn'd inſenſibly the ſubje& of the conver- | 
ſation on his journey from Spain to France; and had | 
the delightful ſatisfaction to hear him beſtow the high- } 
eſt applauſe on my wife's modeſty and excellent behi 
viour. Don Franciſco-and his lady were prodigioully 
uneaſy, that they had not been able to find out what 
was become of her; and had made all the enquiries 
imaginable, but in vain. They told me, that they ob 
ſerv'd ſhe was poſſeſs'd with a perpetual melancholy, 
but had never been able to find out the cauſe of it 
and on this occaſion they made a thouſand random 
conjectures, which could not fail of giving me infinite 
delight. Mr de Groot, who knew the whole ſtory, 
and had been pleas'd to introduce me, had alſo bis 
ſhare of the pleaſure, Nothing affected me more a 
3 | l 
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that converſation, than the following words of Don 
Franciſco, „I cannot tell, ſays be, what countrywo- 
« man that lady is; nor of what family; but her po- 
lite and prudent behaviour prove that ſhe_ is ho- 
„ nourably born, and has had an excellent education. 
In a word, ſhe is a perfect model of wiſdom and 
„ modeſty.” ? | | 
' Had I liſtned to the dictates of my love only, I 
ſhould have immediately ſet out for Chaillot, and taken 
my wife out of the convent 3; but on the other ſide, it 


was proper to hear reaſon alſo, in an affair of ſo much 


importance to my happineſs. Accordingly the next 


morning, in purſuance of the repeated counſels of Mr 


de Groot, T made Dring ſet out poſt for Corunna, or- 
dering him to get the moſt exact Informations, with 
regard to the day my wife arriv'd in that town; the 
time ſhe had continu'd in it, and her behaviour with 
reſpect to Gelin. I commanded him, in the ſtricteſt 
manner, to procure the moſt authentick certificates of 
whatever ſhould be told him; firmly perſuaded he 
would be vaſtly careful in all theſe particulars, as they 


concern'd me ſo very nearly; and indeed I had the 


ſtrongeſt -reaſons to be ſatisfied with his fidelitys At 
the ſame time, I diſpatch'd another ſervant, to enquire 
of the officers of the navy where the veſſel then was, 


in which Ge/in and my wife had gone from St Helena; 


and it happen'd very fortunately to be ſtill lying off 
Calais. I myſelf went thither, in order to ſpeak with 
the captain, from whom I learnt, that my wife was 


ſeiz'd with the deepeſt tranſports of deſpair, after that 


a few hours had given her the liberty to conſider, in 
Its juſt light, the fault ſhe had committed. The lady, 
continu'd he, conjur'd me upon her knees, to return 


back from whence we came. Poſſibly, ſaid ſhe, I may 
be able to ſoften my husband; or, in caſe he ſhould 


prove inflexible, I will die by his hand, and thus fall 
a victim to his ſuſpicions. Thou perfidious, thou 
wicked wretch! added the lady, addreſſing herſelf to 
Selin, thou haſt abus'd my ſimple credulity ; thou haſt 


violated, in a moſt inhuman manner, the ſacred laws 
of friendſhip. Wretch that thou art! What could be 


thy 
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thy view in tearing me from the arms of the fondeft of 


husbands, by thy envenom'd arguments. No; nothing 
but my blood and thine, are capable of waſhing out 


fo enormous a crime. Either kill me at once, or re. 
tore me to my husband and my dear children. The 
lady, continu'd the captain, was perpetually venting 


ſuch plaints; and *twas with the utmoſt difficulty I 


prevented her making away with herſelf. Gelin did 
not dare to enter her cabin; and all the arguments J 
could uſe to calm her ſorrows, only enflam'd them the 
inore; Which threw me into ſo great a perplexity, 
that I determin'd not to proceed ſo far as France. I 
therefore reſolv'd to caſe myſelf of this heavy burthen 
at Corunna, where no body knew me ; and to prevent 
any evil accident from befalling myſelf, I landed them 
in the night time, and ſet fail again immediately. But 
now, added he, as I find this was your lady, I beſeech 
you to take pity on me, and not put me in the hands 
of juſtice, as 'tis in your power to do. Twas merely 
for the fake of a little money, that I engaged in this 
dangerous affair. The captain had no great oc- 
caſion to employ entreaties to obtain my pardon ;. af. 
ter which I return'd to Sr Cloud, highly fatisfhed with 
the diſcoveries I had made. | 

Mrs La/liz beheld, with an air of melancholy and 
indifference, the joy which begun to diffuſe itſelf over 
my whole family. She caſt her eyes upon me, and 
ſeem'd to dread reproaches ſhe had no ways deſerved. 
At laſt, ſays ſhe, I ought to be puniſh'd for the cala- 


mities you have undergone, ſince I have been the cauſe 


of them. If Mrs Cleveland was jealous of me, tis 
certain that my imprudent conduct give her ſome 
grounds for it. Live therefore happy with her: Hea- 
ven form'd you for each other; but as for me, the 
gloom of a cloiſter is the only aſylum it has left to my 
choice. In the ſolitude of it will I bewail, till death 
Mell ſnatch me from the world, the diſorders which 
my preſence brought into your family : But then don't 
Fail to allure Mrs G/evelazd, that I was no more than 
the innocent cauſe of both your misfortunes. In two 


days L will bid you an eternal adieu; and I conjure 
you, 
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you, not to enquire the place of my retirement; for 


that I will never reveal. | | 

This reſolution of Mrs Lallin gave me great uneas 
ſineſs, and I uſed- all the arguments poſſible to make 
her change it. My wife, lays I, is bound in juſtice 
to entertain the moſt advantageous idea imaginable of 
your merit, and of your virtue. We all three have 
ated very imprudently; we therefore muſt forgive 
one another, and unite ourſelves by the bands of a per- 
fect eſteem. My wife will not doubt your innocence; 
and Jam perſuaded, that after ſhe has heard the whole 
affiir, the friendſhip ſhe then will conceive for you, 
will be ſtronger, in proportion to the averſion which 
an ill· grounded jealouſy made her before entertain. But 
[ can never conſent to your leaving us, and will do all 
that lies in my power to prevent it. Reſolve there- 
fore, madam, to live and die with us, for this 'is the 
only reſolution I can approve. Mrs Lallin ſeem'd at 
firſt inflexible, but, at laſt, the tender entreaties and 
arguments of my filter in-law, and young Bridge, be- 
gan to make ſome impreſſion on her. OY 

I delired them to go to Chaillet, and there ſound 
the diſpoſitions of my wife with regard to me; and to 
ſee whether ſhe would approve the re- union I project. 


PT 
- 


ed. They all approv'd the delign, and accordingly ſet 


out for that place. After making ſome overtures, ſays 
my wife, I can never conſent to your propoſal. Alas! 
| was born of too unhappy a mother, and under too 
impropitious ſtars, to aſpire any more after a happineſs - 
of which I have made myſelf unworthy. The grief 
that forever tortures my ſoul, is the moſt gentle pu- 
niſhment I deſerve. The only favour I ask is, that I may 


. be admitted to ſee my dear children often, in order 


to teach them by my numberleſs misfortunes; and L 
hell think myſelf chrice happy, if I can perſuade Mr 
Cleveland of my innocence. She here ſned ſuch 
a flood of tears, that ſhe was unable to proceed for 


= lome moments. Let Mr Cleveland, ſays ſhe, 


ſeek for ſome new, felicity ; for he muſt never expect 
to meet with any in the ſociety of an unhappy wife, 
whoſe heedleſs conduct. made her virtue ſuſpected. 1 
Vor. III. 8 will 
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will waſte my few ebbing days in forrow, ſince fate 
will have it ſo. ; | 
Mrs Bridge told her, that there was a wide difference 
between ſuſpicion and guilt. Your leaving us, ſays 
ſhe, made us conjefture, that a criminal paſſion for 
Gelin had dragg'd you after him; but then theſe con- 
jectures are far from proving your guilt. Mr Cleve- 
/and is ſo judicious, that he cannot but make a proper 
diſtinction between things ſo different in their natures. 
You, on the other ſide, raſhly ſurmis'd, that Mrs Lal. 
iin ſhar'd your husband's heart with you, and that they 
held à criminal correſpondence. But, in caſe you Rtill - 
harbour the leaſt ſuſpicion, you ought to banih it from 
— mind; and be perſuaded, that if Mrs Lallin poſ- 
ed Mr Cleveland's eſteem, you was happy in his 
love. Alas! faid Fanny, I can hardly perſuade myſelf, 
that Mrs Lallin, and my husband, will have generofity 
enough to obliterate the memory of my unjuſt, my 
erueFſuſpicions. I can no longer doubt of their inno- 
cence, nor of Mr Clereland's affection for me; but 
tortur'd by jealouſy, the eye of reaſon was quite ſhut 
in my ſoul; teiz'd by an artſul wretch, and ſeduced by 
his ill-grounded ftories, and the infidious marks of an 
hypocritical paſion, I unhappily abandon'd myſeif to 
evil counſels, However, neither inclination nor love 
rompted my flight; but the wild paſſion which then 
— over my beart, threw ſuch a cloud over my 
underſtanding, as quite depriv'd'me of the liberty either 
to reflect or act. Once again, let me only be thought 
innocent, and then, let me be permitted to deplore, in 
ſolitude, the remainder of my wretched days. 
My ſiſter- in law did not think proper to ſer my wiſe 
know directly the diſpoſitions of my heart with regard 
to her; and the thoughts of our calamity waked the 
tendereſt compaſſion in her boſom. When Mrs Lal. 
- lin and my wife parted, they gave each other the fond- 
eſt marks of a reciprocal eſteem; and a ſurprizing cir- 
cumſtance is, that each endeavour'd to perſuade the 
bother that ſhe was guilty, -tho' both were miracles in 
vietue. Alas! to my imprudence, all theſe errors were 
owing; and I had not only my own folly to anſwer for, 
bt that of my wiſe alſo, V 
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In the mean time my ſons were forever aking me, 
when their mother would come home? and, embracing 
me with inexpreſſible tenderneſs, they would beg me 
to take her from Chaillot, they not being ſatisfied with 
barely viſiting her. They would ask me, why their 
mother was confin'd in that priſon? what crime ſhe 
had committed? why ſhe wore a religions habit? with 
2 thouſand other particulars, which ſtrengthey'd my 
piſſion for her. However, it was proper for me to 
wait Dring's return, and Idid not wait long. This 
domeſtick gave me freſh proofs of his fidelity, by the 
exactneſs with which he fulfilled my orders. Gelin's 
adventure had made ſo much noiſe in Corunna, that he 
ſoon found out the inn where that wretch had been 
heal'd of his wounds. Dring was told the exact day 
of his arrival in that town; and alſo when he left its 
He was farther aſſur d, that-a lady who came with Ge- 
lin, had left him the third day after his arrival, that is, 
the ſecond day after:he had aſſaſſinated my brother: That 
ſhe had declar'd, the company of this man was odious 
to her, for reaſons ſhe could not reveal; that a perſon 
of diſtinction in that city, being ſent for to court, ſhe 
had taken this opportunity to go for Madrid, and from 
thence had-ſet out for Paris, in company: with a noble- 
man and his family, who were travelling thither ; that 
the leaſt ſuſpicions could not be entertain'd with regard 
to her virtue, but that 'twas' certain ſhe deteſted the 
perſon who came on ſhore with her. * after this, 
waited upon the nobleman, who had carried my wife 
in his coach to Madrid ; and for this purpoſe, pretend- 
ed he was ſent, by that lady's relations, in order to en- 
quite what was become of her; and very happily, the 
higheſt elogiums were then made of my wife's virtue, 
He afterwards deſir'd to have the moſt authentick teſti- 
moni1ls poſſible of all he had heard; and was indulg'd 
them with pleaſure. But not ſatisfied with this, he 
procur'd a certificate from the magiſtrates, declaring 
the probity of the ſeveral perſons who had made theſe 
declarations ; and after obtaining theſe ſeveral pieces, 
he return'd with incredible diſpatch, to inform me of 
particulars, which could not but give me the higheſt 
latisfaQtion, N 2 I had 


e a 


148 r L IEE of 


¶ had writ to the lord (Clarendon, to deſire his advice 
alſo in am aff ir bf o much importance. Phe anſwer 
with Whüch be favour' d me, correſponded ſo happily 
withimy own inclinations, : and Mr de Groot's counſei, 
that all my ſufpicions were now quite remov'd, I had 
the ſtrongeſt reaſons to believe, that theſe two illuſtri. 
ous friends were perſons of the greateſt honour and 
probity; and conſequently incapable of adviſing me to 
things, which they themſelves would not have done, 
I:therenpon reſolv'd to ſet out for Chaillot the very 
next day, to end at once my own and my dear wife's 
calamities. ; id Woo | 

Is beyond the power of words to expreſs what we 
felt/in;this tender interview. The inſtant I perceived 
the adorable creature, my wandring glances quite died 
away. I endeavour'd to ſpeak, but the ſweet agitations 
Ifelt ſufficiently diſcover'd the ſtate of my ſoul. Our 
glances now ſeem'd commix'dz we both fetch'd the 
deepeſt ſighs, andafterwards burſt into tears. How en- 
chantingly-delightful is the ſecret charm which two 
perſons, equally dear to one another, taſte, who after a 
Jong, long abſence, which was thought eternal, feel in 
each other's arms, the ſoft object of all their inquite- 


„ 


be as firmly convinced of Mrs Lallin's virtue. Mͤy 
heart has been forever yours, and yours only. — Love 


myſelf: that it was but juſt ſhe herſelf ſhould 2 — _ 
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bewail them, ſince, inſtead of preventing our misfors 
tunes, by revealing all her ſuſpicions: to me, ſhe had 
abandon'd herſelf to the fatal ſuggeſtions of à ground- 
leſs jealouſ. Tis true, continu'd ſhe, that had it not 
been for Mrs Riding, I ſhould not have been thus fa 
tally filent. Jealouſy, would ſhe ſay to me every mo- 
ment, may ariſe in our minds in ſpite of ourſelves, but 
thenꝰtis our duty to ſilencè it. You would exaſperate 
your husband, ſhould you acquaint him with your in- 
jurious ſuſpicions; and he, who poſſibly is innocent, 
may by this means be prompted to guilt;; or, at leaſt; 
it may expoſe him to ſuch a temptation, as may quite 
overpower his offended virtue. Alas! had I not liſtned 
to her, I then ſhould not have diſturbed your tranquil- 
lity. But, will it be poſſible for you ever to love me, 
after have involv'd you in ſo much woe? Can your 
heart ſtill feel the leaſt tenderneſs for a wife, who, tho?” 
ſhe never loved any one but her deareſt» of husbande, 
did yet harbour a moſt cruel, a moſt unjuſt; jealouſy F 
Yes, replied J, thou ſweeteſt of creatures! 1 ſtill love 
thee; and my heart pants after my lovely Fanny only, 
and — But in what manner do you love me, ſaid 
ſhe, in the greateſt tranſport? Alas! ſaid I to her, I 
love you as Tlov'd you formerly; for I can compare the 
paſſion I now feel, to nothing but that I before felt for 
you, and for you my angel only, I have heard you ap- 
plauded in the moſt advantageous terms, by all who 
have ſeen you fince our abſence. Theſe encomiums 
give me infinitely more pleaſure than if they had been 
beltow'd upon myſelf; and I am more ſenſible than ever, 
that your intereſt is inſeparable from mine. Let us then, 
my ſweet, my virtuous Fanny, live happy; and may 
the moſt rapturous pleaſures repay the.numberleſs ine 
felicities we have met with. At my pronhonncing theſs 
= words, I gaz'd ſtil] more tenderly than ever upon her; 
= ſhe advanc'd towards me, and tranſported with joy. I 

embraced my Fanny; when methoughts, my ſodl fle 


A little after this we prepar'd for our departure My 
wife then took leave of the ladies bet friends, no all 
teſtified, with an agreeable ſimplicity, the ſatisſaction 


Wn 
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they felt; at this ſo unexpeRted @ return of her felicity, | 
and at the ſame time, the forrow into which the loſs 
of ſo amiable a perſon would'plunge them. Floods of 
tears were ſhed on all fides,: which I confider'd as an 
infallible proof of my wife's virtuous deportment. 
We ſtay d at 87 Cloud's ſome. months longer; all 
which pals'd in the utmoſt delight. Every moment I 
could ſteal from love, I employ'd in ſettling my affairs; 
reſolving to embark for Eng/and as ſoon as poflible. 
Lord Axminfler's eſtate, which devolved upon me and 
my children, called me into that kingdom for their in- 
tereſt; and a little after, Thad reaſon to believe that 
my family would be encreas'd. Iwas rich; but per: 
ſons who have children think they never have wealth 
enough, at leaſt, ambition covers itſelf with this ſpe- 
cious veil. "= | 
' *T'was but a few days before we quitted Sr Cloud, 
that Mr de Groot left France to return to his own coun- 
try. The king, and his whole court, gave him the 
Higheſt teſtimonies of their efteem: He alſo was for 
ſome days a ſpectator of my reconciliation with Mrs 
Cleveland, which gave him prodigious pleaſure; and 
wwe both return'd him a million of thanks for the ex- 
cellent advice he had given me on that occaſion; an 
advice that was productive of both our felicities. He 
complimented us upon it; in the handſomeſt expreſſions, 
and 'wiſh'd us perpetual felicity. I ſhall not take notice 
of a great number of ſubjects on which we diſcours'd 
tmoſt of which related to religion in general) during 
his ſtay at Paris or at court. The reader will imagine, 
from what he ſaw in the beginning of my hiſtory, that 
I was too much a philoſopher, to pay the leaſt regard to 
religion. I will be ſo ingenuous as to confeſs, that ! 
was far from being fix'd on that head, having ſcarce 
deen taught the firſt principles of it; but found in the 
tourſe of the converſations above-mention'd, that it 
would be very proper for me to learn them. Mr 4. 
. Groot and I had very ſtrong diſputes on the Chriſtian 
religion, in the "belief of which Tat laſt was firmy 
grounded. I ſhall ſay no more on this ſubject at pre- 
nt, becauſe I ſhall return to it very ſoon ; and oy 4 
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| only obſerve by the way, that I have meditated very 


intenſely on the inſtructions this great man gave me: 
and that the more knowledge L attain'd in the Chriſtian 
religion, after peruſing the ſacred writings very atten- 


_ tively, the more imperfe& I found that philoſophy 


which is not principally guided by it. AY 
War being declar'd in 1672, againſt the United Pro- 


|  vinces, the Britiſb channel became very unſaft᷑ to thoſe 


who ſail'd that way. The ſea. was cover'd with the 
fleets of France, Great-Britain, and Holland; and tho 
we were in no danger from the two former powers, 
yet the Dutch were very formidable. I will confeſs; 
that the motives of this war were in no manner ho- 
nourable with reſpe& to France, but reflect an odium 

on Louvois, ſecretary at war. The jealouly of the mi- 

niſters; ambition, a thirſt of glory, which too often is 
a vicious principle; and a ſtrong deſire, as I abſery'd 
above, of taking vengeance on a paltry news writer, 


for certain inſulting expreſſions; theſe, and the offence 


taken at ſome ſatyrical medals, prompted France to de- 
clare war againſt the States of Ho//and, — 
the ſubmiſſions they made. However, the Zng/ifþ ha 
more juſt reaſons for taking part in the quarrel, the 
Duteh being naturally enemies to their ; where- 
as the French invaded a commonwealth, whoſe trade 
and alliance was very advantageous to them, In this 
manner are men blinded by paſſion, ſo that they cannot 
perceive what is truly for their intereſt. Poſſibly the 
king of England (Charles II.) might have been guilty 
of the deepeſt ingratitude on this occaſion, by his again 
forgetting the favours he had receiv'd from the repub- 
lick of Holland, during his exile, after the beheading 
of his royal father. . 
Whilſ that the French were forcing their way to the 
very center of the United Provinces, E went to Rowen 
with my whole family. Mrs Lallia did not judge pro- 
per to diſcover herſelf in that city; and we at firſt in- 


. tended to make but a very ſhort ſtay there; but the 


danger of the paſſage to England, obliged us to reſide 
a long time in the laſt mention'd city. Altho' T viſit 
ed, and ſaw company at my houſe, yet no one knew 

N 4 me. 
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me. The woes with which Thad been tortur'd, and the 
fatigues'I had undergone for ſome years, had wrought 
a great change in me; and as I no longer went by the 
name of Cleveland, no one imagin'd me to be Oliver 
Cromwell's ſon. ; f 9157 
The lord Clarendon, whom I had been acquainted 

with at Orleans, and with whom I had correiponded 
by letter for above two years, was the only friend in 
whom I put a ſtrong confidence. Fully perſuaded of 
that nobleman's merit and integrity, 1 did not conceal 
any thing from him. He was then at Rouen, ſo that 
we were forever together. Our hearts ſeem'd to be 
form'd ſo perfectly one for the other, that we mutually 
communicated all our thoughts and all our affairs. I 
may affirm that we were a model of the moſt exalted 
friendſhip. I had not yet found a man more worthy 
of the great eſteem I formerly had devoted to lord 4x- 
minſter. There now was no void left in my ſoul. I 
have at laſt, would I often ſay to my wife, found a 
perſon, highly worthy of bearing the glorious name, - 
which ſo many others degrade. I ſhall live torever with 
lord Clarendon; and ſo great is the ſympathy of our 
ſouls, that twill be impoſſible for us to be angry one 
with the. other, at the ſame time. Each of us would 
ſtand ſtrictly on his guard on this occaſion, which is the 
only way to make friendſhip laſting. Lord C/arendon 
is of a ſteady, ſolid turn of mind, which deſpiſes all 
mean'and ſordid views. Ambition can never enzage 
him in any tranſaction, which interferes ever ſo little 
with the duties of friendſhip. He is even one of thoſe 
choice ſpirits, who ſympathize with their friends, when 
oppreſſed by ill fortune. All his ſentiments are ex- 
tremely noble: Himſelf, and all who think as he does, 
form, among rational creatures, a peculiar ſpecies. He 
has the art of entering into the thoughts and ſentiments 
of others, and the taſte of his friends is his taſte. Our 
- inclinations are the ſame in all 1eſpe&ts, and we have 
exactly the ſame way of thinking. The ſame things 
affect us both; we abhor double dealing, and deteſt all 
who mask their ſouls. We have nothing.to reproach 
ene another with; and neither calumny nor ſl.nder = 
ry : | a ble 


able to leſſen our mutual eſteem. We love virtue; and 
ſhould ſooner openly hate than diſſemble with one ano- 
ther. Our tempers are free from every thing of a cri- 


tical, ſowre turn; and if we riſe to anger, the only. 


object of it is the infincerity of mankind, Our beha- 
viour is eaſy, and every thing of a ſevere, melancholy 
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| caſt is baniſh'd from it. Our commerce is tender and 


free; Our friendſhip is naturally gay, eaſy, and chear- 


ful. I beheld in lord C/arendon a faithful image of my 


ſelf. He is always preſent to me when abſent; and 
there is not the leaſt ſhadow of flutery between us. 
Our friendſhip is built on the moſt laſting foundation, 
becauſe virtue is the baſis of it. What, my deareſt 
Fanny, can be more delightful, than to poſſeſs a friend 
towhom we may ſpeak as to ourſelves? Is not the plea- 
ſure we receive from any happy incident greatly in- 


creas'd, greatly heighten'd, when we are bleſt in 4 


friend, who is no leſs affected with it than ourſelves? 
And how comfortable is it, when any ſiniſter accidents 
befal us, to enjoy a perſon who is no leſs griev'd at 
them than we ourſelves are? All other things which 
may be wiſh'd for in life have their reſpective uſes, but 
then they have but one. Riches enable us to live in 


ſplendor, credit, and authority, and raiſe us higher in 


the world; dignities and employments gain us praiſe, 
when we fill them with juſtice; and very often pro- 
cure us encomiums very unjuſtly. Love gives us a de- 
light, which has been infinitely encreaſed ſince our re- 
conciliation, Health preſerves the body from pains 
and diſeaſes, and enables us to at: But friendſhip, 
heavenly friendſhip, is of ſervice on all occaſions. 'Tis 
felt in all places, and is never unſeaſonable. For ever 


chearful and never importunate, it heightens the plea- - 


ſure, the beauty of proſperity ; and leſſens the weight 
of afflictions by dividing them. To live unbleſt with 
friends, cannot be call'd living. Says my wife, I 


am overjoy'd at the ſatisfaction which lord Clarendon's 
correſpondence gives you. His friendſhip will over- 
pay the calamities into which the traitor Gelin involv'd_ 
us; and our love will increaſe the ſweets of the friend-. 
ſhip which unites you 'to that nobleman. 1 

| there- 
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therefore, my dear Mr Cleveland, the precious ſriend. 
ſhip of a man who juſtly merits all yot can beſtow ; 
thrice happy both, to find ſo reciprocal, fo perfect a 
harmony in your ſouls! the pleaſure I taſte in the con- 
verſation of Mrs Lallin and Mrs Bridge, is no leſs ex- 

uiſite than that which lord Clarendos indulges you. 

he care of improving the minds of our children and 
my niece, will form one of my molt agreeable employ. 
ments. Firmly perſuaded that I poſſeſs entirely your 
arab methinks nothing can ever more diſturb my fe- 
icity. WS: | 

I was ſo delighted with the ſociety of lord Claren. 
don, that tho' I bad reſolv'd to ſtay no longer in Rouen, 
till ſuch time as I ſhould meet with an opportunity of 
eroſſing with ſecurity into Eng/and, nevertheleſs the 
months and years ſlid away inſenſibly till 1674. As 1 
was one day diſcourſing with that nobleman, I intreat- 
ed him to relate to me the hiſtory of his diigrace ; and 
as he was always proud to oblige his ſriends, he grati- 
fied my curioſity with the following account. 
Nothing remarkable, ſaid he, befel me in my youth, 
and I was educated in a manner ſuitable to my birth. 
Fortune, who was determin'd to make me her ſport, 


|  procur'd-me very early the favour of king Charles Il. 


who rais'd me to the higheſt poſts in the government. 

his king, a little after his reſtoration, heightned the 
ſplendor of my employments of prime miniſter, and 
of lord high chancellor, by giving me the title of earl 
of Clarendon. Thus ſurrounded with honours, I thought 
myſelf bleſt with the ſmiles of a monarch, whoſe ad- 
mirable condu in the beginning of his reign, juſtly 


won him the affection of his ſubjects. Adverſity is the 


beſt ſchool for princes; and king Charles had ſpent 
many years in it. His firſt actions confirm'd the pub- 
lick in the advantageous idea they had entertain d of 
his character; for he ſeem'd to poſſeſs all the virtues 
which finiſh the goad monarch, and the great hero. 

Wholly attentive to his ſubjects eaſe and happineſs, he 
fignaliz'd his return to his dominions, by granting a 
general pardon to all perſons concern'd in the late un - 
natural rebellion; forbidding, upon certain penalties, 
3 1 any 
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any one to reproach thoſe who had been concern'd in 


it. None were excepted out of this general pardon, 
but the forty-nine judges who had paſs'd ſentence on 
his unhappy father. Nothing could poſſibly have been 
better calculated, to make the intereft of the king in- 


ſeparable from that of the people; for this union 


ſtrengthens the authority of the ſovereign, and makes 
people happy. TI was perpetually exhorting the king to 
continue in diſpoſitions ſo truly worthy a monarch, 
and at the ſame time, ſo neceflary and advantageous to 
himſelf. He never ſpoke to me of his ſubjects but in 
the moſt tender terms. I imagin'd him ſincere, and 
poſſibly he was ſo then; ſo that I always liſtned with 
delight to the repeated aſſurances he gave me of it. 
He ſeem'd to have the higheſt regard for the church of 
England, (which however was merely ſpecious 3) and 
being firmly perſuaded that the kingdom would never 
enjoy peace, ſolong as the ſeQaries ſhould be tolerated, 


I embrac'd all the opportunities my employment gave 


me, to inſpire the king and parliament with real fears, 
by informing them of authentick facts, in order to 
prompt them to quite ruin the ſectariſts. 2 
Bat don't imagine that I was fired with a fanatical 

ſpirit, a ſpirit of perſecution. The converſations we 
have formerly had together, may convince yon, that I 
have a more humane way of thinking; but thoſe who 
prefide at the helm of government, are ſometimes 


forced to commit certain actions, they themſelves dif- 


approve, in order to preſerve the peace of the nation. 
'Tis a great unhappineſs for a prince to be reduced to 
ſo fatal a neceſſity, but 'tis too often an unavoidable 
evil. Had my counſels been follow'd, à great num- 
ber of diſorders would have been prevented, Which 
will certainly break out under this reign. | However, 
the king was far from approving my ſentiments on this 
head. The parliament, which was entirely at his de- 


votion, granted him an authority, the bare demand of 


which had brought his unfortunate father to the ſcaf- 
fold. Encouraged with this ſucceſs, he reſolv'd to re- 
venge his father's death on the Scots. I uſed all my 
endeavouts to ſoften his. reſolutions, from motives of 
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policy, honour,” and neceflity. I ſet before him the 
fatal effects which would reſult from: ſo ill- concerted a 
revenge. The promiſes of a+ prince, would I ſay to 
him, ought to be ſacred: If you once break theſe, 


you'll plunge your ſubjects into deſpair, and loſe their 


confidence. Faction will again be authoriz'd to unite 
all her heads, by the dread of living under a faithleſs 
ſovereign ; and by the perpetual fear of being facrifc'd 
to the caprice of a tyrannical government. The ven- 
geance, royal fir, you would take is lawful; but then 
it would be proper for you to ſatiate it by infenſi»le 


degrees. The Presbyterians, whom Oliver had affect. 


ed to protect, with no other view but to enable him- 
ſelf to gain his deteſtable ends, deſerve, upon account 
of their ſeditious behaviour, to feel: the moſt dread{ul 
effects of your reſentment. But, royal fir, times are 
chang'd; and 'tis your intereſt to pleaſe thoſe very 
Presbyterians, fince they are now perhaps your moſt 
faithful ſubjects. My reaſons made ſo deep an impreſ- 


ſion on his majeſty, that he at laſt y ĩelded to them. 


This monarch was advis'd not to take off the laviſh 
yoke which his father had laid on that nation; a ſcheme 
that was projected by people, whoſe ſole aim was to 
ſooth the king's paſſions. ?T'was with the utmoſt diffi- 


culty that I diverted the king from ſo cruel a reſolution. 


However, at laſt, my counſels, and thoſe of the earl 
of Lauderdale, triumph'd over the pernicious deſigns of 


_ thoſe indiſcreet, not to ſay diſaffected, flatterers. On the 


other ſide, if the Scots recover'd no more than the empty 
title of an independent kingdom, I managed things fo 
well, that they were ſenſible of only part of their loſs. 
However, in ſpite of all my counſels, the marquis of 
Argyle was ſentenced to die, as having been an accom- 
plice in king Charles the firſt's death. Twas alſo againſt 


my advice that the king ſold Danlirt to France, to 


compenſate for the prodigious ſums he had laviſh'd 


away upon his miſtreſſes: and yet, I myſelf was charg'd 


with all the odious circumſtances of this .affair, and 
was fatyriz'd upon that account in ſeveral pieces, in 
which, indeed, the king's laſcivious conduct was paint- 
ed juſtly enough, tho' poſſibly in too ſtrong — 16 
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I alſo wasrvery ſollicitous to promote another pro- 
ject, which, however, was not ſucceſsful. I was of 
opinion, that it would be abſolutely neceſſary to leſſen 
the power of the Presbyterians, and of all the Non- 
conformiſts in general; and accordingly took ſuch 
meaſures for that purpoſe as] judged infallible. Hav- 
Ing diſcovered a plot which was carrying on in ſome 
counties againſt the government, I gave advice of it 
to the; king and parliament ; and communicated to 
both houſes the names of the accomplices, the mea- 
ſures' they had taken, and their cabals. I intreated 
them to diſconcert the project of the mutineers, and 
to reſtare the kingdom to a wiſh'd- for - tranquillity. 
This was endeavoured in the act of uniformity, by 
which all perſons were commanded. to adhere to the 
liturgy of the church of  Eng/and. But as the views 
of his majeſty were different from mine, becauſe the 
Roman Catholicks were likewiſe by this means ſubje& 
to the ſame penalties as the Presbyterians; he carried 
on certain private intrigues, with the myſtery of which 
I was wholly unacquainted. King Charles cauſed a 
petition to be preſented to himſelf, by which he was 
humbly entreated to keep the promiſe he had made in 
favour of toleration. This affair was propoſed to the 
council, but oppoſed by the biſhops and myſelf. The 
king, however, repreſented the engagements by which 
he was bound; and, accordingly, the act of tolerati- 
on paſt, and a proclamation was publiſhed to 'that ef- 
tet, which was the ſignal of my diſgrace. After this, 
not the leaſt regard was paid to me, and I was diſ- 
charged from the paſt of ſecretary of ſtate, in favour of 
Sir Bennet, my mortal enemy. Nevertheleſs, 
the houſe of commons ated ſo vigorouſly on this oc- 
calion, that they obliged king Charles to revoke pub- 
lickly his proclamation in favour of the ſectariſts. 
The court was extremely diſguſted at this ill ſuc- 
ceſs, and I immediately was blam'd for it. I was ſuſ- 
pected to have fomented the zeal of the commons, and 
I will confeſs that this ſuſpicion was juſtly enough 
grounded. But then the duty of my employment, the 
ſincere affection J bore the king: and the publick wel. 


fate 


en 


fare which I had ſtrongly at heart, had prompted me 
to take theſe ſeveral ſteps. However, not the leaſt re- 
gard was paid to theſe juſt motives. My deſtruction 
was reſolv'd; and the earl of Brifo/, who headed and 
protected the Nonconformiſts, had a ſoul baſe enough 
to become my accuſer; and accordingly he impeached 
me before the houſe of lords, of high-treaſon. The 
articles were, that I had endeavoured, by various ar- 
_ eifices, to make the king odious to his ſubjects; that [ 
had occaſioned the injurious reports which had been 
ſpread, with regard to religion, and his majeſty's pri- 
vate conduct: That I had adviſed the ſelling of Dun- 


 #irk, embezzelled the publick monies, made a fale of 


poſts and preferments, diminiſhed the revenue of the 
cuſtoms, and divided the profits with the parties con- 
cern'd. I had no other ſupport in this extremity, but 
my innocence ; and the proſecution ended to the 
ſhame of the informer, and the articles of impeach- 
ment were thrown out. The diſcovery of a conſpira- 
cy, in order to raiſe a general inſurrection, by the ma- 
chinations of Ludlow and Lambert, ought to have made 
the king ſenſible how juſt the counſel I gave him was. 
Still this did not prompt him to act with greater pru- 
dence ; on the contrary, he gave a looſe to his volup- 
tuous imagination; abandoned himſelf, without re- 
ſerve, to the utmoſt exceſſes of luxury, and to plex 
ſures altogether unworthy of a king: The pride of 
his miſtreſſes exhauſted his revenues, and reduced him 
to a moſt deplorable indigence. During his adverli'y, 
he had diſcovered all the talents requiſite for govern- 


ment; a penetrating mind, a ſound judgment, an ex. 


act knowledge of the intereſt and ſtate of the ſeveral 
powers of Europe: But proſperity corrupted all his 
good qualities, and he now was famous for nothing but 
his vices. _ 19 1 | 5 bo 
He broke with the United Provinces, and declared 
war againſt them, after divers acts of hoſtility, upon 
pretence of their having greatly prejudiced the traffick 
of the Engiiſh. There indeed was ſome truth in this 
pretence; but the true defign was, to ruin that com- 
monwealth,' in order to eſtabliſh Popery in England = 
Gi! © 
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the moſt ſolid foundation. This he had projected with 
Lewis XIV ; and as I could not be entirely ignorant 


of their fatal intrigues, I refuſed to ſign the reſolution 
of the council, with regard to the war with Holland. 


Ine earl of Southampton refuſed alſo; but I was obli- 


ged ſoon after, to deſire, in the king's name, the con- 
currence of the Parliament, in order to continue with 
vigour, a war which had been carried on againſt my 
advice. The firm perſuaſion that it would be of pre- 
judice to the nation, had made me diſapprove it: But 
now the ſame motive, and the king's honour, inclined 
me to urge the continuation of it. | 

In 1665, a plot was diſcovered that was carried on 
by the Republicans, who attempted to raiſe a general 

inſurrection, by the aſſiſtance of the enemy. The 
| Presbyterians endeavoured to perſuade the publick, 
that they had no manner of hand in this conſpiracy ; 


| | and that all the odium of it ought to be thrown upon 


the Fanaticks. As they could not deny the fact, they 
aſſerted that *twas at moſt but a project, which could 
not be of dangerous conſequence. artes I knew 
the whole ſecret of the intrigue; and was certain that 
a great number of Presbyterians had engaged in it. I 
was befides perſuaded, that a rebellion. ought always 
to be craig in embrio. Accordingly I exerted my 
ſelf with vigour, in order to engage the parliament to 
paſs a ſevere bill againſt the Nonconformiſts; and that 
time I had the ſatisfaction to humble thoſe reſtleſs di- 
ſturbers of the publick peace. However, they took a 
very cruel revenge, by burning to aſhes the greateſt 
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part of the city of London. I am firmly perſuaded, that 


the ſectariſts, particularly the Papiſts, were the chief 
perpetrators of this guilt; and poſſibly the k and 
the d—— of 77— could have nam'd the authors of it. 
But I was not allow'd to penetrate into this affair; 
and the king began to protect the Papiſts ſo openly, 
that the nation was alarm'd at it. 3 
The ignominious peace which he ſoon after con- 
cluded with the Dutch, ſerv'd as a pretence to my diſ- 
grace. The real motive of the king's concluding it, 
was, that he might have an opportunity of * 


* 
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the monies rais'd for the continuation of the war, in 
his riotous exceſſes. The whole nation made the 
ſtrongeſt complaints, on that account, The infamous 
diſſolution which reign'd in the court was made pub- 
lick, and a great number of ſatires were printed on 
that occaſion. | | 
I now had been a long time inſupportable to the 
king as well as to the courtiers. I was not born with 
diſpoſitions neceſſary for. perſons who would raiſe them- 
ſelves in ſo corrupt a court as that of king Charles. 
Altho' I, appear to you of a very placid behaviour, I 
yet am very ſevere againſt vice. I am naturally fin- 
cere ; ſo that 1 ſometimes-»made the freeſt, and, per- 
haps, too harſh remonſtrances to his majeſty. I diſco- 
vered, even in his preſence, the utmoſt contempt for 
his miſtreſſes, and his low minded favourites, I like- 
wiſe gave him umbrage upon another account, and 
that was my ſetting every engine at work to ruin the 
Roman Catholicks, at the ſame time that his majeſty did 
all that lay in his power to raiſe them. I may, with- 
out the imputation of vanity, sſſure you very ſincere- 
ly, that I had done the king the greateſt ſervices; and 
that I often endeavoured to do him ſeveral of till 
greater importance, in ſoite of himfelf, Twill be no 
ſatire, when I affirm cat my ſervices were forgot as 
ſoon as receiv'd. Ingratitude, a crime that is too fre- 
quently found in crown'd heads, is but too conſpicu- 
ous in Charles II. He poſſeſſes but very few of the 
moral virtues ; he imagines that honour and probiiy 
are merely che reſult of natural diſpoſition ; and thit 
in:ereſt is the only rule and ſtandard of man's conduct. 
Fully perſuaded here is no ſuch thing as a fincere 
friendſhip, he thinks himſelf impower'd to diſpenſe 
with the common laws of gratitude. | 
In conſequence of this principle, he reſolv'd I ſhould 
fall a victim to the univerſal deteſtation he had drawn 
upon himſelf by his debauchery, and the wrong tteps 
he had taken; and to recover the good opinion of the 
people, by my fall, he was determin'd to make me an- 
{wer for the ſale of Dunkirk. Accordingly, he ſpread 
a malicious inſinuation, viz. That to my intrigues and 
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ſenting faithfully to his 9 miſtreſs the inzultice 
of ſuch a divorce; and ſhe being a lady of great vir- 
tue, immediately ſuppreſs'd the ambitious notions ſhe 
before had entertain'd. I afterwards advis'd her to 
make choice of ſome nobleman, whom ſhe might marry 
without having any cauſe to reproach herſelf; and ac- 
cordingly ſhe join'd herſelf-in wedlock to the duke. of 
Richmond. The king immediately wreak'd bis venge- 
ance againlt the new-married couple; he baniſh'd em 
the court, -and from that moment ſet every engine at 
work to deſtroy.me, :-.. ., i 4ix bas 
Princes never fail to meet with flatterers, thoſe peſts 
of courts, who endeavour to foment or juſtify their 
moſt ſhameful paſſions. That of king Charles abound- 
ed with thoſe inſipid, groveling courtiers, who ridi- 
cul'd the gravity with which I always appear; a cha- 
racter that was born with me, and which ſeem? * 

ECT» 
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and till more haughty, when an univerſal de- 
vition reigns. I ſaw myſelf expos'd to the moſt (c- 
vere ſtrokes of raillery, and the moſt malicious turn 
was given to my actions, tho? ever ſo innocent. 1 
was - ambition and pride, vices whoſe ty. 
ratiny T have never experienc'd. They reviv'd the 
oppoſition I had made to Popham's defign of aug- 
menting the revenues of the crown, and to various 
other projects for 'eſtabliſhing deſpotick power. By 
theſe my fidelity became ſuſpected. The Roman Ca- 
tholicks, who, by his majeſty's favour, had gain'd the 
upper hand, conſider d me as an implacable enemy of 
their religion; for which reaſon they did all that lay in 
their power 'to haſten my ruin. The only friend who 
now flood by me in this unhappy juncture, was the 
earl of Southampton, lord high-treaſurer ; and not long 
Fe this, death ſnatch'd him from the world. This 
zobleman had been ſo generous, as to give the moſt 
3 teſtimony of my integrity, before the whole 
uncil. As my enemies endea vour d to repreſent my 
adminiſtration in the moſt odious light, lord Sourh- 
amptes told them, that my fall would inevitably drag 
after it that of the church of Zng/and, and of the laws 
and rr of the nation. I do not mention this 
incident out of vanity, but only to ſhow, the irrepa- 
rable loſs 1 ſuſtain'd, by the death of ſo faithful, fo 
xealons and generous a friend. Soon after this, the 
management of the treaſury was committed to Sir 
Thomas Clifford, and other commiſſioners. 1 was re- 


moved from the chancellor's ſeat, and Sir Orlando 


Bridgman ſucceeded me in it; but the vengeance 
which the W. and his favourites meditated, was not 
yet ſatiated. They ſpirited up the houſe of commons 
againſt me, who thank'd the king for diſmiſſing me; 
and king Charles, on the other fide, promis'd the 
houſe never to let me enjoy any publick employment 
for the future. He himſelf did not even ſcruple to 
charge me with male-adminiftration ; but it's very well 
known in England, that all honeſt, impartial perſons, 
were greatly mock'd at his conduft on this occaſion. 
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I was impeach'd before the houſe. of commons, of 
ſeveral crimes, viz. of having advis'd the king to lay 
aſide parliaments, and to reign in an abſolute manner; 
of having been ſo inſolent as to publiſh that the king 
was a Roman Catholick; of having accepted conſidera- 
ble ſums of money, upon condition to paſs certain pa- 
tents in oppoſition to the ſtatutes, and for raiſing the 
uſual price of wine; of having diverted; the courſe of 
juſtice from its natural channel, by decrees contrary to 
the laws of the kingdom; that by my orders, and 
without obſerving the formalities preſerib'd, ſeveral 
of his majeſty's ſubjects had been baniſh'd to the V. 
Indies; that, by virtue of this deſpotick authority, 
others had been ſummon'd to appear before the coun- 
cil, to give in an eſtimate of their poſſeſſions 3 that L 
had called in queſtion the charters of a great many 
companies, and forc'd them to pay large ſums, in ot- 


der to have em renew'd. That after the death of the 


late king, 1 had held a correſpondence with Oliver, 
and his adherents ; and had introduc'd an arbitrary 
form of goverument into the American colonies 3 that 
I had caus'd the project, of conquering the French ſet- 
tlements in that part of the world, to miſcarry ; and 
that it was wholly owing to my counſel that Dunkirk 
had been fold ; and, finally, that in the laſt war I had 
betrayed his majeſty, and diſcover'd his ſecrets to the 
enemy. „ 
Nothing could be more palpably falſe, than all theſe 
accuſations; and, nevertheleſs, the houſe of commons, 
brib'd by the emiſſaries of the court, impeach'd me of 
high-treaſon, at the bar of the houſe of lords, and de- 
fired I might be committed to the Tower. However, 
the peers were determin'd not to judge from flight 
ſuſpicions, and accordingly demanded to ſee all the 
proofs of the ſeveral articles with which I was charg d. 
This diverſity of opinions of the lords and commons 
would have been attended with very fatal conſequences, 
had not the king, who was conſcious of my innocence, 
granted me the liberty to leave the kingdom. Imme- 
diately aſter this, I no ſooner ſettled my private affairs 
in England, but I eroſsd the fea, and came to Or- 
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leans, where T had the happineſs to meet with you, 
and to contract the ſtrict friendſhip which hitherto his 
not been interrupted in any manner, and which, I 
hope, will be as laſting as life. Tat laſt am come to 
Rouen, with a deſign there to end my days, which be- 
Zin already to be burthenſome to me. 
This ſad ſtory, the moſt eſſential circumſtances of 
Which I have related, rais'd a great number of refleQi- 
ons in my mind, with regard to the inconſtancy of 
Fortune, and the depravity of the human heart. I 
cou'd not forbear communicating part of them to lord 
Clarendon, the day after, finding him very penſive. 
The relation you gave me yeſterday, ſaid I to him, of 
your life, and the cruel ingratitude of the king, with 
regard to you, after your great and important ſervices, 
recall'd to my remembrance many ideas I formerly en- 
'tertain'd, which reflect no great honour on mankind, 
and wou'd almoſt make me doubt the truth of the 
_ Chriſtian religion, You may have obſerv'd, my lord, 
ever fince J have had the honour to know you, that 
my grand principle was a certain virtue, which ap- 
pear d to me common, in a great meaſure, to all the 
various nations in the world; at leaſt, to all thoſe 
with whom I am acquainted. As I had frequently 
heard of the beauty, the purity and holineſs of the 
_ Chriſtian religion, I ee a very advantageous 
idea of it; I ardently defir'd to live in a country, 
whoſe inhabitants might profeſs it, in hopes that I 
mould ſee their conduct regulated by the pureſt max- 
ims, and that their virtue would be infinitely more en- 
lightned, than that general virtue which I had hither- 
to made my ſtudy. But, to deal frankly, my lord, 
ſince the ſtory you have told me, and certain incidents 
in which I myſelf was concern'd, I perhaps have ſeen 
more injuſtice and diſſoluteneſs among Chriſtians, than 
In the countries inhabited by ſavages. How cou'd 
Chriſtians be guilty of the enormities you related to 
me yeſterday ! Was it a king, whoſe duty it is to go- 
vern according to the precepts of Chriſt, that perſecu- 
ted you with ſo much inlincerity, ingratitude and ſe- 
verity! I have had my ſhare of reading, as well as of 
tra- 
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travelling; but never met with ſo great a depravation 
of manners, even among the barbarous nations, with 
whom I was oblig'd to ſpend a conſiderable time. I 
never perceiv'd, that cannibals perſecuted their friends, 
and ſet every engine at work to ruin em. Alas! my 
lord, there either muſt be but a very ſmall number 
of real Chriſtians, or the maxims of the religion they 
profeſs muſt be extremely difficult, not to ſay impoſſi- 
ble, to put in practice. Before, I was bewilder'd and 
loit in the ideas I had form'd to myſelf of the inſuffici- 
ency of philoſophy ; I plainly perceiv'd, by the con- 
verſation IL have had with Mr de Groot and you, that 
this ſtudy did not clear up certain perplex'd and gloo- 
my thoughts, which crouded perpetually in my mind. 
1 found, indeed, that the Chriſtian faith ſcatter'd theſe 
clouds; but then, what am I to conclude, when [ fee 
perſons, who call themſelves Chriſtians, ſo wretched- 
ly corrupted in their principles! Don't extend your 
reflections farther, dear Cleveland, ſaid the earl, in- 
terrupting me, I eafily conceive what you wou'd ſay 
| farther on this head. Perplex yourſelf no longer with 
regard to the king's ingratitude to me, for I have 
reap'd much greater, advantage from it than you may 
imagine. After having paſs'd thro' ſuch a ſeries of ca- 
lamities, it is time for me to prepare for death. I was 
deeply fix'd in that thought when you came in; but 
you wou'd do me a great injury, ſhould you imagine 
that my diſgrace ſuggeſted it. I will confeſs to you, 
that, ſo long as there was a probability of my being 
ſuſpected to be guilty of infidelity and male-admini- 
ſtration, (tho? I found my conſcience pure on that oc- 
caſion) my fall appear'd to me in the molt dreadful 
light. But no ſooner had. the greateſt part of the na- 
tion acknowledg'd my innocence, than [I roſe from a 
ſtate of ſadneſs and diſcontent, to a calm which, tho? 
not altoge: her ſo ſweet at firſt, is now infinitely charm- 
ing to me; knowing how much it is the duty of a 
Chriſtian to think ſeriouſly of his condition. In fine, 
it's in this ſelf recollection I was more ſenſible than 
ever, (and I found the higheſt ſatisfaction on this oc- 
cCaſion) that among the various religions one only can 
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be true. Now, without deſcending to an enquiry 
which I leave to divines, I am convinc'd in the'ſtrong- 
eſt and moſt ſolid manner, that this religion can be no 
other than that of Chriſt. You poſſibly may be in- 
duc'd to imagine, that I was prompted to this belief 
merely from education; but I can aſſure you tis other- 
wiſe ; and that, notwithſtanding the multiplicity of 
affairs in which I have been engag'd, I yet always de- 
voted ſome hours to the improving my mind in the 
principles of the Chriftian religion. A Mahometan, 
indeed, may declare the fame; he has his Alcoran, 


whoſe commands he poſſibly may obey more implicit. 


ly, than moſt Chriſtians do thoſe of their Bible. But, 
leaving to divines the ſolu ion of theſe doubts.— My 
lord, replied I, there is not the leaſt occaſion for this; 
1 do not entertain one with regard to the Chriſtian re- 
ligton ; I am a Chriſtian ; it is my glory, and I expect 
my whole felicity from the principles which I profeſs, 
However, I will own, that the ſtory you have related, 
exaſperates me highly againſt the Chriſtians. You'll 
find, replied my lord, by what I can obſerve to you 
preſently, that this ought not to prejudice you againſt 
the faith itſelf. I was going to obſerve, when you in- 
terrupted me, that every part of the ſacred writings 
invite to virtue, and to theſe we are daily exhorted. 
_ Hence tis manifeſt, that we muſt not impute the de- 

pravity of Chriſtians to the religion they profeſs out- 
wardly ; but to their not ſtudying thoſe ſublime truths, 


as well as to their corrupt hearts. Our depravity | 


prompts us to evil, and we follow its dictates with 
much greater pleaſure, than che precepts of the Gol: 
pel, and the urgent impulſes of conſcience, We muk 
not therefore wonder, that there are ſo many enor- 
mous vices among Chriſtians. Tis man who takes 
wrong ſteps, and deſpiſes the laws of his Creator; and 
yet would he but follow 'em, he then would walk 
right. He then would pay to God, ſo far as his weak- 
. neſs will permit him, all the ſervice, honour and obe- 
dience, which are due to him ; and will behave in a 
proper manner towards his ſuperiors and inferiors. If 


a man ſwerves but ever ſo little from theſe juſt m_— 
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he plunges himſelf into the moſt dangerous ſtate, with 
regard both to foul and body. As you are not very 
far advanc'd in years, you will ſee that-our king, hav- 
ing deviated from the good principles he entertain'd, 
at leaſt in outward appearance, in the beginning of 
his reign, now making a pretty open confeſſion of the 
Popiſh religion, and having abandon'd himſelf to a ſett 
of ſpiritual directors, who let him riot in exceſſes of 
every kind, in order to compaſs their ends; you will 
ſee, I ſay, the king plunged into Rill greater exceſſes, 
and into a ſtate of miſery, which, no doubt, will ex- 
cite compaſſion, though he brought it wholly upon 
himſelf.—I underſtand perfectly all you ſay, replied I 
to lord Clarendon, interrupting him. For theſe two 


| years, I have re-ftudied the Scriptures with the utmoſt 


attention; I found in them what our friend Mr de 
Groot aſſur'd me I ſhou'd;z and am fully convinc'd of 
the great truths, which the word of God teaches. I 
believe I have made ſome progreſs in the knowledge 
neceſſary to all who labour at their ſalvation, and I 


' endeavour to bring up my children and young Bridge 


in them. As the Bible is the only ſource of my be- 
lief, I leave and contemn all the explications with 
which the pride of man has encumber'd it. Having 
found that the doctrine of the church of England 
agrees exactly with what the Spirit has reveal'd, I am 
determin'd to enter into that communion. Poſſibly, 
ſome few little ceremonies in it might juſtly be laid 
aſide ; but then, as theſe don't any way interfere with 
the tenets of faith, I am very eaſy on that article. [ 
ſhould have been overjoy'd to join in that worſhip the 
inſtant I came into Eng/and ; but, my lord, the ſtory 
you have told me, has almoſt determin'd me to take 
ano:her reſolution, and that is, to go in ſearch of 
Rumney- Hole, and there immure myſelf with my fa- 
mily. Yes, tis in ſome ſuch place I would ſpend the 


| remainder of my days. In this manner, tho' we ſhall 


not join in the outward worſhip, we yet ſhall ſerve 
God in ſpirit and in truth, to the utmoſt of our pow- 
ers; and this is the worſhip he requires. Does not 
your lordſhip think my reſolution ſuitable to the " 


— 
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of life I was brought up in? I don't envy the fplen- 
dours of a court; aſter I ſhall have taken poſſeſſion of 
lord Axmin/ter's eſtate, and added the wealth I alrea- 
dy enjoy; I need only obſerve proper economy, and 
then there will be ſufficient to ſupport our family to 
ſeveral generations. In that ſolitude I ſhall not be an 
eye-witneſs, much leſs an accomplice, any more than 
my children, of the treachery, the envy and diviſions, 
in which you are ſenſible the Chriſtians immerſe them- 
ſelves. I will endeavour to keep myſelf pure and un- 
polluted, and to educate my children in ihnocence, 
and in a perpetual fear of offending their Creator. Se- 
parated from, and unknown to mankind, I ſhall not 
ſhare in the general corruption. I yeſterday, indeed, 
was uncertain whether I ſhould devote myfelf to this 
way of life; but your ſtory, my lord, and an hundred 
reaſons more, make me believe, that it will be infi- 
nitely more proper for me to ſpend the remainder of 
my days in the deepeſt ſolitude. Is this a wiſe reſo- 
lution, and can it be ſo happy as to obtain your ap- 
probation ?. I conjure you to adviſe me; I will ftridt- 
ly follow your counſel on this occaſion, which I now 
am much more ſolicitous about, than when I conſult- 
ed you concerning my reconciliation with my wife. l 
have reap'd ſo much benefit by the latter, that I daily 
bleſs heaven for having procur'd me, during my fad 
Separation from Mrs Cleveland, two ſuch, judicious, 
ſuch intelligent friends, as you, my lord, and Mr de 
Groot. Methinks, my determining on the prefent oc- 
caſion, is of the utmoſt conſequence to my own wel- 
fare, and that of my family. Favour me then, I in- 
treat you, with your aſhſtance: I now am ready to 
embark for England, and will there follow the way of 
life you ſhall dictate to me; fully perſuaded, that you 
will propoſe nothing but what is juſt and honourable. 
As I was waiting for my lord Clarendon's anſwer, 1 
ſervant came to tell his lordſhip that a French nob'e- 
man deſir'd to ſpeak with him. I was for going away, 
but my lord taking me into another room, deſir'd me 
to ſtay there for him, he believing that this noblemen 
would not ſtay long 3 however, their PE 
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laſted much longer than bis lordſhip had at firſt ima- 
gin'd; but at laſt, the other going away, he came 
back to me; he told me, that this nobleman was a 
zealous Huguenot, who held a correſpondence with 
perſons of the greateſt diſtinction in England; and 
that ſome letters had been remitted him, of which he 
was come to give his lordſhip an account. His letters 
acquainted him likewiſe, that king Char/es incroach'd 
every day more and more on the liberties of the nat1- 
on; and that being aſſiſted therein by the king of 
France, there was great reaſon to fear, that the frame 
of the Engliſh government would be quite alter'd, 
and the nation reduc'd to the moſt abje& ſlavery : 
That the parliament and privy council were ſeldom 
conſulted about any thing; but that the opinion of 
the duke of 7ork, who ſupported the jeſuits on all oc- 
caſions, was only followid. It went on thus. As 
the duke knows perfectly well his brother's blind 
fide, he takes particular care to provide- him ſums, 
from time to time, to ſquander away upon his mi- 
ſtreſſes, and his mad carouſals; by which means the 
duke, whether preſent or abſent, governs and diſpoſes 
all things. But if the nation does not awake from its 
lethargy, *twill be abſolutely undone. 1 5 
The earl, at his reading theſe particulars, was pro- 
digiouſſy mov'd; ſo that I thought proper to leave 
him, finding he had occaſion to repoſe himſelf. 
As I earneſtly deſir'd to know the reſult of the earls 
pon him the next day to enquire 
after his health, for he had appear d very much deject- 


ed the night Before; but this I aſcrib'd to the ill news 


the marquis de R. had communicated to him. 
However, I found my lord tolerably chearful, but # 
little pale. My dear Cleveland, ſaid he to me, after 
the uſual compliments ; you have employ'd my thoughts 
the greateſt part of laſt night. Tis certain that the af- 
fair you ſpoke to me about is very delicate. Your reſo» 
lution of ſhunning all commerce with your fellow crea- 
tures, has ſomething ſpecious and even inviting in it. 
Educated in the principles of an univerſal morality, 


Which you very juſtly endeavour 4 reduce to the Chri- 
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tian ſyſtem, you are aſtaid of ſuffering yourſelf to be 


hurried away by the flood, which ſweeps along the 


greateſt part of mankind. But one thing is ſure, viz. 


that man was form'd by nature for ſociety 3 and that 


we all ſtand in need of one another's aſſiſtance. Reflect 
ſeriouſly on this matter, and you will find it true. As 
the Creator has plac'd you on the earth, twas with the 
deſign that you ſhould aſſociate with your own ſpecies, 
I will confeſs that mankind are greatly deprav'd, but 
ſtill the corruption is not ſo general as you may ima- 


Sine; your diſcernment, however, is ſo juſt, that 
you'll eaſily diſtinguiſh the virtuous from the wicked; 


after which you may ſelect a ſmall number of friends, 
to whom you may unboſom yourſelf. The ſtrict 
friendſhip that is between us, may convince you of the 


truth of what I affert. Twou'd be injuring our neigh- - 
bour, to believe that mankind without exception are 


deprav'd. Frequent thoſe moſt in whom you obſerve 
a good diſpoſition of mind, a ſolid virtue, a probity 
that reſiſts the ' ſtrongeſt temptations, a pure religion 
that agrees in all points with the Scriptures, for which 
Fam overjoy'd to ſee you entertain ſo great a reverence. 
I wou'd not adviſe you to ſeparate entirely from thoſe 


of a different perſuaſion from yourſelf; there, no doubt, 


axe a great number of good people in all religions, but 
then tis ſcarce; poſſible for perſons of a different com- 


munion, to converſe together without falling into diſ- 


putes, which lead to feuds, and theſe often end in 
treachery and malice, Weigh deliberately what I now 
tell you, and you will own that 'tis nothing but the 


truth. My opinion is therefore, that ſociety with 


our ſellow creatures is abſolutely neceſſary, from the 
order which providence has eſtabliſhed. Now the ex- 
terior worſhip of religion is no leſs ſa: Now this in- 


_ cludes preaching, and the adminiſtration of the ſacra- 


ments. You believe, that "tis enough to ſerve God 


In ſpirit and in truth, and that this is the worſhip he 


requires. This maxim is certainly very juſt, but then 
you evnfine it within too narrow limits; for to this 
outward worſhip you muſt jain the inward; you muſt 
be fully perſuaded of the truth of our my ſteries, and 
K | 3 4 employ 
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employ all your faculties in the contemplation of them 
The Goſpel is preached for two reaſons ; to inſtru 
mankind, and reform their errors. The ſcriptures are 
clear, but *tis neceſſary that they be explained to the 
vulgar, in order that they may comprehend the whole 
force of them. The ſinner is cenſured for his crimes, 
he is exhorted to become a new man, and inſtructed 
how to make himſelf ſuch. Farther, tis certain, that 
the ſacraments would not have been inftituted, had it 
not been neceſſary to frequent them; now yau would 
abſoluicly neglect them, ſhould you withdraw to a ſo- 
litude. Who can affirm, that your ſoul will always 
continue in its preſent happy condition? As your chil- 
dren, not having been baptiz'd, would not join, any 
| more than yourſelf, in the communion of the bleſle 
ſacrament, could you then call them Chriſtians? vou 
would grow negligent inſenſibly, and become like the 
ancient anchorets, whoſe ridiculous ſuperſtitions you 
blamed a few days fince. Let me then, dear Cle“σe- 
land, perſuade you to return to your native country 
and when you are arrived in it, avoid all correſpon- 
dence with the court. Settle in ſome large town, 
| where you may have an opportunity of giving your 
children a proper education. The confiderable fortune 
left them by your father-in-law will enable you to 
| marry them in a ſuitable manner; but above all, taka 
particular care who you marry them to. After you 
are quietly ſettled, conſult ſome able divine, who ma 
prove thoſe things to you in their full extent, whic 

L but barely hint at. To ſuch a one you may ſtart 
objections, in caſe you have any; for tis not with us, 
as with thoſe nations where the inquiſition is eſtabliſh- 
ed. We are permitted to declare our doubts, and ts 
maintain them, in order to enlighten our minds.— 
Such is the counſel I give you, and which I myſelf 
would follow, were your caſe mine. 

The earl ſtammer'd as he repeated theſe laſt words; 
he grew very pale, and almoſt fainted away: But ima- 
gining that reſt would be of great ſervice to him, I 
took my leave a little after, and went home. 
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I was in hopes, during ſome days, that the indiſps- 
fition of this excellent man would not be attended 
with fatal conſequences. However, he he grew weaker 
every day, and at laſt was brought ſo low, that *twas a 
Pain to him to ſpeak ; ſo that I had nat an opportunity 
of aſſuring him, that I was reſolv'd to follow his ad- 
vice in every particular, He died a little after, in his 
exile, in the cloſe of December, 1674, aged threeſcore 
and ſeven years. His wiſdom, his virtue, and merit, 
had been greatly conſpicuous, both in good and ill for- 
tune. Humble in proſperity, reſolute in adverſity ; 
his only enemies were thoſe who were friends to vice. 
He liv'd at Rouen, in the midſt of Papiſts and Eng lis 

Presbyterians, equally beloy'd and reſpected by both 
parties, notwithſtanding the animoſity he had breath'd 
againſt them in England. Tis certain however, that 
the only motive of his ſeverity againſt the nonconfor- 
miſts, was with no other view than to preſerve the 
peace of the nation, and no ways the effect of a per- 
ſecuting ſpirit. He had always diſcover'd the higheſt 
eſteem for men of probity and honour, abſtracted from 
their perſuaſions. The only reaſon of his inveteracy 
againſt the Papiſts as well as Presbyterians, was, be- 
cauſe both had attempted to ruin the church of Eng- 
land, and the conſtitution. The welfare of the pub- 
lick, therefore, obliged him to perſecute, not opinions, 
but thoſe who profeſs'd them ; becauſe they attempted 
to diſturb the government. By this means all impat- 
tial perſons, whether Presbyterians or Roman Catho- 
licks, who did not approve the frequent conſpiracies 
of their brethren, thought it an honour to do juſtice to 
his merit. _ | 
After paying a tribute of tears to the eſteem and 
* friendſhip of this illuſtrious nobleman, I prepar'd to go 
for England with my family, which by this time was 
l. my wife haying brought me a daughter. 
And there being now nothing that could longer engage 
my ſtay in Rouen, we embarked in a bad ſeaſon, viz 
the beginning of the year 1675. However, we met 
with a very favourable paſſage the firſt day; but about 
the miggle of the night a ſlorm aroſe, which continu d 
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all the day following. Our cables were broke to pieces, 
and our ſhip was long buffeted by the tempeſt ; ſo that 
for a Jong time our pilot did not know where he was. 
We were ſeveral times in danger of periſhing 3 but 
two days after a calm ſucceeded, when we diſcover'd, 
at ſome leagues from us, a country, . which however 
was quite unknown to us: This oblig'd our failors to 
caſt anchor till the next day. : 22 5-7 Ning 
As ſoon as morning appear'd, we perceiv'd a ſhip 
coming towards us, with all the fail ſhe could make, 
when I immediately defir'd ſome of our crew to take 
the long-boat, to enquire who ſhe was, and the name 
of the country which lay before us. They brought 
back word, that we were near the Engliſh coaſt, and 
that the veſſel was a collier. This revived us again, ſo 
that we put a little to ſeaward, in order to avoid the 
rocks which border on that coaſt, and make the ap- 
proaches to it very dangerous. However, we had 
ſcarce eſcaped this danger, but we fell into another 
for we diſcover'd at fome diſtance from us two men of” 

war, which advanced towards us full fail, We ſoon 
found them to be French privateers, who were in ſearch 
of Dutch veſſels, in order to make them their prize. I 
preſum d that we were in no manner of danger, becauſe 
the paſſengers were Engliſh, and friends to France, not 
to mention that our crew conſiſted wholly of French: 
men; but I was not yet acquainted with the execrable 
villainy of pirates, which however Elearnt too ſoon. 
Preſently they ſent to azk who we were? when Ian- 
ſwer'd, that I was an Engliſpman, and was going to the 
Britiſh court, as my paſsport prov'd. Notwithſtanding 
this, they pretended not to believe me, and according- 
ly declar'd, that if we did not ſurrender immediately, 
they would fink us that inſtant. Ate we then, faid I 
(deeply afflicted at theſe words) fallen again among 
 wretches as barbarous as the Fmerican ſavages? We 
muſt periſh, or ſubmit to the mercy of an inhuman 
_ conqueror ; moſt fatal extremity ! But let us ſurrender, 
 fince 'twill be impoſſible for us to make a reſiſtance. 
The villains did not allow me time to reflect, for the 
ſea being calm, one of their ſhips came up, lay along 
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fide of ours, and forc'd us aboard of their own. We 
met with the moſt barbarous treatment on this occa- 
non, and they would have ſeparated me from my wife, 
had they not at laſt been ſoftned by our cries and in- 
treaties. However, my fiſter-in-law, her daughter, and 
Mrs La/lin, were put on board the other ſhip; I did 
not hear a long time after what became of them, tho” 
J made the ſtrifteſt enquiry. | 5 
In this condition we were carried into Marſeilles, 
and I was oblig'd to pay a conſiderable ſum for our 
ranſom. I alſo was obliged to continue ſome weeks in 


7 


that harbour, before I could get an opportunity of paſ- 


ling ſafely into England. Aft laſt one preſented itſelf, 
and I arrived happily in the port of London, with my 
wife and two ſons, for my little daughter died in our 
&r{ paſſage. 1 Ps >» | | | | | 

I now was perpetually revolving the juſt and excel- 
lent advice lord C/arendon had given me; and I form'd 
to myſelf a way of life which appear'd to me very ad- 
vantageous. My paſſeſſions, as I have already ob- 
ſerv'd, were very conſiderable; and by the induſtry and 
probity of thoſe in whoſe hands they were left, they 
were inereas'd far beyond my expectations. I thete- 
fore was new Teſolv'd, to purſue the ſtudy of phileſo- 
- phy with moderation; to apply myſelf to the practice 
of a ſevere. morality; and to inſtruct my family and 
myſelf in the myſteries of ſalvation, which was of 
_ comfort to me, -againſt the ſiniſter accidents of 
+ I S. - | : 

I was no ways ſolicitous to appear at court; the idea 
whieh lord Clarendon had given me of the king, and 
#hoſe who ſurrounded him, determin'd me never to 
go near it. I had a ſineere affection for virtue, which 
Had always been the object of my reſearches, With 
this diſpoſition of mind, I was eaſily perſuaded that I 
mould ſoon diſpleaſe a ſet of people, who were wholly 
immerſed in riot and debauchery. I did not intend to 
+ reſide in London, but to remove into the country, and 
there ſpend the remainder of my days. 


However, as I was taking the proper meaſures __ 


putting my deſigns in exceution, the king had notice 
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of my arrival, and immediately after I was ſent for to 
court. Being come, the king gave me the ſtrongeſt 
teſtimonies of his eſteem, and called to mind with the 
greateſt pleaſure, the many hours of converſation he 
had been pleaſed to indulge me in, in France and in 
Spain. He took notice of the tender affection my 
grandfather had for me, and the prodigious uneafineſs 
my departure gave him. But bewailed, in a polite 
manner, the misfortunes which that. miſtaken tender- 
neſs had plunged me into. I told him the artifices 
which had been employ'd, in order to perſuade him 
that I had promis'd Mrs La/lin marriage. This was a 
good leſſon to him, as it hinted how difficult it is for a 
monarch to diſcover truth, becauſe he could ſee it no 
otherwiſe than by the repreſentation of perſons whe 
oftentimes find it their intereſt to deceive him. He 
ought to have concluded, from the example I ſet be- 
fore him, that *cis the duty of a king to examine thing 
ſtrictly himſelf, and not depend on the account of even 
his moſt faithful ſervants, ſo far from giving ear to all 
ſorts of people. But king Charles was not now in a 
condition, nor of a turn of mind, requiſite for the 
making of ſuch refleQions. | | 
He made me ſeveral obliging reproaches, with re- 
gard to my ſtaying ſo long before I came to court. To 
excuſe myſelf in ſuch a manner as might be worthy of 
the kind reception with which he honour'd me, Ire- 
plied, that as F had paſt through ſuch a ſcene of cala- 
mities, eſpecially after loſing my fiſter-in-law and her 
daughter, I was determin'd to lead, if poſlible, a calm, 
unruffled life in the midſt of my family, far remoy'd 
from the noiſe and hurry of courts. That my natural 
diſpoſition did not ſuit with them; that I was never- 
theleſs greatly obliged to his majeſty, for honourin 
me with ſo many marks of his eſteem; but that, as - 
would be impoſſible E could be of any ſervice to him, 
I beſought him to ſuffer me to live in retirement. 
That my inclination, and even my education, made it 
neceſſary for his majeſty to indulge me the favour I 
hambly interceded for. | | | 
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The king was ſurprized at this diſcourſe, and the 
glances he caſt at me, ſhew'd he did not approve my 
deſign. Perceiving this, I thought it was my duty to 
add, that in caſe I could be of any ſervice to his ma- 
je. I would freely ſacrifice my fortune, and even my 
life, to ſerve him z but that as J had no manner of idea 
of the affairs of ſo mighty a monarch, Ton the other 
fide could never prevail with myſelf to be as a meer 
courtier; and, befides, had not the talents requiſite 
for it. That the greateſt bleſſing his majeſty could pro- 
cure me, would be to let me lead a life of ſolitude; 
and therefore I again intreated him to approve of a de- 


ſign ſo laudable in itſelf, and ſo agreeable to my pre- 


{ent condition. 

After ſome moments filence, the king anſwer'd, that 
he would compenſate all my ſufferings, by procuring 
me a ſplendid, and at the ſame time an eaſy fortune. 
That he was bound in gratitude to take care of lord 
Axminſter's family, for the ſervices that nobleman had 
done him : That he would never forget the generoſity 
of ſuch of his ſubjects as had ſhar'd in his calamities ; 
that ſince it was in his power to acknowledge their 
ſervices, his beneficence ſhould be as boundleſs as theirs, 
He therefore deſired me to be near his perſon, declaring 
J ſhould ſoon experience, that proſpcrity had not made 
him forget his friends; that he had not forgot the zeal 
my. grandfather had ever diſcover'd for his intereſt ; and 
therefore would indulge thoſe favours to the grandſon, 
which his former ill fortune had not permitted him to 
beſtow on old Cleveland. 

- *Twas now impoſlible for me to reje& theſe kind 
offers, and therefore I told his majeſty, that I was 
ready to obey all his commands, and farther aſſur'd 
Him, that as I thought it glorious to be born his ſubject, 
I would make it my happineſs to obey him. However, 
I can aſſure the reader, that *twas with the utmoſt re- 


luctance Icomplied. Methought I heard lord Claren- 
dos cenſuring me for it; but how was it poſſible for 
me to act other wiſe? | 
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the chief perſons who compos'd it. In 
order to make the reader ſenſible of the 
met with in this new way of life, I be- 
lieve it may not be improper for me to give an idea of 
the perſons with whom J aſlociated. 

I obſerv'd in the king, a whimſical compoſition of 
good and ill qualities; great virtues, but much greater 
vices. © Had he not abandon'd himſelf to corrupt flat- 


terers, he would have been one of the greateſt mo- 
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narchs that ever {at on the Britiſb throne, His autho- 
rity was more abſolute than either the fundamental 
laws, or the good of the nation would allow. But 
then, the nation had given him this authority ; and 
almoſt every individual wore the yoke of it, without 
feeling the weight of, or repining at it. The king, af- 
ter having rid himſelf of the earl of Clarendon, a mi- 
niſter whoſe wiſdom, regularity, and ſeverity were ob- 
noxious to him, had plung'd into all the exceſſes of 
riot and debauchery. The court was now frequented 
by ſuch perſons only, as had a talent for refining on 
pleaſures, and carrying them to the moſt ſhocking ex- 
ceſſes. An univerſal depravation had overſpread men's 
minds, whence reaſon was quite ſhut out. 'The mo- 
narch was ſurrounded with a choſen band of intrepid 
 wretches, who were ready to execute the blackeſt 
crimes. A contempt of religion, a ſelf-oblivion, a vo- 
luntary blindneſs, with regard to the myſt common 
principles of honeſty; a low diſſoluteneſs, altogether 
unworthy of creatures who boaſt ever ſo little reaſon, 
form'd the character of theſe worthleſs perſonages. 
The king ſpent all his days in the moſt voluptuous ef- 
feminacy,' betwixt his miſtreſſes and hls favourites, 
who were ever furniſhing him with new ſcenes of de- 
bauchery. He had no regard for any thing, but ſacri- 
fic'd his honour, and ſquander'd his treaſures on Jaſci- 
vious women, who made him pay extravagantly for 
their favours, The courtiers plunder'd him on all ſides, 
and drein'd the treaſury, in order to appear with ſplen- 
dor; and do honour, as they ſpeciouſly term'd it, to 
their ſovereign. By this means the king was reduc'd 
to extreme indigence, fo that he ſhut up the treaſury, 
by the advice of fir Thomas Clifford. By the artifices 
of the ducheſs of Por:z/mouth, his favourite miſtreſs at 
that time, he ſold himſelf to France, and became the 
penſioner of that kingdom; weak, fearful, and ener- 
vated by pleaſures, he was incapable of ſupporting 
his enterprizes, and ever ready to ſacrifice his molt 
faithful ſervants, | 
His principal favourites were, the dukes of Bucking- 
Sam and Lauderdale; fir Themas Osborn, earl of 155 
* | ; Ys 
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by, afterwards duke of Leeds; fir Henneage Finch, lord 
keeper, and fir Fo/eph Williamſon, ſecretary of ftate. 
All theſe noblemen were ready to carry on ſuch mea- 
ſures as the king ſhould give into. 

Villars, duke of Buckingham, had long been the 
chief inſtrument of the king's pleaſures. The fruitful 
imagination of this man, (the very ſoul of whim) in- 
vented daily ſuch diverſions as reflected a great diſho- 
nour on the king. He poſſeſſed all the talents which 
form the great ſtateſman; but theſe became uſeleſs, 
and even dangerous, by the exceſs of his diſſoluteneſs, 
and his horrid impieties. Having neither religion, 
virtue, or friendſhip, he gloried in profeſſing the moſt 
abſolute atheiſm : 'twas he firſt corrupted the king's 
heart, He had introduc'd to that prince the celebrated- 
Hobbs, who, upon pretence of teaching him the ma- 
thematicks, inſpir'd him with his own ideas, with re- 
gard to religion and politicks. But at laſt Backingham 
made himſelf odious to the nation; ſo that the parlia- 
ment beſought the king to remove this dangerous mi- 
niſter from his councils. His favourite was near ex- 
piring when I appear'd at court; and he at laſt expe- 
rienc'd the inconſtaney of kings; for he was quite diſ- 
graced”; and being removed from the poſt of chancel- 
lor of the univerſity of Cambridge, the duke of Mon- 
mouth was elected in his room. : | 

Fortune was more conſtant to the duke of Lauder- 
dale. Altho' he was no leſs odious than his collegue, 
he yet found means to keep his employments, He 
was a Scotſman, and of ſo ſubtil a turn of mind as 
was proof againſt obſtacles and dangers. I ſoon faw 
into his character, notwithſtanding his great cunning 
and diſſimulation. He was bold even to intrepidity, 
ready at expedients, and exceedingly well skild in 
ſtate affairs. He did not conceal a natural heat, that 
was nearly allied to fury, and which made him formi- 
dable to all parties in which intereſt had engaged him. 
He ſeem'd at firſt a rigid Presbyterian, and fignaliz'd 
his zeal againſt the royal prerogative; but in 1647, he 
offer'd his ſervices to Char/es I. He was taken priſo- 
ner at the battle of Vorceſter, and did not obtain his 
| liberty, 
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liberty, till after the frame of the government was 25 
ter'd. He was one of the firſt who went to the 
Hague, and offer'd his ſervice to K. Charles IL; This 
nobleman had flatter'd himſelf with being able to eſta 
bliſh a deſpotick power in Scotland. Epiſcopacy hav- 
ing been reſtor'd in this kingdom, he became the 
greateſt perſecutor of the Presbyterians. In 1660 the 
king appointed him his high commiſſioner in that king- 
dom; and by his authority and intrigues, the aſſembly 
carried the royal ſupremacy higher than ever it had 
been known. Lauderdale arrogated to himſelf a pow- 
er above the laws, for which he had a ſanction from 
his majeſty. He nominated the privy-counſellors, and 
appointed ſuch perſons for judges who were at his de- 
votion. He only gave penfions, diſpos'd of places, 
and beſtow'd favours of every kind. He levied or ca- 
ſhier'd the troops, and executed all things with fo 
much ſeverity, that he ſeem'd to be a director of the 
moſt cruel inquiſition, rather than a miniſter, whoſe 
duty it was to make a people happy. -But notwith- 
ſtanding the zeal with which he endeavour'd to ſow 
the ſeeds of arbitrary power; he yet adhered to the 
Presbyterian principles, and deteſted as much as poſi 
ble the memory of king Charles I. and his partizans. 
How baſe, how hypocritical, how dreadful was this 
conduct! „ . ; 

Sir Thomas Osborn was born in Norkſbdire, He was 
appointed lord high treaſurer, in the room of lord 
. Clifford; and owed this employment to his genius, 
which was capable of any attempt; of raſhly carrying 
on any project; of removing obſtacles by ſolid expe- 
dients, which his inventive mind ſuggeſted to him on 
every occaſion. He gain'd all his majeſty's confidence, 
and maintained his poſt, in ſpite of the endeavours of 
the parliament, who took umbrage at the favour he 
was indulged. He was impeach'd of high crimes and 
miſdemeanors; but for want of ſufficient proofs, the 
proſecution was dropt. | 

Sir Henneage Finch, who had been appointed lord- 
keeper, in the room of lord Shaftsbury, and was after- 
wards lord high-chamberlain, was of a ſupple turn : 

min 
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mind, and gave impliciily into all the king's meaſures. 
Regardleſs of the publick welfare, he ſacrificed all 
things to preſent intereſt. He was, by his employ- 
ment, one of the firſt noblemen of the realm; and 
he ſubmitced to the meaneſt ations, to keep himſelf 
in his employment, | 
Williamſon reſembled him very much, and ſo was 
very fit for the employment of ſecretary of ſtate ; a 
poſt of ſuch confidence, that it was not proper to be- 
ſtow it on any other than a perſon wholly devoted to 
the king's will; and by that means capable of con- 
cealing the horrid myſteries of the government. 
I may truly zftirm, that I did not find ſo much-as 
one man of honour in the whole court. But how 
dreadful was it to me, to aſſociate with a ſet of corrupt 
people, who openly deſpis'd virtue, and gloried in 
vice ! 1 nevertheleſs projected a bold, and perhaps 
raſh deſign; that is, 1 dar'd to be virtuous, in the 
midſt of the general depravation of the court; and to 
this I owe the title of philoſopher, -which the king 
gave me. My wife had an employment under the 
queen, after which ſhe contracted a very great friend- 
ſhip with Mrs Elizabeth Cromwell, who was as much 
diſtinguiſhed by her extraordinary merit, as her father 
had been odious to the whole world for his hy pocriſy, 
his cruelty, and other vices. A commiſſion was given 
to my eldeſt ſon, and his younger brother was ap- 
pointed one of the king's pages. His majeſty, as a 
proof of the confidence he repos'd in me, appointed 
me a member-of the privy council, in ſpite of all the 
arguments I could uſe to diſſuade him from it. The 
| firſt time I took my ſeat in it, the members debated on 
the methods how to ſupply the king's neceſſities, and 
reſtore his credit and authority. They were greatly 
perplexed on this occaſion, when, at laſt, I propoſed 
the only thing that could be of real advantage to his 
| majeſty, which was, to recover the confidence of the 
parliament, by iſſuing out a proclamation againſt the 
Romiſh prieſts and jeſuits. The king had been us'd to 
this way of proceeding, for which he boaſted to both 
| houſes, (as he always had done) his great zeal for their 
intereſt, 


intereſt, and for the ſecurity of the church of Exg- 
land: But he was very inſincere on this occaſion; and 
as I had diſcovered the notions he entertained af reli- 
gion in general, 1 plainly perceived that his ſpeech was 
merely the effect of hypocriſy. I knew alſo, that his 
majeſty had embraced the Popiſh religion in Fontara- 
bia, and had always profeſs'd it ſecretly. I was like- 
wiſe ſenſible, that he had no ſooner receiv'd the ſacra- 
ment from the hand of a Proteſtant biſhop, but he 
would go and take it from a Popiſh prieſt. Such abo- 
minable principles of religion; ſo monſtrous a mixture, 
fill'd me with horror; and I would frequently mention 
them to his majeſty, with a liberty which the favour 
he indulged me ſeemed to authorize. However, my 
remonſtrances were all to no purpoſe, for the jeſuits 
had a ſupreme aſcendant over his mind, and allow'd 
him to ſport with religion, in order to obtain their 
ends by more ſecret, and for that reaſon, more ſecure 
methods. Twas impoſſible but ſome part of this muſt 
come to the ears of the nation ; and hence ic was, that 
the parliament gave him only fair words; and even 
went ſo far, as to make erquiry into the ſtate of the 
revenues and trade, which preſently alarm'd the whole 
court. a 


certed the king's deſign to advance the Popiffi religion, 
and increas'd the ſaſpicions people already entertain'd 
on that head. A French prieſt, Luzanci by name, ab- 
jured that religion, and, preaching in a Proteſtant 
church, made his apology in ſuch terms, as the riſing 
| zeal, and often ſelf-intereſted views of a proſelyte fre- 
quently ſuggeſt, There was in London a jeſuit, called 
father St Germain, who had a great ſhare in the king's 


confidence. This man went to Luzanci, and threat- 


ned to hire aſſaſſins to murder him, or get him con- 
vey'd back into France. The new convert, intimida- 
ted by theſe menaces, made a recantation, in writing, 
of the doctrines he had maintained in publick. This 
was complained of at the ſecretary's office, and after- 
wards in the houſe of commons. Lyzanci accus'd the 
jeſuit in the ſtrongeſt terms, and produced DO 
als 


An incident of a very ſingular nature quite diſcon- 
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al, containing ſeveral private circumſtances relating to 
his majeſty. This was not without foundation; for 
the jeſuit had been ſa imprudent as to reveal ſeveral 
things relating to the government, and among the 
reſt, that the king was a Papiſt ; that the court was de- 
termined to eſtabliſh an univerſal toleration, by which 
means all England would be ſubje& to the ſee of Rome, 
in leſs than two years. By the way, the jeſuits are 
ſeldom guilty of ſo much imprudence; fully perſuaded 
that to execute great affairs, great ſecrecy is required. 

This. affair made à conſiderable noiſe in Eng/and.' 
The Proteſtants were alarm'd, the fears of the court 
increas'd, in proportion to the ſuſpicions of the parlia« 
ment. Orders were given to proſecute father &: Ger- 
main with all the rigour which the nature of the 
crime, the profeſſion of the perſon accus'd, and the 
intereſt of religion requir'd. The king, in order to get 
clear of this troubleſome affair, feign'd, according to 
his uſual cuſtom, a prodigious zeal for the church of 
England; ſo order'd a proclamation to be publiſhed, 
promiſing a reward of two hundred pounds, for the 
taking of the jeſuit, who, by this time, was out of all 
danger. FT! 

At the ſame time, king Char/es's correſpondence 
with France was diſcovered. Twas declared, that the 
conqueſts of his moſt chriſtian majeſty in the Low- 
Countries would be fatal to the Proteſtant religion ; 
that king Charles would employ the power of Lerzwis 
XLV, in order to introduce Popery into Great Britain, 
as was viſible from the great condeſcenſion he ſhewed 
to France. Theſe things made the people murmur, 
and gave riſe to a numberleſs multitude of pamphlets, 
filled with adious truths; and alarmed the court ſo 
much, that I was afraid of ſome fatal revolution. In 
council, ſcarce any of the members were ever of my 
opinion; and J had the uneaſineſs to find myſelf the 
only perſon who ſpoke in favour of the publick good, 
My advice was never liſtned to, but when things were 
brought to the laſt extremity ; was always deſpiſed on 
all other occaſions ; and after the houſe of commons 
ame, at laſh into the court meaſures, IL was _— 
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of weakneſs and timidity. However, it was neceſſary, 


in order that ſome foundation might be given to theſe | 


vain triumphs, to give the princeſs Mary, eldeſt daugh | 


ter to the duke of 7574, in marriage to the prince of | 


4 


Orange. This match diffus'd a great joy over the whole 


kingdom; and I may take the liberty to aftirm, that 
the counſels I gave did not contribute a little to it; 
however, king Charles loſt all the advantages he might 
naturally have expected from them. The ſecret nego- 


_ ciation he carried on with France, in order to facrifice 


the intereſt of his allies to the ambition of Lewis XIV, 
were diſcovered; and therefore the court was obliged 
to have recourſe to new expedients. I myſelf hit up- 
on one which very much puzzled the houſe of com- 
mons ; for I propos'd to the council to conclude a 
league offenſive and defenſive with the States-General ; 
and my plan being approv'd, was put in execution ſoon 
after. -His majeſty, in conſequence of this, went to 
the parliament-houſe, to demand the ſubſidies neceſſary 


to ſupport his new allies. The commons were very 


ſenſible, that in caſe they granted the king the monies 


| he deſired, they would be all thrown away; and that 
if they refuſed, his majeſty might then juſtly continue 


inactive, and ſo the parliament would be reſponſible 
for the progreſs the French arms might make : Never- 
theleſs, they ſhewed ſnch a firmneſs and reſolution 28 


quite diſconcerted the council. They were urgent 
With the king to declare war with France, whillt |, 
on the other fide, ſupported, to the utmoſt of my pow- ' 
er, the addreſs of the commons. The houle afterwards 


impeached the miniſtry, and beſought the king to re- 
move eſpecially the duke of Lauderdale. This addrels 


made the king loſe all moderation; and, in order to 


ſtrike a terror, he immediately rais'd an army of thirty 
thouſand men. we 

Whilſt it was levying, Van Lewen, envoy of the 
States. General, arriv'd in London. At his firſt audi- 


ence he acquainted the king with the reſolution his 
. Maſters had taken, to conclude a ſeparate peace with 
France, fince Great Britain refuſed them even the 
leaſt ſuccour ; and that his majeſty's conduct expoſed 


them 


majeſty to declare war, but all in vain ; for he treated 
privately with Monſieur Barillon, the French embal- 
{ador; and the negotiation was concluded, at the rate 
of four hundred thouſand pounds fterling.. The king 


would have entruſted me with the care of this negoti- 


ation; but finding it unjuſt, I found means to diſen- 
gage myſelf from it. [. G07 

At laſt, the king, notwithſtanding the variety of in- 
trigues he had carried on, could not compaſs his ends. 
The commons would have disbanded the forces, and 
even aſſign'd a fund for their pay to a certain time; 
but the court did not think that proper. The only 
pretence of maintaining 'em, and of obtaining ſubſi- 
dies, was in the view of concluding an offenſive league, 
which was negotiated very happily by Sir William 


Temple. But this was done merely with the view of 


impoſing on the nation, fince Lewis XIV. knew very 


well beforehand, that he had no occaſion to be under 


any apprehenſions from this league. Nevertheleſs, the 
affair was tranſacted with ſo much cunning, that moſt 
people thought the peace of Nimeguen was owing to it. 

At the ſame time a conſpiracy was diſcover'd, which 
very much alarm'd the whole nation. All the part L 
took in this affair, was founded on my inviolable at- 
tachment to the publick welfare, and my ſincere af - 
fection for the king's perſon, whoſe life was expos d to 
great dangers, I ſhall lay open this myſtery as follows, 
obſerving however, that I ſhall deſcend to the parti- 
culars of this plot, for no other reaſon, than to pro- 
ceed, ſtep by ſtep, to the diſcovery of a melancholy 
incident relating to myſelf, which I am perſuaded will 
not be unſatisfactory to the reader. J/rael Tongue, a 
miniſter in London, addrefling himſelf to me, reveal's 
certain particulars relating to a horrid conſpiracy con- 
triv'd by the Roman Catholicks againſt the church of 
England, the government, and the king; terrified at 
this diſcovery, I diſclos'd it to his majeſty in a private 
conference, when I endeavour'd to make him ſenſible 
of the horror with which F was ſeiz d on this occaſion... 
The king ſeem'd aſtoniſh'd, but a moment after I re- 


mark's * 
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mark d ſuch an indifference as was not natural to him, 
and which made me ſuſpect he was not ignorant of the 
plot. Dr Toxgue finding the advice he gave neglected, 
ſuſpected, very probably, that I had not acquainted the 
king with it; and therefore engag'd one Kirkby, a 
chemiſt employ'd in his majeſty's laboratory, to pro- 
cure him an audience. Accordingly, he was order'd 


to be in the park by eight the next morning. The 


King was there, took the written memorial of the plot, 


and after peruſing it with an air of indifference, bid 


Longus addreſs himſelf to the lord-high-treaſurer. The 
anformer waiting upon that nobleman, told him, that 
the memorial he had preſented to the king, was the 
Eopy of a writing which had been thrown into his 
houſe by perſons unknown. Tongue return'd a few days 
after, and gave in.a more ample relation than the for- 
mer. The earl of Danby was ſenſible of the danger, 
and deſir d the king to iſſue out a proclamation for ſeiz- 
ang of Grove and Pickering, who were charg'd with a 
delign of aſſaſſinating the king. He alſo deſir'd leave 
to inform the council of this plot; but, what is vaſt- 
Jy ſurprizing, the king commanded him to ſtifle the 
affair, and not once mention it to the duke of 7774. 
Some time after, Tongue gave notice that the aſſaſſins 
were to meet at Windſor; but afterwards brought 
word that they had put off their journey. This un- 
certainty made the king imagine that the whole plot 
was a chimera 3 that the publiſhing of it might be of 
dangerous conſequence, and might furniſh his enemies 
with the'plan of an enterprize againſt his perſon, and 
alſo the means of putting it in execution. Such were 
the reaſons he gave me, to juſtify the filence he had 
commanded on this occaſion. I was of opinion, thac 
the conſpiracy was levell'd only at the church of Eng- 
land; and that the king, to remove all ſuſpicions of 
his being concern'd in this horrid enterprize, had con- 
ſented that mention ſhould be made of a deſign to af 
ſaſſinate him. The advantage he intended to gain from 
this plan is evident; for, in caſe the conſpiracy had 
been diſcover'd, was it poſſible for the nation to _ 
| e 
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poſe he had the leaſt hand in it, fince à deſign was 
therein ſaid to be form'd againſt his life? | 

But an accident which happen'd broke all the mea- 
ſures the king had taken, in order to keep this affair 
ſecret. Tongue declar'd that Bedding field, confeſſor to 
the duke of Dr, was to receive letters from the Je- 
ſaits, which accordingly were receiv'd. The confeſ- 
ſor, ſurpriz'd at the myſteries contain'd in them, com- 
municated 'em to the duke, who told the king of em; 
and being earneſtly ſollicited by the duke to commu- 
nicate them to the council, he was oblig d to do it. 

The reader is to know, that Dr Tongue was no more 
in this diſcovery, than the tool of Titus Oats, fon to 
a ribbon-weaver in London; the latter had taken or- 
ders, and was poſleſs'd of a living. He had liv'd, un- 
der the name of Anbroſe, in the duke of Norfolt's 
family; and he at that time held private correſpon - 
dence witk the Socinians. Being reduc'd to the ex- 
tremes of miſery, he got acquainted with Tongue, who 
after having kept him ſome time in his houſe, advis'd 
him, in order to make his fortune, to join himſelf 
with the Roman Catholicks, in order to diſcover their 
ſecrets Accordingly Oates abjur'd the Proteſtant re- 
ligion, and enter'd among the jeſuits. In 1677 he was 
ſent into Spain, thence to S Omers, to the ENI 
ſeminary there; and about the cloſe of the year r678, 
return'd to England, with the incidents contain'd in 
the memorial, which Tongue had undertaken to pre- 
ſent to his majeſty, - 

The informer declar'd in this writing, that being 
entruſted by Strange, provincial of the jeſuits in Exg- 
land, to carry letters from Madrid to father Suizam, 
an Iriſpmanx, he had open'd the packet, and read as 
follows, viz. that in Scotland, the jeſuits endeavour'd 
to ſtir up the Presbyterians to rebellion, they being 
inexpreſſibly aggriev'd by the barbarity of the duke of 
Lauderdale. That in Valladolid, the Engliſh ſtudents 
were conſtrain'd by force, to abjure the oath of alle- 
giance; and that father Armſtrong vented the moſt 
horrid imprecations in his ſermons, againſt his Brizaz- 
a> majeſty: That after making theſe and other diſeo - 

| -— "WB veries, 
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veries, ſince his return to London, father Strange had 
fent him with a letter to t Omers, in which mention 
was made of a deſign to aſſaſſinate the king; that he 
kimſelf had read, in his voyages, ſeveral letters relating 
to the ſame plot, a deſign of overturning the conſti- 
tution, and reſtoring the Romas Catholick religion: 
That in the month of April, of that year, being re- 
turn'd to England, he had been preſent at a conference 
of fifty jeſuits, who met at the H bite- barſe Tavern in 
the Strand, where all ſign'd their reſolution to kill the 
king; and the plan of the meaſures they were to take 
for that purpoſe : That ſince this time he had again 
been ſent to St Omers, from thence, in June follow- 


Ing, back into his own country, where he had been 


inform'd of the contract made with fir George Wake- 
max, phyſician to the queen, who, for 1 50 J. was to 
Poiſon the king; and another engagement of Grove 
and Pickering, who were to ſhoot his majeſty. In 
fine, he had diſcover'd, that the jeſuits had fomented 
the laſt wars, and ſet fire to the city of London, by the 
artifice of father Strange, by which the ſociety had 
got 15 booty, all charges paid, of fourteen thouſand 

un 

This affair was made publick as ſoon as the council 
was inform'd of it. I made a numberleſs multitude of 
reflections, on the king's refuſing to let any ſearch be 
made, or proſecution be carried on. How ſuſpicious, 
wou'd I ſay to myſelf, is this indifference! What can 


be the motive of it? This affair concerns the preſent 


Kate of the government, the religion eſtabliſh'd by 
law, and even the king's life; and yet the king him- 
Jelf appears cold and indifferent at all theſe dreadful 
rumours! He ſeems ſo little touch'd with them, that 
one wou'd conclude they did not once affect him; he 
himſelf has therefore ſpread theſe reports; knowing 
that his perſon is ſecure from all attacks. But on the 
other fide, can it be probable, that he would be an 
accomplice in ſuch dark, ſuch infamous acts? Is it 
not more likely, that there really is a deſign to aſſaſfi · 
nate his majeſty ; but that he does not believe any 
ghing of it? And yet, how will it be poſſible to = 
| en" 
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tradict ſo many circumſtances as are found in Oates's 
memorial? The Papiſts, indeed, require a king who 
is reſolute, ative, and vigilant. Now Charles poſ- 
ſeſſes none of theſe qualities; but then they all are 
united in the duke of Vr; who, beſides, profeſſes 
the Romiſh religion openly ; whereas the king ſuits 
his principles to his intereſt ; not to mention, that *tis 
well known he has very little regard for religion in 
general. Theſe conſiderations might have prompted 
the Papiſts to conſpire againſt his life, in order to raiſe 
the duke of Vr to the throne, who, doubtleſs, would 
| be of greater ſervice to 'em, and be abſolutely at their 
diſpoſal. Now, as the king puts the greateſt confideyce 
in thoſe very wretches who are the conſpirators, they 
may eaſily perſuade him, that the plot of which they 
are accus'd is mere fiction, invented by the Proteſtants 
to ruin 'em. But be this as it will, there is ſomething 
| very unaccountable in this ſtupid ſecurity of the king, 
which will not permit him to ſearch into the horrors 
of this myſtery of iniquity. In this manner did I 
argue, without being able to fix my thoughts, gu 
In the mean time Tongue was not diſheartned at 

the inactivity of the court, but was ſtill fully deter- 
min'd to purſue his accuſations, in ſpite of the many 
| repulſes he had met with. The lord-high-treaſurer, 
inform'd of the king's thoughts on this head, fancied 
he had taken ſufficient care of himſelf, in having re- 
ported the whole to the council ; and that after this, 
the king himſelf would be reſponſible for the calami- 
| ties, which *twas fear'd his negligence would occaſion. 
In the mean time the informers were very zealous to 
{ defeat the viſible endeavours which were us'd, to ſup» 
| preſs the depoſitions, or to raiſe an opinion in the 
world, that the whole was a forgery, by fo unuſual, 
ſo extraordinary a filence. | 

| Accordingly Oates went to fir Edmundbury Godfrey, 

| a juſtice of peace, living in the pariſh of &,? Martins in 
the fields, and defir'd to take his depoſition, by which 
he affirm'd, that the memorial he brought, contain'd 
| matters of the utmoſt conſequence to the king and go- 
vernment, Dr Tongue was preſent at the ſame time, 


and 


publick, who thought it a confirmation of the reality 
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and ſwore that he himſelf had preſented the like me- 
morial to the king. Upon this aſſurance the juſtice ad- 
miniſtred the oath, of which he gave a certificate, The 
report of this was ſoon ſpread abroad, ſo that we were 
afraid it would be productive of ill- effects among the 
people; ſo that I prevail'd with the council to ſend for 
Tongue and Oates before em. After his examination, 


an apartment, and a table were allow'd them in Vite. 


ball, and they were order'd a guard for the greater ſe. 
curity of their perſons. The council met morning 
and evening for above a week, on this affair; anda 
little after they ſeiz'd fir George Wateman, phyſician 
to the queen, Edward Coleman, ſecretary to the duke 
of Yorks Richard Langhorn, lawyer ; Thomas Whitz- 
bread, at that time provincial of the jeſaits, Jann 
Gate n, Anthony Turner, William Ireland, Willian 
Rumley, William Marſhal, Fames Corker, Thomas 
_ Pickering, all Popiſh prieſts or jeſuits. Several letters 
which Coleman had forgot were ſeiz'd at his houſe, 
but he had deſtroy'd a much greater number. 

An accident which happen'd ſoon after aſtoniſh'd the 


of the plot, and indeed I myſelf was of the ſame opi- 
nion. Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was miſſing on a ſud- 
den and four days after was found murder'd, and his 
own ſword thruſt thro' him, in a ditch by Primre/ſe- 
hill, near Hampſtead. The coroner's inqueſt fat on 
the body, and the ſurgeons declar'd that fir Eamund. 
bury had been ſtrangled; and that his own ſword had 
been thruſt thro' his body, ſome time after his death, 
fince not a ſingle drop of blood was ſeen to have 
trickled from the wound. The Roman Catholicks were 
ſaſpected to have perpetrated this horrid murder, 
which by this time made a very great noiſe. Upon 
this a proclamation was iſſued, promiſing a reward of 
five hundred pounds, and his majeſty's protection, to 
any one who ſhould diſcover the aſſaſſins. 

never in my life ſaw the king ſo uneaſy as on this 
occaſion, He had uſed his utmoſt endeavours to ſtifle 


this affair, and by that means was ſuſpected of being 


at the head of this dete ſtable enterprize, This was the Þ 
N | : + publick ö 


pulyick talk; and it was natural that the proceedings 

of the council ſhould be taken notice of, as it would 
be impoſſible to prevent juſtice from taking its courſe. 
The parliament. was now going to meet, and in all 
probability, to take cognizance of a crime which ſtruck 


at the religion and laws. There was room to fear, 


that this ſevere tribunal would make the ſtricteſt inqui- 
ry into myſteries which were of ſo horrid a nature, as 
to excite the moſt dreadful effects of its zeal; The 
king foreſeeing this fatal diſcovery, did all that lay in 
his power to prevent this proſecution from coming be- 


fore the parliament. The lord treaſurer was com- 


manded to be filent on that head ; and in the ſpeech 
he made at the opening of the ſeſſion, he deliver'd 
himſelf according to the inſtructions which had been 
given him. He declar'd, that he had been told of a 
conſpiracy carrying on by the jeſuits : That he intend- 


| ed to have the criminal judg'd by common law; that 


they might expect, from his great affection for the 
Proteſtant religion, and the love he bore his ſubjects, 
all the care and ſeverity which the publick tranquillity 
required, as well as the ſafety of the church of Eng- 
land, which was now in great danger from that de- 
teſtable enterprize. „ 

The king was ſo well known, that not the leaſt re- 


gard was had to his proteſtations ; and he might plainly 


perceive, that he had quite loſt the eſteem and confi- 


dence of the nation. But he did not ſeem ſo much 


diſturb'd at the unfavourable opinion his ſubjects en- 
tertain'd of him, as at the ſteps the earl of Danby had 
taken. This ſtateſman, firmly perſuaded that the par- 
| liament would not fail to take cognizance of this af- 
fair, was afraid he ſhould one day be made to anſwer 


for a falence, that is ever criminal on ſuch occaſions. 


| But netwithſtanding the king's prohibition, he com- 


= municated Oatzes's memorial to the houſe of commons. 
| This was like a thunderbolt to the artful monarch; 


and his favourite, very well pleaſed that he had ſecur'd 


W himſelf from the ſtorm, receiv'd with leſs confuſion a 
very ſevere reprimand he naturally expected. Both 


houſes were now extremely active Oates was ex- 


awian'd - 
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and ſwore that he himſelf had preſented the like me- 
morial to the 5 4 Upon this aſſurance the juſtice ad- 
miniſtred the oath, of which he gave a certificate, The 
report of this was ſoon ſpread abroad, ſo that we were 
afraid it would be productive of ill-effects among the 
people; ſo that I prevail'd with the council to ſend for 
Tongue and Oates before em. After his examination, 
an apartment, and a table were allow'd them in Piti. 
ball, and they were order'd a guard for the greater fe. 
curity of their perſons. The council met morning 
and evening for above a week, on this affair; and a 
little after they ſeiz'd fir George Waieman, phyſician 
to the queen, Edward Coleman, ſecretary to the duke 
of York; Richard Lang born, lawyer ; Thomas White- 
bread, at that time provincial of the jeſuits, Fobr 
Gamen, Anthony Turner, William Ireland, Willian 
 Rumley, William Marſhal, Fames Corker, Thomas 
_ Pickering, all Popiſh prieſts or jeſuits. Several letters 
which Coleman had forgot were ſeiz'd at his houſe, 
but he had deftroy'd a much greater number. 
An accident which happen'd ſoon after aſtoniſh'd the 


of the plot, and indeed I myſelf was of the ſame opi- 
nion. Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was miſſing on a ſud- 
den and four days after was found murder'd, and his 
own ſword thruſt thro' him, in a ditch by Primroſe- 
Bill, near Hampſtead. The coroner's inqueſt fat on 
the body, and the ſurgeons declar'd that fir Edmuni- 
G4ry had been ſtrangled; and that his own ſword had 
been thruſt thro? his body, ſome time after his death, 
fince not a ſingle drop of blood was ſeen to have 
trickled from the wound. The Roman Catholicks were 
ſaſpected to have perpetrated this horrid murder, 
which by this time made a very great noiſe. Upon 
this a proclamation was iſſued, promiſing a reward of 

five hundred pounds, and his majeſty's protection, to 
any one who ſhould diſcover the aſſaſſins. F | 
L never in my life ſaw the king ſo uneaſy as on this 
occaſion, He had uſed his utmoſt endeavours to ſtifle 
this affair, and by that means was ſuſpected of being 
at the head of this dete ſtable enterprize, This ker, 
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puhlick talk; and it was natural that the proceedings 
of the council ſhould be taken notice of, as it would 
be impoſſible to prevent juſtice from taking its courſe. 
The parliament. was now going to meet, and in all 
probability, to take cognizance of a crime which ſtruck 
at the religion and laws. There was room to fear, 
that this ſevere tribunal would make the ſtricteſt inqui- 
ry into myſteries which were of ſo horrid a nature, as 
to excite the moſt dreadful effects of its zeal. The 
king foreſeeing this fatal diſcovery, did all that lay in 
his power to prevent this proſecution from coming be- 
fore the parliament. The lord treaſurer was com- 
manded to be filent on that head; and in the ſpeech 
he made at the opening of the ſeſſion, he deliver'd 
himſelf according to the inſtructions which had been 
given him. He declar'd, that he had been told of a 
| conſpiracy carrying on by the jeſuits : That he intend- 
ed to have the criminal judg'd by common law; that 
they might expect, from his great affection for the 
Proteſtant religion, and the love he bore his ſubjects, 
all the care and ſeverity which the publick tranquillity 
required, as well as the ſafety of the church of Eng- 
land, which was now in great danger from that de- 

teſtable enterprize. f 
The king was ſo well known, that not the leaſt re- 
gard was had to his proteſtations; and he might plainly. 
perceive, that he had quite loſt the eſteem and confi- 
dence of the nation. But he did not ſeem ſo much 
diſturb'd at the unfavourable opinion his ſubjects en- 
tertain'd of him, as at the ſteps the earl of Banby had 
taken, This ſtateſman, firmly perſuaded that the par- 
liament would not fail to take cognizance of this af- 
fair, was afraid he ſhould one day be made to anſwer 
for a ſilence, that is ever criminal on ſuch occaſions. 
But netwithſtanding the king's prohibition, he com- 
municated Oates's memorial to the houſe of commons. 
This was like a thunderbolt to the artful monarch ; 
and his favourite, very well pleaſed that he had ſecur'd 
himſelf from the ſtorm, receiv'd with leſs confuſion a 
very ſevere reprimand he naturally expected. Both 
houſes were now extremely aftiver Oates was 8 
 aming.- 


192 The LIE of 


amin'd, and on his depoſitions, there were impriſon'd 
in the Tower and other goals, twenty-ſix perſons all 
Papiſts; among whom were the lords Pois, Strafford, 
Arundel of Wardour, Peters, Bellaſis, and fir Henry 
Tichburn. | | 
But now one Bedloe, formerly an officer in the Low 
Countries, writ to the ſecretary of ſtate, informing 
him, that he knew ſome particulars relating to the 
plot, and deſired to be ſeized. Accordingly he was 
taken up in Bri/o/, and being brought to London, the 
fixth of November, an apartment was given him in - 
Whitehall. A guard was appointed for his ſecurity ; 
and a penſion aſſign'd him for his ſubſiſtence. He was 
examin'd by both ſecretaries of ſtate. He then de- 
clar'd, that he was born a Proteſtant, but had been 
over perſuaded, by the ſollicitations of the jeſuits, to 
turn Roman Catholick : That fir Edmundbary Godfrey 
had been aſſaſſinated in Somer/et-bouſe, where the 
queen kept her court. The day after this depoſition, 
Bedloe appear'd before the lords, and nam'd, among 
other accomplices, Walſh and Phaire, both jeſuits, 
who he declar'd told him, that lord Bellaſis was to 
command in the North, lord Powis in South Wale, 
and that lord Arundel of Wardour was appointed to 0 
iſſue the ſeveral commiſſions neceſſary for that purpoſe. 
On theſe depoſitions the king, at the requeſt of both 
houſes, publiſh'd a proclamation, for ſeizing of Walſb, 
Phaire, Conyers, Simonds, Pritchard, and Caftaway, 
who were all fled. Bedloe was examin'd a ſecond time 
before the lords, when he declar'd, that the jeſuits of 
Daoay had firſt acquainted him with this plot; and 
obliged him to take the ſacrament four times, on which 
occaſion he ſwore inviolable ſecrecy : That being af 
terwards admitted into their confidence, he had diſco- 
ver'd the names of the noblemen appointed to ſuper- 
intend the whole; the number of forces which were 
to be raiſed in the kingdom, befides ten thouſand men 
that were expected from Flanders: That the enter- 
prize had been revealed, almoſt at the very inſtant it 
was to have been executed: That Phaire had acquaint- 
ed him with the particulars of the intended * 


* 
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the victims, and the wretches who were to be the ac 
tors of the horrid ſcene: That in caſe any of the con- 
ſpirators ſhould be ſeized, endeavours would be uſed 
to make away with him, by ſetting fire to the priſon, 
or ſome other method: That he had often been aſſur'd, 
that there was not one Papiſt in England of any diſtinc- 
tion, but knew of this conſpiracy. Laſtly, That he was 
to have carried letters from one army to the other. 
Fdward Coleman was alſo examin'd at the Xing . 
bench bar in Weſtminſter, before the lord chief-juſtice 
6crogs. Oates and Bedloe, being confronted with the 


priſoners, charged them as follows. The former de- 


clar'd, that in November, 1677, he had carried to Sf 
Omers, from Coleman, letters filld with expreſſions 
highly injurious to the king; and that one particularly, 
written in Latin to father /a Chaiſe, confeſſor to 
Lewis XIV. by way of thanks for ten thouſand pounds 
ſterling, which that jeſuit had remitted, expreſs'd, 
that this. ſum ſhould be employ'd in getting proper 
emiſlaries for killing the king: That Coleman, in pre- 
ſence of this deponent, had approv'd of this abomina- 
ble deſign, which had been concerted the April be- 
fore: That in Auguſt following, the prifoner was pre- 
ſent at an aſſembly of jeſuits and Benedictines, who 


were call'd together, purpoſely to conſider of methods 


how to raiſe a rebellion in Ireland: That he had made 
the company preſent agree to the aſſaſſination of the 
duke of Ormond: That another time this deponent 
had heard Coleman declare, that two hundred thouſand 
pounds ſterling had been collected for this rebellion : 
That the priſoner was privy to the deſign of ſending 
four aſſaſſins to Vindſor, and to the contract which 
had been made with fir George Wakeman; and that he 
(the priſoner) had adviſed the augmenting the reward 


to fifteen thouſand pounds. Bedloe afſur'd farther, that 


he had ſeen Coleman's commiſſion, appointing him ſe- 


cretary of ſtate, ſign'd by father Paal Oliva, general 


of the jeſuits, and approv'd by a brief from the pope. 
This deponent added, - that he ow'd this laſt diſcovery 
to fir Henry Tichburne, who had brought commiſſions - 
from Rome for divers lords, among which was that of 

Vol. III. = Cole- 


Coleman: That he himſelf ( Bed/oe) had carried the 


24th or 25th of May foregoing, a pacquet to Paris; 
to the monaſtery of the Engliſh friars; that the letters 
contain'd in it, gave advice of the receiving a ſum de- 
ſign'd for the executing of this plot againſt the govern- 
ment and the church of Zagland. The letters written 


by Coleman to father /a Chaiſe, and the pope's nuncio 


at Bruſſels, were produc'd, containing the particulars 
of rhe enterprize; the methods of putting it in exe- 


cution, and the deſire of a ſpeedy aſſiſtance. 


The priſoner made but a very weak defence, ſo was 
found guilty; and the next day was ſentenc'd to be 
drawn, hang'd, and quarter'd, which accordingly Was 
executed at Tybyrn, where he proteſted his innocence 
to the laſt gaſp. This laſt circumſtance filled me with 
horror, I not conceiving how it was thus poſſible for 
a wretch to die with a lie in his mouth. 

Rut Oates and Bedloe went further, for they accus'd 
the queen before the king and council, of being an 
accomplice in fir George Wakeman's conſpiracy ; ne- 
vertheleſs, this accuſatien was ſtifled by his majeſty's 
authority. The commons, however, addreſs'd the 
king, to remove the queen and her domeſticks from 
Whitehall. His majeſty was highly exaſperated againſt 


Oates, but the houſe of commons protected him, and 


requir'd that he ſhould be ſet at liberty, and a mode- 
rate penſion ſettled upon him. r 94 | 

Some days after, there were brought to the ſeſſions 
in the O4 Baily, John Fenwick, William Ireland, 
Thomas Pickering, jeſuits, and Fohn Grove, a liy-bro- 
ther. The three laſt were immediately tried; but 
Fenwick's trial was put off, becauſe of the abſence of 
ſome witneſſes. Oates depos'd, that they had been 
preſent in the great aſſembly held April 243 that they 
had fign'd the reſolution to kill the king; and had 


bound themſelves to perpetrate this horrid act, by the 
ſacrament, which father Bartos the jeſuit had admi- 
niſtred to them; that they had appointed Grove and 
Pictering to kill the king, for which each was to have 


fifteen hundred pounds; that they uſed often to walk 
in the park with ſcrew-barrelled piſtols 3 that one as 
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the flint of Pickering's piſtol being looſe, he there 
loſt the opportunity of ſhooting the king, for whic 
he was ſeverely puniſh'd ; that Grove, and one Smith, 
were appointed to collect Sz Peter's penny, and that 
this deponent (Oates) had ſeen their regiſter. | 

Bedloe, on the other fide, declar'd, that he had been 
the meſſenger of the ſociety five years; that he had 
the ſecret of opening letters, and by this means found 
that all related to the plot; that he had heard ſeveral 
of the conſpirators declare, that their deſign was to ex- 
tirpate to the very laſt of the hereticks in England; 
that about the end of Auguſt, 1678, Ireland, Picker 
ing, and Grove, had concerted ( in father Harcourt's 
lodgings) upon the murder projected by the aſſaſſins 
of Windſor ; that Conyers, a Benedictine monk, was to 
make one; and that the blow ſhould, if poſſible, be 
given at New-Market, when the king was walking 
out : That in this aſſembly of the conſpirators, a reſo- 
lution was made to take off ſeveral noblemen, and 
among the reſt the dukes of Buckingham and Ormond, 
and the earls of Shaftsbury and Oury. The perſons 
accuftd firmly denied the crimes laid to their charge, 
but nevertheleſs they were ſentenc'd to die. 


As the ſtorm gather'd more and more every day, | 


the court was in the greater perplexity upon that ac» 
count. A little after the council cauſed one Mr/es 
Praunce, a filverſmith, to be ſeiz d. He was charged 
with having a hand in the murder of fir Edmundbary 
G:1frzy; and was brought before the committee ap- 
pointed by the houſe, before their breaking up. Theſe 
publiſh'd his depoſitions, which contain'd a very parti- 


cular account of the above-mention'd execrable mur- 
der; and, in e of them, ſeiz'd father Gi-. 


rald and Kelly, two Triſh prieſts; Robert Green, keeper 
of the cuſhions in the queen's chapel; Laurence Hill, 
—_ to Dr Godwin, treaſurer of the chapel ; and Hen- 
ry Berry, porter to Somer/et-houſe. All were put to 
death chat ele be met 25 1 F. 

Stephen Dugdale, ſervant to lord Aon, was thrown 
into priſon, for refuſing to take the oaths of allegiance 
and ſupremacy. "Twas ae this man wonld make 
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great diſcoveries ; but he denied at firſt his having any IR 
knowledge of this conſpiracy. At laſt, after a long 3 
examination, being ſtung with remorſe, he confeſſed I 
that Evans, a jeſuit belonging to lord Afon s family, 
had told him in London, that a reſolution was taken to 
murder the king; that he (Dagdale) receiv'd the let- 
ters, and had conſented that his name ſhould be made 
uſe of, in order to carry on this correſpondence with 
the greater ſecrecy; that Eyans and Gawen, both je- 
ſuits, had alſo prompted him to undertake the aſſaſſina- 
tion, promiſing, in caſe he committed the murder, to 
canonize him; that ſince that time, the lord Stafford 
had promis'd him five hundred pounds upon the ſame 
account. This deponent accus'd alſo Vavaſſor, Gifford, 
and Leroęſſon, all three jeſuits, and one Breadfreet, a 
prieſt. As there was a ſuſpicion, that the court had 
projected the whole, the king was indiſpenſably oblig'd 
to proſecute the conſpirators; and accordingly a pro- 
clamation was iſſued for ſeizing thoſe newly impeach'd, 
but moſt of them fled. 

. However, father Gifard was ſeiz'd, and who ſhould 
this be, but the very jeſuit I had known at Sz Cloud, 
Who had ſo ſpeciouſly endeavour'd to diſpel my melan- 
choly, and at laſt had carried off the lovely Cecilia 1 
was to marry. Heavens! how great was my aſtoniſh- 
ment, when I caſt my eyes on that execrable villain, 
Wretch! ſays I to him with a furious tone, (not re- 
flecting that theſe tranſports were indecent in one who 
acted as a judge upon this occaſion) after betraying me 
in France, art thou come over to England, to betriy 
the king and nation? What puniſhment could be ſe- 
vere enough for one who has acted in ſo horrid a ſcene! 
The jeſuit however appear'd unmov'd at my juſt reſent 
ments, and anſwer'd very calmly, that the crime he 
might have been guilty of with regard to me, had nc- 
thing to do with the conſpiracy laid to his charge; that 
he had carried off Cecilia by the king's authority, 
which ſufficiently juſtified his conduct on that occaſion: 
That with reſpe& to the plot, for which he was ſeiz d, 
he was innocent of it, and hop'd I would be ſo jul, 
as not to ſuffer my former prejudices to influence my 
5 opinion 
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opinion on this occaſion. He ſtill continu'd to deny 
the crime laid to his charge, but was nevertheleſs con- 
fin'd cloſe priſoner. 225 

I was very ſolicitous to know what he had done with 
Cecilia, for my heart had ſtill fome remains of tender- 
neſs for that engaging creature. Accordingly I obtain'd 
leave to viſit him in priſon. His reſolution had now 
abandon'd him, ſo that I found him abject and ſubmiſ- 
five. He begg'd me to ſave his life, which it was not 
in my power to do. Wretches often ſtifle the checks 
of conſcience, whilſt they have an oportunity of com- 
mitting vice with impunity ; it even grows habitual te 
them; and actions of the blackeſt dye are conſider'd as 
flight errors, by perſons who have totally abandon'd 
virtue. However, theſe guilty ſouls are no ſooner ex- 
poſed to puniſhment, but conſcience awakes in them 
with unuſual tranſports, and ſhe at laſt receives, tho” 
too late, her empire; *tis then they feel ten thouſand 
ſtings, and the remembrance of their paſt crimes is the 
moſt cruel puniſhment, Such was the ſtate of father 
Giffard's mind, and the pangs it ſuffer'd forc'd him to 
reveal it to me. His ſoul was all tumult, ſo that the 
ſight of him inſpir'd deteſtation of the guilt, and pity 
for the offender. I have merited, ſays he, death bat 
too juſtly. Ten thouſand could never, never cleanſe 
my ſoul, which 1s polluted by the fouleſt crimes. This 
is not a time for me to diſſemble. I began my wretched 
courſes in my youth, by joining in the abominable de- 
baucheries of a wealthy nobleman ; and this execrable 
commerce continu'd ſome years. After the example 
of Caligula, I committed inceſt with my fiſters; and 
under the habit of a jeſuit, I corrupted youth, with 
the care of whom I was entruſted, in various colleges 
in France. I had a contempt for all religion, and made 
it ſerve only as a cloak to the moſt execrable deſigns. 


| Tortur'd with the fears of Divine Juſtice, I deliver'd 


myſelf from theſe importunate reproaches, by perſuad- 
ing myſelf, or at leaſt endeavouring to do ſo, that there 


[ was no God; and have fince liv'd in this impious be- 


lief, as you might judge by the libertine ſubjects I diCſ- 
cours'd with you upon at & Cloud. When I intro- 
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duc'd you to Mr R-——'s houſe, I myſelf was 


diſtractedly in love with his amiable daughter, the 
charming Cecilia. Common decency kept me at firſt 
within due bounds, but the inſtant I ſaw you going to 
poſſeſs this treaſure, my rage and vengeance had no 
bounds. T therefore was reſolutely determin'd to car- 
ry her off; and I executed my deſign very advantage- 
ouſly, under the ſhadow of the royal authority, and a 
falſe zeal for religion. I was commanded to ſhut her 
up in a convent, but that was far from my intens ion; 
I deſigning to carry her either into Eng/and or Hv!- 
land, and after abjuring my religion to merry her. Her 
great difinclination to take the veil favour'd my deſign. 
After oppoling it for ſome time, ſhe at laſt began, 
ſeemingly at leaſt, to approve it, when her father over- 
took us. Seeing him, I bid my accomplices ſhoot him 
dead, and they obey'd immediately. Ceci/ia after this, 
conſidering me as the murderer of her father, con- 
ceiv'd an invincible averſion to me. She threaten'd to 
divulge all my guilt, and all the intreaties I made uſe 
of could not prevail with her to change her reſolution. 
Finding I now had no longer any hopes, I was fully 
determin'd to enjoy her, at leaſt, before T let her go. 
I employ'd all the efforts imaginable to make her com- 
ply with my will, but all in vain, I afterwards threat- 
ned her in the moſt ſevere terms, but to no purpoſe, 
At laſt I was fully determin'd to force her, and for that 
purpoſe carried her to a lone houſe, there to ſpend the 
night, About midnight I enter'd her chamber, and 
arm'd with a dagger, gave her the choice, either to 
comply with my paſſion, or receive a cruel death at 
my hands. Life is preferable to all things, and infi- 
nitely dear to all ſorts of creatures. The lovely Cecilia 
imagin'd ſhe ſhould fave it by ſacrificing her honour; 
however, I had no ſooner ſatiated my luſt, but I ſtabb'd 
her in cold blood. I left in one of the wounds, the in- 
ſtrument of my barbarous cruelty; and ſeeing the great 
effuſion of blood, and herſelf pale and breathleſs, | 
ſhew'd her to all my accomplices ; and order'd the 
maſter of the houſe to bury that unfortunate maiden : 
beſeeching him, for the honour of the * 7 5 
. amily. 
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family, not to divulge the manner of her death, for 
fear, as I ſpeciouſly told him, the body ſhould: be treat- 
ed. with ignominy by the magiſtrates.” After perpe« 
trating this villainy, Lreturn'd immediately to $# Cloud, 
where I reveal'd the whole to my ſuperior. You would 
naturally imagine, that I ſhould have been puniſh'd ve- 
ry ſeverely for it, but 'twas far otherwiſe; it being a 
law among us, to puniſh ſlight errors only: for as to 
enormous crimes, they are buried in the deepeſt” obli- 
vion, to preſerve the honour of the ſociety. ' If there 
is any danger of the ſecular arm interfering; then the 
offender is ſent away. In this view, my ſuperior ad- 
viſed me to go upon a miſſion into England, in order 
to make my peace with Heaven. TI accepted of this 
employment with inexpreſſible pleaſure, and accord- 
ingly embark'd for Eng/and, before Cecilia's murder 
was divulged. Since that, I have been inform'd, that 
the. beautiful Cecilia did not die of her wounds, but 
return'd back to her mother. In fine, that ſhe left the 
kingdom with the greateſt part of her fortune, but. 
whither ſhe retir'd no one could tell. The Jeſuit then 
cried out, ſuffer me to live, notwithſtanding the migh- 
ty crimes TI have committed; for I now begin to ac- 
knowledge the exiſtence and juſtice of the Almighty, 
and poſſibly may obtain his pardon by my repentance. 
Wretch, ſays Ito him, thy life is not in my power, 
for were it ſo, I would give it thee; fully perſuaded, 
that it would be impoſlible to ſuit better thy puniſh- 
ment to thy guilt, than by permitting thee to drag the 
horrid weight of that criminal life, thou ſo meanly 
ſueſt for: But the laws will never ſuffer ſo vile a mon- 
ſter as thou art to enjoy the light of the ſun. Life is a 
preſent made by Heaven, which thoſe that abuſe it are 
unworthy of. Prepare thyſelf for the moſt eruel cha- 
ſtiſements, the moſt terrible death. But ſince thou 
haſt diſcover'd to me ſo vaſt a ſcene of horror, ſatisfy 
my curioſity, by diſcovering to me the particulars of 
the conſpiracy. 
At this queſtion, gazing about with wild diſtraction, 
and at laſt fixing his eyes on me; fince we are alone, 
{aid he, Lwill confeſs to you, that this conſpiracy is 
| R 4 too 
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too real, and that it was firſt ſet on foot by the k 
himſelf, and the duke of , in the view of extir- 
pating hereſy, and introducing a deſpotick form of go- 
verument. The affair was compleated in ſome neigh- 
bouring courts, and eſpecially in Roz7e. Father Oliva, 
our general, is the ſoul of this intrigue. The deſign 
at firſt was entirely to make the king abſolute, and to 
eſtabliſh Popery in England; but the directors ſaw with 
indignation the timidity, uncertainty, and fickle tem- 
per of the king. They obſerv'd, that this prince was 
totally unfix'd, with regard to religion; and were afraid 
that ſhould he be rais'd' to deſpotick power, he then 
would refuſe to deſtroy the church of Exgland. From 
theſe conſiderations, a deſign was form'd to aſſaſſinate 
him, and to ſet the duke of Vr on the throne; his 
great zeal for Popery being ſo well known. Beſides, 
this prince has all the qualities requiſite for promoting 
the vaſt projects of the holy See. But the utmoſt en- 
deavours are uſed to perſuade the king, that the laſt 
part of the conſpiracy is a meer chimera; and his fear 
leſt the accomplices ſhould accuſe him of being the 
contriver of it, is a curb to him, and keeps him from 
ſearching to the bottom of this myſtery. By the way, 
added he, we all bound ourſelves to a moſt inviolable 
ſecrecy, by the moſt horrid oaths ; ſo that you muſt 
not wonder to hear me deny to the laſt gaſp, the truth 
of what Lnow reveal to you in private. I alſo would 


_ adviſe you, not to make an ill uſe of what I have now 
diſcover'd to you, for in that caſe be aſſur'd your life 


would be in danger. You would run the hazard of 
being murder'd, even in the palace of Pigmalion him- 
ſelf; and tho' you ſhould be ſecur'd by an hundred 
gates of iron, you would not eſcape the vengeance of 
the conſpirators, in caſe you ſhould ever blab what J 
have told you. | | 7 

My wife who, as I before obſerv'd, was in the queen's 
ſervice, made adiſcovery, which agreed in every point 
with father Gifard's declaration. The king had that 
very day a ſecret interview with the duke his brother, 
in her majeſty's apartment. What am I to think, ſays 
the king, of the plot that is carrying on int my 
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life? What motives can the Catholicks have, to pro- 
= ceed to ſuch abominable lengths? Tis for their ſakes 
I have made myſelf ſuſpected, and even odious to my 
ſubjects. By the generous protection I indulg'd 'em, 
L have drawn upon myſelf part of the publick hatred, 


; | which before was levell'd againſt them intirely. The 


nation in general diſtruſts me, and is ripe for rebel- 
lion. The Presbyterians are formidable by their num- 
ber; they ſeek only my ruin, and will revenge the 
{ cruelties I exerciſed againſt them, merely out of com- 
plaiſance to the Catholicks; but how am I rewarded 
by the blackeſt perfidy! Fhofe whom I conſider'd as 
my friends, and would have rais'd on the ruin of their 
adverſaries; for whoſe ſake I have put all that 1s dear 
to me at ſtake, and hazard all things; theſe ungrateful 
wretches betray me, and have form'd a deſign to take 
away my life. My brother, nay even my conſort, are 
| accus'd of having a hand in this unnatural plot! What 

am Ito think of all this? Alas} how wretched is my 
condition? I was ten thouſand times more happy in 
my exile : When will my calamities end? The nation 


[= vents the moſt ſevere complaints; its indignation breaks 


forth on all occalions againſt my miniſters; and per- 
haps, a ſudden revolution. may bring my head, as well 
as that of my royal father, to a ſcaffold. | 
The king ſpoke theſe words with unuſual emotion ; 
and as for the queen, who was preſent at this diſcourſe, 
ſhe did not make one word of anſwer; however, the 
duke of York obſery'd, with a ſoft tone of voice, that 
the execrable deſign of aſſaſſinating his majeſty, could 
be no other than meer calumny, invented by the he- 
reticks; that, as to himſelf, he was wholly innocent of 
it; and thought it neceſſary to obſerve; that he was full 
as unfortunate as his majeſty ; that he was no leſs the 
object of the publick hatred 3 and therefore, in order 
to lay the ſtorm which was gathering, he was deter- 
min'd, in caſe his majeſty thought proper, to leave the 
kingdom. The king conſented to it; and accordingly- 
his royal highneſs went to Bruf?/s a few days after. 
In the ſame conference he told his majeſty, that it was 
abſolutely his interett to be as tender as poſſible to the 
Tho | conſpi- 
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conſpirators, and the motives of the conſpiracy ; ad. 
ding, that a difcovery on this occaſion would utterly 
ruin his majeſty ; the nation being but too much exal. 
perated againſt him, and the greateſt part of his mi- 
niſters. 
Mrs Cleveland had heard all theſe particulars, ſhe 
being in the next room, and 3 gave me an 
account of the whole that evening. £ 
theſe things with thoſe father Gifard had inform'd me 
of, I was compleat maſter of the whole intrigue. I 


% 


then perceiv'd the motive of the king's tenderneſs to-. 


wards ſuch of the conſpirators as were of the Roſh 
religion; but this fill'd me with the deepeſt diſquie- 
_ tudes, and perplex'd me very much. 

The king had been vaſtly kind to me, and I owed 
the ſplendid fortune I now enjoy'd to his liberality. As 
this prince poſſeſs'd, notwithſtanding all his errors, a 
thouſand virtues, he had always been dear to me. My 
gratitude was ſo ſtrong, that I thought I could expole 
myſelf to the greateſt dangers, to ſecure, if poſſible, 
his majeſty's perſon. Ireſolv'd therefore to ſpeak to 
him with freedom, and to give my opinion on the me- 
thods I thought moſt conducive to his ſafety. As his 
majeſty had always condeſcended to hear me with ape- 
culiar indulgence, I ſaid to him one day, royal fir, I 
dare flatter myſelf, that I am one of your moſt affec- 
tionate and moſt faithful ſubjects. "Tis with the ut- 


moſt regret I ſee the calamities with which you are 


ſurrounded. You cannot but be. ſenſible of the pre- 
ſent ill poſture of affairs; the fatal diſpoſitions of the 
people, and the treachery of thoſe who falſly call 
themſelves your friends: But evil counſellors, and in- 
diſcreet enterprizes, have plung'd you into theſe fatal 
extremes. Let us therefore ſearch out ſome expedient 
to extricate you; an expedient that may be honourable, 
and conſequently agreeable to your majeſty. The ab- 
fence of the duke of Vor has already produc'd a hap- 
py change in the minds of the nation; make, there- 
fore, royal fir, a freſh effort, in order to recover intire- 
ly the eſteem and confidence of your ſubjects. Now 
I humbly conceive, that the beft expedient on _ 
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caſion, will be to change the miniſtry. By this means 
you will content the publick, and filence the murmurs 
of the parliament. Form a new council of perſons of 
known honour and integrity; change alſo, (if I may 
preſume to expreſs myſelf with ſo much freedom) your 


IE own conduct: Impute, royal fir, to the zeal I have for 


your welfare, what I now ſpeak freely, and without 
the leaft diſguiſe. *Tis publickly known that you keep 
ſeveral miſtreſſes, who are fo inſatiably greedy, that 
they quite drein your treaſury, and put you out of a 
condition to relieve your real and immediate wants. I 
therefore humbly beſeech your majeſty to make a bet- 
ter uſe of the ſubſidies which your parliament allows 
with ſo much reluctance. Lay aſide the project you 
had meditated, of raiſing yourſelf to deſpotick power; 
a project ſo ſtrongly promoted by your criminal flat- 
terers. Only make the juſtice and obligation of the 
regal dignity the ſtandard of your conduct, and you 
then will obtain all you can wiſh for. You have Joſt, 
royal fir, the affection of your ſubjects, by the profu- 
ſion with which you have laviſh'd your treaſury, and 
your too haughty behaviour. Change but your views, 
and you will recover your former credit. Make it 
your ſtudy to ſearch for and reward perſons of virtue 
and talents; and by this means you will ſoon gain a 
ſatficient number of faithful ſervants and friends, who 
will make your intereſt their care, by procuring the 
feiicity of your people. Remove from your perſon, 
and your councils, a ſet of artful corrupt wretches, 
who have led you inſenſibly to the very brink of the 
precipice, May I preſume to add with the ſame liber- 
ty, that God is juſt ; and that he puniſhes thoſe who 
forſake or deſpiſe him, without excepting the greateſt 
kings. Taught by the duke of Buckingharr, you have 
imbib'd leſſons of impiety, which have prov'd of fatal 
conſequence. The jeſuits, royal fir, have taught you 
to make a monſtrous mixture of two religions, dia- 


metrically oppoſite in their nature. Now what fruits 


did you propoſe to reap from this conduct? Did you 
think it was poſſible to impoſe long on an intelligent 


nation, which watches ſo very narrowly over the leaſt 


ſteps 
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ſteps taken by their ſovereign? Ought you not to 
have dreaded all that happen'd to you, in caſe this dark 


myſtery ſhould happen to be diſcover'd? Had your | 


majeſty but follow'd the wiſe and prudent counſel of 


lord C/arendon, you would not then be reduced to this | 


fatal extremity. You then would have reign'd in peace, 
and with all the authority which our laws allow a mo- 
narch; but alas! in all probability, the calamities of 
the Stuart family were not to end with the murder of 
your royal father. I therefore humbly beſeech your 


majeſty, to take a ſtrong, a generous reſolution, to 


liſten only to the counſels which virtue may inſpire, 
for ſhe will never deceive you. 

I perceiv'd that the king was not pleas'd at my diſ- 
courſe; and therefore put an end to my remonſtrances, 
for fear of exaſperating, inſtead of correcting him. 


Monarchs, in general, care to hearken to ſuch things 


only as ſooth their paſſions, and conſequently are of. 
fended with freedom of ſpeech. Accuſtom'd to flat- 
tery, every thing ingenuous appears dry and bitter to 
them. King Charles was no ways exempt from this 
frailty ; but the ill ſituation of his affairs at that time 
would not permit him to check me. He therefore 
thank'd me with a modeſt air, and declar'd that he 
would follow the plan J had trac'd to him: That he 
was very unhappy in not having, till now, met with a 
friend, of a ſoul generous enough to inſtru him in 
the knowledge of virtue and his true intereſt : That 
the earl of Clarendon had doubtleſs given him the belt 


counſels, but that he always ſfrown'd at him on thoſe 


occaſions: That I ſpake with as much liberty as he had 
done, but ſoften'd my counſels with a modeſty which 
made them graceful; and that the advantage of them 
was very palpable. Saying theſe words, his majelty 
embraced me with the utmoſt tenderneſs. I then told 
him what T had heard from father Giffard, which ſur- 
priſed him very much. 'Tis of the utmoſt conſequence 
to your majeſty's welfare, ſaid I, that you take off that 
dangerous, that abominable wretch ; otherwiſe he may 
diſcloſe this dark ſcene of iniquity to the publick, and 
therefore you muſt prevent him, He is guilty of 

| number- 
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numberleſs crimes, the leaſt of which would deſerve 


death. You bear the {word, in order to execute juſtice, 


and 'tis your majeſty's intereſt to exerciſe it ſecretly 


| | on this occaſion. Employ therefore ſome faithful do- 


1 meſtick, to rid yourſelf and the world of the greateſt 
= of villains. | 

Immediately the king reſolv'd to diſpatch this wretch 
by poiſon, which accordingly was executed before the 
meeting of<the parliament : A death doubtleſs infinite- 
ly too ſoft for ſo execrable a villain. | 

The very day after this, the king form'd a new coun- 
cih, conſiſting of thirty members, choſen from among 
the chief officers of the crown, from the ſeveral de- 
grees of the nobility, and even from the houſe of 
commons. But the greateſt ſurprize in this change, 
was to ſee the earl of Shaftsbhury made preſident of 
the council. The applauſes the city of London and the 
whole nation broke into on this occaſion, was a ſtrong 
proof of the ſatisfaction it gave them. The king did 
not fail to make advantage of this myſterious change; 
however, the people had been ſo often deceiv'd, that 
this news, ſo far from removing their ſuſpicions, was 
look'd upon as an artifice employ'd by the court, in 
order to carry on their attempts with the greater ſecu- 
| rity; for it was not believ'd, that the king would facri- 
fice ſincerely his own private deſigns for the ſake of 
the publick welfare. Nevertheleſs, this change in the 
miniſtry, and the choice now made, was very grateful 
to all who had a ſincere affection for the king. 

A diſcovery that was ſoon mace, ſirengthned this 
prejudice, and furniſh'd the enemies of the court with 
a freſh ſubject of alarms. The houſe of a citizen of 
London was ſet on fire, and his maid-ſervant ſeized up- 
on ſuſpicion. Being brought before commiſſioners ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe, ſhe confeſs'd, that ſhe herſelf 
had ſet fire to that houſe, at the inſtigation of one 
Stubbs, a Roman Catholick, who had rewarded her 
with five hundred pounds. Stubbs corroborated this 
depoſition, adding, that he had been corrupted by fa- 
ther Giffard his confeſſor; upon that jeſuit's aſſuring, 
that the ſetting fire to a Proteſtant's houſe was a meri- 

torious 
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torious deed. The priſoners declar'd farther, that the 
Engliſb Papiſts waited only the arrival of threeſcore BW 
thouiand men from France, in order to excite a general 
inſurrection in all parts of the kingdom. Tis much 
eaſter to conceive than expreſs the effect this diſcovery Þ 
produc'd. Every one remember'd the dreadtul fire of 
London in 1666, which conſum'd upwards of thirteen || 


thouſand houtes. Now this ſecond attempt excited the 

horror and indignation of the publick againſt the Re. 
man Catholicks. Father Gifard was leſs unhappy thay 
he de ſerv'd, by being only poiſon'd in priſon. 


The commons earneſtly beſought the king to gire 


orders for the execution of Pickering, and the other 
Popiſh prieſts then under ſentence of death; and in 


order to ſecure the Proteſtant religion, it was reſoly'd, | 
that the right which the duke of Vr had to the ſuc- | 


ceſſion, prempted the Papiſts to all the dark deſigns 
they had attempted. A reſolution had already been 
taken to exclude that prince the throne, which alarm'd 
The king very much. Had he not been ſo univerſally 
defam'd, my counſels would have been of ſervice to 
him; and this was the only card left him to play, with 

any appearance of ſucceſs, He order'd the lord chan- 
cellor to make an offer in his name, for the ſecurity of 
the church of England, and the conſtitution, viz. to 
enact, that a Popiſh king of England ſhould be per- 
mitted to promote none but Proteſtants to benefices 
and dignities in the church ; That no Roman Catholick 
ſhould be allow'd a ſeat in either houſe. of parliament: 
That no perſon poſſeſs'd of offices of truſt, either in 
the courts of judicature, the privy-council, or the 
chancery, ſhould be remov'd without the authority of 
parliament, as alſo the lord lieutenants of the ſeveral 
counties. All things that had the leaſt relation to the 
court were ſuſpected. All theſe ſtatutes were look'd 
upon as ſo many ſnares; and notice was taken how of- 
ten they had been infring'd in the two preceding reigns. 
No ſafety appear'd but in the projected excluſion ; fo 
that the commons, without debating on what his ma- 
Jeſty had offer'd, prepar'd the bill, in order to ſtop the 


enterprizes of the Papiſts. After this, they went up- 
on 
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en the excluſion bill. This open'd with a minute rela- 
tion of the conſpiracy. Twas added in it, that Fames 
duke of York, ſeduc'd by the Roman Catholicks, pro- 
fels'd their religion publickly ; carried on a criminal 


correſpondence with the pope, and other powers, who 
were enemies to the Proteſtants ; and that he form'd a 


deteſtable enterprize, in the hopes of being ſoon rais'd 
to the throne. Upon this account 'twas requir'd, that 
it ould be enacted by the authority of king, lords, 
and commons, that James duke of York, of Albany 
and U//er, ſhould be incapable of ſucceeding to the 


imperial crowns of Eng/and, Scotland, and Ireland; 


that after the king's death, or in caſe of reſignation, 

the throne ſhould devolve to the next heir, to the ex- 

cluſion of the ſaid duke, who by this act was conſider'd 

as dead: That the duke and his adherents ſhould be 

declar'd guilty of high treaſon, in caſe the leaſt endea- 

vours ſhould be uſed, by their influence, to put that 
| prince in poſſeſſion of any of the three kingdoms. - 


Cleveland, ſaid the king, when he heard this news, 


+ | you fee how inſufficient your counſels are, I am high- 
ly exaſperated at the proceedings of the parliament, I 


would rather loſe my crown than ſuffer ſuch inſults, 


and ſo manifeſt a contempt of my authority. Think 
therefore of a more effectual expedient than thoſe you 
have hinted to me on other occaſions. 'This reproach, 
wich I no ways deſerv'd, exaſperated me very much. 
If my counſels, replied I, have been inſufficient, your 


majelty is not to blame me, but your baſe flitterers. 


4 Had I been liſtned to, before it was too late, all the 


| ſiniſter accidents which have ſince happen'd would 
have been prevented. My counſels were confider'd as 
philoſophical dreams, as platonick ideas, though they 


would have been productive of the greateſt benefits, 
had they been follow'd. Now, when things are brought 
to the laſt extremities, my advice is ask'd, I deliver 
my ſentiments with freedom, and propoſe ſuch me- 
thods as appear to me moſt ſecure, moſt honourable, 


and moſt advantageous. Poſſibly your majeity may ap- 


prove them from neceſſity; but, if you don't reap all 
the advantages you might from them, is that my fault? 


Surely, 


| 
| 
| 
k 
| 
| 
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- againſt them, but I do not find they accuſe him of 
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Surely, royal fir, tis rather that of your favourites, 
who have reduc'd you to the ſad condition you are now [# 
in, and I cannot think of any method to extricate you BY 
from it. What you ſay, replied the king, is very true; 

but how mult {a&? *Tis impoſhble for me to ſtop the 
proceedings of the parliament any otherwiſe than b) 
proroguing it. And accordingly he did ſo. 1 
Theſe animeſities had like to have occaſion'd a great 
revolution. in Scotland. The duke of Lauderdale go } 
vern'd that kingdom, in quzlity of his m.jeſty's bigh 
commiſiioner. This noblen had taken care to bribe 
the parliament of that kingdom, and by that mean 
had eſtabli\h'd an arbitracy power in it. His chief aim 
was to extirpate the Presbyterians; and thole unfor- {i 
tunate victims ſuffer'd a very ſevere perſecution for . 

ſeveral years. But now, the withdrawing of the duke | 
of Vork began to revive their hopes: They appointed | 
duke Hamilton, and ſome other lords, to carry their 
complaints to the court in London. The cauſe was 
pleaded in full council; and the tyranny of the mini- 
| 


ſtry, the infraction of the laws, and other grievances, 
were ſo manifeſtly prov'd, that the members promisd 
to ſee juſtice dane, and to change the miniſtry there. | 
The king did not open his lips whilſt the affair was de- 
bating; but afterwards approv'd the judgment of the 
council, and ſeem'd to abandon the intereſts of the 
duke of Lauderdale. Being afterwards alone with his 
majeſty, I deſir'd to know what opinion he entertain'd 
of his favourite, after what he had now heard ? What 
would you have me ſay to him? replied the king; the 
Stats charge him with a thouſand crimes committed 


wronging me. | 

Whilſt the council were endeavouring to do juſtice 
to the Scots, the malecontents, either out of diffidence 
or from an exceſs of hatred againſt their perſecutors, 
reſolv'd to take advantage of the troubles which broke 
out in Exgland, in order to revenge themſelves, Ac- 
cordingly they took up arms, and Dr Sharp, archbi- 
ſhop of St Andres, fell the firſt victim of their rage, 


they murdering him in the moſt barbarous 1 
e his 
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This was the ſignal for the inſurrection, and in a few 
days fix thouſand men were got together. Theſe ſeix- 
ing upon G/aſzozw, and the ſeveral cities in the neigh- 
bourhood, made a moſt dreadful havock. 

This news redoubled the alarms of his majeſty, and 
vpon that he immediately ſent the duke of Monmouth 
againſt the Scots rebels. His grace march'd ſome Eng- 
liſh regiments, that were on the frontiers, into Scor- 
land, where a body of troops were alſo affembled. The 
duke ſet out with his army, which was far from con- 
ſiderable, againſt the rebels, whom he defeated the 
22d of June. Of theſe eight hundred were kill'd, 
and twelve hundred taken priſoners. Several of them 
were afterwards executed, among whom were ſome 
miniſters, who had been very zealous on this occaſion. 
A great number of priſoners were tranſported into the 
American colonies. The duke of Monmouth obtain'd 
afterwards a general pardon in favour of the Scots, 
which he publiſh'd, with leave for them to meet to- 
gether, to ſolemnize divine ſervice. However, they 
ſoon fell again into the ſame unhappy cireumſtances, 
by the fall of that nobleman. Upon this their churches 
were ſhut up; the officers, gentlemen, and miniſters 
were excepted out of the general pardon; and all the 
Presbyterians of that kingdom were obliged to find 
ſureties for their good behaviour, 

Upon the duke of Monmouth's return from his ex- 
pedition, the partizans of the duke of ork accuſed 
him of deſpiſing the orders of the king his father, in 
the view of engaging the affections of the people. His 
mijeſty being now prejudiced againſt him, ſaid, the 
moment he ſaw the duke, with an air of coldneſs and 
indifference, that had he gain'd the victory he would 
not have encumber'd himſelf with priſoners. The 
duke, who in all probability was nettled very mucb, 
replied with too haughty a tone, that he could not 
prevail with himſelf to murder ſo many people in cold 
blood; that being the office of the executioner. 
Monmouth, after his coming out of the palace of 
Whitehall, met me in the alleys near the Mall. The 
inſtant he perceiv'd me, he -—_ up very haſtily, and 
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told me all that had paſt. The reader may have ob- 


ſerv'd an invariable fincerity in all my actions; accord- 
ingly I ſpake very frankly to his grace. 1 told him 


plainly, that the anſwer he made the king was too 


abrupt; and that it charg'd his majeſty, who was na- 
turally of a humane diſpoſition, with cruelty : That 
the near relation he bore to him, (that of a ſon) ought 
to have made him ſhow greater reſpec to a father, 
who loved him with the utmoſt tenderneſs: In a word, 
that his too raſh anſwer would very probably haſten the 
diſgrace with which he was threaten'd. The duke 
ſeem' d no ways inclin'd to liſten to theſe remonſtrances. 
Diſtracted by the ill offices which the partiſans of the 
duke of Vork had done him, he anſwer'd me very 
Haughtily, that he was too long acquainted with my 
cenſorious temper : That I ought to addreſs him wich 
more reſpet: That my behaviour ſhew'd evidently 
my deſcent : That Oliver Cromꝛoell had barbarouſly 
murder'd king Charles, after having gain'd the confi- 


dence of the nation, by an ontward ſhew of wiſdom, 


altogether as infincere as that I affected. Theſe in. 
ſalting expreſſions exaſperated me: Monmouth, ſays l, 

ou wound me in the moſt tender part ; had any man 

ut the ſon of my king ſpoke in ſuch inſolent terms, 
A would have punis him that moment for it. Tho 
Jam the ſon of a traitor and tyrant, 1 yet can conſine 
myſelf to the bounds of fidelity and duty ; and wou'd 
10 God your deſigns were not of a more dangerous 
tendency than mine ! I endeavour much more to be 
really virtuous than to appear ſo; and this circum- 
ſtance makes a prodigious difference between you and 
me. The duke, without making one word of anſwer, 
gave me a ſtrong box of the ear. So outrageous an 
affront ſwell'd me to fury. Wretch! ſays I to him, 
drawing my ſword, thy blood ſhall atone for the ho- 
nour thou endeavoureſt to rob me of. Immediztely I 
ruſh'd upon him, and provok'd him to draw allo. 
Now it happen'd that an officer who had gone at ſome 
diſtance from us, as ſoon as we began our conference, 
came up at the noiſe; and ſeiz'd me as I was going to 
ſtab my enemy, who refus'd to draw. Cowards are 
. w gene- 
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generally eruel, and this was the character of Men- 


mouth, who did not ſave the priſoners in Scotland out 
of humanity, but merely from a political view. The 


duke no ſooner ſaw I was diſarm'd, but he fell upon 


me with his cane, and endeavour'd to ſmite me in the 
face. On the other ſide his ſervants and mine were 
fighting ; and did not leave off till they ſaw Monmouth 
go away with his friend, who carried off my ſword. 
I now was frantick almoſt to deſpair, and had nęver 
been ſeiz'd with ſuch violent agitations. Honour cal- 
led upon me to challenge Monmouth, and I was fix'd 
in that reſolution. Accordingly IT ſent a gentleman, 
who declar'd that I deſir'd to fight him, and bid him 
name the time and place. However, I took a very 
wrong ſtep, in not acquainting the king with it: But 
my enemy was baſe enough to do this, firmly per- 
ſuaded that his majeſty would Jay his commands.upan 
us not to fight: And this was the very ſcreen he 


wanted. Nevertheleſs, the king diſapprov'd of his 


ſon's conduct, inſomuch, that he reprimanded him 


very ſtrongly upon that account, and threatned him 


with the moſt ſevere effects of his indignation : At the 
ſame time he was pleas'd to ſend me one of his conk- 
dents, who told me, that he would oblige the duke of 
Monmouth to give me ſatisfaction before the whole 
court; but that he was highly diſpleas'd at my having 
ſent him a challenge; and therefore forbid the conſe- 
quences; giving me his royal word, that he himſelf 
would take care I ſhould have fatisfation, At the 
ſame time he order'd me to return to court; declaring, 
that the inſtant I appear'd there, I ſhould be highly ſa- 
tiched with the protection he would indulge me. 

I defir'd the gentleman to tell his majeſty, that T 
was infinitely oblig'd to him for this teſtimony he was 
pleas'd to honour me with, of the continuance of his 
favour ; but humbly beſonght him to let me keep from 


court, I added, that the duke of Monmouth's making 


an apology for the affront, was not attonement ſuffi ei- 
ent; that I was too generous to take the law of him; 
but that the ſame principle would oblige me to ven- 
ture my life, in order to recover my honour: That T 
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could never believe his majeſty would condemn the re- 
ſentment I ſo juſtly entertain'd; and therefore I en- 
treated him with all the moſt profound humility, not 
to preſcribe limits to my revenge, fince the duke's be- 
haviour was ſo very irregular. The king a little after 
ſent me word, that he hop'd I would be ſatisfied, now 
he had commanded Monmouth to depart the king- 
dom, and had remov'd him from the poſt of captain- 
general, | ; . 

Had I been ignorant of the real cauſe of this duke's 
_ diſgrace, I ſhould have been infinitely more affected 
with the intereſt his majeſty ſeem'd to take in my 
cauſe, tho'to the prejudice of his own ſon ; but Iam 
ſenſible that this revolution was owing to an unfore- 
ſeen accident. 'The king had been ſeiz'd with ſo vio- 
lent a fever at Vindſor, that the phyſicians were afraid 
his life was in danger. The earl of E/zx and the lord 
Halifax, enemies to the duke of Monmouth, endea- 
voured to ſecure themſelves from his hatred, by pre- 
vailing on the king to recal the duke of Vor. The 
intrigue was carried on with ſo much ſecrecy and diſ- 
patch, that the prince appear'd at court, before the 
contrary party had any advice of his return. How- 
ever, as the king was out of danger, the council 
thought it abſolutely neceſſary, that the duke of 7574 
Mould return to Bruſſels, for fear leſt his preſence 
mould make both the nation and the parliament mur- 
Mur. 

However, the duke did not leave the kingdom, till 
he had got Monmouth baniſh'd to Holland. Anthony 
Aſeley Cooper, earl of Shaftsbury, being in Monmouth's 
intereſt, ſhar'd in his diſgrace, It may not be impro- 
per to give you a ſhort draught of his character, as it 
will give you a better idea of the genius of the court. 
In 1670, the king took him into the miniftry, and his 
greateſt confidence, and in 1672 created him earl of 
Shaftsbury. He was a man of prodigious wit, capa- 
city and underſtanding ; and had the art of winning 
the confidence of all with whom he tranſacted, and of 
conducting the moſt important enterprizes, He was. 
by principle a deiſt, When the troubles firſt broke 
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out in the late reign, he was a great ſtickler for king 


Charles I. but afterwards became a very zealous parlia- 
= mentarian, and at laſt my father's greateſt confident. 
= Charles the ſecond being reftor'd, Southampton, lord. 
= bigh-treaſurer, whoſe niece he had married, brought 
him to court, where his extraordinary merit blotted. 
out the prejudices which his fickleneſs had made the 
| world entertain. Sir Orlando Bridgman being diſmiſt 
the poſt of lord-chancellor, Shafrsbury was raiſed to 
that dignity. In 1663, he openly favour'd the ene- 
mies of the court; ſelf-intereſt obliging him to aban- 
don that of his ſovereign. This nobleman knew the 


3 king's great weakneſs; and as he had been careleſs of 
his own welfare in the moſt important occaſion poſſi- 


ble, he had the ingratitude to abandon his moſt affec- 
tionate miniſters to the hatred of the people. SHHAſts- 
| bury, who was odious to the parliament, was ſuppos'd: 
to be at the head of all the court enterprizes. He ſaw 
the ſtorm which was gathering over his head, and was 


1 | afraid that the houſe of commons would make him the 


principal object of their vengeance. Being thus appre- 
henſive that the king would abandon him, he endea- 
vour'd ſecretly to provide. for his own ſafety. Ac- 
cordingly, an affair coming upon the carpet, in which 
the court ſtood in need of all his credit; he declar'd 
& ſtrongly againſt lord C/iford, at that time high-trea- 
ſurer, who propos'd to the houſe of peers the eſtabliſh- 
ing a perpetual fund; the deſign of which was, that 
they might be in a capacity hereafter, to act without 
tbe concurrence of the houſe of commons. But the 
chancellor immediately refuted lord C/iford's propo- 
al; and ſhew'd, that this plan was ridiculous and im- 
& practicable; would deſtroy the conſtitution, overturn 
the laws, bring the kingdom into the moſt dreadful 
& confuſion, and ruin the king and all the royal family. 
Alittle after this, the ſeals were taken from him, in 
& oppoſition to the rules of the moſt juſt politicks; but 
the obſtinate proceedings of the houſe of commons 
© exaſperated the king to a violent degree, inſomuch, 
that it was impoſſible for him to ſuppreſs his anger any 

longer; firmly perſuaded that his favourite had TP 
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all his ſecrets, and fomented the animoſity of the com. 
mons. Ui | | 


a law of Edward III. the earl of SHaftsbury, and three 


other noblemen, were ſent to the Tower. Theſe three 5 
who were Buckingham, Salisbury, and Wharton, ſoon 
obtain'd their liberty; but $4aft-bury continu'd thir- | 


teen months there, fully reſolv'd not to implore his 
majeſty's clemency ; but at laſt he ask'd pardon upon 
his knees in the houſe of lords, both for the fault he 


had committed, and the obſtinacy with which he de- 


nied it. In 1679, he recover'd his credit at court; 
but the duke of Monmonth's diſgrace occafion'd his fall 
a few months after, which was owing to the great zeal 
he diſcover'd for the. intereſt of the people. | 
The king was, about this time, in a very unhappy 
 Hruation. The parliament, by the vigour with which 
they ſupported religion and the laws, gave him incx- 
preſſible uneaſineſs; and the diſpoſitions of the people 
were ſuch, that it was very much the intereſt of the 
court not to exaſperate them ſtill more. Now nothing 
could be ſo proper to quiet them, as to ſacrifice to their 
hatred the conſpirators whom I have fo often men- 
tion'd. Accordingly the king reſolv'd to do this, and 
the following perſons were tried, and ſentenc'd to die, 
viz. Thomas Whitebread, provincial of the jeſuits in 
England; William Harcourt, rector of London; John 
Fenwick, procurator to the jeſuits in this kingdom; 
Fobn Gawen, and Anthony Turner, popiſh prieſts ; and 
Richard Lang born, a Roman Catholick ; and a celebrated 
lawyer, to whom the pope had granted a patent, aſter 
the revolution ſhould take place, for the poſt of attor- 
ney-general. Vhitebread had fled, and moſt of the 
reſt were executed the 2oth of June, 1679; but 
Langhoru was not put to death till the 14th of 745 
following. | 
The publick confider'd, as an action of the blackeſt 
die, the proteſtation which the above-mention'd cri- 
minals made of their innocence, even in their expiring 
moments, and that with the moſt horrid imprecations. 


Tais is a manifeſt proof, that the oath of a dying man 
is 


After very warm debates about the interpretation of. 
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death. 


is not always to be depended upon; eſpecially if it 
claſhes with facts that are univerſally known, the con- 


1 feſſion whereof would blaſt his reputation to all ſuc- 
= ceeding ages. Religion and integrity, ſeldom get the 
better on this occaſion. Poſterity, no doubt, will ſee 


a great number of memorials, which will exhibit many 


{ proofs of what T have here advanced, with regard to 


the falſe oaths taken by the conſpirators before their 


At that time the houſe of commons were very vigo- 


rous in their proſecution of the earl of Danby, whom 
they ſuſpected very much, becauſe of the great favour 


the king ſhew'd him. His conduct was inquir'd into, 
and he was charg'd with mal-adminiſtration. They ac- 
cus'd him with having declar'd in full council, That 4 


| new proclamation of the king, was of greater authority 


than an old af of parliament : However, his impeach- 


ment was dropp'd, becauſe that nobleman, contrary to 
= his majeſty's expreſs command, acquainted the houſe 
with ſeveral important particulars relating to the con- 
ſpiracy. By this means the earl made himſelf odious 


to the Roman Catholicks, whom ht oppos'd to the ut- 


moſt of his power, in the hopes of making the king 


ſtrike into ſuch a courſe as would be truly for his in- 


| tereſt, and the advantage of his kingdoms. His great 


intimacy with the prince of Orange, and the hatred 


be openly diſcover'd for France, animated the parti- 
rans of that court againſt him. Things were at that 


time in ſo great a ferment, and the animoſity between 


| the court and the houſe of commons, was carried to 


ſo prodigious a height, that people did not know how 


to act. The negotiations which Mr Mountague, the 


Engliſh embaſſador in France, had been carrying on in 


| that kingdom, prompted the houſe of commons to re- 


vive their impeachment of the ear] of Dandy. With- 
out deſcending to the particulars of theſe inveterate 
diſputes, the remembrance of which is ſo freſh, I ſhall 
oblerve, that aſter ſeveral examinations, the earl of 
Danby, poſſibly out of regard to the king, being un- 
willing to clear himſelf by producing his majeſty's or- 


ders for all he had done, ſuffer'd himſelf to be com- 


mitted 
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mitted to the Toer, where he lay four or five years, 
in ſpite of the peers, who did their utmoſt endeavours 
from time to time, to get him releas'd, |, 

During this interval, a thouſand attempts were made 
to oblige Oates and Bedloe to retract what they had de. 
clar'd, with regard to the plot; but all in vain. A | 
proje& was form'd, in order to caſt the odium of it | 
upon the Presbyterians, and that by a gathering which 
was made from houſe to houſe, in favour of Oates and 
Bedloe, upon pretence that the court allowance was 
not ſufficient for their ſubſiſtence. The artifice was 
univerſally ſuſpected, ſo that the collectors were treat- 
ed with the utmoſt diſdain. Had theſe collected a con- 
fiderable ſum, a report would immediately have been 
ſpread, that they had been hired by the Presbyterians 
to ſlander the Papiſts. 

The conſpirators employ'd alſo one Reading, a coun- 
ſellor, to corrupt Bedloe, and engage him to retract 
what he had ſworn againſt the lords impriſon'd in the 
Tower, eſpecially the lords Peters, Porois, Stafford, and 
fir Henry Tichburne. However, Bedloe contriv'd mat- 
ters ſo artfully, that he catch'd Reading in the very 
ſnare he had laid for him. He hid two perſons in the 
room in which they had their conference, by which 
means the bribery was diſcover'd. Reading, after play- 


ing theſe tricks, was ſentenc'd to pay a fine of a thou- 


fand pounds, to ſtand in the pillory, and be impriſon'd 
for twelve months. 

New engines were daily ſet at work to get the lords 
out of the Toter; and in this view, Price and 74% 
borough were employ'd to corrupt Dagdale. This man 
complied with their defires, and gave them a paper, in 
which he confeſs'd, that he had charg'd the Roman 
Catholicks unjuſtly, with having a hand in the con(pt- 
racy ; and that the whole was a meer chimera. A con- 
fiderable ſum was promis'd him for making this decla- 
ration; but at Jaſt, they began to ſupect Dagdale's fide- 
lity, and thereupon they went and accuſed him of hav- 
ing offer'd to recant ; but the former had laid his ſchemes 
ſo well, that he diſcover'd the artifices of thoſe two 
wiretches, who were thereupon committed to 2 
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All theſe projects being defeated, a new one was 
form'd. Twas to ruin the earl of Shafts5bary ; and to 
charge the dukes of Monmouth and Buckingham, the 
earls of Eſex and Halifax, ſeveral of the moſt conſi- 
derable merchants of the city, and myſelf with the 
horrid deſign of aſſaſſinating the king, One Danger- 
Feld, who lay in priſon for debt, was releas'd by lady 
Portis, and afterwards hired to run about from tavern 
to tavern, to ſpread reports, and copies of letters, as 
tho the greateſt lords, and others, who had appear'd 
molt active in their endeavours to diſcover the famous 
conſpiracy, had themſelves writ them. I did not eſcape 
on this occaſion, for the villains counterfeited my 
hand, and coat of arms ; and writ letters in my name, 
which gave occaſion to a report, that I was engaged in 
a horrid plot, and one of the principal conſpirators. 
Theſe were ſaid to be forty in number, of whom there 
were ſo many liſts, and in each liſt eight hundred names. 
The letters and liſts were to be laid privately in the 
houſes of the perſons nam'd, which were afterwards 
to be ſearch'd, upon pretence of ſcme conſpiracy. 
Could it have been poflivle to invent a more horrid im- 
poſture? Daxgerfie/d was preſented to the duke of 
York, who at firſt beliey'd all he diſcover'd to him. 
The duke, after giving him twenty guineas, .carried 
him to the king, to whom Dangerfie/d told all the in- 
ſtructions which lady Pois had given him. He ac- 
cus'd the lords Grey and Howard, the dukes of Men- 
mouth, Buckingham, and ſeveral others, and tcok care 
not to omit me. His majeſty order'd the informer for- 
ty pounds. Twould be endleſs to mention the many 
villains who were ſet at work in this dark accuſation, 
but at laſt, the whole was found to be a trick. With- 
out deſcending to particulars, I ſhall only obſerve, that 
Dangerfield, fearing that lady would deceive him, and 
thereby bring him to the ignominious death he de- 
ſerv'd, confeſs'd the whole intrigue to fir Robert Clay- 
ton, lord mayor of London, and to ſeveral other perſons 
of quality and figure. The lord Caſtlemain, and ſe- 
veral of the accomplices were ſ{eiz'd. Lady Potis was 
thrown into the Tower, and 1 with high treaſon, 
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viz. with a deſign to aſſaſſinate the king. This horrid 
deſign being diſcover'd, it reflected ſhame on thoſe who 
Had invented it. The duke of Vr was more con- 
temn'd- than before, and the king was generally cen- 
ſur'd, for abetting an intrigue of ſo dark and deteſtable 
a re $7 

My wife, whom I have not mention'd ſince the con. 
| ference above recited, between the king and the duke 
of ork, fell about this time into a deep melancholy, 
Since our return to England, ſhe had brought me two 
daughtergmote: My ſons had diſtinguiſh'd themſelves 


in their ſeveral employments. The eldeſt, then but 


feventeen, was made an officer in Menmoutb's regi- 
nient, which at that time was in France. My ſon had 
contracted an intimate friendſhip with one of the king's 
Pages, with whom he went to the regiment. This 
Page, whoſe name was Mr Churcbill, was a very hand- 
iome youth, and promis'd great things. I may be al- 
Jow'd to digreſs a little upon his account, perſuaded 
that the particulars I ſhall relate will not be diſagreeable 
to the reader. The king's favourite miſtreſs being 
one evening at the play-houſe, in a ſplendid diſhabille, 
truck a rich banker, who wiſh'd earneſtly to be ad- 
mitted to the Sultana, and for that purpoſe made ve- 
ry large offers. The Lady laugh'd at it at firſt, but 
the banker being ſmit more and more with her charms, 
went ſo far, at laſt, as to offer ten thouſand pounds 
ſterling, for only two hours correſpondence. The 
offer was accepted; the banker was to come at the 
Hour appointed with a note of that value, to be paid 
by a merchant ſhe named, and ſign'd by him; and up- 
on that condition the lover was to ſtay with her the 
time he deſired. The Banker came, and put the note 
into the hands of the Ds, who laid it under het 
bolſter. The hours being ſpent to no purpoſe, ſhe 
Touted the Banker from her bed ; had him turn'd out 
of the houſe, and ſent for young CB 
abovementioned. Twas about three in the morning 
when he waited upon her, not knowing upon what 
account. The D. 
bout ſeven or eight, and at his taking leave made him 
* 2 _ 4 Pre- 


the page 


ſs did not part with him till a. 
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a preſent of the note. That very day he went and 
= recciv'd the Money; and after paying ſome few fmall 
= debts, he, as one who knew the value of money, put 
WE the reſt to intereſt. The commerce between the 
= D ſs and our beautiful page was afterwards car- 
ried on for ſome time ; but being afterwards whiſp 

red to the King, his Majeſty contriv'd matters ſo, that 
he had lik'd to have ſappriz'd our knight-errant in his 
dalliances. Charles II. diſcovered his reſentment no 


= otherwiſe, than by baniſhing his page to France, where 


a capt in's company was given him in Monmouth's re- 
giment : And as for the Du ſs ſhe ſoon reingra- 
tiated herſelf into the favour of her Sovereign, who 
was not over delicate in thoſe matters. My eldeſt 
| ſon, as was obſerved above, went with C to 
their regiment ; and theſe two young officers, whe 


were already friends, contracted a till greater intima- 


cy; applied themſelves very aſſiduouſly to the milita- 


F ry profeſſion, and learnt all that is neceſſary to form 
the great captain. 


My youngeſt ſon was ſtill one of the King's pages. 
J had the ſtricteſt eye over his conduct; and, with his 
| Majeſty's permiſſion, he applied himſelf to all thoſe 
arts and ſciences which finiſh the Gentleman. He 
learnt the languages with wonderful facility. He was 
as well acquainted at ſixteen years of age with philoſo» 


4 phy, law, and the intereſts of the ſeveral Princes of 


Eu rope, as old men who had ſpent their lives in thoſe 
ſtudies: In a word, he was a prodigy in literature. My 
dear wife and I were for ever thanking heaven up- 
on that account; and in all the uneaſineſſes which the 
publick affairs brought upon me (and theſe could not 
but be great, conſidering how much I panted for re- 
tirement) Fanny endeavoured to divert me, by relating 
a thouſand witty particulars of our dear Billy, for ſo my 
youngeſt ſon was call'd. But this worthy, this virtu- 
ons woman, was at laſt ſeized with the deepeſt melan- 
choly. This I was not immediately ſenſible of, be- 
cauſe ſhe had always made it her ſtudy to pleaſe me 
on all occaſions. But I obſerved, that her endeavours 
in this particular began to flackenz however, I did 
2 not 
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not once mention it to her for ſome weeks. At laſt 
ſhe grew ſo very melancholy, and vented ſuch fre- 
quent, ſuch deep fighs, that I thought proper to en- 
quire into the cauſe of them. Do you no longer love 
me, deareſt Fanny, ſays 1 one day; is your heart 
chang'd with regard to me? Tell me, oh tell me, in 
what I have offended you. Youare fixed in thought, 
you ſigh ; you now gaze at me, (and that but ſeldom) 
with mournful, dying glances. You no longer diſco- 
ver that warm, that lively paſſion which was always 
the delight of my ſoul, You grow ſo very wan and 
thin, that "tis ſcarce poſſible to know you. By all that's 
dear, by our ſweet children, T conjure you to unfold 
your heart; tell me the ſybje& of your grief, and be 
perſuaded that I love you as tenderly, as on our bridal 
day. Nay, I proteſt J love you till better; and that 
if you don't acquaint me with the motives of your 
diſquietudes, I ſh:]] die. For theſe three weeks that 
J have ſuppꝛeſt my juſt and reaſonable curioſity, I have 
felt unnumber'd pangs. Will you deſtroy me by your 
filence ; do you no longer repoſe that confidence in 
me, which you have ſo conſtantly indulged me ſince 
our reconciliation ? Alas! my Fanny, Iam no longer 
the dear object of your affections, whereas I had flat- 
ter'd myſelt . . . No longer dear to me, do you ſay, 
replied Fanny, alas! too eruel, too dear Husband! ... 
She then flew into my arms, being ſcarce able to pro- 
nounce thoſe words, and ſhed a flood of tears ſhe 
could not ſtop. Her cheek ſeem'd glued to mine; ſhe 
preſs'd] me in her arms for near a quarter of an hour, 
venting the deepeſt ſighs, pouring forth inceſſint tears; 
and ſometimes darting the moſt tender glances, with- 
out being able to pronounce a ſingle word articulate!y: 
At laſt, ſeeing the affliction I was in, ſhe made an effort 
to calm me, ſobbing bitterly at the ſame time 
Cleveland, my dear Cleveland, ſays ſhe, ſuffer my tears 
to flow; you ſhall afterwards know the reaſon of my 
grief. Having mixed my ſighs with hers, and given 
Way to tears, which my dear, dear wife's ffliction 
forc'd from me, I ſtay'd till ſhe might be able to ſpe:k 
to me. At laſt, her tranſports being calm'd, ſhe ſpoke 
ES as 
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as follows. Thou beſt of Husbands, do not add, by ſuſ- 
pecting my love to you, afflictions to thoſe with which 
] have been ſo long tortured. Poſſibly it might have 
been better, had I diſcovered the cauſe of them ſoon- 
er: But dreading leſt you ſhould betray as much weak 
neſs as my ſelf, I would not trouble you with the re- 
lation of a dream I had about four or five weeks ago. 
You may remember we were then in the country, and 
that Billy came to viſit us there; bringing you at the 
{:me time ſome orders from his Majeſty. As we were 
Juſt fitting down to dinner, the famous lawyer arrived, 
who had educated our ſon. He din'd with us, and 
you cannot have forgot that we diſcours'd upon a 
multitude of things; and the admirable aniwers our 
dear Billy made to every queſtion that was asked him, 
in a manner far above what could have been expected 
from his years. I will confeſs, that I thought myſelf 
thrice happy in being mother to ſo promiſing a youth. 
This you and Idiſcourſed' of when we were alone; 
and both of us could: not forbear enpatiating on the 
beautiful perſon, and particularly on the wonderful 
perſections of this young creature's mind. I thought 
myſelf the happieſt mother in the world, and poſflibly 
was too vain on this occaſion. Alas! the very night 
of that day, being in a dream, methought our darling 
fon was brought, (Heaven divert the omen!) me- 
thought Bi/ly was brought to me, wounded all over 
his body. I ſtarted from my ſleep in the deepeſt ago- 
nies ; I complain'd, I ſigh'd bitterly, and ſo loud, that 
you wak'd. You may remember that I faulter'd in my 
anſwer, and as tho? I had been but half aſleep ; and 
immediately reſolved not to acquaint you with my 
dream. Since that time I have us'd my utmoſt endea- + 
vours to drive it away from my mind; and have ſaid 
a thouſand times to myſelf, that *twas no more than a 


chimera form'd by my diſturbed imagination. But I 


in vain attempt to baniſh the thoughts of it, and for 
that purpoſe indulge myſelf in every kind of diverſion ; 
for Billy is eternally preſent to my imagination, and 
methinks I ſee him all pale; the blood ſtreaming from 
his wounds, and yielding up his laſt gaſp. Saying theſe 

T 3 | words 
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words ſhe figh'd, and wept more bitterly than before; 
fo. that 'twas impoſſible for me, notwithſtanding my vi- 


_ olent ftruggles, to forbear echoing to her groans. [I 


ranſacked my imagination for the moſt delightful ideas, 


in order to diſpel the gloom which this ſad relation had 


N over my ſoul. Let us, thou beſt of women, 
ays I, fly from the court, and the troubleſome, tho 
Honourable employments, which have engaged our 
Ray in it. Tis there that the never-ending talk of 
Plots and affaflinations have filled you with the moſt 
gloomy ideas: And hence aroſe your ſad dream. Let 


us withdraw, with our dear Bi//y, to our eſtate in the | 


country; there, reſtored to our ſelves, we alone fhill 
form the dear object of each other's care. Thou wiſe 
Lord Clarendon ! had I but taken due notice of thy 
counſel . . . . Saying theſe words I fainted away; and 


my wife, deeply afflicted as ſhe was, ſuccoured me to 


the utmoſt of her power; ſo that 1 recover'd by lit- 
tle and little, and found myſelf in her arms, At this 


inſtant, Billy, our darling ſon, came to me with a 


meſſage from his Majeſty, My dear Fanny and I gra- 
ped him alternately in our arms, and careſſed him with 
the utmoſt tranſports. He was ſurpriz'd to ſee me fo 
fond, becauſe JI had always put on a ſerious air before 
him ; fearing he would grow vain, in caſe I ſhould 


allow him too much familiarity. But now he asked 


me with the moſt reſpectful earneſtneſs, why I indul- 
ged him ſuch unuſual careſſes, which he was. perſus- 
ded were unmerited. As the King came unexpected- 
ly into the room, I had not an opportunity of anſwer- 
ing his modeſt queſtion. His Majeſty had done ſo be- 
fore; when finding Mrs Cleveland and I very me- 
lancholy, he was pleaſed to enquire into the cauſe of it, 
and whether it would not be in his power to remedy it. 
I was going to anſwer, and afterwards beg leave that 
I might retire from court, a great many Noblemen 
came in, which obliged us to diſcourſe on other 
matters. | | 
My wife withdrew to another room, with his maje- 
ſty's leave, and took our ſon with her. I did not af. 
terwards join in the converſation, ſo deep was the an- 


guiſh 
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guiſh with which I was ſeized, at the relation of 
that dream; and tho' I was perſuaded that alkdreams 
do not end like that E related before, I yet knew that 
it poſſibly might, and ſo could not remove the thoughts 
of it from my mind. The king, and the noble men 


.who attended him, were all this time ſearching for ex- 


pedients to ſuſpend the meeting of the ' parliament. 
Their ſecret view was to eſtabliſh arbitrary power; 
and afterwards to deſtroy, with greater eaſe, the Pro- 
teſtant religion. The publick had long ſuſpected this, 
and their ſuſpicions ſoon roſe to demonſtration. But 
now the alarm became general; and the 1 
ſatires and other ſevere pieces which were publiſh d. 
proved that the ſtorm was near at hand. The coun- 
ties were perpetually addreſſing the king, in order rhac 
he might call the parliament together; but the anſwer 
his majeſty return'd, ſo far from calming the fears with 
regard to the danger, ſerved only to encreaſe them. 
Charles II. trod in the very ſame ſtep his immediste 
predeceſſors had done; and look'd upon the preſcrib- 
ing of limits to the duration of parliaments as an in- 
fringement on the royal prerogative. This king we 
as ignorant of his true intereſt as his father and grand - 
father; and, like them, endeavoured to retrench the 
liberties of the ſubjects. He publifh'd a proclamation, 
forbidding all perſons under the the moſt ſevere penal - 
ties, to ſpeak, to complain, much leſs to write, con- 
cerning the government. However, this was all to 
no purpoſe, for the addreſſes were more numerous, 
the defenders of the people's rights did not fear his 
menaces, and their zeal prompted them to ſearch out, 
and publiſh the ſecrets and conduct of the Roman 
catholicks. | | 
The odious changes which were made in the mini- 
ſtry, increaſed the juſt alarms and animoſity of the 
publick. The earl of Shaf754ury was to reſign his em- 
ployment of preſident of the council to the earl of 
Radnor. All the former miniſters were recall'd to their 
employ ments, and the duke of Y had orders to 


come immediately to court. However, he did not 


continue long there, bis preſence being ſo difagreez- 
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ble, not to ſay odious, that his majeſty ſought ſome 
honourable way by ,which he might diſmiſs him ; 
and this he did by ſending him to Scotland, with 
the ſtile and title of his majeſty's high commiſſioner 
in that kingdom. This employment did not prevent 
the duke from carrying on his own affairs in England; 
and gave him an opportunity of gaining a great num- | 
ber of partizans in Scotland, who might be of great 
ſervice to him in time to come. 

As the king dreaded his parliament, he reſolved to 
Prorogue it, which the council, who foreſaw the 
fatal conſequences that would attend this deſign, en- 
deavour'd to hinder, and to intimidate the king, 
However, all their repreſentations were fruitleſs, and 
his majeſty made no other anſwer than that e, hi; 
Will. This deſpotic tone ſurprized, but did not 
frighten thoſe who ſincerely loved their country. 
Sir William Temple diſtinguiſh'd himſelf by the 
ſtrength and boldneſs of his remonſtrances. I my: 
ſelf obſerved to his majeſty, that a council was of no 
manner of uſe to him, ſince he would neither ask its 
advice, nor follow its deciſions ; and that no Engl 
monarch had ever found his advantage in ſuch a con- 
duct The king did not give the leaſt attention to 
ell we could ſay; and there is no doubt, but that the 
frankneſs and fincerity with which I ſpoke to him, 
was the cauſe of my diſgrace. EY 

The moment I perceived that his majeſty no lon- 
ger indulged me the ſhining marks of his favour be 
had ſhown me all the time I had continued in his 
ſervice, I took a firm reſolution to lay down my em. 
ployments, and retire from court. I firſt acquainted 
Mrs Cleveland with it, who immediately ſaid, that 
ſhe had always been afraid of propoſing it to me, 
but was now overjoy'd. at what I told her. How- 
ever, ſhe conjured me to weigh well my deſign be 
fore F put it in execution. I anſwer'd, that I had 
conſider'd it long before, and my opinion was, that 
as his majeſty was ſo much changed with regard to 
me, *twould be prudent and honourable in me io de- 
fire leave to reſign; and to give up my enen, 
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and not to expoſe myſelf to the diſpleaſure of ſeeing 
them wreſted ont of my hands. 1 alſo confeſſed to 
my wife, that her dream gave me continual uneaſt- 
neſs; and that it tortur'd me perpetually, tho' I had 
not once mention'd this, fince her revealing it to me; 
but had aſſumed an exterior tranquillity, purpoſely 
not to give her pain. That after I had obtain'd leave 
for us to retire from court, we would go into the 
country to our eſtate, far removed from the tumults of 
a court, which, perhaps, was the moſt vieious in the 
world. That we would take our dear Billy with us, 
who ſhould purſue his ſtudies under my eye: That 
the face of affairs might be changed, and the crown 
devolve to a more virtuous monarch, perhaps to the 
prince of Orange, who at that time had a double title 
to it : That in this caſe, our dear ſon might make 
himſelf known to the new monarch, who doubtleſs 
would give him ſome poſt, the moment he found 


the great talents he poſſeſs'd. To conclude, that I 


reſolved, the firſt time the council met, to beg a 
Private audience of his majeſty, when J would beg 
leave to retire from court. 

The council meeting the very next day, I beſought 
his majeſty to indulge me a quarter of an hour's au- 
dience. If 'tis in the deſign, reply'd the king, of tu- 
toring me, I will not grant it, otherwiſe follow me. 
Being come into his cloſet, I threw myſelf at his feet, 


and thank'd him for his great beneficence to me, ſince 


my return to Eng/and. Aſter this, I begg'd him to 
permit me to withdraw from the council, to let me go 
into the country, aud there live on the eſtate of my 
children, in order that I might give them ſuch an edu- 
cation, as would make them good chriſtians and faith- 


ful ſubjects to his majeſty : That whatever I had been 


ſo free as to declare at any time, either in council or 
private to his majeſty, was ever dictated by conſcience, 
and in a ſincere view of ſerving him. And that in caſe 
J had incurr'd his diſpleaſure upon any account, I 
humbly begg'd his pardon. | 

The king, who had order'd me to riſe, the moment 
I fell at his feet, told me with an air of indifference, 
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if you want to retire, you may. Your ſon Willian 
ſhall ſoon be ſenſible of my affection. I expect daily Wm 
to hear of the death of an old officer; and the inſtant 
I receive that news, my page ſhall ſucceed to his em. 
ploy ment, which is one of the moſt diſtinguiſh'd in 
the kingdom; yourſelf may exerciſe it till ſuch time 
your ſon is of age to take it upon himſelf. I threw 
myſelf at the king's feet to thank him for his good- 
neſs, but beſought him to ſuffer me, in the mean time, 
to take my ſon along with me. Perhaps, faid I, be 
may ſwerve from his duty, when he is no longer un- 
der my eye. I ſhall even take the freedom to acquaint 
your majeſty, that a dream which I have heard, makes 
me tremble for my ſon's life. How, a dream! ſays 
the king, commanding me to riſe. Immediately I told 
his majeſty my wife's dream, at which he burſt out a 
laughing. 1 took you, ſaid he, for a philoſopher, but 
J find you have all the weakneſs of a woman. Cleve- 
land, retire whenever you think. proper, but as for 
William, he ſhall ſtay with me; and be aſſur'd that l 
will make his fortune: He is ſo promifing a youth, 
that I am this inſtant endeavouring at it; and let me 
tell you, fince you don't know it, all dreams are un- 
truths. I again implored the king to let me take my 
ſon with me, but to no purpole, and then his majeſty 
withdrew. 24 
*T'was ſoon blazed throughout London, that my 
wife and I had leave to retire from court. At the 
ſame time, the earl of E/zx reſign'd his poſt as firlt 
lord of the treaſury, The lords Halifax, Ruft!, 
Cavendiſh, Sir William Temple, Capel, and Powe, 
Knights, Cc. deſired alſo to lay down, and their re- 
queſt was immediately granted. And now the king 
having thus got rid of a ſet of miniſters who were 
obnoxious to him, imagin'd he might put his projects 
in execution without the leaſt obſtacle. e then 
abandon'd himſelf intirely to the conduct of the duke 
of York, and ſaw, as it were, only with his eyes. 
His brother put the adminiſtration into the hands of 
the earl of Sunderland, Hyde and Godo/phin. The 
duke ſoon left Scotland, and appear'd again at court in 
greater ſplendor than eyer. | In 


Mr CLEVELAND. 227 


wa In the mean time the earl of Shaft bury and his 
daily friends were not idle. For ſome time they had ſpread 
ſtant == 2 report, that Mrs Walters or Barlow, mother to the 
em i duke of Monmouth, had been marry'd to the king 3 
in and that the marriage contract was in the hands of 
Ime Sir Gilbert Gerard. This report had a very great ef- 
ew fect upon the nation, and every one talk'd of Mon- 
od. mouib's right to the crown ; and the proofs of it 
ne, were daily pretended to be made in pampilets. The 
he court thought it neceſſary, nay of the utmoſt conſe- 


quence, to deſtroy theſe prejudices the nation. now 
entertain'd. Accordingly his majeſty, in an extraor- 
dinary council, made a ſolemn declaration, that this 
marriage was a mere forgery of his enemies. Sir Gil 
bert was examin'd, and made oath, that he knew no- 
thing of ſuch a contract, or ſuch a marriage. After- 
wards theſe ſeveral particulars were printed. | 
I had now been above three months wich my wife 
at our country-ſeat, about twenty miles from London. 
J uſed to ſend the faithful Dring twice a week to 
court, to inquire aſter my. fon's he:lth, We correſ- 
ponded by letter on the moſt ſerious ſubjects. as 
religion, morality, and the preſent Kate of affairs. 
The fire, the vivacity and judgment, which appear d 
in all his letters, gave me inexprefible ſatisfaction. 
This recall'd to my remembrance my wife's {ad dream; 
and I trembled when I thought of loſing, in ſo fatal a 
manner, a treaſure that was ſo dear to me. For this 
reaſon J was ever revolving, whether there might not 
be a poſſibility of my getting him away privately 
from the king; and Tat laſt imagin'd,' 1 had hit upon 
an expedient ; but I ſuſpended the execution of it till 
the ſolemnizition of a court-feſtival, that was to be 
ten days after, which was the laſt time my ſon was to 
ferve as page. But this delay proved fatal, as the 
reader will ſoon find | | . 
Before the feſtival, there was an order to try all 
ſuch perſons as were impriſon'd upon account of the 
late conſpiracy. The court had bribed the jury, by 


which means the court party were victorious; ar 
ear 


fooner than ordinary, with a long ſerious letter. [ 


and laſtly, that his mother and I ſhould implore 


-and that my ſon, being in waiting,, was oblig'd to 


a particular meſſenger, in order that, in caſe my ſon 
could not have an opportunity of ſending an anſwer 
by him the next day, 1 might not be impatient at 
His ſtay. The meſſenger arrived about ten in the 


— 
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earl of Caſtlemain and the reſt of the priſoners wert I | 
declared not guilty; and even a French woman, one 
Celier, whom lady Potis had employ'd to bribe Dar: 
gerfield. The grand jury brought in the bill prefer. 
red againſt that lady, ignoramus. However, notwith. WW 
ſtanding this, the court did not ſucceed: in their mes 
ſures. 

As great preparations were making for the feſtivil 
above-mention'd, I ſent the faithful Dring two days 


obſerved to him, the artifice F intended to employ, 
in order to get my ſon from the king; TI told him 
what he ſhould ſay to his majeſty, in caſe he would Þ 
not conſent to his leaving him. The turn J had given 
to the affair was fuch, that I was firmly perfuaded, 
it could not but ſucceed; and J told him farther, in 
my letter, that imagining he would not have leiſure 
to write to me during the court diverſions, I had ſent 
Dring two days ſooner than ordinary, and ſhould be 
very impatient till he was return'd; that J could not 
account for the uneaſineſs J felt, but that I ſhould 
not be eaſy till I ſaw him arrived ſafe in my houſe; 


Heaven inceſſantly for his preſervation. ' Dring ſet 
out with my letter, and being got within a few miles 
of London, news was brought, that the king was at 
Windſor. Accordingly Dring made for that town, 
and was ſoon inform'd, that his majeſty was hunting 


atterd him. This Dring gave me an account of by 


evening. My wife and I having gone to bed early, 
had been deeply tortur'd in our minds,. but did not 
mention this to one another. At laſt my ſorrow burſt 
from me, when I cry'd, deareſt Fanny, what ails you? 
Alas! anſwer'd ſhe, with tears, what ails you? Your 
dream, ſays I, afflicts me more than ever. I began 
to- ſlumber, when methought I ſaw Biliy ſtabb'd , the I 
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heart. My ſon, cry'd ſhe, in a feeble tone of voice, 
is dead; immediately I roſe; rung for my ſervants, 
= who bringing in a light, Heavens! in how deplora- 
ble a condition did I find my wife ? A corps could 


not be paler, and ſhe ſeem'd quite breathleſs. Rack'd 
with inexpreſſible pangs, I bedew'd her cheeks with 


| my tears; I gave her hartſhorn ; rubb'd her lips and 


temples with ſpirits, when, at laſt, ſhe half open'd her 
eyes, and whiſper'd —— Billy is dead! She now fell 
into very ſtrong convulſions, when I took her in my 
arms, beſeeching her to put her truſt in the Almighty, 
and to conſider theſe dreams as an almoſt neceſſary con- 
ſequence of perpetual gloomy thoughts. Alas ! ſaid 


' ſhe, dear Cleveland] every thing was too plain in my 


dream; and that which you juſt now told me, reſem- 


| bles it too much, for us ever to flatter ourſelves, that 


we ſhall again ſee our much loved ſon. He is no more. 
Dear Billy! I ſhall never ſee thee again. I let her 
weep, holding her till faſt claſp'd in my arms: And I 
had as much need of ſuccour as ſhe, but nevertheleſs, 
put the utmoſt; conſtraint upon myſelf. In this 
manner we ſpent the whole night. Some of my ſer- 
vants were gone to call a phyſician. About nine 
next morning, one came and wiſper'd me in the ear, 
that Dring was return'd ; that he begg'd to ſpeak with 
me, but deſired I would not mention a word of his 
arrival to his lady. Theſe myſterious precautions, in 
the ſad circumſtances we were in, perſuaded me, that 
my wife's dream and mine were but too true. Af- 
ter intreating the phyſician and waiting woman' to give 
my poor diſtracted wife all the comfort poflible, I 
left the room (upon ſome excuſe I made) and went 
into that where Dring waited for me. The moment 
he ſaw me, he fell at my feet, claſping my knees : 
Surely, cry'd he, never were parents more wretched ! 
His heart was ſo full, that he could not go on. I 


had juſt ſpirits enough left to throw myſelf into an 


eaſy chair, where I was ſeized with a ſhivering all over 
me. The phyſician finding my wife a little better, 


was in ſearch of me, to acquaint me with it. Upon 


his coming in, he found me in ſuch a dreadful agony, 
and 
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and my blood in ſuch a violent ferment, that he was 
oblig'd to call for help; and after J was a little re- 
cCover'd, be took ten or twelve ounces of blood from 
me. I now began to breathe, and ſeeing Dring, - 
who by this time was come to himſelf, I bid him 
draw near to the couch, on which they had laid me, 
Being ſeated, after the room was clear, Dring, ſays I, 
my ſon, my dear Billy, is dead; Heaven! did'ſt thou 
bleſs me with this treaſure, only to ſnatch him ſo ſoon 
from me ? Cracious God, thy will be done, but O, 
indulge me an extraordinary ſupport on this mourn- 
ful occaſion ! Thou ſectt how greatly I ftand in need 
of thy aſſiſtonce; do not refuſe it me; and alſo forti- 
fy the ſoul of my poor unhappy wife, Merciful 
Creator ! have mercy vpun us. After this ejaculation, 
J ask'd Dring, whether my ſuſpicions, with regard 
to my dear ſon's death, were not true? Alis! Sir, 
repiy'd he, they are but tco much ſo; your excel 
lent ſon is desd; and my heart is ready to burſt, 
when 1 inform you, that he was murther'd. His 
majeſty, afrer his return from hunting, read ſome 
time at a window; and then, laying down the book, 
threw himſelf on a couch, cover'd with his cloak, 
In order to fake a little reft, Having ſlept about half 
an hour, he roſe, left his cloak on the couch, and 
went into an apartment, where ſcine of his favourites 
waited his coming. Your ſon, after the king was 
gone, wrapp'd himſelf in his majeſty's cloak; and 
throwing himſelf on the couch, cover'd his face with 
the ſheet. About an hour after, a perſon unknown 
went up to one of the courtiers, and enquired where 
his majeſty was. The nobleman, taking this fellow 
for an officer of the houſhold, told him very impru- 
dently, that the king was :ſleep in ſuch a room, 
which he ſhew'd him. The wretch had no ſooner 
heard this, than he went into it, upon pretence, that 
he had ſome buſineſs with his majeſty. Several per- 
ſons. ſaw him go into the room, but no one took the 
leaſt notice of it. The aſſaſſin, ſeeing a man aſleep 
upon the bed, cut his throat, imagining, in all pro- 


bability, that *twas the king; and after ſtabbing him 
in 
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in ſeveral parts of his body, took his opportunity, 
and got away unperceiv'd. Not long after, your 
dear ſon was found dead, weltering in his gore, The 
news of it ſtruck me with the utmoſt horror, and 
I am now return'd, to acquaint you with this ſad. 
cataſtrophe. The earl of D » Your faithful friend, 
ſeeing me, at midnight, in the room where this hor- 
rid murder was committed, where he came, in or- 
der to inquire into this dreadful murder, deſired me, 
with tears in his eyes, to ſet out immediately, and in- 
form you of what happen'd. He bid me adviſe you 
in his name to come to court as ſoon as poſſible, 
to ſue for juſtice at his majeſty's hands; and to beg 
him to give orders for making the ſtricteſt ſearch after 

the aſſaſſin. | | 
Dring had no ſooner ended, but I was ſeized with 
the deepeſt affliction. I had my own ſorrows to ſup- 
port; and thoſe with which I figur'd to myſelf Mrs 
Cleveland would be oppreſt, increaſed my agonies. I 
had ſpent near an hour in ſearch of ſuch expreſſions, 
as might be capable of comforting my dear wife!; 
when I ſaw her come into the room, ſupported by 
her two waiting-maids; and coming near the couch, 
my dear, ſays ſhe, we now have occaſion for uncom- 
mon ſtrength and reſolution. Hearing that Dring 
was come back, and that he had been ſhut up above 
an hour with you, one of my women ſtole ſoftly to 
your chamber door, and overhearing you, came and 
told me. You may think this was a clap of thunder 
to me; this you will believe; and when you call to 
mind the ſtrong affection I had for Billy, you will 
not wonder at the tortures I felt, when I heard, how 
barbarouſly he had been murder'd. But as I had long 
prepar'd myſelf for this diſmal ſcene, methinks, now 
I have heard it, heaven has indulged me an unuſval 
ſtrength of mind. By this you find that I have heard 
of our dear ſon's tragical end: However, as Billy 
was ſo virtuous a youth, we ought to conſider his 
death as a felicity ; to him, I mean; for he dy'd 
before his mind could be ſully'd by the wickedneſs 
of his fellow-creatures, Let us, my dear HS 
| | aw 
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draw down upon the reſt of our children a peculizr 
bleſſing from the Almighty, by our implicit ſubmiſ. 
fion to his will. | 

This reſolution of Mrs Cleveland appearing to me 
fo wonderful, knowing the ſtrong love ſhe bore to 
our dear Billy, that 1 will confeſs, it was of prodi. 
gious conſolation to me. Nevertheleſs, I was ſeized 
with a violent fever, which prevented my going to 
Londen. The earl of D „the faithful friend, of 
whom Dring ſpake to me, hearing of my indiſpo- 
ſition, came and viſited me in the country, four days 
after the murder. The tender things he ſaid to my 
wife and me, touch'd my very foul. He added, that 
finding I did not come, he had obtain'd a private au- 
dience of his majeſty, on which occaſion he beſought 
him, in my name, to give immediate orders for mak. 
ing a ſtrict ſearch after the murderer. That the king 
anſwer'd, he was deeply affected with your ſon's 
death, and had already given an order for making of 
the ſtricteſt ſearch, However, reply'd the earl, I don't 
believe his'm y, for I myſelf ſet ſeveral ſpies 2. 
bout the court, charging them to enquire, whether 
the k—g had given any ſuch orders; and ſo far from 
it, I have been aſſured, that he had forbid any per- 
ſon to make the le:{t mention of the murder. Many 
people, continued his lordſhip, believe, that the rut- 
fian fancy'd that *twas the king he murder'd ; but J 
myſelf am of a different opinion, becauſe his m-—y 
ſeem'd ſo very cold and indifferent in the affair, that 
I am firmly perſuaded he knew the whole ſecret of 
it. I believe, my dear friends, added the ear] (look- 
ing very mournful on me and my wife) I believe 
it will be to no purpoſe for you to make any ſearch; 
and would therefore have you leave to time the diſ- 
covery of ſo deteſtable a crime. Paſs your- days in 
the place where you now reſide, in peace and tran- 
quillity ; and reſolve with yourſelves never to appear 
in a court, where vice reigns in ſo barefaced a manner. 
Affairs may very poſſibly take a quite different turn; 
and we, perhaps, may ſoon ſee virtue and probity 
prevail in it, The Papiſts are ſo ſtrongly * 
| 7 
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by the duke of Dl, that there is no doubt but the 


ſpsrit of the nation will be rouzed at laſt. *Tis very 
probable, that the duke will ſucceed his brother, and 
then the former will not fail to ſet every engine at 
work, in order to deftroy the Proteſtant religion, and 
ſubject Eng/and once more to the papal ſee. The duke 
will ruin himſelf by his ill condu&; for the Eng/i/p 
have too ſtrong an averſion to the Romiſb ſuperſtitions, 
to ſuffer theirs to be oppreſſed. Tis evident to me, 
that what I now hint to you, is founded on reaſon 3 
but how ſo great a change will be brought about, I 
am not able to tell you. | | 
The earl, aſter asking what we intended to do, 
ſaid no more. We then beſought him to give orders 
for our ſon's burial, the inſtant he was got to Wind- 
ſor, whither he ſaid he would go immediately; but we 
found this was an unneceſſary requeſt,” he having al- 
ready done Billy that liſt mournful office. He after- 
wards conjured us, to be as eaſy as we poſlibly could, 
under this diſmal loſs; and to beſtow our whole care 
upon the education of the reſt of our children; my 
lord, ſaid my wife to him, you are ſenſible, that our 
beautiful ſon poſſeſſed unnumbered virtues, and, con- 
ſequently, the fine things we expected from ſo lovely 
a bloom; you know how dear he was to us, and how 
re ſpectful he always behaved towards us. For theſe 
hve or fix weeks, Mr Cleveland and I have had the 
moſt dreadful omens of this ſad ſeparation ; we were 
oppreſſed with the reflection; and you perceive my 
husband's affliction; but as for myſelf, added ſhe, I 
feel myſelf ſupported by an Almighty Hand; and I 
hope that Mr Cleveland, by an intire ſubmiſſion to 
the will of heaven, will recover his health, and be 
reſtored to the ſerenity of mind, as becomes 'a Chri- 
ſtian. His lordſhip admiring the great reſolution and 
conſtancy, or rather the grace of God in her, ex- 
horted me to imitate the excellent example ſhe ſet me. 
The earl ſet out that very day, and came within ſix 
miles of Windſor, that he might arrive there the next 
morning early, in order to wait upon his majeſty at 

his Levee, HAS 
U Me 
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My fever was ſo very violent, that twas ſome time 
before the phyſicians Suld allay it, and it tormented 
me near two months. I was ſtrongly poſſeſſed with 
the opinion, that my wife's tranquillity was merely ſpe- 
cious; and I will be ſo weak as to confeſs that this re- 
flection retarded my cure. But obſerving afterwards 
that ſhe look'd better (her perpetual exhortations to me 
to reſign myſelf to providence, making an impreffion 
on my mind) I made an effort with myſelf, and the 
fever leaving me, I at laſt was quite recover'd. My 
eldeſt ſon who, whilſt all theſe melancholy incidents 
happen'd, was in France, deſired leave to go for Eng- 
land, which being granted, and landing at Dover, he 
rode poſt to my ſeat. All three burſt into tears the in- 
ſtant he came into the room, and the fight of them a- 
wak'd the ſad remembrance of dear, dear Bi/ly. How- 
ever, the joy we felt at our claſping him in our arms, 
diſpell'd our firſt ſorrow; and we were infinitely pleaſ- 
ed when every moment diſcover'd ſome lovely quality 
in him. After having ſpent a fortnight with us, one 
evening as we were walking together, he began to make 
very ſolid refleQions on the ſtate of England at that 
time. Having ended them, I had flatter'd myſel!, 
Jays he, with the hopes, that the king would have 
cCauſed a thorough ſearch to be made after the wretch 

who murder'd my brother ; but I don't find he once 
ſtirr'd in the affair, not even made you the leaſt com- 
pliment of condolence on that occafion. 1 cannot 
prevail with myſelf to ſerve a maſter of ſo inſenſible 
and hard-hearted a temper ; and therefore I beſeech 
you, good Sir, to conſent to my going into Holland, 
there to ſeek for employment. You have, continued 
my ſon, ſeveral friends who have great authority in 
that country, and 'tis in your power to recommend me 
to them. It may perhaps be an eaſy matter for me to 
obtain, by their intereſt, from the prince of Orange, 
a company in one of the Engliſb regiments; and I 
promiſe you, fir, to behave myſelf in ſuch a manner, 
as ſhall never give you the leaft unezfineſs. I ſhall of- 
ten have an opportunity to pay you my reſpects. In 
caſe you indulge me my requeſt, I will ſend back my 

| " commiſſon 
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eommiſſion to my colonel, and direct it to my worthy 
3 captain Churchill, to put it into that officer's 
ands. e | N 
U anſwer'd my ſon, that as this affair deſerved the 
moſt ſerious attention, I would conſider it with his 
mother, and adviſed him to open it to her. At laäſt, 
Mrs Cleveland and I having weigh'd the reaſons pro 
and con, we gave our conſent; and at the ſame time 
promiſed to allow him ſuch a ſum annually, as ſhould 
enable him to make a conſiderable figure. As I had 
had a conſiderable ſhare in the negotiation of the prince 
of Orange's marriage, and was firmly perfuaded, that 
his highneſs had a great value for me, I took the liber- 
ty to write to him, to defire his favour in promoting 
my ſon, who was one and twenty, to ſome poſt in the 
army. His highneſs was very gracious on this occaſion, 
and did me the honour to anſwer me himſelf; telli 
me that a company was at his ſervice. T-afterwards 


got my ſon's diſcharge without any difficulty; after 


which he went into Holland, with the ſpecial leave of 
his majeſty, who poſſibly was very glad to get rid of 
an officer, whoſe fight might recal to his memory a 
great many unpleafing thoughts. 
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NATURAL SON 
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Oliver Cromwell. 
— "Book XI — — 
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EIN determined not to go to Los- 
don, ſo long as the feuds ſhould ſubſiſt 
between the King end people, and that 
perſons of honour and integrity ſhould 
forbear going to court, notwithſtand- 
ing the employ ments they held there, 
I retired to Devonſhire. I there took po!- 
ſeſſion of the lands which Lord Tereoi ll had ſuperinten- 
ded ever ſince the death of his father. His Lordſhip had 
always punctually remitted the revenues of them to _ 
an 
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and I found every part of the eſtate in good order and 
condition. My wife and I expreſs'd the deep ſenſe we 
had of our great obligations to him upon that account, 
and I believe he could not accuſe us of ingratitude. 

Thus having taken poſſeſſion of this rich inheritance, 
and made ſome new and very neceſſary regulations 
with the tenants, Fhad a prodigious deſire to go and 
viſit the ſepulchre of my dear mother, and the caves 
which had ſerved as an aſylum, in my tender years, 
to my innocence and virtue, My wife was exremely 
defirous of accompanying me; but as ſhe had laboured 
for ſome time under an hectic fever, and the fatigue of 
the journey would be very great, I was afraid to take 
her along with me, eſpecially as it might be of dan- 
gerous conſequence, to revive the remembrance of her 
own misfortunes, and thoſe of my family, by the fight 
of a place in which we had paſs'd ſo many melancho- 
ly hours. 

I took no one along with me but the faithful Dring, 
and James, who was better acquainted than my ſelf 
with the ſubterraneous paſſages of Romney-hole. As 
'twas above five and thirty years fince I had lived there, 
J had but a very confuſed idea of it. James, who was 
guide, carried us firſt to the ſolitary place in which I 
had ſpent ſo many years, Do I then fee once more, 
cried I, as we advanced towards it, the only ſpot in 
the world, in which I met virtue and tranquillity ? 
Why did I not breathe my laſt in theſe ever-peaceful 
| retirements, in ſome corner of this ever-winding rock? 
| What a multitude of calamities ſhould I then have a- 
voided ? *Tis here the aſhes of my virtuous mother 
are depoſited ; a mother, whoſe precepts and example 
Inſpired my ſoul with a love for virtue, and an abhor- 
rence for vice. Theſe reflections forced a multitude 
of ſighs from me. For ſome moments I was in a per- 
plexity, which it is eaſier to conceive than expreſs; 
however, a few ſolid reflections gave ſome eaſe to my 
mind. My complaints, ſaid I to myſelf, are in vain 
and it does not become a wiſe man and a chriſtian, to 
grieve for things which are irrecoverably loſt. My 


mother is no lenger among the living, ſo that my 
"EAN Sroans 
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groans cannot be of ſervice to her. We were born td 
die. The fame decree which gives us birth, calls us, 
at the expiration of a certain term of years, to the 
grave. Tis certain, that divine juſtice raiſes thoſe to 
infinite and eternal bliſs in heaven, who have lived a 
life of virtue here below. This is a never-failing ſpring 
of conſolation ; and nothing can be better adapted to 
ſootk the numberleſs ſorrows we feel in all the rever- 
ſes of fortune. Let me, then, leave a ſolitude, whioh 
affects me ſo ſtrongly, that ſenſe and reaſon are ſcarce 
able to triumph over human weakneſs. Theſe laſt 
words awak'd too ſtrongly the remembrance of my 
dear mother, My ſon's death now painted itſelf, and 
in the moſt gloomy colours, in my imagination; the 
various calamities of my life - crowded upon it; the 
cruel blows I had received from fortune, and the 
dark malice of my fellow creatures ; all theſe roſe in 
my fancy with ſo much violence, that I would have 
fled, had Inot been held down by ſome unknown 
power, from my dear ill-fated mother's grave. 

I fat ſome time upon it, quite loſt in thought, when 
on a ſudden I heard a moſt grievous moan iſſue from 
the deepeſt part of the cave. Some unhappy wretch, 
ſays I, to my ſervants, is here bewailing, as I do, the 
rigour of his fate. Let us, ſays I, give him conſolz- 
tion, for he ſeems to be in great want of it. Ii. 
good, and even pleaſant, to aſſiſt thoſe who often have 
no other ſupport than their virtue; nay, we are on tl 
ſome occafions bound by the laws of humanity to ſuc- 
cour one who is oppreſſed with guilt. Saying this, 
my two Servants and I advanced towards the place 
whence the voice came. After we had walk'd ſome 
time in theſe caves, we heard the following words pro- 
nounc'd diſtinctly. Kings are the moſt ungrateful of 
men. This I ſhall inceſſantly repeat; and they on the 
other fide, will never ceaſe to repay with ingratitude 
the moſt important ſervices. I had relied entirely up- 
on virtue, but it is a meer phantom, an empty name. 

We now were got to the place where this unfortu- 
nate man lay, and by the light of a torch which ane 
carried before me, I perceived a man in a very Ph 
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did dreſs, who the moment he had ended theſe bitter 
wailings, plung'd a dagger into his boſom. He was 
extended on the ground, and his blood iflued from the 
wound in great abundance. W hat calamity. ſays I, to 
the gentleman, could prompt you to kill your ſelf ? 
Is it not the indication of a greater ſoul to ſubmit pa- 


tiently to ill fortune, than to put an end to it by ſelf- 


murder ? He made no anſwer, but moved his hand, 


| to fignify that he did not defire any aſſiſtance. How- 


ever, Dring ſtopp'd the blood, whilſt I held the un- 


| happy gentleman's hands, ordering, atthe ſame time, 


Janes to go immediately for the firſt ſurgeon he could 


meet with. A little after, our patient fainted away, 


but we recovered him by our care, and the help of a 
imelling-bottle which Dring always carried about him. 
At laſt, throwing his diſtracted glances quite round 
him; how cruel you are, ſays he, with a feeble, dy- 
ing voice? Why will you recal to life an unhappy 
wretch, to whom that celeſtial preſent is now inſup- 
portable? Suffer me to bury my calamities in the 
gloom of this cave. TI uſed all the arguments poſlible 
to perſuade him to live; I ſet before him the heinouſ- 
nels of ſelf-murder, and the dreadful conſequences z 
however, he perfiſted in his reſolution of dying. 
James, at his leaving the valley, happened to meet 


| with a ſurgeon, who was going to wait upon a gen- 


tleman in the neighbourhood. After promiſing that 
he ſhould beamply rewarded for his pains, he brought 
him to us, having firſt obliged him to ſwear ſecrecy. 


The wound did not prove mortal, ſo that this man, 


who was a very able artiſt, promiſed to cure his pa- 
tient ina very few days. 1 was very well pleaſed with 
James's foreſight, and I myſelf obliged the ſurgeon to 
make a moſt ſolemn promiſe not to reveal what he 
ſaw and heard. I then gave him ten guineas, and 
Promiſed him three times that ſum; as ſoon as the 
gentleman ſhould be completely recovered. 

Teft Romney-hole very late at night, and a little be- 
ore we had carried the unhappy gentleman to his a- 
partment, which happened to be the ſame Lord Ax- 
er had tenanted 3 there we met with a young 

| gentle- 
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gentlewoman of exquiſite beauty, a N and 
two ſervants. There was no need of our exhorting 
them to take the utmoſt care of the patient ; for their 
tears, their aſſiduity, their affliction, and alarms, 
plainly ſhewed that they were deeply afflicted at the 
lamentable condition to which he was reduced. 
The moment I was got home, my firſt care was to 
ſend them all ſach proviſions as they might want. The 
next day the ſurgeon came early to my houſe, accord- 
ing to my defire, when we ſet out again for Rymny: 
Hole, accompanied by Dring and James. Our pa- 
tient ſeemed pretty eaſy in his mind ; and as his wound 
was not dangerous, and that his weakneſs was wholly 
owing to the vaſt quantity of blood he had loſt; a 
little after his wound was dreſs'd, and he had taken 
ſome reſt, I beſought him to relate his misfortunes, 
but with no other view than to relieve them, in caſe 
this was in my power. This place, ſays I, you live in, 
was the azylum of Lord Axminſter and his family. 
There his excellent lady breathed her laſt : Here Imy 
ſelf was firſt ſenſible to the tender paſſion of love. 
Cromwel!'s unparallel'd cruelty forc'd my mother to 
ſhelter herſelf in the dreadful ſubterraneous cavities 
of this rock. I came yeſterday, purpoſely to viſit once 
again the grave of the beſt, the deareſt, and moſt vir- 
tuous of mothers. Your ſad wailings drew me to the 
place where you lay. Highly ſatisfied that it has been 
in my power to ſuccour you, I now conjure you to 
give me another ſatisfaction, and that is, to inform me 
who you are; the motives of your diſmal complaints, 
which prompted you yeſterday to lay violent hands on 
yourſelf, What reaſon ſoever you may have had to 
conceal your calamities from the reſt of the world, be 
aſſured, that you may reveal them to me without the 
leaſt danger. I will do every thing in my power to 
ſooth your affiitions; and as I myſelf have laboured 
-under unparallel'd misfortunes, nothing ſhall be want- 
ing on my fide to procure you all the eaſe poſſible. 
- He was filent for ſome moments, as tho' he refle&- 
ed on the offer l made him. At laſt, after telling me 
in the moſt obliging terms, that the generoſity 1 . 
ſhew. 
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ſhew'd him, would not ſuffer him to conceal, what 


till then he had deſired to keep from the knowledge 
of all; I am perſuaded, added he, that as ſoon as I 
have informed you who J am, viz. H » Earl of 
R „vou will ſay to yourſelf, I already know the 
greateſt part of his ſtory. I therefore ſhall not deſcend 
to numberleſs particulars of my life, which would be 
as unpleaſant for me to relate as for you to hear, My 
father, to ingratiate himſelf early with King Charles 
the Second, turned Roman Catholick, and had me 
educated in the ſame principles. He committed me to 
the care of an eccleſiaſtic, a perſon of ſtrict honour 
and integrity, who taught me two or three general 
maxims, which I always thought very judicious. The 


maxims were theſe, Fear God; ſerve the King, ſa 


ſo long as he ſhall keep his coronation oath, and con- 
form to the laws of the Land; and laſtly, doas you 
would be done by. After that theſe excellent maxims 
had been ſtrongly inculcated into my mind; that the 
full- extent of them had been explained to me, and I 
had finiſhed my ſtudies with ſucceſs, my father ſent 
me to travel. I already was tolerably well acquainted 
with the genius and intereſts of the ſeveral nations of 


Europe; and I endeavoured to improve this know- 
ledge, by attending carefully to the ſeveral things 1 
ſaw and heard in the countries thro? which I travelled. 


I viſited Holland, Germany, France, Spain, and Ital, 

Being thoroughly acquainted with the different cha- 
raters of theſe five nations. I endeavoured to unite 
them in myſelf; to be flow in reſolving ; to give my 
mind a juſt and ſolid turn of thinking; to be either 
humble or haughty as occaſions might require; to ap- 
pear grave and reſerved'to every one, and to diſſemble 
whenever it might be neccſlary. 3 

I had left England upwards of three years, and theſe 
I had imploy'd in viſiting the firſt four countries 


abovementioned, When I arriv'd in Rome, I there 


met with Sir C , whom you cannot but 
have heard of, and with applauſe. He diſcover'd a ſin- 
gular merit, and I may ſay, a ſuperiorſty of genius 
from his tender years: but the vivacity of his temper, 


which 


— 
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which was inclined to gallantry, ingaged him in an 
intrigue with a lady of diſtinction of this city, which 
proved of fatal conſequence to both. The lady made 
the firſt overtures, and told him whar he was to do, in 
order to get ſecretly into her apartment. He made 
me the confident of his amour, and I ſupplanted him 
by coming half an hour before his arrival. I found the 
Lady, who had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the artifice, 
and immediately put out adim wax light that was in the 
apartment. At the time appointed, Sir 661 
comes, knocks ſoftly at the door, and not being admit. 
ted, began to call aloud, ſo that the Lady, who knew 
his voice but too well, did not know what to do. A 
moment after, the Lady's husband came and thunder'd 
at the door, where ſpying the knight, and taking him 
for a thief, both drew their ſwords. Hearing this 
noiſe, I ran to the fire and lighted the wax light, when 
opening the door, I ſaw a gentleman, a ſtranger to 
me; and immediately Sir C gave his 
enemy a full thruſt, and laid him at his feet. I forgot 
to obſerve, that the Lady had fainted away, which [ 
obſerved as I paſſed by the bed with the lighted taper. 
Thou haſt betray'd me, ſays Sir C —— the 
inſtant he ſaw me, however, I pardon thee. The 
dead man there 1s certainly the Lady's husband, who 
undoubtedly had heard of my intrigue with his wife. 
How ridiculous is all this, and indeed, why ſhould he 
be vexed at my ſharing with him the favours of the 
beautiful Marcelli? May all jealous-pated wretches 
meet with the like fate. This was the firſt wiſh that 
wicked woman made, when ſhe ſaw her husband lying 
dead on the floor, the moment ſhe revived. Let us 
fly, ſays I to the knight, as ſoon as poflible, other- 
wiſe we ſhall be ſeized by the magiſtrates. But you 
muſt take me with you, ſays the cruel female ; but 
firſt, ſays ſhe to Sir C , take this box of 
Jewels, and myſelf will take the other, which is full 
of gold, ſo that we ſhall have money enough for a very 
long journey. I went and took my coach, where [ 
waited for the knight and his chaſte miſtreſs, at a place 


we had agreed upon without the city. After this, I 
| | ordered 
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ordered my valet-de-chambre to pack up my things, 
pay my debts, and to ſet out for Venice, where he 
ſhould ſoon hear of me. | | 
This adventure taught me, when I grew more ad- 
vanced in years, to have a due reſpe& for the mar- 
riage ſtate 3 and the danger to which we were expoſed, 
raiſed the moſt ſerious refleions in my mind, with 


regard to the wild frenzies of youth. Whilft I Was 


making theſe, the Lady was applauding to me her 
conjugal virtues ; and obſerving how ridiculous'it was 


in a man to put a reſtraint upon his wife. As for the 


knight, he beſtow'd the higheſt encomiums on theſe 
beautiful virtuous ſentiments. | | | 
We got out of the Pope's territories, and when we 


| were got within ſome diſtance from Naples, I begg'd 
| Sir 


C „ to leave that vile woman. I 
gave him a good many reaſons, in Eng/iſp, why it was 
proper for him to do this, and ended them in theſe 
words; in caſe we ſhould be found in her company, 
we ſhall certainly be thought guilty of the crime you 
have committed. We ſhall certainly be purſued, and 
in caſe we are ſeen together, what defence ſhall we be 


0 


able to make? | 


Theſe were very ſtrong reaſons; nevertheleſs, my 
friend was ſo deeply ſmitten with the charms: of this 
creature, that he could not approve of them. So far 
from it, he reſolved to marry her; and expatiating on 


the merits of the lady, he thought that the marrying 


her would be the greateſt happineſs. Finding all my 
arguments were to no purpoſe, I reſolv'd to abandon 


him. Accordingly, I ordered the coach and horſes to 
be got ready, and finding my knight inflexible, I took 


my leave of Sir with an air of the 
utmoſt diſſatisfaction. A moment after I was got into 
the coach, he ran to me, when he conjured mein the 
moſt affectionate terms to ſtay, till the next day; de- 
cliring, © that it would be neceſſary for him to be al- 
lowed that time, in order to weigh deliberately the 
counſel] I had given him. I yielded to his requeſt, 
and for fear leſt my friend ſhould again be captivated 
by the deſtractive charms of that infamous wretch, I 
X 2 employ'd 
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empley'd a ſtratagem. I myſelf carried to the inqui- 
ſition a fatal inſtrument, in the view of ridding our'ſelves 
of this odious woman; having firſt given orders that 
every thing ſhould. be ready for our departure at my 
return. The Lady was gone to Maſs. I told the knight, 
in few-words, what I had done to extricate us ; de- 
claring that we muſt ſet out that moment. Let us 
then go, ſays he; but I'll carry away with me ſome 
token of the beautiful Marcelli. Upon this he took 
the two boxes, and tho' I earneſtly beſought him to 


leave one behind, he would not liſten to me. He told 


me, ſmiling, when we were got at ſome diſtance, and 
riding as for life; that the woman who had enſnared 
me, is, with regard to me a true Egyptian, as I am 
an {/raz/ite with regard to her: however, in the place 
Where ſhe now is, has ſhe any occaſion for theſe things? 
this wealth would have been all loſt upon her, and we 
have a better'right to it than the inquiſitors, fince we 
were ſo far in her good graces. Had J left them, con- 
tinued the knight, in the inn, would they ever have 
come to her hands? And all matters duly weigh'd, do 
not I deſerve a reward for delivering her from ſo bru- 
tal a husband ? To conclude, dear friend, when this 
hurry and confuſion is over, we'll divide as brethren, 
ſince we ran the ſame risk. The knight ſpoke all this 
with ſo humorous an air, that *twas impoſſible for me 
to be ferious. I can aſſure you, added the Earl, that 
ever ſinee that time Sir C has conduc- 
ted himſelf with the utmoſt prudence , and that the 
reflections he made on this dreadful adventure, have 
been of 'the utmoſt ſervice to him. 

We arrived very happily in Venice, where I found 
my valet-de-chambre, who was impatient at my long 
Ray. We asked him whether our adventure had not 
made ſome noiſe in Rome? He anſwered, that the 
Lady was of ſo abandoned a reputation, that no ſearch 


was made after her husband's murderer, ſhe paſſing 


for: the moſt profligate woman in that city. That as 
the deceas'd liv'd in Milan, his ſudden departure from 
Rome had prevented his hearing whether the relations 
of that unhappy gentleman had cauſed a ſearch to = 

made 
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made after his infamous wife; however, he congratu- 


lated my friend and mne, for having ſo happily extri- 
cated our ſelves from that dangerous adventure. 

We left Venice the very next day after our arrival 
in it, and without making any ſtiy on the road, we 
arrived happily at the Hague. I reſided in it ſome time, 
and diſcovered myſelf to Charles II. who was there 
at that time. This happen'd very luckily to be a little 
before his Reſtoration, and his Majeſty upon his re- 
turn to Enz/4nd honoured me with an employment at 
Court. The king was then the moſt amicable (if I 
may be allowed that epithet) man in the world. He 
ſeem'd born to a Throne, nature having endued him 
with all the qualities which form the grezt Monarch. 
He ſucceeded to the Crown with the almoſt univerſal 
ſatistaction of his ſubjects, who were quite tired out 


with their late anarchy. Bat you, doubtleſs, ſaid the 


Erl of N 


„are well acquainted with King 


_ Charlzs's conduct, ſo that I ſhan't repeat to you the 


mutual diſſatisfactions which broke out between his 
Majeſty and the Nation, the inſtant almoſt after his 
coronation. Immediately after this was ſolemniz'd, 
1 begg'd leave of his Majeſty to return to Holland, 


there to marry Mrs W————, with the conſent of 


our parents. . . . . . . Here the Earl, looking up- 
on me with a very obliging air, cried ; with how 
little reſerve, Sir, have I told you my ſtory, without 
knowing what gentleman 'tis I am ſpeaking to? I now 
am weary, and therefore ſhould be greatly obliged, if 
you would tell your ſtory. Poſſibly the knowledge of 
this may make it neceſſ:ry for me to inform you of the 


ſeveral tranſactions of the Court, during my employ- 


ment in it; fo that I ſhall need only to inform you, of 
the misfortunes Which reduced me, by inſenſible de- 
grees, tothe wretched condition in which you now 
lee me. | 

I intended to give his Lordſhip a ſhort account of 
my misfortunes, but the moment 1 told him my name, 
he interrupted me, and asked with great eagerneſs, 
whether (as I could not but have heard, the great 


ſhire he had in Lord C/arendon's diſgrace, whoſe inti- 
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mate friend he knew I had been) I could look upon 
him with any pleaſure after this? 1 don't intend, ſays 
he, to expatiate on the great ſervices I did both the 
King and the Nation, for this you muſt neceſſarily 
have heard, fince you filled a conſiderable employment 
at Court, a few years after J left it; but will only en- 

wour to prove to you, that I was not ſo barbarous 
to your late illuſtrious friend as you may imagine. A 
particular pique had exaſperated me againſt Lord CIa- 
rendon; and when I have told you the motive of it, 
you perhaps will not cenſure me ſo much as you other- 
wiſe would have done. I would have begg'd the 
favour of you, reply'd I, to clear up that matter to 
me; but as your Lordſhip has need of repoſe, I'll take 
my leave of you now, and dine with you to morrow, 
in caſe, my Lord, you judge proper, I'Il ſend in the 
neceſſary proviſions, and ſhall be proud to do the ſame 
every day, ſo long as your Lordſhip ſhall think fit to 
itay there. My country ſeat is not a great way from 
hence, ſo that when you ſhall be in a condition to leave 
this cavern, I have an apartment in my houſe at your 
Lordſhip's ſervice. There you may live as retired as 
you pleaſe, not to mention that the air is much purer 
than that of this cave. His Lordſhip thanked me in 
general for the offers I had made him, and deſir'd me 
to viſit him the next morning. | 

As *twas ſummer time, I waited upon him very ear- 
ly the next day; having before order'd my ſervants to 
carry thither a great many things he wanted, I bid the 
furgeon take all the time neceſſary for curing his pa- 
tient; and had the pleaſure to hear that the wound 
was much. better, and that his Lordſhip might be 
mov'd with ſafety in a week. TI afſur'd his Lordſhip, 
that I fincerely wiſhed his recovery, which gave him 
no little pleaſure; and he afterwards unboſom'd him- 


ſelf to me in a moſt engaging manner. Sir, ſaid his 


Lordſhip, the arguments you employed the day that I 1 
ſtabb'd myſelf, have made ſo ſtrong an impreflion on 
my mind, that I every day return thanks to Heaven for 
ſuffering me to be ſtill ranked among the living, and 
indulging me time for repentance, As I ſtrive to = 
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fer up a ſincere one to the ſupreme Judge, I hope that 
it will be accepted. 
His Lordſhip ſeemed in great emotion at theſe 
words. I therefore thought proper, ſeeing him ſo 
well diſpoſed, to interrupt him, by aſſuring him that 
F was overjoy'd to find it was in my power to ſerve 
bim; and would now relate my adventures, ſince he 
deſir'd it. Twill be a prodigious pleaſure to me, re- 
plied his Lordſhip ; and I expect to hear a ſeries of ve- 
ry ſurprizing incidents. 
I then made him a ſhort relation of my whole life, 
which the reader has already heard, and therefore ſhall 
not repeat it. I expatiated very much on Lord 
Clarendon, and deſcribed him in the moſt pompous. 
terms, if I may beallowed that expreſſion, but with- 
out deviating from the truth. I told him the honour 
his majeſty had done me, in making me a member of 
the privy Council. I related in a few words the feve. 
ral uneaſineſſes J had met with in his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice: The reſolution I took to leave the Court, and to 
take my ſon away, who was one of the King's pages : 
The leave which was granted me to reſign, and the 
order I receiv'd to leave my ſon at Court ; and laſtly, 
the tragical end of my much-loved fon. Thus my Lord, 
ſays I, you have heard the adventures of a man, who 
has a thouſand times repented his not following the 
Earl of Clarendon's advice, wiz. To take care how 1 
devated my ſelf to a Prince, who, upon his acceſſion to 
the throne, poſſeſs'd all the qualities which form the 
great Monarch; and yet was afterwards ſo completely 
-A in luxury and debauchery, that ke loſt them 
all. 92 a | 
His Lordſhip having thanked me for this relation, 
and the great care I took to provide him in all things 
neceſſary, had a table ſpread, with three covers, near 
his bed ſide. He then ſaid, in the moſt obliging terms, 
that as he had an earneſt defire that the young perſon 
J had ſeen, whoſe ſad ſtory he would tell me, ſhould 
be acquainted with Mrs Cleveland; ſhe ſhould dine 
with us, in order that I might be enabled to give a de- 


ſcription of her behaviour to my wife. Accordingly 
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he ſent for Miſs Lydia, who indeed appear'd an exqui- 
fite beauty. But when ſhe began to join, with the 
utmoſt modeſty, in the coverſation; and diſplay'd her 
arts in the thanks ſhe gave me ſor the great care I had 
taken of the Earl of R 
father; I muſt confeſs that I was not ſtruck ſo much 
with the charms of her perſon, as with the graceful- 
neſs of her diſcourſe. We din'd in the moſt agreea- 
ble manner, and my dear wife's health was not forgot. 
Juſt as we were going to riſe from table, a perſon 
who had all the air of a, gentleman, came into the 
apartment, who ſaluted the compapy with a very polite 
air. He nevertheleſs ſeem'd vaſtly dejected, and had 
a great ſcar in his face. He was in a veiy neat, but 
plain dreſs ; ſo thst I rook him at firſt for a ſervant of 
his Lordſhip, who ſoon undeceived me in that par- 
ticular, by giving his hand to the gentleman, Sit 
down, ſaid he, by my new friend, who liv'd here ma- 
ny years before us. To him I owe the numberleſs fa- 
yours I ſpoke to you of ; whoſe great ſincerity and 
fidelity has loſt him the King's favour, as we did This 
SRI, ſays the Earl of R.... to me is, Sir 

—, whom I mentioned to you in the begin- 
ning of my ſtory, and be aſſur'd he is worthy of your 
friendſhip. You ſee a ſear in his face He owes it 
to a ſatyrical expreſhon he let fly againſt the King, who 
would not forgive it, Sir C was a mem- 
ber of the houſe of Commons. In the year 1670, he 
oppos'd the grant of certain taxes; however, the 
Court. party prevail'd ; and all that the Commons could 
effect, was to get the ſubſidies aſſign'd to certain odi- 
ous inconſiderable funds. A motion was made, to 
put a tax upon play-houſes, to which the King's 
creatures anſwered, that the players were in his Ma- 
jeſty's ſervsce, and appropriated to his pleaſures. Sir 
ask'd very humouroufly, which ſex 
amus'd his Majeſty whether the actors or the actreſſes? 
This anſwer exaſperated the King, ſo that he hired a 
ſett of ruffians, who watching the knight one evening, 
fell upon him ſuddenly, and flit his noſe to the bone. 
The houſe of Commons were reſolved to * mY 
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horrid inſult, ſo they condemn'd the aſſaſſins to per- 
petual baniſhment, with this clauſe, that it ſhould not 
be in the King's power to pardon them. The tyranny 
of the Court was heartily inveigh'd againſt on this 
occaſion: However, the knight not thinking it ſafe 
for him to continue any longer in London, he diſap- 
pear'd ſo compleatly on a ſudden, that no one could 
give the leaſt account of him. But coming in ſearch 
of an aſylum in this ſolitude, I happen'd to find the 
apartment he now lives in, which he was pleaſed to let 
me ſhare with him ; but it being too ſmall for both, 
he directed me to that I now inhabit. We often vi- 
fit; and the ſimilitude of our calamities has cemented 
our friendſhip, and. lightned the burden of our evils. 
But methinks, ſays the Earl, I read in your eyes an 
impatient defire to know tbe cauſe of the ſtrong hatred 
I owe to the Lord C/arendon. My averſion was jul, 
according to the maxims of the world, but certainly 
carried it too far; and I dare aſſure you, that I eſteem'd 
this Nobleman in my heart, Here follows the cauſe of 

my hatred. | 
One of my relations. and the beſt friend I had in the 
world, who had been married about a year, came 
with his wife, and a lady that was my couſin, to paſs 
- ſome time at a country ſeat, whither I had carried my 
wife, who had been out of order four or five days, to 
take a little air. The ladies us'd to take a walk almoſt 
every evening, during which I and my relation re- 
ceived the company that uſed to viſit us. One day af- 
ter we had dined very agrecably, the Ladies propoſed 
to take their uſual rambles : But my wife having taken 
a little phyſick that day, could not make one among 
them. The other two Ladies, therefore, got into the 
coach, attended only by one lacquey, and my run- 
ning footman, who was a very ſwift- footed fellow. A- 
bout two hours after thelr ſetting out, the latter ad- 
vanced toward us, almoſt out of breath, and in a pro- 
digious fright, juſt as my relation and I, my valet-de- 
chambre and fleward, were mounting on horſeback, 
to go and meet the Ladies. Alas! Sir, ſays he, Mrs 
M-— is wounded, and four villains in masks have 
| | carried 
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carried off the young Lady. Let us fly, and ſee whe- 
ther we cannot ſuccour the wounded lady. Fir'd at 
theſe words, we ran with the ſwifteſt ſpeed, and ſoon 
got up with the poor lady who unhappily was breath- 
ing her laſt. My friend was ſeiz'd with the deepelt 
affliction, as his wife, whom he loved to diſtraction, 
and who merited the uttermoſt tenderneſs, was juſt 
ready to lie in, My. valet-de-chambre, who was a 
perſon of very good ſenſe, and an excellent ſurgeon, 
aſſuring us that there was a poſſibility of ſaving the 
child, we conſented to the operation he propos'd. We 
had no time to loſe, for the mother that moment ex. 
pired, when an incifion being made, the child was 
ſav'd, and that is the ſweet young lady that now left 
the room. Finding it impoſſible to diſcover the wretch 
who had murdered the lady, and carried off my cou- 
ſin, Iorder'd my ſervants to move away the corps and 
the new-born babe. My valet-de-chambre attend- 
ed the ſad proceſſion, and J had a very difficult task to 


keep the diſtracted husband from killing himſelf. At 


laſt I got him to my houſe, where I had put him to 
bed, but he was ſeized with ſo violent a fever, that he 


died two days after, beſeeching me, in his expiring 
moments, to make the ſtricteſt ſearch after the wretch 


who had murdered his dear wife, and to ſee her daugh- 
ter virtuouſly brought up. I promis'd ſolemnly to com- 


ply with his deſires, and hope I have nothing to re- 


proach my ſelf with upon that account. 

I now had compliments of condolence made me by 
multitudes of people, the news of this diſmal cata- 
ſtrophe being ſoon ſpread abroad. I hadexamin'd ve- 
ry cloſely the coachman and footman, who were pre- 
ſent at the murder; but the account that they gave me 
was ſo prodigiouſly confus'd, that I did not know what 
to make of it. Atlaſt I began to ſuſpe& a young 
Nobleman who us'd to viſit me very often, attracted 
by the charms of my couſin. As he, after this, had not 
come to my houſe for a week, my ſuſpicions increa- 
ſed. I enquired of every one who came to ſee me, 
whether they had not heard of Sir Hyde, but 


could not get the leaſt information, „ 
| ays 
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days aſter the murder, my couſin return'd to her fa- 
ther's, whither I was come, in order, if poſſible, 


to get fome farther light into this horrid aff:ir. The 
young lady burſting into tears, told us, that four 
horſe-men, with masks on, had ſtopt the coach, 
threatning to ſhoot the coachman in caſe he did but 


turn his head about. One of theſe wretches, conti- 


nued ſhe, going to force me out-of the coach, Mrs 
M—— flung herſelf upon him; ſtrove all ſhe could 
to keep me in the coach, and to force his mask off. 
The villain finding ſhe exerted herfelf in this manner, 
was barbarous enough to draw out a dagger and ſtab 
her to the heart, and immediately ſhe fell. I my- 
ſelf fainted away, and did not recover till ſome time 


H very buſy about me. He made ſuch propoſals 


2s fill'd my ſoul with horror; and finding I ſtill re- 


fuſed to comply with his brutal deſires, he threaten'd 


to murder me, in caſe I refuſed. I nevertheleſs re- 


ſiſted; but I will confeſs that the fear of death ſtag- 
ger'd my reſolution. He juſt now, continued the 
Jady, turn'd me out of the houſe, with a thouſand in- 
ſults, aud the moſt harſh language. She could not 
give tie leaſt account of the place to which ſhe had 
been dragg'd, becauſe they had hood-wink'd her. 


Saying theſe words, ſhe conjur'd us with a flood of 


tears, to revenge the odium which had been caſt on 


| her and family. 


Accordingly we complain'd of the knight to his 


| majeſty, who ſeem'd to liſten to them, and neverthe- 
eſcaped from us. Upon this 


leſs fir H. 
his eſtate was ſeized ; and a conſiderable penſion was 
ſettled on the complainant, and ſentence was pro- 
nounced on the knight as guilty of mnrder and a 


2 liace which time no one heard what was become 
of him. | 


The averſion which J and my whole family en- 
tertained, was not confin'd merely to fir 
but extended to all of the name of H, and con- 
ſequently to your friend, The king had often en- 
deavour'd to exaſperate me againſt that miniſter, 

| whom 
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whom he both hated and fear'd: However, I would 
not conſent to the propoſals the king had made me, 
and even took his part: But after the execrable action 
commi ted by his nephew, I acquieſced with whatever 
his majeſty deſired You-know, fir, by the ſtory of 
that nobleman, what was tranſacted at that time; the 
crimes I laid to his charge, and how I was ſupported 
by the houſe of commons in the proſecution. But 
as the lords required ſtrong proofs to the impeachment, 
and it being impoſſible for us to offer any that were 
val'd, I adviſed the king to let C/arendon depart the 
kingdom. Such were the motives of the enmity [ 
bore him; and I ſubmit to your judgment, whether 
J can juſtly be accuſed for it. 

_ My illaſtrious friend, ſays I, has now been dead 
ſome years, let us not therefore diſturb his aſhes; [ 
mult confeſs, that ſome {pecious reaſons may be given 
to juſtify your animofity; ard ] pity from my foul 
any gentleman, who may be involved in the fad cir- 
cumſtances to which the brutality of a hair-brain'd 
wretch reduced you. 

I took my leave of the earl for three or four days, 
being afraid that our converſations, and the relation 
of incidents which had brought him to the brink of 
the grave, would retard his cure. 

I then got on horſeback, and rode away, follow'd 
by my two ſervants ; but I had not left Rumney-holt 
above a quarter of an hour, before I ſpy'd ſome 
horſemen, who immediately turn'd out of the road, 
and rode croſs the country, in order to come up 
with me. Two of theſe left their company, and ad- 
vancing near, we ſaluted one another very amicably 3 
and. I enquired what they wanted? They anſwer'd, my 
purſe.— Says I, gentlemen, I preſume you want to make 
a trial of my courage, merely for diverſion ſake : How- 
ever, ſhould you not be what I really take you for, that 
is, perſons of quality, but thieves, this 1 aſſure you gen- 
tlemen, I am not eaſily frighten'd. Thieves, ſaid one of 
tle company, which by this time had ſurrounded me; 
be not ſo liberal of your ill language to a ſet o 

; honeſt gentlemen, who content themſelyes with ng 
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ceiving or taking in a polite way, the half of what- 
ever comes in their way. We exerciſe our profeſ- 
ſion in an honourable manner; and no one can ac- 
cuſe us of having taken above half out of the purſe 


of ſuch perſons whoſe good fortune has directed them 


to us. We obſerve the ſtricteſt rules of juſtice, and 
never ſuffer any baſe action to be committed by any 
of our company. Determine, therefore, ſpeedily ; 
though we adviſe you, as friends, to divide with us 
half the money you may have about you ; eſpecially 
as this will eaſe you of half your load. 

You are then in earneſt, ſays I, gentlemen ? In 
downright earneſt, anſwer'd they; and as we are in 
a little hurry, we ſhould take it as a favour if you 
would diſpatch. Gentlemen, ſays I, you muſt be con- 
tented with my note, fince it has ſo happen'd, but 
how I cannot gueſs, that I have not a ſingle croſs in 
my pocket. Name only the ſum, and I'II give you 


my note for it. Very well, reply'd the civil creatures, 


make it then for two hundred pounds Sterling, and 
payable in a week, write down your direction, and 
ſome of us will wait on you at the time appointed: 
But firſt ſwear that you won't ſeize us, as tho' we 
were villains who had acted baſely by you. 82 

I promiſed to obſerve faithfully whatever they 
ſhould enjoin; but the difficulty was, how to get 
pen, ink, and paper; however, theſe honeſt gentle- 
men, who were uſed to ſuch adventures, ſoon fur- 
niſh'd me with more than I wanted. Accordingly 
I drew a note of two hundred pounds, payable in a 
week, deſiring them to come and receive it at my 
houſe, They then gave me a ſmall piece of green 
ribbon, and bid me tie it about my arm, to prevent 
my being ſtopp'd by their rear guard, who, they told 
me, I might very probably meet with. In caſe you 
ſhould be ſtopp'd, ſaid they, only ſhew the ribbon, 


and cry, ho pagats, (I have paid) this being the watch- 


word for to-day ; after which you may go on unmo- 
leſted. I thank'd the gentlemen for their civility, 
and left them much better pleaſed than they were, at 

receiving 
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receiving my note : However, I did not meet with 
any of their brethren. 

Being returned home, I told Mrs Cleveland my ad- 
venture, which was a very whimſical one, and occs. 
ſion'd a great number of reflexions. My wife thought 
I ought to ſeize thoſe who ſhould come to receive the 
money; but J could not be of her opinion, perſuad- 
ed it would be of dangerous conſequence, ſhould [ 
ſeize any of the gang, ſince the reſt would not fail to 


land immediately agreed wih me; and we reſolved ſo 
far from breaking my word, to receive them with 
great civility, in preſence of a great many of our 
neighbours, whom we ſhould invite to dinner for that 
purpoſe. | 

The day appointed for the payment being come, I 
got together a conſiderable number of lords and ladies, 
when juſt as we were going to fit down, a ſervant 
came and told me, that two ſtrange gentlemen deſir- 
ed to ſpeak with me. Immediately J left my com- 
pany to wait upon my new gueſts, However, they 
were not the ſame perſons who had ſtopp'd me; 
but, after ſaluting me with the utmoſt politeneſs, 
they ſaid, that they had brought a note written in 
my hand, and did not doubt but I would pay the con- 
tents of it. I anſwer'd them, it ſhould be paid very 
punctually, and in the mean time, begg'd the favour 
of them to favour me with their company at din- 
ner. They made ſome ſcruple at firſt, but at laſt 
conſented to my intreaties. 'They were extremely 
complaiſant and well bred; and had made a very 
great progreſs in the nobleſt ſtudies, as appear'd by 
their relations from the fineſt zuthors among the an- 
tients, all which they apply'd in a moſt agreeable 
manner. Their converſation was not only ſolid, but 
very entertaining, ſo that they would have been finiſh'd 
gentlemen, had not their profeſſion been ſo irreputa- 
ble. I introduced them -mong my friends, as perſons 
with whom I formerly had been acquainted in Roan 
and ſaid, that as they had happen'd to come that way, 


they had done me the honour to make me a „ : 
- | a 


revenge the death of their companions. Mrs Cleve. 
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had acquainted every one of the gueſts with my late 
adventure, but not one of them took the leaſt notice 
of it. About an hour or two after dinner, I paid the 
two hundred pounds, took my note, and we parted 
very good friends, 
At my return to the company, they were much di- 
vided in opinion, with regard to this adventure. Some 
blamed me for not ſeizing them, whilſt others ap- 
proved of my conduct, but all in general were aſto- 
niſh'd at the impudence of theſe banditti. Others 
again were very ſorry to ſee perſons, perfectly ac- 
compliſh'd in every reſpect, ſo greatly depraved, as 
to follow ſo infamous and dangerous a courſe of life. 
In fine, we. diverted ourſelves with the high offence 
thoſe gentlemen took at my calling them thieves, | 
We now changed the ſubject of our diicourſe, upon 
one of the company's asking me the reaſon why I 
frequented ſubterraneous places ſo much. This que- 
ſtion puzzled me very much, for I was very un- 
willing to betray my new friend; but I was extri- 
cated very happily out of my confuſion, by a ſervant's 
coming to tell me, that a gentlewoman and a young 
lady defired to ſpeak with me. Upon my deſiring 
to know their names before I went down to them, I 
was told, that my porter had inquired it; but that the 
gentlewoman had made no other anſwer, than that I 
ſhould be very glad to ſee them. My wife was unea- 
ſy at what ſhe heard, fearing that ſome falſe friend 


was going to play me a trick. At laſt I went out 


to the ladies; but heavens ! how agreeably was 1 ſur- 
prized to ſee Mrs Bridge and her charming daughter. 
| flew to them, and after claſping both the mother 
and daughter ſome time in my arms, (all of us ſhed- 
ding tears of joy at our being ſo happy to ſee one 


another again, after a ſix years ſad ſeparation) I led 


them to the parlour where my company were fitting. 
My wife ſprung to them with tranſport, and all four 
were ſo overjoy'd, in ſuch extaſies, that we were 


ſcarce able to ſpeak. At laſt, after I had got alittle 


breith, and recovered from the delizhtiul ſurprize, 


at my being again bleſt with the company of two 


perſons 
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perſons who had always been ſo dear to me, and 
whoſe abſence had given me ſo much uneaſineſs ; [ 
told the company, how near related I was to the 
gentlewoman and her daughter. Immediately all the 
ladies paid them their reſpects, and embracing then 
tenderly, congratulated them on their ſafe arrival; 
the gentlemen were extremely complaiſant on this oc- 
caſion; and all made us a thouſand compliments on 
our propitious meeting. The lady of the greateſt 
diſtinction in the company riſing, obliged all the reſt 
to riſe alſo,” ſhe obſerving, that it would be very pro. 
per to leave us; and that we doubtleſs had a thou. 
ſand things to ſay, after ſo tedious and cruel an abſence, 
I begg'd the company to fit down again, but at the 
ſame time was extremely glad to ſee all the ladies 
and gentlemen comply with the firſt motion. 

When all the ſtrangers were withdrawn, we again 
renew'd our careſſes; and could not forbear expatiat- 


ing on our happineſs in thus enjoying each other's 


company, after having loſt all hopes of ever ſeeing 
one another again, We offer'd up our moft unfeign- 


ed thanks upon that account, to the ſupreme guide 
and director of all events. | 


I told my ſiſter-in law, Bridge, that T would not 
defire her to tell me the ſeveral particulars that had 
befallen her ſince our parting: That ſhe and her 
daughter might be aſſured, that we would never part 
more: That Mrs Bridge might be perſuaded, that my 
dear wife would love her daughter as kindly as if ſhe 
were her own: That we had been prodigiouſly gricv- 
ed at our ſad ſeparation, as that ſad accident had fru- 
ſtrated all our deſigns: That ſince heaven had brought 
us again together, it doubtleſs approved that deſign, 
which we would diſcourſe of more fully at a proper 
time. My wife, tranſported to ſee again a perſon 
whom ſhe reſpected ſo much, and who had contri- 
buted ſo greatly to our reconciliation at St. Conud, 


would immediately give her a ſign of the happy conſe- | 


quences of it. A-cordingly me call'd our two daugh- 
ters, the c:deſt of which was four years old, and the 


youngef. three, Mrs Bridge careſſed them ever and 
299885 over; 
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over; and indeed they were ſuch ſweet children, that 
ſhe could hardly have forborne doing ſo, had they 
been ſtrangers. They both ſpoke French and Eng< 
liſp, and indeed their wit far outſtripp'd their years. 
She ask'd them ſeveral queſtions in both thoſe langua» 
ges, and though neither of them was prepar'd, they 
both anſwer'd him with a charming vivacity. At 
laſt, as it grew late, I order'd ſupper to be'got ready, 
and after ſpending the remaining part of the evening 
yery agreeably, Mrs Cleveland and I conducted our 
dear friends to an apartment allotted for them. 

EF was fo delighted to reflect I had again found a 
ſiſter of Mrs Briage's merit, and her amiable danghter, 
that I could not {leep a great part of the night. My 
wife was continually wiſhing me joy on this occaſion, 
and recall'd to my memory the many pleaſing hours 
we had ſpent together. She repeated with peculiar 
pleaſure the many kind, judicious things ſhe had ſaid 
to her, during our unhappy ſeparation. As ſhe was 
expatiiting upon theſe particulars, we would break off 
on a ſudden, and cry out, what a ſweet creature is 
that daughter of hers! How many fond wiſhes did 1 
make at the ſight of her; ſhe'll be a charming wife 
for our dear — Not ſo faſt, my love, ſaid I, let 
us hear firſt what hath befallen them ſince our ſepara- 
tion: That I will deſire her mother to inform us of ta 
morrow, when, if every thing is as I hope to find it, 
and which I am perſuaded is really ſo, from the 


chearfulneſs I perceive in my niece ; we then ſhall 


ſee what courſe it will be proper for us to take, in 
order to make our ſon happy with that charming 
creature, | 


Our impatience to ſee one another was ſo great, 


that we all roſe early, and being got together, we 


again renew'd our fondneſs. My wife could not bear 


to have the lovely Miſs Bet/y out of her fight. Dear 


niece, wouid ſhe ſay, have you ever thought of us 
fince our abſence? Have you ſometimes refle&ed on 
the anguiſh with which I was ſeized, when I ſaw 


the mercileſs pirates tear us from one another? Not 
a day has paſſed, ever ſince that mourpful- accident, - 
| Y 
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but I have vented a thouſand ſighs for your mother, 
for yourſelf, and for dear Mrs La/lin, whom ] long 
to hear of. Alas! reply'd my niece, with tears trick. 
ling from her eyes, Mrs Lallin is no more: That 
dear woman dy d a moſt cruel death. I don't doubt, 
dear uncle, but you, as well as my dear aunt, (throw- 
ing her arms about her neck) will be deeply affficted 
at her tragical end; my mother, who will tell you all 
our ſad adventures, will inform you of the death of 2 
woman for whom we had a moſt tender affection, 
and who was a perfect image of virtue in this world. 
Grieved to the ſoul at what my niece here hinted 
to us, I defired her mother to relate all her adven- 
tures, and what had befallen them in their captivi- 
ty. You very juſtly, reply'd my ſiſter, give the name 
of captivity to the ſad condition we were in imme- 
diately after our ſeparation. The ſhips which took 
us on the Enpgliſþ coaſt, and ſeparated us ſo very 
unfortunately, were two of the beſt in the French 
fleet. The admiral gave them leave to cruiſe upon 
the Dutch, in order to prejudice their commerce, 
and indeed their commiſſion was of a great extent. 
The ſhip we were put on board of was a true pj- 


rate, who ſaild towards Barbary, and threatned ve- 


ry often to ſell, us for ſlaves to the infidels. This 
officer was a hard-hearted wretch, whom neither in- 
treaties nor tears could ſoften. The lieutenant, how- 


ever, treated us with great humanity ; and it was 


not long before Mrs Lallin's wit and beauty made 


ſo great an impreſſion on this officer's heart, that he 


fell diſtratedly in love with this unfortunate lady; 
and to this we owe our liberty, and the happineſs 
which was the effect of it. The lieutenant, whoſe 
name was Longchamp, grieved at the barbarous be- 


- Haviour of his captain, reſolved to reſcue us out of 
his hands, whatever might be the conſequence: He 


was beloved by the whole crew, and had ſo great 
an authority, that he could have thrown our perſe- 
cutor into the ſea, if he had thought proper; but he 
choſe rather to get rid of him in a more honourable 
Way. The captain had inſulted him ſo often, that 

| | . he 
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he at laſt reſolved to exaſperate him to ſuch à degree 
as to oblige him to draw. One day the captain de- 
clared to us, that as we were near the coaſt of Bar- 
bary, we muſt prepare ourſelves for ſlavery ; and 
that he was reſolved to ſell us at St Croce; and 
that in two days he ſhould be paid a good ſum of 
money for us. The emperor of Morocco, ſays he, 
(gazing on Beth, with a cruel, ſcoffing air) will be 
delighted wich that pretty little creature. We burſt 
into tears at this news, when the lieutenant, hear- 


ing our cries, ran to our cabbin to ſee what was 


the matter. They are crying, ſays the brutal cap- 
tain, becauſe I am going to ſell them to the Moors. 
That ſhan't be, reply'd the lieutenant; and I de- 
clare to you, that 1 take theſe ladies under my pro- 
tection, or rather that of his majeſty. No law wilt 


allow you to uſe in ſo barbarous a manner, perſons 


well born, whoſe ill fate is to fall into your hands. 
Twas very very wrong of us to condemn the ſhip 


they were in as lawful prize, fince the Euglißb are the 


king's friends and allies ; and that one of the ladies, 
pointing to Mrs Lallin, is a French woman. 1 ad- 
viſe you therefore to ſhew a greater regard to his 
majeſty's ordinances ; for otherwiſe, be aſſured, that 
you will be ſeverely puniſh'd for infringing them. 
II ſoon make you, reply'd the captain, repent your 


impertinence, and will teach you yourſelf to obey. 


Your inſolence has too often made you fail in your 
duty; I have been too indulgent ; but am now de- 
termin'd to make you ſenfible how much I am your 


| ſuperior. I know, anſwer'd Longchamp, haughtily, 


che obedience I owe you, when we are to fight the 
enemies of our country; but then I know, like- 


_ wiſe, that I ſhould be an accomplice in the ſight 
both of God and man in your crimes, if I ſhould con- 


aive at your oppreſſing theſe ladies. 6 
The captain, now ſwell'd to rage, ran upon deck, 
to give ſome orders, and was follow'd by our generous 


protector, who declared, that he would ſoon ſet us 


at liberty, or periſh in the attempt. Seeing the ſhip 
Was going to ſteer towards Barbary, he bid the crew 
| Y 2 not 
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not obey the captain, and immediately commanded 
them to make for Tox/on. . The pilot ſided wich the 
lieutenant, when preſently there aroſe a great diſpute 
among the ſailors; ſome, out of fear, were for obey- 
Ing the captain, whilſt others, hating that babarous 
wretch, laugh'd at his orders. The noiſe we heard 
over our heads fill'd us with terror, when three gen- 
tlemen, two of whom were Hollanders, and the third 
a ſtranger to every body, who had been taken pri- 
ſoners before us, broke open the cabbin where their 
arms, and thoſe of the other priſoners were laid. 
Immediately they ſeized the firſt that came to hand, 
and ran arm'd upon deck, in order to afliſt the lieu- 
tenant. The courage theſe gentlemen ſhew'd, en- 
gaged the crew to join with the lieutenant. The 
captain ſeeing this, runs at Longchamp, when imme- 
diately a fierce combat enſued betwixt them. At 
laſt, the former receiving a full thruſt in his body, 
Jell overboard into the ſea, and not one of the ſailors 
endeayour'd to fave him. They all ſhouted for joy, 
and ſeem'd as much delighted, as though they had 
gain'd a compleat victory over a barbarous enemy; 


calling ſor a thouſand bleſſings on the lieutenant, who, 


aſter thanking the three gentlemen for their aſſiſtance, 
came and gave us our liberty in the higheſt tranſports 
of delight, which plainly ſhew'd his generoſity and 
greatneſs of ſoul, and told us that he would ſail for 
Toulon. | . 

As we were agreeably employ'd in thanking him 
for his kindneſs and humanity, a ſailor came and 
ſaid, that the three gentlemen begg'd leave to wait 
upon the ladies; and eſpecially the ſtranger, who ſent 
word that he deſired that favour for a particular rea- 
ſon. Accordingly they were admitted, when the 
ſtranger gazed very attentively upon all of us, and 
at laſt fixed his glances, with prodigious earneſtneſa, 
on Mrs Lallin. Whilſt the other two gentlemen 
were making us the moſt handſome compliments, I 
kappen'd to call Mrs Lallin by her name; but how 
great was our aſtoniſhment; to ſee the ſtranger run 
to her with open arms and cry; is Heaven * 
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| fo gracious to me, as to bring my fiſter and me to- 
gether again, after a twenty years ſeparation ; and af- 
ter we had loſt all hopes of ever ſeeing one another 
again ? I have not been able to hear what was be- 


come of you, ever ſince my eldeſt brother's unhappy 


affair! . . . . And are you then my brother? re- 
| ply'd Mrs Lallin, pray what is your chriſtian name? 
He anſwer'd, *tis John. Francis; yours is Mary Catha- 
rine Louiſa, and that of our brother Peter Philip. I 
broke my left arm, continued he, when I was four 


KW years old; ſee here the marks of it, ſays he, extend- 


ing both his arms, his right one being two or three 
inches longer than the other. You are my brother, 
reply d Mrs Lallin, ſhedding tears of joy, and claſ- 
ping him in her arms. I return unfeign'd thanks to 
heaven for thus bringing us together again. And 


turning about to Mr de Longchamp, 1 hope, conti- 


| nued ſhe, you will releaſe my brother, who will ſoon 


| be infinitely. dear to you. 
The lieutenant, kneeling before Mrs Lallin, told 


her, that he was the only priſoner now on board the | 


$ ſhip; that ſhe had bound him in the ſtrongeſt chains; 
that he was captive to her charms, and therefore 
begg'd ſhe would accept of him for a lover, ſhe being 
as dear to him as his ſoul. I look upon, continued 
F he, the ſervice I have now done you, as the begin- 
ning of my felicity. Condeſcend, dear lady, ſays he, 
to make me compleatly happy; for I ſhall take the li- 
berty to ſay, that I am born of a good family, have 
wealth enough, and love you with an exceſs of paſ- 
ſion. I am ſurprized, fir, reply'd Mrs Lallin, how 
vou can love me; for | am neither young nor hand- 
ſome, and you certainly might meet with a lady 
| Who would ſuit you better. Madam, anſwer'd the 
lieutenant, I ſhall never be happy unleſs I marry 
you. Well, fir, ſays Mrs Lallin, fince you fancy that 
I ſhall be able to contribute to your ſatisfaction, I 
accept with pleaſure the offer you make me, and 
now confirm it with my hand \\ e'll conclude every 
thing as toon as we come to Toulon ; and in the mean 


time will ſtudy one another's tempers, by which means 


we 
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we ſhall find out whether there is a probability of 
our living happy together. Dear lady, reply'd he, 
crown my wiſhes immediately. But Mts Lallin de- 
firing to have a little private converſation with us and 
her brother, before ſhe gave him a direct anſwer, Mr 
Longchamp conſented to it, and cry'd as he withdrew, 
J earneſtly conjure you by all things dear, to obtain 


the lady's conſent. | 
When we were retired with her brother, ſhe deſired 


him to relate his ſeveral adventures, from the time he 


had left his father's houſe. Dear fiſter, ſays he, I long 


as much to hear your ſtory, as you do to know mine: 
But this is not the buſineſs at this time, and we may 
defer it to another day; come, let us talk upon our 
ſuitor's affair. I find you have accepted of his. offer, 
but that you don't care to marry. him till we arrive at 
Toulon. I ſind by your conſent, that you are at liberty 
to diſpoſe of your heart. But if I may adviſe, marry 
him out of hand. T have often heard talk of Mr 4 
Longchamp, and I'll aſſure you, always in the moſt ad- 
vantageous terms. He has a very conſiderable eſtate, 
which will enable you td make a very handſome figure 
in the world; and as he is born of a very bo- 
nourable family, and is a gentleman both in his air and 
converſation, where can you be better match'd ? I 
believe all you ſay, replied the ſiſter ; but methiaks 
you go too faſt. She ſpoke the laſt words with ſuch an 
air as obliged me to ſpeak as follows. As *twould not 
be above three weeks before we ſhould be ſertled in 
Toulon, ſhe ought to ſacrifice that time to the ardent 
wiſhes of our generous deliverer, She ſtill inſiſted on 
the formalities required on theſe occafions, when my 
daughter ſaid, there is no doubt but your lover form'd 
this deſign ever ſince he firſt ſaw you. She had no 
ſooner ſpoke this, but ſhe opened the cabbin-door, and 
calling Mr Zoxgchamp, ſhe asked him upon what terms 
he intended to marry Mrs Lallin? As ſhe is miltrels 
of my heart, replied he, fhe alſo ſhall be miftreſs of 
my fortune; and if ſhe will conſent the chaplain of 
the ſhip ſhall marry us immediately, for here are wit- 
nels enough; and here take heaven to 9 
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that I will be faithful to her till the time of my death. 
I make you the ſame promiſe, ſaid Mrs Lallin, hold- 
ing out her hand; and fince Mrs Bridge, her amiable 
daughter, and my brother, adviſe me to accept your 
offers, I here accept of them with all my heart. May 


heaven be propitious to our marriage! honour and 


virtue are dearer to me than life, and this I hope to 
evince by my whole conduct. This excellent woman 
ſeem'd to melt as ſhe pronounced theſe words, and 
one would have imagin'd that ſhe had a fore-know- 
ledge of what would happen to her. 
And now Mr Longchamp prepared every thing for 
the marriage, and as he knew we ſhould not be pre- 
ſent at it, he deſired me to give order for the dinner, 
in the mean time; and immediately calling the chief 
cook, he bid him obey all my commands. I aſſur'd 
the bride and bridegroom, that tho' my daughter and 1 
ſnould not be preſent at the marriage, we nevertheleſs 
would implore heaven to bleſs it, and grant them an 
uninterrupted ſeries of proſperity. 

After we were ſeparated, I took the opportunity, as 
I gave the cook directions, to view the ſeveral parts 
of the ſhip. I was ſurprlz'd at what I ſaw, and will 


| confeſs I ſhould never have believ'd, in caſe I had not 


been eye-witneſs to it, that there could have been ſo 
many places for the ſtowing ſo prodigious a quantity. 
of proviſions. I will aflure you that I found where- 
withal to make a ſumptuous dinner, and took care to 


provide a handſome entertainment for the whole 


crew. 


— 


After the ceremonies were ended, I went with - 


Betſy, and congratulated the new married couple on 
their marriage. Tune bride flew to my arms, and claſp- 
ing me with the utmoſt tenderneſs, I hope, ſays ſhe, 
that Mr de Longchamp is as good a man as his counte- 
nance ſeems to promiſe him, for otherwiſe I ſhall be 
the moſt unhappy woman in the world. But if he 
proves what I hope he will, I ſhall be compleatly 
happy ; eſpecially if I ſhould one day have the good. 


fortane to ſee again dear Mrs Cleveland and her ſpouſe. 


Shall we never hear of them? What a plealure would 
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it be to me, could I know that this amiable couple, 

with whom Thave had ſo many happy days, were as 
bleſt as I could wiſh them. If ever you ſee them again, 
I beſeech you, dear Mrs Bridge, (claſping me again in 
her arms) to aſſure them that they are ſeldom a mo- 
ment out of my thoughts, and nothing but death can 
blot them from my memory. The bridegroom came 
then and join'd in the converſation. He ſeem'd to be 
a man of the utmoſt merit, vaſtly polite, and to have 
an ardent paſſion for his wife, which gave me inex- 
preſſible ſatisfection. We din'd, and ſpent the even- 

ing very pleaſantly ; and after a few ceremonies, put 
our good friend to bed. | | 

The greateſt joy was ſeen in every part of the ſhip; 
and Mr. Longchamp gave ſuch good orders, that the 
ſoldiers and ſailors fuddled themſelves without once 
falling out; a circumſtance that ſeldom happens among 
that kind of people. 

Next morning the new married couple ſeem'd mighty 
well pleas'd with one another, and the fight of them 
renewed our Joys. The crew were regal'd a ſe- 
cond time, and behaved as orderly as the day be- 
fore. The winds and waves favoured us, and drove 
us ſafely towards Toulon. Mr Longchamp thought it 
neceſſary, before he went on ſhore, to draw up a re- 
lation of the quarrel between the captain and himſelf, 
ſign'd by the moſt conſiderable perſons on board the 
ſhip. Every one was to ſet their hands on this occa- 
ſion, but our generous deliverer was contented with a 
general teſtimonial ; and indeed he had little occaſion 
for it, no man having ever enjoy'd a more univerlal 
good reputation. | Nba” 

In a few days we arriv*d in the midſt of feſtivity and 
delight, at Toulon. Being landed, Mr. de Longchanp 
ordered his valet-de-chambre to wait upon us to his 
houſe, which was indeed a very fine one. As for him- 
ſelf, he went to the commiſfioners of the navy, to give 
In the ſtate of his affairs, and to deſire them to give 
orders for diſcharging the crew, becauſe the ſhip want- 
ed to be refitted. Not long after he came home, and 
hearing that I was enquiring for a lodging in the * 
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for myſelf and Betſy, 'til ſuch time as we might have 
an opportunity of going for Eng/and ; Madam, ſays 


he to his lady, will you ſuffer theſe good friends to 


live out of our houſe ? Did you not intreat them, not 
to leave you but upon an abſolute neceſſity ? Dear Mr 
Longchamp, replied ſhe, Ithink myſelf ſo much miſtreſs 
in your houſe, as to be allowed to take that liberty. I 
have us'd all the arguments poſſible,” to prevail with 
them to ſtay; but they are ſo. hard-hearted as to re- 
ſolve to leave us to morrow, and for very poor rea- 
ſons. Nay, ſays I, if they perſiſt in their reſolution, 


J will go and give immediate orders for impriſoning 


the two Dutch Gentlemen whom I had ſet at liberty 
merely at Mrs Bridge's requeſt. Beth at theſe words 
immediately cried out, Madam, let us ſtay here till we 
get news of my dear uncle Cleveland. Where ſhall we 
find ſo excellent a friend as Mrs Longchamp, and in 
whoſe acquaintance we have been ſo long happy? 


Since her ſpouſe is ſo urgent, I beg you to acquieſce 


with his defires. If I yield, replied I, to Beth, tis 
not at your intreaties, but out of gratitude for Mr. Zong- 


champ's civilities, and the great and continued friend- 


ſhip I have had for his Lady. I don't know how L 
ſhall do when I leave them to go for England ; twill 
be death for me to live from them, and the thoughts 
of our ſeparation tortures me. However, let us not 


anticipate our afflictions; my daughter and I will en- 
Joy your company as long as we poſſibly can, upon 
condition that you'll give us notice of the very inſtant 


we begin to be troubleſome. * That we promiſe, an- 
ſwered both; when Mrs Longchamp throwing her 
arms about my neck; if you keep your word, added 
ſhe, nothing but death ſhall ſeparate us. I then em- 
braced her with the utmoſt tenderneſs, and told her, 
that I would make all enquiry poſſible after my bro- 
ther and his dear ſpouſe. If I get any information 
about them, continued I, and know where they are, 
we'll then ſee if it be poſſible for us to live ſeparates 


I muſt inform you, replied Mrs Longchamp, of a Te- 


cret, and make a propoſal to my dear husband. Veu 


are toknow, Madam, that he has promiſed me to leave 
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the ſervice, and to ſpend his days either in this eity, 
or at our country-houſe; and that the proppſal T have 
to make Mrs Longchamp, is, that if you get any news. 
of your relations, whom you doubtleſs will then go 
to ;; that my ſpouſe and 1 may accompany you on that 
occaſion, I conſent to this, lays Mr Longchamp in the 
moſt obliging terms 3 and be aſſur'd that I ſhall take: 
&ngular pleaſure, and think it a great honour, to viſit 


perſons for whom you have ſo tender an affection, Af. 
ter this we ſettled the whole mer ; | 


The very next day that Mr. Lengebamp's return, 
and his bringing a lady wiſh him whom he had marri- 
ed, were known in 7 Den, all perſons of the greateſt 
diſtinction in that city came a id him. their com- 
.pliments. Every one of the viſitants ſeemed vaſtly 
Pleaſed. with the eaſy, polite carriage of the bride, 
.and, invitations were made them from every quarter. 
- You will believe that we ſhared in all their parties 
.of pleaſure. "Theſe laſted ſeveral weeks; but our 
- friend finding that The was breeding, 2 55 to lead 
h a life as ſuited her condition, for fear of in- 
ſuring the future infant. Her ſpouſe, who now had 
obtained a diſcharge from his Majeſty, after having 
been applauded for ſending his wretch of a captain 
out of the world, defired us to retire to a country. ſeat 
of his about twelve miles from Toy/on; which we had 
| 1 viſited 3 and to continue there till his wife 
- thould be delivered. He ſaid, that he would intreat 
- his moſt intimate friends to defer che viſits they 
_ doubtleſs intended to pay him, till ſhe was up again. 
* Accordingly we went to. his country-ſeat, which 
tho' a little antique, yet diſcoyered a magnificence that 
Was greatly pleafing to the eye. We ſaw but very 
little company, but Mr Longchamp went almoſt every 
Seek to Toulon, but always returned the fame even. 
ang, In the mean time his lady advanc'd very happi!y 
- 1 org t to obſerve, that Mr Lallin had ſet out ſe- 
_.cretly from the country-ſeat the firſt time we viſited i, 
and made the beſt of his way to Roar, as he told us at 


- kis return from that city, His deGign in this was, 0 


* 
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inquire aſter a certain unhappy affair, in which he had 


been engaged in his youth. As he had not once re- 


vealed the leaſt particular relating to his life, or his de- 
fign, to his ſiſter ; he only left a letter ſealed on the 
table, and ditected to Mrs Longchamp, and the con- 
tents of it were ſuch, that we did not know what ta 
make of it. Theſe were the words. I beg you, 
dear ſiſter, not to be troubled for my abſence. I' 
« endeavour to come back to you, by that time you 
« are delivered; and I hope to appear in ſuch a man- 
« ner as will give you pleaſure. Let not your love for 
« me leſſen during this ſeparation. Heighten that which 
« your ſpouſe already bears me, and recommend me 
& to the favour of the two ladies your excellent 
friends. 

Mrs Longchamp, my daughter, and I, uſed fre- 
quently to walk in the garden, which indeed was ex- 
ceedingly pleaſant. Whenever her ſpouſe favoured us 
with his company, he took care to give us all the little 
diverſions the country could afford. Sometimes Wwe 
angled, at other times we catched ſmall birds in nets, 
or rabbits in a little warren, which was juſt by his 
houſe, and ſurrounded by a beautiful ſtream. In this 
manner we paſs'd the time very agreeably, and as walk- 
ing began to be very uneaſy to Mrs Longchamp, eſpe- 
cially as we had rainy weather, we ſtaid pretty much 
at home during the fix laſt weeks of her pregnancy. 

You may remember, that ſhe was a very devout wo- 
man, and a conſtant obſeryer of the ſeveral duties of 
religion. As ſoon as ſhe was got into the country, a 
great number of monks, of all orders, came and viſited 


her and Mr. Longchamp. Among the ſeveral perſons 


who preſented themſelves, ſhe pitched upon a jeſuit for 


her confeſſor; and ſhe frequently told me, that ſhe be- 


lieved him a perſon of wonderful piety. Her ſpouſe, 
to gratify her deſire, ſent for this jeſuit almoſt every 
day. The three laſt days before her delivery, Mr 
Longchamp deſired his ſuperiour to permit the confeſſor 
to refide.in his houſe, in order that he might be ready 
to aſſiſt his lady in her devotion, in caſe of an imme- 
diate neceſſity. Mr Longchamp was immediately in- 
| | e dulged 
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dulged his requeſt ; and accordingly the jeſuit came 
and lodged in the houſe, there to pray for Mrs Long- 
champ's happy delivery. 
- Mr Lallin returned back to us as he had promiſed in 
the abovementioned letter; but as he grrived only a 
moment before the delivery, he had ſcarce time to em- 
brace his ſiſter. A little after he had left the room, 
ſhe was delivered of a boy. This gave inexpreſſible 
joy to Mr Longchamp, who return'd never-ceafing thanks 
to heaven upon that account, beſeeching it to ſuccour 
both the mother and the babe. He and the jeſuite uſed | 
to walk ſometimes, after this, in a room that joined 
to ours, where I could hear Mr Longchamp ask the ec - 
cleſiaſtic's advice concerning the education he ſhould 
give his ſen; expreſſing a very great uneafineſs, that 
*rwas not in his power to inſtruct him in all things it 
would be proper for him to know. Fm 
Six days after the birth of the child, the jeſuit retur- 
ned to his convent, whither Mr Longchamp ſent a ſet 
of ſplendid ornaments for the altar. Mr Lallin al- 
ſo ſet out for Roan ; and all we cou'd learn from him, 
was, that his affair went on very happily, but that it 
would be a long time before it would be ended. 
 *Twou'd take up too many hours, ſhould J relate to 
you all that happen'd fince that time. Mrs Longchamp 
ſuckled the child herſelf, and 'twas the only one they 
ever had; and indeed, 'twas as beautiful a babe as ever 
was ſeen. At eight years of age he had as much wit 
as achild of ſixteen; and he ſeem'd born to form his 
parents joy. This engaging couple were bleſs'd wit! 
. perpetual proſperity, and their life was one uninter- 
rupted ſeries of we)l-judg'd pleaſures. Surrounded with 
a very polite neighbourhood, they viſited one another 
conſtantly with the moſt agreeable familiarity, on which 
_- occaſions they would entertain one another in an ele- 
gant, but not profuſe manner. My daughter and! 
were preſent at all theſe; and were exceedingly obli- | 
ged to all parties, for employing their utmoſt endes- 
vours to merke us paſs all our hours agreeably, I ſent 
letters to every quarter, to get, if poſſible, ſome infor 
mation of you, but was ſo unhappy as not to hear of 
| | 8 | | you, | 
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you, till within theſe fix weeks. Hearing in general, 
that you had chang'd your name, that you had en- 
joy'd a conſiderable employment at court, but that you 
had left it; I told Mr Longchamp and his ſpouſe, that 
] challenged their promiſe, and intreated them to go 
with me into Eng/and, where I had heard that you led 
an eaſy, calm life with Mrs Cleveland. They firlt 
wiſh'd me joy for the news I had heard of your being 
Kill alive; adding, that they were ſorry to think we 
ſhould ſoon be ſeparated, but would be as good as their 
word ; and that they would have the pleaſure, eſpeci- 
ly his ſpouſe, to ſee once again two perſons for whom 
they had an uncommon value. | | 
We now prepar'd every thing for our departure ; 
and I waited with Bey, to take leave of all our ac- 
quaintance, and to return them thanks for all their 
favours, I can aſſure you, that a multitude of tears. 
were ſhed on this occafion. The evening before the 
day we were to ſet out, Mrs Longchamp went to bed. 
whilſt her husband went to write ſome letters. We 
were at this time in the country, and the jeſuit (ber 
confeſſor) was come to wiſh her a good voyage. Mr 
Longchamp did not go to bed till day-break, when his 
| ſpouſe hearing him coming, ask'd him whether he 
were out of order? He anſwered, I am not; but have 
juſt ended my letters, and am juſt coming to bed. You 
Jeſt, replied ſhe, for tis not a moment ſince you left 
me. They argued the matter ſo long, that it appeared 
at laſt that another man had gone to bed to her. Mr 
Longchamp did not ſuſpect his wife's fidelity, but run 
like a madman up and down the houſe; and flies, for 
conſolation, to the jeſuit, who was not gone to bed. 
They called for him every where, when at laſt a groom 
came, and ſaid, that he was gone away upon a horſe 
that he had taken out of the ſtable; having told him, 
that Mr Longchamp had ſent him to Toulon with letters 
which required the utmoſt diſpatch. Mr Longchamp 
retarn'd immediately into his bed-chamber, when alas! 
he ſaw a moſt mournful ſight. Juſt as he entered into 
it, his ſpouſe ſaid, that he migiſt remember ſhe had 
told him on their wedding-day, that honour and virtue 
LETS "3 were 
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were dearer to her than life; and ſhe no ſooner ſpoke 
| theſe words, but crying out, Lord receive my Spirit, ſhe 
ſtabb'd herſelf with a kniſe to the heart. Immediately 
her husband was going to lay violent hands on him- 
ſelf, but was prevented by his ſervants, who threw 
themſelves upon him. | | 

Our apartment was at the other end of the houſe, 
where we 2 very ſweetly, without knowing any 
thing of this ſad cataſtrophe. At laſt we were called 
Difpenſe, cried Mrs Bridge, ſhedding a flood of tears, 
with my deſcribing to you the agonies with which we 
were ſeized. Her daughter had left the room juſt be- 
fore ſhe was come to the ſad relation of a friend, who 
could not but be infinitely dear to them. 

As for my wife, ſhe fainted away, whom I ran to 
ſaccour, tho' I was almoſt as weak as ſhe was, and 
could not refrain from tears, At laſt ſhe revived, 
when [I did all that lay in my power to chear her after 
the doleful ſtory. Alas! ſaid Fanny, I had flattered 
myſelf with the fond hopes of ſeeing her here, but 
now 'twill be impoſſible. Thou infamous jeſait ! de- 
teſtable brute, will Heaven ſuffer thee to die un- 
puniſhed ? 

Let us change this converſation, dear Funny, ſays I, 
and think of the deſign we lately meditated. Let us 
deliver "ourſelves with freedom to my ſiſter Bridge, 
concerning the charming Bet/y. You cannot but re- 
member, dear ſiſter, that betore our ſad ſeparation, 
we ſaw with. inexpreflible pleaſure the great fond- 
neſs which was between our children, the moment 
they were able to know one another. I have a mind 
to order my ſon to come here immediately, and will 
deſire his Highneſs the Prince of Oranges leave for 
that purpoſe. . I won't, however, anticipate my ſon's 
_ pleaſure, by telling him that you are here; and believe 

we ſhall ſee him in a fortnight at farrtheſt. 1 figure io 
myſelf the joy he will feel to ſee you here ; and Iam 
ſure that he loves Bet/y as dearly as ever, and that 
his paſſion for her will increaſe the moment he ſees her. 
If my niece has no averſion Dear brother, re- 
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dreſs'd by a great many ſuitors of conſequence in 
France, wy Re for marrying her immediately, but 
ſhe always rejected their importunities : and the has 
told me à thoufand times, when we were alone, that 
ſhe would never marry any man but her dear couſin ; 
and that in caſe he were dead, ſhe was fally determi- 
ned to lead a fingle life. But poſſibly, continued the, 
my nephew's mind may be chang'd ; let us therefore 
ſuſpend our reſolution till he comes; and we then 
hall ſee what heaven will think fit to ordain, with re- 
gard to a union which ſeems ſo agreeable to you; and 
which in all probability, will form my daughter's hap- 


pineſs, and my ſatisfaction. | 
My wife was ſo extremely delighted with this-dif- 
courſe, that ſhe quite recovered from the melancholy 
into which the relation of the tragieal end of fo dear 
a friend had plunged her. Betfy coming in that mo- 
ment, ſhe claſp'd her in her arms, and careſs'd her 
with ſo much fondneſs, and asked her ſo many tender 
queſtions, as plainly ſhew'd the great friendſhip ſhe 
had for this young perſon, who indeed was perſectiy 
Pr wt finely ſhap'd, amiable, and witty as an 
ngel. . | | 74 
IL was ver ＋ pg for my fon to come 286 ſoon as 
poſſible. In the mean time, I one day related 
to my fiſter Bridge, all that had happened to us, ſinee 
we had been ſo cruelly torn aſunder. She was deeply 
afflicted when I told her the tragical end of our dear 
ſon Billy ; and ſhed an abundance of tears as T told 
her that deplorable accident, a fe particulars of which 
ſhe had heard before. She had forbore mentioning it 
to me, fox fear of awaking the remembrance of ſo 
diſmal a ſcene ; and I took an opportunity of acquaint- 
Ing her with it, when my wife and niece were taking 
a turn in the garden. | | 
Be was telling her, how Mr La/lin, being at 
eighteen years of age, diſtractedly in love with'a V 
beautiful young lady of Roan, his couſin; had been af- 
8 by the ſon of a nobleman, Who was in great 
TBrour with the King. That exaſperated dne diy at 
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the airs he often gave himſelf before his Relation, he 
had defired him to bebave with more decency; but that 
the other making a very rude anſwer, a great quarrel 
. enſued, when both drawing, Mr Lallin killed his ri. 
val. That flying away immediately, a proſecution had 
been carried on againſt him, but in private. That the 
father of the deceaſed dying, no farther ſearch was 
made after him, but that he had always been afraid of 
returning home, and therefore entered into the ſer- 
vice of Charles the eleventh of Swedex, by whoſe 
mediation, he had obtained a free pardon from the 

King. That returning to France on board alittle S... 
diſb veſſel, which the captain, whom Mr Longchamp 
kill'd, would fain have have paſs'd for a Hollander, he 
had taken him priſoner. That Mr Longchamp having, 
after the death of that captain, married his (L9//iz's) 
Gſer,. he had taken the opportunity, whilſt he went in- 
to the country with his lady, to ſue out his pardon, 
That being at Roay, he was greatly ſurpriſed to find 
his couſin ſtill living, who from the time of his ab- 
ſence, was determined not to marry ;. but upon his ar- 
rival, had conſented to be his bride, and at the fame 
time to make him poſſeſſor of a very conſiderable for- 
tune. All this had taken up no little time; but his 
nuptials were ſcarce over, beſore be heard of his fiſter's 
melancholy end. This, ſays Bet/y,. is the hiftory, in 
few words, of Mr. Lallin, who hearing that Mr. 4e 
Longchamp had died with grief for his wife's untimely 
end, had been to Toulon, in order to take care of his 
infant-nephew's affairs. Immediately after he had 

completely ſettled them, we all ſet out together from 
Toulon, and afterwards went to Roan, where we ſaw 
bis ſpouſe, who. tho! ſhe was forty years old, had {till a 
lively bloom in her complexion. We ſtaid a fortnight 
at her houſe, all which time we 1 very agreeably; 
after which, my mother and I ſet out, in order to 
unite ourſelves to you, the deareſt friends we , have in 
the world; and we thank heaven for having brought 
us. ſo happily. together. „ 
Twelve days after L had writ to my ſon, I received 
an anſwer, by which I found that he would ſet — 
| | 1mmedl- 
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elf in a ſuitable manner to appear before them, and 
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immediately ; and four days afterthis, Dring came one 


morning very early, and told me that he was arriv'd. 
Preſently I aroſe, without making the leaſt noiſe, or 
waking my wife. I had ſtrictly order'd all my ſervants, 


that in caſe my ſon ſhould ask whether there were any 


ſtrangers in the houſe, to anſwer that there were none. 
I ſoon went to the room where he was, and em- 
brac'd him with the utmoſt tenderneſs. He enqui- 
red with extreme eagerneſs after his mother's health; 
and after telling him that ſhe was well, and would. be 
overjoy'd to ſee him; I ſpoke to him in pretty near 
theſe words, in order to ſound his inclinations. 
Alfter the misforune, my dear ſon, ſays I to him, 
which has befallen us, by our loſing your brother, in 
ſo tragical a manner, your mother and Iarereſolved to 
have you quit the ſervice; to come and live with us, 
and to procure you ſuch a match as may be agreeable 
and advantageous to you. Now we have made choice 
of a young lady, as lovely and amiable as an angel, ex- 
treamly witty and virtuous. We think that this match 
will be very great. Alas! replied he, my wor- 
thy Sir, don't force me to diſobedience. You know 
the tender paſſion I have nouriſhed ſo long in my bo- 
ſom. T haye loſt, and that for ever, my dear Bet/y, 
my amiable couſin: permit me therefore to live a ſin- 
ple life, fince that is my firm reſolution ; I can never 
e happy now ſhe is gone. If I marry another, we 
ſhall both be miſerable ; and therefore, Sir, as you have 
always loved me with the moſt tender affeRion, would 


you have me married to a woman whom it may be im- 


poſlible for me to loꝛe? | 1 
LI anſwer'd, that twas my opinion, the match I pro- 

pos'd to him would not be ſo unhappy as he imagin'd; 
that after he had ſeen the lady, in caſe he did not like 
her, he then might be at his own liberty; that this 
match had been only projected, but not agreed upon, 
by the parents on each fide, ſo that nothing would be 
done without the conſent of both parties: That the 
young lady and her mother were in the houſe, and not 
up yet; and therefore that he ſhould go and dreſs him- 


that 


1 
3 


ah 


a 


that in the mean time I would go and acquaint Nis mo- 
ther with his arrival. Accordingly 1 did ſo; and my 
wife in the higheſt tranſports of joy, threw on her 
clothes, and ſent for him in. T had told her the arti- 
fice J had employed in order to ſound the inclinations 
of our ſon, who, ſays I, loves his couſin dearer than 
ever, but is firmly prrſuaded he ſhall never ſee her 
more. Our ſon came in, but in great confuſion, and 
feemingly oppreſt with a deep melancholy. His mo- 
ther who was afflicted at the fight, cried, ſon, how can 
you expreſs ſo much uneafineſs at the match which 
your father propoſes to you, when *tis ſo very advan- 
| rageous, and the only thing in the world you defire? 
What will your dear Ber ſay, if ſhe hears that you 
_ to marry her? Beth, ſays he, in the utmoſt 
tranſport! Is ſhe here? Let me fly to the —_— 
creature, and throw myſelf at her feet. What ! ſha] 
T again ſee that ſweet angel and her excellent mother ? 
Dear father, mother, how happy am I? but don't de- 
deceive me: Is my Betſy ſtill alive? 1 
My wife, overjoy'd to ſee my ſon in ſuch raptures, 
went and awak'd my fiſter Bridge and her daughter, 
and told them of my ſon's arrival. They were ſoon 
dreſs'd, and immediately ſent for us. At our coming 
into the raom, my ſon was in great peplexity, for his 
heart was attracted towards Betſy, whilſt reaſon drew 
him. towards her mother. However, they ſoon put 
| him out of his pain; for both advancing towards 
him, they threw their arms about his neck, when we 
heard three voices cry, Heavens! and do I ſee you 
again? This was a very tender meeting. Mrs Cleve- 
land embraced them all in a moſt affectionate manner, 
when directing herſelf to our ſon ; how greatly, ſaid 
the; are you obliged to us, for ſending to you in ſuch 
haſte, in order for you to fee two ladies who are ſo dear 
to us; "whole abſence we had ſo often bewail'd, and 
that without having the leaſt hopes of our ever rn 
ſo happy as to ſee them again? But heaven has at laſt 
en fo gracious as to bring us once more together, and, 
I hope, never to part. Come, my ſon, let us give our 
dear friends time” to dreſs. Poffibly, ſaid ſhe, 1 5 a 
| mile, 
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ſmile, they may think of you, tho' abſent. T anſwer 
for myſelf, cried my ſiſter Bridge ; I alſo anſwer for 
how Madam! ſays her lovely daughter, do you 
anſwer for me too ? . 
Alt our going away my ſon look'd back twenty times. 
When we were got alone with him, he fell on his 
knees, and with the moſt earneſt intreaties conjur'd us 
to conſent to his marriage with his engaging couſin. 
His mother thereupon advis'd him to conſult Miſs 
Bridge on that matter, to beg her conſent, and after- 
wards to open the affair to her mother; aſſuring him, 
at the ſame time, to favour his ſuit to the utmoſt 
our power. | | 
The mother and daughter came in, and we propo- 
ſed a walk in the garden, on which occaſion we gave 
the fond pair an opportunity of pouring out their 
hearts to each other. They ſoon agreed matters, when 
giving each other a promiſe, their marriage was ſolem- 
niz'd a few days after, to the great ſatisfaction of all 
parties. | . | 
The tranſactions of the year 1683 will furniſh the 
next age with a large field for reflection; and it will 
be ſcarce able to come at the ſource, and diſcover the 


truth of an event which happened in Eng/and at that 


time. I mean the bloody end of the Earl of Ex. 
who having been committed to the Tower, was found 
dead the next day with his throat cut. The ſame 
morning the K — and his Brother had been in the 
Tower, to ſee an experimentof a new invention made 
on a piece of cannon. There 1s no doubt but many 
conſequences may be drawn from this circumſtance. . 
That very day the Lord Rye! was ſentenced to loſe 
his head, for having conſented, as was declared in the 
charge, to ſurprize the King's guards. But as a gen- 
tleman of my acquaintance, a perſon of perfe& honour 
and abilities, who is now writing the hiſtory of En- 
gland, intends to publiſh ſome very curious and faith- 
ful anecdotes concerning the reign of the two br--th--s, 
I ſhall not make any further mention of publick affairs 
from the time of my quitting buſineſs, and retiring in- 
to the country, | e 


During 
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- During'this, I had ſent every other day to Romney- 
hole, to enquire after the Earl of R 's health. 
I us'd to ſend him word from time to time, that [ 
would do myſelf the honour to wait upon him, when- 
ever my preſence could be of any ſervice. But at laſt 
I ſent word by Dring, to inform him that I did not 
dare to viſit him with as much freedom as I had done 
-hitherto, becauſe the King and his brother had been 
told that I often went to thoſe ſubterraneous places; 
that ſpies were abroad, to diſcover, if poſſible, the mo- 
tives of my viſits to them; ſo that I being afraid of dil- 
covering him, I begg'd him not to be ſuppriz'd, if he 
ſaw me no more; that thoſe who had defir'd me to be 
upon my guard, were perſons of undoubted credit; 
and that if I might adviſe, he ſhould make choice of 
ſqme other dwelling, or rather ſhould leave England, 
till a revolution might happen, and that as ſoon as pol- 
ſible, for fear leſt ſome trick ſhould be plaid him, I ha- 
ving been aſſur'd that the King and the Duke were 
highly exaſperated againſt him, and were very firmly per- 
ſuaded that *twas he inhabited theſe caves. The earl 
i | ſent word, that he was greatly obliged to me for my 

N advice, and aſſur'd me that he would leave Romney- 
bole immediately; and the kingdom ſoon after; and 
that he would not fail to acquaint me with the place he 
ſhould goto. © 3 | | | 

Three days after I received ſuch news from court, 
as determined me to ſend Dring immediately to the 
earl. Accordingly he ſet out for Romney- hole, but 
alas ! what a diſmal ſpectacle did he ſee at his arri- 
val there! the earl lying with his throat cut in the 
midſt of his ſervants, who had been all butchered, 
and his amiable couſin ſtabbed to the heart, at the 
earl's feet. The villains had carry'd off all his 
lordſhip's plate and jewels, and Dring obſerved, that 
the young lady's ear- rings had been forced out of her 
ears, which were all torn. He ſoon left that fatal 
ſpot, and not finding C in his abode, nor any 
of his furniture remaining, he rode with all ſpeed 
to give me an account of the ſad cataſtrophe. I at 
firſt reſolved to go in ſearch of the murderers, hes: 
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the reflections I made, joined to thoſe of my ſon, 
obliged me to lay afide that deſign. I therefore 
ſent only for the ſurgeon, to enquire whether he 
could not give me ſome information of this matter; 
but I found that he had not been at home for ſeveral 


days; and all I could hear was, that the evening 
before the murder, he and eight perſons more had 


been ſeen at a tavern, ſince which he had diſappeared. 
This made me conclude, that this wicked wretch, 
for the ſake of the plunder, having overheard ſome 
of the inſtructions I had given the count, had of- 
fered his ſervice to the greateſt enemies of this noble- 
man, and that they had procured him the eight vil- 
lains who were ſeen with him. 5 

This tragical event raiſed a multitude of refle&ions 


in my mind, and I reſolved never to leave the re- 


tired life I now followed. The wiſe counſels which 
lord C/arendon had given me, awaked again in my 
remembrance, and confirmed me in my deſign. TI 
reproached myſelf a thouſand times for not having fol- 
lowed his prudent hints, for they would have preſerved 
me from innumerable evils. T now intreated my 
friends, in the moſt polite terms, never to ask me 
any queſtions relating to the court; for as I was 
abſolutely determined never to go there any more, 
I did all that lay in my power to forget the paſt tranſ- 
actions of it. I now therefore apply'd myſelf ſeri- 
ouſly to my ſtudies, and enjoy'd inexpreſlible pleaſure 
in the company of a famous divine, who quite re- 
moved all the doubts which the multiplicity of my 
affairs in London had not given me an opportunity to 
examine. . 

I uſed all the arguments poſſible with my ſon to 
engage him to leave the ſervice, and live with me, 
but he ſeemed ſo averſe to my propoſal, that I left 
him at his liberty. However, | begged the prince 


of Orange to permit him ro be abſent one year, 
and his bighnel; | 

not leave us till his wife was happily delivered of 

a a fine boy. She went to Holland with him, whence 
they returned five months after, he having obtained 


granted my requeſt ; ſo that he did 


leave 
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s leave to return to England, and there continue till 


after the delivery of his wife, who was four monthz 
ein ore her ſecond cbild. „„ 
Some days before their, arrival, as I was walking 


in a wood, attended only by Dring, a villain ſhot 


me in the arm. It happened very luckily that two 
peaſants belonging to a farm of mine, were near us, 
and theſe purſuing the wretch who had perpetrated 
this action, ſeized him. In the mean time Dring 
endeavoured to ſtop the blood, when a little after 
we heard the country fellows coming towards us, 
and threatning the ruffian very ſeverely. Noy, 
who ſhould this be, but the ſurgeon whom I had 
employ'd at Romney bole. I ordered the men to bind 
him, and he was carry'd to priſon. Being examined, 
he ſoon confeſſed that he had been ſet on by one 
Blood a Jeſuit, who had procured him eight villains 
more, and that theſe murdered the earl, his couſin, 
and the ſervants, in the ſubterraneous abodes. That 
this Blood was a jeſuit, and had been ſet on by the 
C—rt. He was asked where that miſcreant lived, 
bat as he did not care to anſwer this queſtion, he 
was carry'd to the preſs, the ſight of which terrify'd 
Him ſo much, that he ſoon gave information of his 
dwelling. a | 15 

I did not inform any one but my ſon of this villainous 
deſign, and the wound was ſo very light, that I eaſily 
concealed it from my wife. I gave proper orders for 
all things, and they were ſo happily executed, that 
the jeſuit was ſeized. and thrown into priſon, The 
moment I heard- of his being ſeized, I had a great 
curiolity to ſee him. But A great will be the 
reader's aſtoniſhment, when I tell him this villain was 
the individual Ge/in. Is it a phantom, or do 1 ſee 
Gelin ? ſays I. Tis Gelin himſelf, reply'd he: I 
once was your friend, but now my crimes have made 
me your greateſt enemy. T was only executed in 
effigy at Paris. I turned Roman Catholick, and af- 
ter having paſſed through my noviceſhip, E was ſent 
upon a miſſion into England. One day I. happened 
to be ſtopt by a band of thieves, but having no mo- 
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1 ney about me, one of them promiſed me my life, 
provided I would join myſelf to their gang. This T 
conſented to ; and our captain having been taken and 
hanged a few days after, we agreed that he among 
us, who ſhould undertake and compleat the boldeft 
action in a week, ſhould be declared our comman- 
der. As I ſpeak the Exp/iſþ tongue in perfection, 
had been long rambling about London, and was per- 
fectly well acquainted with that city; 1 found means, 
by the aſſiſtance of three of our gang, to carry away 
from the Tower, the crown, ſcepter, and globe. We 
were all ſo unlucky as to be ſeized as we were com- 
ing out of the Tower, when his majeſty being deſirous 
of ſeeing me, I confeſſed that crime and a great 
many others. I acknowledged I deſerved to die, 
but that as our gang conſiſted of five hundred men, 
who perhaps would, in caſe I ſhould be executed, 
murder the king himſelf; I therefore intreated his 
majeſty to ſave my life for his own fake. That in 
caſe he would grant me a pardon, I poſſibly might 
do him ſignal ſervice; for as I was to be elected 
captain of the gang, I conſequently..ſhould have a 
great number of men under my command. Accord- 
ingly his majeſty not only pardoned me, but alſo gave 
me a pardon, and ſettled five hundred pounds a 
year upon me in Treland. Exaſperated with the hap- 
pineſs you enjoy'd with Mrs Cleveland, I brought 
ſuch an afflition upon you, as has almoſt brought 
you to the grave. *'Twas I murdered your ſon. 
Don't interrupt me, ſaid he, ſeeing all the blood riſe 
in my face: I ſaw him, continued he, enter into the 
apartment whither the king was retired. I ſaw his 
majeſty leave it, when obſerving your ſon go into 
it, and wrap himſelf up in the king's cloak, throw 
himſelf upon the bed and fall aſleep, I ſent a dagger 
to his heart. Twas by my directions that the earl, 
his couſin, and ſervants were murdered. The ſur- 
r geon ſerved us as a guide to Romney. bolt, and was 
rewarded with the plunder of his dwelling, - To con- 
clude, 'twas I, ever enraged at your happineſs, hired 
the ſurgeon to ſhoot you ; upon the promiſe of re- 
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warding him with two hundred guineas; but the 
wretch not being uſed to ſuch exploits, his hand 
trembled, and he miſſed his aim. Proceeding from 
crime to crime, I plunged into ſo dreadful a condi- 
tion as is inexpreſſible. Methinks I am already at 
hell's mouth ; and I ſuffer before-hand the torments 
T have too juſtly. merited. 5 . 

1 made no anſwer to this execrable wretch, but 
ſhuddering at what I heard, and caſting a ſtern glance, 
left the priſon. By order of the parliament he was 
moved to Newgate, where he ſhot himſelf, 
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Book XII. and laſt, 
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HE reader will ſuppoſe, that I did 
not once mention this villain's mur- 
dering our dear ſon to Mrs Cleve- 
land. She as well as my ſiſter, our 
ſon and his wife never knew him un- 
der any character but that of a jeſuiĩt, 
and I was determined not to undeceive 


| them in that particular, fince that would only have 
fet a wound a bleeding, which by this time was pret- 
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ty well cloſed. I now ſaw my family in fo ſweet « 
. eranquillity as charm'd me; and I may affirm, that 
we poſſeſſed ſuch a calm in our retirement, as we had 
never before enjoy'd. My daughter-in-law went on 
very happily in her pregnancy. Her mother, herſelf, 
and my wife took the utmoſt care of the education of 
our daughters. Their wit very much outſtripp'd their 
years. Every thing ſmiled about me ; and confined 
within ourſelves, we did not ſtand in need of any ſo- 
reign ſuccour. My ſon, who was compleatly ha 
in a wife, was paſſionately fond of ſtudy, eſpecially 
that of hiſtory, and whatever related to the ſcience 
of war. I took a fingular pleaſure in the ſtudy of 
philoſophy, and thoſe tracts of chriſtian morality, in 
which our Egli writers have ſo excell'd. Theſe 
were our uſual employments when we were alone, 
I appointed Dring, who had ſerved me ſo faithfully, 
my ſteward 3 and I am obliged in juſtice to own, 
—— he diſcovered the utmoſt probity on all ocea- 
ns. | 
For four months after Blood's impriſonment, our 
family ſeem'd to enjoy 'a moſt perfect hamony ; and 
we were happy in the moſt ſolid and innocent plea- 
fures. I ſometimes uſed to receive letters from ſome 
of my intimate friends, who ſtill continued at court; 
and all congratulated me on the wiſe reſolution |. 
had taken to lead a life of retirement. They 2c 
quainted me, without deſcending to particulars, that 
the court was ſtill in a dreadful agitation ; and that 
thoſe were thrice happy who had an opportunity of 
living out of it. I anſwer'd, that I enjoy'd this ſe- 
licity in all its extent; but I told a nobleman, to 
whom [I ufed to unboſom myſe}f more than to any 
other, that my happineſs was ſo very great, I wa 
afraid it would not laſt. I am afraid that fortune 
ſmiles at preſent, with no other deſign but to make 
me more compleatly wretched. My whole life, ſaid 
I in my letter, has been a continued viciflitude of 
the deepeſt anguiſh, and the moſt ſeducing, but 3 
the ſame time tranſient joy. 


Ever 
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ver ſince my reconciliation with my innocent 
wiſe, I had always lived with her in the moſt per- 
ſect unity, If ever fortune _frown'd, the ſweetneſs 
of my Fenny's temper ſooth d every. uncaſineſs. This 
dear woman divided my eflitions. with me, and by . 
that means made them lighter ; and whenever my 
ſoul was ruffled, ſhe always reflored it to its wiſn d 
for calm. Our affections and deſires were mutual: 
ſtudious to pleaſe and delight each gther, we had the 
ſatisfaction to ſee virtue flow amongſt us, and to re- 
gulate our own conduct, and that of our family. Mrs 
Bridge, who ſhared. our felicity, was ever congratu- 
lating us upon it; and bleſs'd with our condition, 
we began to obliterate all paſt evils; but alas! fate 
would not ſuffer me to end my days ſo happily. 
At the time that I ſeem d to be beſt pleaſed with my 
Kate, and poſlibly too fond of it, heaven ſtruek me, 
on a ſudden, in the perſon of her who was infinitely 
dearer to me than myſelf. | 
At my return from a two days viſit which I had 
made, in company with my ſon, to a friend who 
lived ſome miles from us, 1 found my dear wife 
fick a bed, ſhe having taken to it almoſt ever ſince 
our ſetting out. She would got let any of the ſer- 
vants go and acquaint me with her indiſpoſition, hop- 
ing it would be {light} and for that reaſon would wil- 
lingly have ſpared me that uneaſineſs; my ſiſter was 
litting by her and holding her hands. The moment 
. the ſaw me, dear, dear Mr Cleveland, ſays ſhe, I am 
fo very fick, that I have bat one laſt requeſt to make 
you : I ſhall look upon your granting it as a ſtrong 
proof of the tender affection we have always teſti - 
fy'd to each other. At theſe words I drew cloſe to 
| her, I embraced her, but alas! ſhe burnt like fire, a 
proof too plain, that ſhe was ſeized with” a violent. 
fever. I was ſo grie ved, that it was impoſſible for 
me to utter a word. What I have to requeſt of you, 
cantinued iſhe, is, that you'd ſubmit with chearful- 
neſs to the hard trial I am ſo oppreſſed with 
kckneſs, that alas! I have no hopes of recovery; 
ad {even believe my end is very nigh. Remember, 
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was endu'd, when I was told the cruel end of our dar. 
_ ling ſon. I earneſtly implore heaven to indulge you 
the ſame ſupport,” when i ſhall think fit to ſeparate us. 
Live happy with my ſurvivors, and be affured that 
your ſubmiſſion to the Divine Will will prove the 
greateſt comfort to you. We ſhall meet again in the 
manſions of glory, and there enjoy each other to all 
eternity. To the my God, I give my ſoul! fave 
me by the metits of my bleſſed Savidur! immediate- 
ly ſhe fell into convulſions, and dy'd in half an hour. 
1 ſhall not attempt to deſcribe the agonies with 
which I was ſeized. Her death was ſo unexpected, 
and I was ſo little prepared for this cruel ſeparation, 
that quite diſtracted with my ideas, I neither ſpoke, 
eat, nor ſlept for three days. At laſt, recovering my- 
ſelf a little, I broke into the moſt melancholy plaints. 
My fiſter Bridge and our "ſon and daughter were in 
the deepeſt affliction; and 'twas ſome time before 
they themſelves were able to exhort me to patience 
and reſignation. ' As I was one morning juſt wak'd 
from a ſweet fleep, my ſiſter, our ſon and daughter 
came into my bed-chamber. My niece came up to 
my bed, when ſhe ſpoke thus to me with a moſt mov- 
ing air; dear fir, I am come to beg my own life, 
and that of the child within me. If you will not 
grant it at my requeſt, at leaſt call to mind what my 
dear aunt acc of you in her expiring moments; 
this is a tribute you owe to her memory. Your tears 
were juſtly ſhed at firft ; for how could you have re- 


frained from them on ſo afflicting an occaſion ? But 


now, every thing calls upon you to ſubmit yourſelf to 
the will of the creator. You oppoſe it, by permit- 
ting grief to prey upon you in this manner, and are 


ungrateful, as it were, to my darling aunt, in not 


E what ſhe ſo earneſtly deſired. Alas! dear 
, preſerve yourſelf, for the ſake of your family. 


which perhaps is more grieved to ſee you thus de- 
ſponding, than at the prodigious loſs they have ſu- 
Rained. If you refuſe to comply with my deſires, 1 
dan ſure both myſelf and child will die, for both our 


lives 


my dear' ſpouſe, the ſtrength of mind wich which E 


r ⅛ 5e cũ r ˙—˙ . .... 8 


#u 


A. CEZEZVELAU rb. 28 
Hves. depend upon your reſolution. Saying theſe 
words, ſhe threw her arms about my neck, when ſhed- 
ding a flood of tears, 1 conjure you, faid ſhe, dear 
r, be tender of your own life for the ſake of your 
diſtracted family, by the dear remembrance of my 
tender aunt! you would envy. her ſelicity, ſhould you 
| Viſh her to be again among us. She is poſſeſſed of 
never- fading bliſs; let us therefore make ourſelves, 
worthy of ſharing it with her, by our reſignation to 
the Disse unte #4 46,98 
I thought there was ſo much good ſenſe, and ſo 
great a ſubje&t for conſolation in this advice, and in 
what my ſiſter and ſon added, that I deſired them to 
leave me, in order that 1. might give a ſcope to my 
refleRions;.,; Theſe were of ſervice to me. Formerly , 
L ſhould have. call'd philoſophy to my aid, but on this 
occaſion I had. recourſe to the goſpel. Its inſtructi- 
ons, and my ſubmiſſion to the will of heaven ſooth'd 
my affliction, and I began to be ſomething eaſier in 
my mind. I then got up, went into my ſiſter's apart- 
ment, whither our ſon and daughter had follow'd 
her. I am come, ſays I, to prove to you that your 
exhortations have not been in vain. Heaven has 
heard your groans, and has granted me the ſupport 
| you granted me. I no longer bewail the death of 
my dear wife, but we will talk for ever of her virtue, 
her tenderneſs and ſweet diſpoſition. I exhort you all 
never to forget her, but to mention her often to me. 
don't repine at the decree of heaven, but beſeech it. 
to ſupport. me in this ſevere trial; and that, ſatiſ- 
fied with my reſignation, God will pleaſe to ſupport 
us all in the ſeveral conditions he may pleaſe to al- 
lot us. Your obſervation was very juſt, dear daugh - 
ter, when you told me that twas envying my dear 
| Wife's felicity, to wiſh her again in this frail, ſublu - 
nary world. Let us firmly reſolve to ſubmit our- 
ſelves on all occafions to the will of Providence; for 
I am perſuaded, that the more we relign ourſelves, 
our tranquillity will be the greater, 7 . 
The ſad ſolemnity of my dear wife's funeral being 
ended, 1 left the country, the ſcene of my ere 
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286 % LITT 7 
for ſome time. We ſpetit three weeks in another 
retirement, but my daughter-in-law expecting every 
day, we returned hither, and two days after ſhe was 
delivered of a daughter. 

As I defired to keep my ſon with me, the better 
to ſupport me in the grievous loſs I had ſuſtained, I 
humbly defired the prince of Orange to prolong the 
time of his abſence. His highneſs granted it in the 
moſt generous: manner poſhble ; and at the ſame time 
ſent him ſome yery ſecret commiſſions of great im- 
portance. This prince was perfectly well acquainted 

with the great abilities and diſcretion of this young 
officer, He therefore employ'd him to tranſact ſome 
affairs which were afterwards of fo much ſervice 
to Great -Britein, by preſerving its religion, laws, 
and the freedom of parliaments, and prevented the 
ambitious deſigns of Lerois XIV. who aſpired more 
than ever to univerſal monarchy. 

I now received letters of condolence from all parts, 
and even his majeſty commanded one to be drawn 
up in his own name, and ſign'd it himſelf. The 

king was pleaſed to exprefs his ſorrow for my great 
lofs, and offer d me a very conſiderable place at court, 
promiling at the ſame time to take me into his moſt 
intimate confidence; and obſerved that buſineſs would 
alleviate my affliction. He alſo declar'd, that my 
withdrawing, and the lords above-mentioned, from 
court, had given him the greateſt uneafineſs ; and 
affirm'd, that thoſe who had ſucceeded us, had not 
given him one good counſel, That the duke had 
ſach an aſcendant over him, that he himſelf only 
bore- the empty title of king : In a word, he made 
the fineſt promiſes imaginable. I took the liberty to 
anſwer his majeſty, thanking him in the humbleſt 
manner, for the regard he was pleaſed to ſhew me, 
and his aflition for my loſs; but aſſured him, that 
my Wife's ſudden and unexpected death had weak- 
ned my conſtitution to ſo prodigious a degree, that 
it would be impoſſible for me to fulfil the duties of 
the important employments which his majeſty was 
fo gracious as to offer me, That 1 — 
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Tought him to continkie his favour to me; and chat 
in caſe I ſhould be ſo happy as to recover my health, 
I would wait upon. him, threw myſelfat his feet, and 
thank him for his great goodneſs 8 
My daughter-in-law being up after her delivery, 
which, notwithſtanding the affliction we were in, 
had yet been very happy, came one day into my 
apartment with her husband. Sir, faid here 
a letter for you from Germany: I know the hand, 
but cannot recollef whoſe it is. The inſtant I had 
n'd it, and read the name, I will own that my 
breaſt was ſtill capable of receiving a ſtrong ſenſation 
of joy. Alas! dear daughter, ſays I, this letter is from 
Miſs Cecilia, daughter to Mr R-——, whom you faw 
in France. Tis ſo, ſaid ſhe; how often have we cor- 
reſponded together! is it poſſible for me to have for- 
got her perſon, and ftill remember her hand? 
 'Twas a very long letter; Miſs Cecilia told me, 
that ſome Engliſb lords travelling by B. where 
ſhe and her mother, her husband and two ſons and 
a daughter, were at that time; ſhe heard them men- 
tion me, and the grief in which they had left me, 
by the unexpected death of Mrs Cleveland. That 
he was greatly ſorry for my having loſt ſo excellent 
a wife. She afterwards gave me a pretty long ac« 
count of the uſage ſhe had met with from the in- 
human Giffard ; declaring to me, that ſhe choſe to 
die rather than loſe her reputation; and that this 
villain, in the fury of his paſſion, had ſtabb'd and 
left her for dead, becauſe ſhe refuſed to ſatiate it. 
That meeting with immediate ſuccour, the effuſion 
of her blood was ſtopt; and that ſhe recover'd ſtrength 
enough in a week, ſo as to be able to go to ber 
mother, who was oppreſt with grief at the ſad mur- 
der of her husband. At laſt, continued ſhe, my re- 
covery and intreaties wrought ſo happy an effect on 
my mother, as to prevail with ker to take the only 
reſolution which could be of advantage to us, in the 
then deplorable ſtate of the reform'd church in 
France; and this was, to ſell by inſenſible degrees, 
upon different pretences, her lands, houſes, in a _ 
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to B——, whither we were determined to go. Every 
thing ſucceeded to our wiſhes : and we had not been 
long in that city, before the count of D-— thought 

fit to make me his wife. My ſpouſe andT are vaſtly hap. 

y in one another ; and I don't doubt but you will 
take as great a ſhare in my happineſs, as I do in your 
Hl fortune. My beſt reſpe&ts to Mrs Bridge and her 
charming daughter, once my correſpondent ; to her 
ſpouſe and their two children. You ſee, fir, that I 
Intereſt myſelf in all that concerns you, and have 


made a very ftri& enquiry into every thing. My kindeſt 


love to your two daughters, who, I hear, are ſweet 

children. Tis but two days ſince I heard of you, 
and till then did not know whether you were living. 
I beg the favour of an anſwer, in which you will 
pleaſe to give me an acceunt of every thing that has 
happened ſince I was torn from you; and be aflured, 
that no one can reſpeft you more than I do. The 
| reaſon why we did not ſend to you during your abode 
at St Cloud, after you was ſo happily reconciled with 
your dear ſpouſe, was, becauſe that both my mother 
and I were of opinion, that 'twas greatly for our in- 
tereſt, not to undeceive the publick with regard to 
their falſe opinion of my death; as this gave her a bet- 
ter opportunity to ſettle her affairs, and to ſucceed in 
our defign of leaving France. Your moſt humble, &:. 
This letter gave me incredible pleaſure, and *twas 
no ſmall ſatisfaction to me to find, that ſhe had reſiſt- 
ed the brutal fury of Gifard, and had preferred death 
to the loſs of her honour. I could not but be aſto- 
niſhed at the infamous account the jeſuit had given 


of this virtuous woman's conduct. However, I was 


determined not to mention a word of this to Miſs 
Cecilia, but only to acquaint her with the fate of that 
_ infamous wretch. | 

' I ſpent ſome days in anſwering this letter, and did 
not conceal any of the material things which had hap- 
pened to me ſince father Giffard had carried her off; 
a moſt fatal day, fince which I had not, till now, ſet 
my eyes upon her. That wretch, ſaid I to her, no 


4 


ſent upon a miffian in Eng/and, by way of puniſhment 
for having ftibbed you. When Lmyſelf was got into 


that kingdom, and appointed a member of the privy . 


council, I heard of this deteſtable miſcreant. Accord- 
ingly I viſiced him in priſon, when he told me all 
that had happened to him fince his carrying you off 5 
as the murder-.of your father, his ſtabbing you, and 


his flight after that horrid action. Engaging after- 


wards in the troubles which the Papiſts excited in Eng- 
land, he at laſt was ſeized by order of parliament; and 
after examining him, I told his majeſty, that *twas 
his intereſt to rid himſelf of that villain as ſoon as 


poſlible. Accordingly, the king had him poiſon'd that 


very night, and I am overjoy'd to find it has been in 
my power to revenge you, in ſome meaſure, of that 
villain. To conclude, I gave her a brief relation of 
all the reader has ſeen in theſe memoirs, and aſſured 
her, that | ſhould have the higheſt eſteem for her ſo 
long as I lived. I concluded with wiſhing her and 
her family an uninterrupted ſeries of proſperity. My 
daughter-in-law wrote alſo a long letter to her, and 
begged her to renew a correſpondence which had given 
her ſo much pleaſure. The counteſs (Miſs Cecilia) 
was greatly pleaſed with the offer, and the two amiable 
perſons write to one another very regularly. 

My dear wife dy'd in 1684, on which occaſion I took 
a firm reſolution never to engage any more in ſtate 
affairs. I had found ſo great an uneaſineſs in them, that 
I was abſolutely determined (the thought of which gave 
me the higheſt pleaſure) to ſpend the remainder of my 
days in obſcurity, preferring it infinitely to the yain glit- 
ter of courts. My friends uſed to write very often to 


me, and the accounts I received ſrom them, confirmed. 


me in my reſolution. There was ſo great a diviſion be- 
tween the king and parliament, the whigs and the 


Tories, that the parties were ſtill in an open war. 


The jeſuits, by their arts, animated them, and created 
feuds among families. My friends would have in- 


formed me of all things, but J earneſtly intreated 
them not to mention any particulars of that kind, 1 


Vor. III. „ — 


Mr CLEVELAND. 289 


290 The LITE of 
having made a vow never to engage again in publick 
buſineſs 1 | 
The king invited me over and over to court, aſ- 
ſuring me again, that I ſhould be his confident, and 
that he ſtood in the greateſt need of my counſel, and 
would follow it in all points, firmly perſuaded of my 
fidelity, and my good intentions to ſerve him. "Twas 
in the beginning of the year 1685, that his majeſty 
' Himſelf wrote to me, on which occaſion he repeated 
his defire for me to come to court. Afrer reading the 
eontents of his letter, I thought that as was born his 
ſubject, I could no longer refuſe his requeſt. 
© Accordingly I reſolved to go for London, to know 
what commands his majeſty had for me, leaving the 
care of my family to Mrs Bridge and her daughter, 
During this my ſon travelled quite through Exglana, 
the motive of which was unknown to me. 
I arrived in London, when the firſt thing I heard 
Was, that the evening before, viz. Sunday, the firſt of 
February 1685, the king being prevented from walk- 
ing in his garden as uſual, upon account of a hurt in 
his leg, had been taken ill in his laboratory, in which 
He took greater delight than became a ſovereign prince. 
Being at the ducheſs of Portſnoutb's in the evening, 
heordered ſome ſoop to be got for him; but finding 
it too ſtrong, he drank but little of it. His pt yfician 
being ſent for, found him ſpeechleſs. The king was 
afterwards ſeized with an apopleRick fit; his face 
turned black, and his features were diſtorted. He 
then was blooded, when he recovered, but was fo 
weak, that the phyſicians declared a Tecond fit would 
earry him off. Accordingly it ſeized the king the 
Thurſday following, and the day after (February 6) he 
| s ired about noon. EIS +4 ©44 | * 
. The inſtant I heard of his majeſty's being ſeized in 
= the firſt mentioned manner, I again defired the earl 
= of R——; at whoſe houſe I arrived very late, to 


= order his ſervants not to mention my being there, 
=_— Tteclared to him with what reluctance I had com- 
main the king's urgent ſollicications, and ſhew'd 
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him the letters. I tald him I would wait ſome days, 
in order to know whether his majeſty had a ſecond 
Ht 3 but hearing of his death, I again intreated the 
nM not to take the leaſt notice of my being at his 
Houſe. 1 left London the Friday following, and ar- 
rived at my country ſeat, and never once ſtirred out 
of it during all the attempts which were made, in 
the ſucceeding reign, to deſtroy the eſtabliſhed reli 
gion, and the conſtitution. King Janet having after= TY 
wards abdicated the throne, and the prince of Orange | 
ſucceeding to it, I went to court and paid my compli- 
ments. After this I returned once more to my ele- 
„ant ſolitude, which I could never be prevailed upon 
to quit; and there enjoy'd the moſt bliſsful tranquil- 
lity, after having been ſo long made the ſport of 
fortune. | 1 £ 


